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PREFACE. 



The pages which compose the volume now pre- 
sented to Sie public, were originally designed only 
for the eye of a tender and beloved friend. 

They were written at the earnest request of one, 
to whom the author was endeared by many years of 
intimate friendship, and still more by those divine 
and soul-soothing tenets^ of which it was his distin- 
guished lot to be ORDAINED the promulgator. 

For those who, like this individual, have dwelt 
with rapture upon the blessed assurance of the 
boundless and enduring love of a redeeming God, 
as powerfully exhibited by those lips which rarely 
opened but to expatiate upon the glad tidings which 
was the theme of the angelic song : For those, who 
loved the philanthropic the inspired Preacher, for 
the sake of the glorious inspiration; these sheets will 
possess the strongest, and most important interest: 
To such, and to such only, they are addressed. It 
is in compliance with their solicitations that they 
are sent into the world, and it is not even expected 
that those who turned a deaf ear to his consolatory 
message,*and who knew not the powers of his 
mighty mind, or the pure and exalted benevolence 
of his he^rt, wiU have any interest in inquiring, 
' What manner of man was he who told these things^ 
nor what spirit he was of. ' 

Bostonj May 2, 1816. 



PREFACE 

TO THfi FirtB KDrTtOlV. 



When the publishers, in compliffiibe with the 
suggestions of several respectabte and influential 
members of the denomination, adopted the plan of 
issuing neat and uniform editions of valuable works 
by Universalist authors, they had but few induce- 
ments to incur the expense of the undertaking, and 
many difficulties to encounter. At that time, ow- 
ing to the unpopularity of the doctrine, it could 
not have been reasonably expected that large edi- 
tions of any works devoted exclusively to the inter- 
ests of the ordeir, would be disposed of; and, as 
the only expedient that promised an ultimate in- 
demnification, they resolved to stereotype such as 
were deemed permanently useful, and publish, from 
time to time, such a number of copies as the 
demand should warrant, and regulate the price by 
the amount disposed of. With a view to furnish 
the order with a series of publicationis adapted to 
its wants, and suited to the improved taste of the 
community, they gave works of this character 
issued by them, the general title of " The Uni- 
versalist Library," and the J^ife of Murray 
was the first of the series. 

In this undertaking, they had but little to fear 
from competition; since few, if any, at that time, 
were disposed to hazard the expense of publishing 
Universalist works of this class; and had it been 
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the desire of any to run risks of the kind, for the 
good of the denoinmation, there were works not a 
few, in the republication of which there was suffix 
cient scope for a laudable enterprise. Still, if the 
public can derive advantage from a fair and honor- 
able competition, the publishers of this edition will 
not compliain, as it has ever been their determina- 
tion to afford it at as low a rate as possible without 
pecuniary loss. 

In the former edition of the Life of Murray, little 
more was attempted than to furnish the public with 
the original work, with a few explanatory remarks. 
To this much useful and interesting information 
has been added; and it is thought to contain all 
that is necessary, to secure for it the countenance 
and approbation of the order. In the Appendix, 
something ' like an epitome of the views of Mr. 
Murray on several points of theology has been at- 
tempted. Many interesting facts and reminiscen 
ces, have been collected. The account of the 
scene of his first labors in this country, and of the 
tribute of respect which has been recently paid to 
,the name and memory of his early friend and pat- 
ron, will be found particularly valuable. An Index 
sufficiently copious for all useful purposes of ref- 
erence has been added to this edition, and much 
pains has been taken to render the work complete 
m all its parts. 

Mg. 2a, 1833. The Publishers, 
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LIFE 
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CHAPTER I. 

(^wUaining anJteeount oftheAuthor^s Birth and Parent^ 
age, until the Deeeetse of his Father. 

How sweetly roU'd over the morniDg of life. 
How free from* vexation, from sorrow and strife ; 
Kind Nature presented rich scenes to my view. 
And every scene she presented was new. 

Bnt soon was the morning of life clouded o'er. 
And its charming serenity lost; 

Too soon was I forc'd to abandon the shore. 
And on ocean's mde billows be tost. 

.^oiTR earnest solicitations, my inestimable, my best 
friend, have, with me, the force of commands, and conse- 
^juently I am irresistibly compelled to retrace for your 
P^tiiication, as many of the incidents of early life, as live 
J? ^y memory. Assured of your indulgence, f unhesita- 
???^y commit to your candor, and to your discretion, the 
'^yo^in^ sheets. 

. ^ am induced to regret, that my anecdotes of this 

'^artning season are not more multiplied. Were my 

^Collection perfect, my enjoyments would be reiterated, 

J^^ this wornd not be right, therefore it is not so; every 

^?^Son has its enjoyments, and the God of Nature has 

^^ght proper to keep them distinct, and appropriate. 

L f think, if I mistake not,I was ushered into tms state of 

j^^Ug on the 10th day of Decen.ber, in the ymk of our 

rJ^Q, 1741, four years before the rebellion, in Scotland, 

^ *orty-five. I mention this circumsta.nce, as itprovcd to 

^» in early life, a sourGe of some vexation. TfXx^t^^wAr 
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lion terminated in the destruction of many of the Scotclx 
nobility of my name, and this same rebellion was long thf? 
subject of political controversy, which generally termina- 
ted in the execration of the Scots, and, on account of my 
name, I was looked upon as a party concerned. 

I drew my first breath in the island of Great Britain, m 
the town of Alton, in Hampshire. This town boasts & 
Church, a Presbyterian and a Quaker meeting-hoiise 3 a. 
celebrated free school, an extensive and very useful manu- 
facture, and it is /environed by a.plantation of hops. Alton 
is seated on the River Wey, 18 miles east-north-east . of 
South-Hampton, and 48 miles west-sou th-west^pfLtondon. 

Being the first born of my parents, it is not wonderful 
that my appearance gave much joy, nor that the litrio 
complaints, incident to infancy, gave great apprehension 
It was in consequence of some little indispO^iion, that 
they solicited and obtained for me private baptudln. My 
parents were bpth sincerely religious, though members of 
difierent sects. My father was an £pi8copalia&, my iBo 
ther a Presbyterian, yet Religion nev^r disturbed the har- 
mony of the family. My mother believed, as most good 
women then believed, that husbands ought to have the 
direction, especially in concerns of such vast importance, 
as to involve the futu^ well-beins of their children; and 
of course it was agreed, that I should receive from the 
hands of an Episcopalian minister, the rite of private 
baptism; and as this ordinance, in this private manner^ is 
not administered, except the infant is supposed in danger 
of going out of the world in an unregenerate state, before 
it can be brought to the church, I take for granted I was, 
by my apprehensive parents, believed in immioent danger; 
yet, through succeeding years, I seemed almost exempt 
from the casualties of childhood. I am told that my 
parents, a^id grand-parents, had much joy in me, that I 
never broke their rest nor ^sturbed their repose not even 
in weaning, that I was a healthy, good-humoured child, 
of a ruddy complexion, and that the equality of my dis- 
position became proverbial. I found the use of my feet 
before I had completed my firet year, but the giftof uttek* 
ance was still postponed. I was hardly two yeats old, 
when I had a sister bom ^ this sister was presented at the 
baptismal font, and, according to the custom in our 
Cfaurch^was carried to be reeewed^ that is, all who are 

grivateiplbaptized, must, if they live, be publicly received 
1 the congregation. The priest took me in his arms, and 
having prayed according to the form made use of on stich 
occasions, I articulated Svith an audible voice, Ameit, 
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Tho cor5regation were astonished", and I have fre<mently 
lieard my parents say^ this was the first word i ever 
tittered, and that a Ions time elapsed, before I could dis- 
tinotly articulate- any other. Indulged, as ( said, by boun- 
teous nature, with much serenity of mind, every one waa 
happy with me. I was fond of being abroad, and a ser- 
"vant was generally employed to gratify me. During these 
repeated rambles, I experienced some 'hair breadth 
'scapes,' which, while they excited the wonder of my 
ffooa parents, they failed not to record. From these 
frequent promenades, I derived that vigorous constitution, 
or at least its stability, which has prolonged my abode in 
this vale of tears, through many serious disorders, which 
have seemed to promise my emancipation. I do not 
remember the time when I did not behold the works of 
Nature with delight; such as the drapery of the heavens, 
and the flowers of the garden, and of the fields^ and I 
perfect recollect, before I was clothed in masculine 
nabiliments, that I was delightedly occupied in opening 
the ffround, throwing into some form, and planting in 
regular order, little sprigs broken from the gooseberry, or 
currant bushes. My pleasures of this nature were how- 
ever, soon interrupted by goin^ to school : this was my 
first affliction; yet, to imperious necessity, the sweet 
pliability of human nature soon conformed my mind : nay, 
)t was more than conformed; I derived even felicity, from 
the approbation of my school dame, from the pictures in 
my books, and especially from the acquaintance I formed 
with my school mates. 

It does not appear to me that I was what the world calls 
naturally vicious. I was neither querulous, nor quarrel- 
some; I cannot trace in my mind a vestige of envy. Tre- 
joiccd in every advantage possessed by my lijMIe comrades, 
and my fi^dier was accustomed to exclaim, *^^ver,, I be- 
liero, was such a boy; he absolutely delishjKs much in 
the now garments worn by the children of ouFneighbors, 
as in his owtf I'^and indeed, as far as I can recollect dunng 
tills sweet miming of life, my most complete satisfaction 
resulted from the gratification of others. I never enjoyed 
any thing alone; my earliest pleasures were social, and I 
waseagenAo reciprocate every good office; It is true I 
encountered difficulties, from the various dispositions of 
those nHth whom I associated, but^ in my^iniant bosom, 

"lowever 
(niors, 1 

eld coul4 read a chapter^in the Bible, not indeed very 
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correctly, but I rarely paused at a word, however diflScu It, 
still I read on. My father, I remember, used sometimes 
to laugh out — a levity which, by the way, he seldom 
indulged — but he did sometimes laugh out, and say, * This 
boy sticks at nothing, he has a most astonishing invention; 
how it is he utters such sounds, and passes on with such 
rapidity, I cannot conceive : but my blunders were more 
frequently marked by a staggering box on the ear, which 
necessitated me to stop, when I was obli^d to recom- 
mence, and go over the whole again. This conduct 
originated, even at this early age, more fear th&n affection 
for my father. I was studious to avoid his presence, and 
I richly enjoyed his absence. To my brothers and sisters, 
who were multiplied with uncommon rapidity, I was 
warmly attached, and as our mother contributed all in her 
power to our gratification, our pleasures were not surpas- 
sed by those of any little group, which came under our 
observation. ' . 

My parents were the religious children of religious pa- 
rents, and grand parents; they were the more religious on 
that account; and, as the descendants of ancient noble 
families value themselves on their pedigree, stimulating 
their children from considerations of ancestry to act up to 
the illustrious examples which theyexhibit and emblazon, 
uniformly insisting that they shall avoid mixing with the 
plebian race; so, as ^oon as I appeared to pay attention 
to interesting tales, I was made acquainted with the char- 
acter of my grand parents. 

My paternal grandfatber,however, possessed only neg- 
ative religion; that is, his affection for my gra'ndd»ofher 
obliged him to conform to her, in every thing; and he es- 
teemed himself happy, in being blest with a wife, who, 
from principle and inclination, was both able^d willing 
to take upa^^n herself the care and culture of he^phildren. 
How long'lhis grandfather lived, I am unable to say, but 
my gi>andmother was,with respect to herjniigious attach- 
ments, more fortunate in a second ma^ffj^. Si{ie was 
united to a Mr. Beattie, a man of considerable note, in 
every point of view. It v/as by. this gentleman'a name, 
I became acquainted with my grandmother; liiemember, 
when very young, to have seen his picture, ^which gave 
me a very high idea of his person. It was hi^ sdn, who 
was governor of the fortress, in the harbor of Cork. My 
grandmdller soon lost this second husband, and never 
married again. She was, in the moriiing and meridian 
of her life, a celebrated beauty: the remains of a fine face 
were visible when I knew her: I never beheld a more 
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l^eautilul old lady. Traces <t£ affluence were con^j acuqus 
4d her dwelling, her furniture, and apparel; ahe was an 
immediate descendant of an ancient and honorable family 
in France; her father's name was Barroux, one ef the 
noblesse, and a dweller in the town of Faimboeuf, on the 
rirer Loire, between the city of Nante», and the moutli 
^ of said riverl Mr. Barroux having buried his lady, who 
left him two daughters, thought proper, as was then the 
-custom of people of distinction, to educate his eldest 
daughter in England; this step banished her from herna-.. 
tive country, and from her father: she never saw j^Uier . 
more. Attaching herself to a family of £piscopi^^|pB8^ 
fthe became a zealous Protestant, which, together with hef 
selecting a husband of the same persuasion, confirmed her 
an exile forever. The irritated feelings of her father ad- 
mitted no appeal: his affections w^ere totally alienated: he 
was a high spirited, obstinate man, and he swore in his 
wrath, he would wed the first woman he met, provided he 
could obtain her consent, and she were not absolutely dis- 
gusting. The first who presented happened to he his 
chaml^rmaid; he made fcaown. to her his vow, was ac- 
cepted with gratitude and they were speedily married 
Not many years after this event, the old gentleman died, 
leaving no issue hy his second marriage, and/, as he left 
no wiu, his daughter, who continued under the paternal 
roo^ entered into possession of the whole estate; she, 
however, survived her father only three weeks, when my 
gra n^tfQ ther became the onl^ legal heir to the property, 
botMB^n^ fiither, and her sister. 

A s|^Khare of the personal ests^ was conveyed to 
£nglaii0, jKr two priests; and the i^afestate was tendered 
to my gti^fs^ather, on condition that she would read her 
recantation j ^renounce the damnable doctrines of the 
Church of England, and receive the Host, as the real 
presence. My grandmother, and my father, after a 
confidence, which continued but a few moments, cheer- 
fully . concurr«i^' in a relinquishment of the estate, and 
united fn declaring, that, on terms so calculated to pros- 
trate their integrity, they would not accept the whole 
kingdom qC France. The cler^man returned to the 
Gallic shore, and the person left in the house, for the 
purpose' of faking charge of the estate, until the heirs at 
law should recover their senses, continued in the quiet 
possession of an inheritance, worth five hundred pounds 
steriing per annum. When the estate was thus, upiMi 
religious principles, surrendered, I was ftbout fyre ye^uns^ 
of nge: but having frequently heard my father cvTCUtOr 
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Btantially relate the transaction, as I advanced in life, my 
bosom often acknowledged a latent wish, that he had ac- 
cepted an inheritance to which his natural claim was in- 
dubitable, upon the terms offered by the ecclesiastics, 
which were, that my grandmother, and my father, should 
in BO many words, qualify themselves for the possession 
of their right, while, in their hearts, they continued to 
judge for themselves. But from a conduct so question- 
able, the guileless heart of my upright parent spontane- 
ously revolted 5 and, for myself, wnile revolving years 
gave me to exult in his decision, the detection of so rep- 
rehensible a principle, in my own bosom, and at so early 
a period, originated much contrition. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the very considerable sacrifice made by my father, his 
uniform efforts commanded all the necessaries, and many 
of tl^e elegancies of life. His children multiplied^ four 
sons and nve daughters augmented his felicities; he re- 
ceived from nature a strong mind, his parents bestowed 
upon him a good education, . and he was universally 
respected and beloved. 

The parents of my mother were well known tome; Jier 
father's name was James Rolt, his ancestors were all 
English; he was in early life a bonr^ivant, and even when 
he became the head of a family, his reprehensible pursuits 
were nothing diminished; the silent suffering of his wed- 
ded companion were strongly expressed in her wan coun- 
tenance, and broken health. The circumstances of his 
conversion from dissipation to a life of severe piety were 
rather remarkable, and were considered in his.^ay as 
miraculous. , 

Of the piety of my paternal grandfather, or niy matei*nai 
grandmother, I have little to say. I have nev«*fheard that 
they allowed themselves in any improper indulgeneies, 
and as they were the admirers of their devout companions, 
it is a fair conclusion, that they were at least negatively 

{)iou8, and that if they did not lead, they cheerfuUy fol- 
owed, in cultivating a pious disposition kft the minds of 
their children; and, \>y consequeuce. Religion became 
the legitimate inheritance of my immediate parents. 
The conversion of my paternal grandmother, from the 
tenets in. which she was educated, increased her zeal, 
while the inheritance, sacrificed from conscientious prin- 
ciples, gave her to consider herself more especially heir 
of an inheritance incorruptible, undejfiled, and thatfadeth 
not away; and conscious that she had fully concurred with 
my father, in depriving their children of a temporal trea- 
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sure, they were sedulously,, anxious to inculcate a per- 
suasion of the necessity of securing another. 

It is wonderful, that :i!^hile it was the great business, 
both of my father and mother, to render their children 
feelingly solicitious to secure an interest in the Redeemer, 
that they might be thus entitled to a blessed and happy 
futurity, they were both of them very rigid Calvinists. 

The doctrines, taught by that eloomy Reformer, they 
undeviatingly .taught to their famuy: and hence my soul 
frequently experienced the extreme of a^ony. Naturally 
viyaciousj to implant religion amon^ my juvenile pleasures 
required the most vigorous and uniform effort. Religion 
.was not a native of the soil, it was an exotic, which when 
planted, could only be kept alive by the most perse verinff . 
attention. Hence Religion became a subject of terror. I 
^as not ten years old when I began to suffer; the discov- 
ery of my sufferings gave my fond father much pleasure; 
he cherished hope of me when he found me suffering from 
my fears, and much indeed was I tortured by the severe 
unbending discipline of my father, and the terrifying ap- 
prehensions of what I had to expect from the God who 
created me. The second son of my parents was naturally 
of a pensive, gloomy disposition. He was more piously 
disposed, and less fond of amusement than myself, and 
bearing much of Cain as the eldest son of Adam, of Esau 
as the eldest son of Isaac, and of Abel and Jacob as the 
younger sons, my soul was frequently filled with terror, 
verily believing my brother was the elected, and myself 
the rejected of God. This appalling consideration, even 
at this early period, frequentr^ devoted my days and nights 
to tears and lamentation. But stabili^ dwelt not with 
me, and the pleasing expectations of my father were often 
blasted; my attachment to my playmates, and their child- 
ish gambols revived, and when engaged in appropriate 
amusements, I often forgot the immemate terror of the 
rod, and of future misery; both of which, as often as 1 
reflected, I painfuUy believed I should endure. My father 
took eirery method to confine me within his walls : it was 
with OKfficulty he prevailed upon himself to permit my 
attendance at school, yet this was necessary, and to school 
I must go; while that rigid and extreme vigilance, which 
was ever upon the alert, produced effects diametrically 
opposite to the end proposed. My appetite for pleasure 
increased, and I occasionally prefered the truant frolic, 
to the stated seasons of study, yea, though I was certain 
severe castigation would be tne consequence. Ifwi&^'tQc^ 
plications were the accompaniments of t\ie c\iAAiQa«is^i3^» 
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wliich were inflicted^ so that I often passed from the ter-' 
ror of the rod, to the terrifying apprefaensicms of futiiro 
and neyer-ending misery. Upon these terriiSc occasions^ 
the* most solemn resolutions were formed ^ and my vows 
were mazked by floods of tears. I would no more oifondl 
either my father, or kit God; I dared not to sa^ my God^ 
for I had heard my father declare, that for any mdividual, 
not the elect of Gfod, or to say of God, or to God, ' Ouil 
Fathsr,' was nothing better than blasphemy: when 
most devout, I was prevented from deriving consokttion 
from my pi^us breathings, by a persuasion that I w^as a 
reprobate, predestmed to eternal perdition. In fact, I 
believed that I had nothing to hope, but every thing to 
feflir, both from m^ Creator, and my father; and these 
soul-appalling considerations, by enforcing a conclusion , 
that 1 was but making provision for alternate torture, 
threw a cloud over every mnocent enjoyment. 

About the time that I attained my eleventh year, my 
father removed to Ireland, and though I dreaded going 
with him any where, I was the only individual of the 
family whom he compelled to accompany him. Tet I 
was captivated by the charms of novelty. London filled 
me with amazement, and my fbnd, my apprehensive father, 
was in continual dread of losing me;* while the severity 
he practised to detain me near him, by invigorating my 
desires to escape fh>m his presence, increased the evil. 

We quited London in the middle of April, and reaching 
Bristol, tamed but a little while in that city. At Pill, five 
miles fh>m Bristol, between my father and myself, a final 
separation was on the point of taking place.' In the Bris- 
tol river the tide is extremely rapid; I stepped ^nto a boat 
on the slip, and letting it loose, the force of the current 
almost instantly carried it off into the channel, and had it 
been ebb instead of flood tide, I must inevitably have gone 
out to sea, and most probably should never have been 
heard of more : but the flood tide carried me with great 
rapidity up the river, and the onl^ fear I experienced was 
from the efTects of my father's mdignation. The poor 
gentleman, with a number of compassionate individuals, 
were engaged, until almost twelve o^clock, in searching 
the town, and the harbor, and had returned home relin- 
quishing eveiy hope of my restoration. In the midst^of 
tne stream I mund a large flat«bottomed boat at anchor, 
to which, making fast the boat I was in, I consequently 
proceeded no farther. At midnight, I heard voices on 
the side of the river, when,' earnestly imploring their aid^ 
and offering a liberal reward, they came in their boat^ 
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ftad, conveying me on shore, conducted me to my lodg- 
ings; but no language can describe my dismay, as I drew 
near my father, who was immediately preparing to ad- 
minister the deserved chastisement, when the benevolent 
hostess interposed, and in pity-moving accents exclaimed : 
'Oh, for God's sake let the poor Blood alone; I waiTant 
he has suffered enough already. ' My father was softened, 
perhaps he was not displeased to find a pretence for mild- 
ness: he gave me no correction for this offence; he even 
treated me with unusual kindness. We were detained 
in Pill three weeks, wishing for a favorable wind, three 
weeks more at Minehead, and three weeks at Milford Ha- 
ven. Thus we were nine weeks in performing a passage, 
which is commonly made in forty-eight hours, and instead 
of my father's reaching Cork before the residue of his 
tkmily , they were there almost at the moment of our ar- 
rival. In Cork we were at home. There dwelt the re- 
f'pected mother of my father, and in easy circumstances j 
nianj changes, however, had taken place in her family, 
although th« remains of affluence were still visible. My 
father fixed his rej^tBnce in*fBe vicinity of this city, and 
a most pfeasing r^fsitjence it proved. 

About this time the'Methodists made their appearance, 
and my father was among the first who espoused their 
cause. His zeal for vital religion could hardly be sur- 
passed; and it appeared to him that this innate, and holy 
operation, rejected by every other sect, had found refuge 
in the bosoms of these exemplary people. But, though 
iny father espoused the cause, he did not immediately be- 
come a Methodist: the Methodists were not Calvinists. 
Yet, if possible, . he doubled his diligence; he kept his 
family more strict than ever; he was distinguished by the 
name of saint, and became the only person in his vicinity, 
whom the Methodists acknowlecfced as truly pious. With 
the religion of the Methodists 1 was greatly enamored; 
they preached of^en, and in the streets; they had private 
societies of young people, and sweet singing, and a vast 
deal of it, and an amazing variety of tunes, — and all this 
was beyond expression charming. At this period the 
health of my father began to decline. Physicians con- 
curred in opmion, that his complain Mudicated a pulmo- 
nary affection. Again his efforts were renewed and in- 
vigorated, and, poor gentleman, his labors wer^ abun- 
dantly multiplied. The ardent desire of his soul was to 
render every individual of his family acHvely religious, 
and relipous in his own way; but as his children neces- 
sarily mmgled more or less with the children in the Bright 
2* 
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borhood, they caught words and habits which be didliketf^ 
and application was made to the rod, a» a sovereign 
panacea 

In the <;ourse of my twelfth year, my father was over- 
taken by a very heavy calamity; his house, his houses, 
and indeed almost eveiy thing he possessed, were laid in 
ashes. He had only a moment to snatch' to bis bosom a 
sleeping infant from its cradle, when U part of the house 
fetl in j an instant longer and they would both have been 
wrapped in the surrounding flames; and a deep sense of 
this preserving mercy accompanied him to nis grave. 
Thus every event of his life seemed to combine to render 
his devotions more and more fervent. It was happy for 
us that my respectable grandmother still livedo whose eX" 
tricating hand was an ever ready resource. 
• It was my father's constant practice, so long as his 
health would permit, to quit his bed, winter as well aa 
summer, at four o'clock in the morning; a larse portion 
of this time, thus redeemed from sleep, was devoted to 
private prayers and meditations. At six o'clock the fami^ 
ly were summoned, and I, as the eldest son, was ordered 
into my closet, for the purpose of private devotion. My 
father, however, did not go with me, and I did not always 
pray; I was not always in a praying frame; but the de- 
ceit, which I was thus reduced to the necessity of prac- 
tising, was an additional torture to my laboring mind. 
After the family were collected, it was my part to read a 
chapter in the bible ; then followed a long and fervent prayer 
by my father; breakfast succeeded, when the childi-en 
being sent to school, the business of the day co^m)^nced. 
In the course of the day, my father, as I believe, never 
omitted his private devotions, and, in the evening, the 
whole family were again collected, the children examine 
ed, our faults recorded, and I, as an example to the rest, 
especially chastised. My father rarely passed by an of- 
fence, without marking it by such punishment as his 
sense of^duty awarded; and when my tearful mother in- 
ter<2eded for me, he would respond to her entreaties in 
t^e language of Solomon, ' if thou heat him with a rody 
he shaU not die;^ the biUe was again introduced, and 
the day was closed by prayer. Sunday was a day much 
to be dreaded in our family; we were all awakened at 
eairiy dawn, p^vate devotions attended, breakfast hastily 
dismissed, shutters closed, no light but from the back part 
of the house, no noise could bring any part of the family 
to >the window, not a syllable was uttered upon secular 
mffairs; every one who could read, children and domes-* 
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liee, hftd tlieir allotted chapters. Family prayer sueoeed* 
«d: aHer which, Baxter's Saint's Everlasting Rest waA 
itssigned to me; my mother all the time in terror lecft the 
children should be an interruption. At last the beU sum- 
moned us to church, whither in solemn order we proceed- 
ed: I close to my ^father) who admonished me to look 
straight forward, a^d not let my eyes wander after vani- 
ty. At church, I was fixed at his elbow, compelled to 
Kneel when he kneeled, to stand when he stoo^ to find 
the Psalm, Epistle, Gospel, and collects for the day; and 
any instance of inattention was vigilently marked, and 
unrelentingly punished. When I returned from church, 
1 was ordered to my closet; and when I came forth, the 
chapter from which the preacher had taken his text, was 
read, and I was then questioned respecting the sermon, a 
part of which I could generally repeat. Dinner, as 
breakfast, was ti^en in silent haste, auer which we were 
ttot suffered to walk, even in the garden, but every one 
must either read, or hear reading, until the bell gave the - 
Bi^al for afternoon service, fVom which we returned to 
private devotion, to reading, to catechising, to examina- 
tion, and long family prayer, which closed the most labo- 
rious day of the week. It was the custom for many of 
our visiting friends to unite with us in these evening ex- 
c^rcises, to the no siAall gratification of my father; it is 
true, especially after he became an invalid, he was oAen 
extremely fatigued, but, upon these occasions, the more 
he suffered, the more he rejoiced, since his reward would 
l>e the greater, and indeed his sufferings, of every descrip- 
tion, were to him a never-failing source of consolation. 
Jn fact, this devotional life became to him second nature, 
but it was not so to his family. For myself, I was alter- 
"Wely serious, and wild, but never very moderate in any 
thing. My father rejoiced in my devotional frames, and 
^aa encouraged to proceed, as occasion was given, in the 
g^od work of whipping, admonishing, and praying. I 
continued to repeat my pious resolutions, ana, still more 
Jj) bind my soul, I once vowed a vow unto the Lord,-^ 
^^ne the book for the purpose of adding to its solenmi- 
tyj-^that I would no more visit the pleasure grouhds, nor 
'^n associate with those boys, who had been my com- 
P&Bions. Almost immediately after this transaction I at- 
tended a thundering preacher, who, taking for his text 
that couimand of our Saviour, which directs his disc^)les 
to * mew not at aU,^ gave me to believe I had committed . 
^ iQOBt heinous trcLnsgression, in the oath that I had tajien^; * 
^^Ji he went so far as to assure his hearers, that to say, 
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'vptm my uxMrd,* was an oath, a very horrid oath, since it 
was tantamount to swearing by Jesus Qhrist, inasmuch 
as he was the word, who was made flesh for*|us and dwelt 
among us. This sermon rendered me for a long season 
truly wretched, while 1 had no individual to^ whom I 
could confide my distresses. To my father I dared not 
even name my secret afflictions, and 'my mother, as far 
as the tenderness of her nature would permit, was in 
strict unison with her venerated husband. The depres- 
sion of my spirits upon this occasion was great, and en- 
during; but for revolving months I continued what they 
called a good boy, 1 was attentive to my book, carefully 
following the directions that were given me, and on my 
return from school, instead of Squandering the hours of 
intermission with idle associates, I immediately retired 
to the garden, which constituted one of the^ first pleasures 
of my hfe; in fact, the cultivation of fruits^ and flowers, 
has, in every period of my existence, continued to me a 
prime source of enjoyment. My paternal grandmother 
was the Lady Bountiful of the parisn; having made it her 
study.^^she became an adept in the distillation of simples; 
she had a large garden adjoining to my father's wad she 
cultivated an amazing variety of plants. As I was her 
favorite assistant, she gradually obtained my father's per- 
mission, that I should appropriate to her a large part of 
my time, and the hours which I consequently devoted to 
this venerable lady, in her garden, and in her habitation, 

* were to me halcyon hours. It was my study to enrich 
her grounds with every choice herb, or flower, which 
met my gaze, and ( was ever on the alert to collect plants 
of the most rare description. This was confessedly an 
innocent amusement; it would bear reflection, and was 
therefore delightful, Alas ! alas ! it was too replete with 
felicity to be continued, I was soon compelled to relinquish 
my pleasant occupation. My father found it necessary 
to remove from the neighborhood of his mother, and her 
garden no more bloom^ for me. 

We were speedily established in the vicinity of a noble- 
man's seat, in which was instituted an academy of high 
reputation. It was under the direction of an Episcopalian 
clergyman, who, being well acquainted with, and much 
attached to my father, bad frequent opportunities of hear- 

* ing me recite many chapters from the bible, which I had 
conunitted to memory, and becoming fond of me, h€ 
earnestly importuned my father to surrender me up tc 
his care, * He shall live in my family,' said he; ^ he shall 
be unto me as a son, I will instruct him, and when op- 
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portuttHy efferS} he shall become a» member of the Uiii» 
Ternty: he has a {Mrodigious memory, hia understanding 
Heeds only to be opened, when he will make the most 
nimd progress.' But my father, trambling for my spirit* 
nu interest, if removed from his guardian care, returned 
to this liberal proposal the most unqualified negative, and 
my writings-master inmiediately sought, and obtained the 
ntuation for his son^ who wa8-alM>ut myase. In this 
academy many nobleman's sons were qualmed for Trinity 
College, Dublin, luid in a few years one of those ennobled 
students, selected my fortunate schoolmate as a compan- 
ion; he passed through Trinity College, and receiyed its 
honors, n:om which period I never again beheld him, un- 
til I saw him in a pulpit in the city oi London. 

Though my social propensities, at every period •f my 
Hfe greatly predominated, yet the close attention paid me 
by mf father, greatly abridged every enjoyment of this 
(wseription. ITet I md form one dear connection, with 
whom I held sweet converse. But of the society of this 
dear youth I was soon deprived. Recalled by his family, 
he was to leave town upon a Sunday morning, and in- 
stead of going to church, I took my way to his lodffing[s, 
fot the purpose of bidding him a last farewell. The ill 
heaHth of my father prevented him from attending church 
on that day, but tidings of my delinc^uency were conveyed 
to him by a ffentleman of his acquamtance, and my pun- 
isftment, as I then believed, was more than proportioned 
to my fault. Still, however, I had sufficient hardihood 
to run great hazards. A review of several regiments of 
Boldiers was announced; I could not obtain leave to be 
present, yet, for the purpose of witnessing a sight so 
novel, I was determined to take the day to myself; I 
suffered much through the day from hunger, and I antici- 
pated my reception at home. In the evening, I stopped 
^t a little nut, where the homely supper smoked up- 
on the. frugal board; the cottagers had the goodness 
to press me to partake with them; my heart blessed 
tbetD;.I should, like Esau, have given my birthright 
^ it been mine to bestow, for this) entertainment; 
^, blessings on|||yiospita'ble inhabitants of this island, 
^oy make no deflBUs either upon friend, or stranger; 
*^ery IndividuaJ is welcome to whatever sustenance either 
^r houses or their huts afford. I sat down, and I ate 
*he sweetest meal I ever ate in my life, the pleasure of 
^hich 1 have never yet forgotten, although the paternal 
chastisement, which followed, was uncommonly severe* 

The time now ajpproached when it waa ^xxd^^ T^^tftV 
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sary I should engage in some business, by which 1 
might secure the neccessaries of life. The conscience 
of my father had deprived me of an estate, and of a col- 
legiate education, and it was incumbent upon him to 
make some provision for me. But what was to be doner 
If he sent me abroad, I should most unquestionably con- 
tract bad habits. Well then, he would bring me up him- 
self; but this was very difficult. He had for some tune 
thrown up business, and new expenses must be incur- 
red. Finally, however, I commenced my new career, 
and under the eye of my pains-taking fatner. I did not 
however like it; yet I went on well, and, dividing my 
attention between my occupation and my garden, I had 
little leisure. It was at this period I besan once more to 
experience the powerful operation of religion, and secret 
devotion became my choice^ Perhaps no one of my age 
ever more potently relt the joys and sorrows of Religion. 
The Methodists had followed us to our new situation, 
and they made much noise; they courted, and obtained 
the attention of my father, and he now joined their society. 
They urged him to become a preacher, but his great hu- 
mility, and his disbelief of Arminianism were insupera- 
ble bars. He was nevertheless a powerful assistant to 
the Methodists. Mr. John Wesley was a great admirer 
o^ my father, and he distinguished him beyond any indi- 
vidual in the society; perse veringly urging him to b^ 
come the leader of a class, and to meet the society in the 
absence of their preachers : to all which my father con- 
sented. I think I have befbre observed, that I was de- 
\'oted to the Methodists, and for the very reason that render- 
ed my father apprehensive of them, — ^they were very «o- 
cial. The Methodists in this, as in every other place, 
where they sojourned, by degrees established a perma- 
nent residence. They first preached in the streets, 
practised much self-denial, and mortification, inveighed 
against the standing reli^on of the country, as impious 
and hypocritical, declaring the new birth only to be 
found among them. To this general rule, they, how- 
ever, allowed my father to be an exception; and his open 
espousal of their cause contribute<^||||eatly to builoing 
them up. They gained many pros^pHs : it became the 
fashion for multitudes to become religious; and it is' in 
religion as in every thing else, where once it is followed 
by a multitude, multitudes will follow. The very child- 
ren became religious. A meeting-house was speedily ob- 
tained, a society was formed, and classes of every de- 
9criptioo regularly arranged. There was one class of 
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boys; it consisted cif forty, and Mr. John Wesley appoint- 
ed me their leader. Twice in the course of every week 
this class met in a private apartment. The business of 
the leader was to see that the members were all present; 
for this purpose he was furnished with a list of their 
names, and when they were all assembled, the leader be- 
gan by singing a hymn. I was once pronounced a good 
ginger, and although I never had patience to learn mu- 
sic by note, I readily caught every tune I heard, and my 
notes were seldom false. I repeat, that I was deliehted 
with the music introduced by the Methodists. I collect- 
ed their most enchanting tunes, and singing them fre- 
quently in my class, I obtained much applause. I^rayer 
succeeded the hymn; I was accustomed to extemporary 
prayer; I had usually prayed in sincerity, and my devo- 
tion upon these occasions was glowing and unsigned. 
Examination followed the prayer; I examined every indi- 
vidual separately, respecting the work of God upon his 
heart, and both the questions, and responses, evinced 
great simplicity, and pious sincerity. A word of gene- 
ral advice next^nsued, a second hynm was sung, and the 
whole concluded with prayer. This was a most delight 
iul season, bother my parents, and myself. I became 
the object of general attention : my society was sought 
by the grey-headed man, and the child. My experience 
was various, and great; in fact, I had experienced more 
of what is denominated the work of God upon the heart, 
than many, I had almost said than any, of my seniors, 
nty parents excepted. Devout persons pronounced that 
I was, by divine favor, destined to become a Imming 
^ a fhining light; and from these flattering appear- 
ances my father drew much consolation. I was frequent- 
ly addressed, in his presence as the child of much 
watching, and earnest prayer; this, to my proudly-ptous 
parent was not a little flattering; it was then that I de- 
rived incalculable satisfo^ction, from these very legible 
marks of election : And tllough 'the Methodists insisted, 
that the doctrine of election, before repentance and fkith, 
was a damnable doctritie; yet they admitted, that, after 
^« manifestation of extraordinary evidences, the indi- 
^dual, so favored, was unquestionably elected. Thus, 
hy the concurrep' testimonies of Calvitiists and Armin- 
ians, I was taught to consider myself as distinguished, 
wid chosen of God; as certainly bom again. Yet, as it 
>^&8 next to impossible to ascertain the moment of my 
*iew birth, I became seriously unhappy, but from this un- 
happiness I was rescued, by reading accounts o^ VicA^ 
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jnod good men in Buiiilar circumstances; I now therelbr(! 
lived a heaven upon earth, beloved, caressed^ and ad- 
mired. No longer shut up under my father's watchful 
-care, I was allowed to go out every morning at five 
o'clodk to the house of public worship; there T hymned 
the praises of God, and united in fervent prater with the 
children of the faithful: meeting several oi my youM 
admiring friends, we exchanged experiences, we minglea 
our joys and our sorrows, and by this friendly intercourse 
the first was increased, and the second diminished. In 
all our little meetings we were continually complaining 
to, and soothing each other, and these employments were 
truly delightflil. The mind cannot be intently occupied 
on contrary matters at the same time, and my mind being 
jQlled with devotion, my waking and my sleeping mo- 
ments were invariably engaged in religious pursuits; it 
was in truth my meat, and my drink, to do what I be- 
lieved the will of my heavenly Father. At this period, 
I should have been wrecked upon the sand-built founda- 
tion of telf-^ighieouiness, as many of my young friends, 
were, had it not been for jthe unbroken vigilance of an ex- 
perienced and tender father. He saw the danger of top 
great elation, and he labored to keep me humble in my 
own estimation. ^ You now, my dear,' said he, ' think 
you know every thing; but when you really attain supe- 
rior information, you will be convinced you know noth- 
ing.? This assertion appeared to me extremely paradoxi- 
cal: but I have since learned to appreciate its rationality 
ana its truth. 1 know not how long I proceeded in this 
delightful path; nothing from within or without, inter- 
rupted my course, and I well remern^r, that I fancied 
myself on the verge of perfection, i saw, or imagined I 
saw, undeviating rectitude within my grasp. I was con- 
scious of no wishes, but those which I considered the le- 
gitimate offspring of the religion I professed. I wonder- 
ed what had become of my evil propensities; they were 
hoWever gone, and. I believed, they would no more re- 
turn: my days, my weeks rolled on, uniformly devoted to 
pursuits, which created for me ifnutterable self-compla- 
cency. On Sunday morning I arose with the sun, and 
like our first parent in a state of innocence. 

Straight towards heaven my wondering eyes I turned, 
'* And gazed awhile the ample sky." 

Thus aAer a night of charmingly refreshing, and undis- 
turbed repose, with spirits innocently gay, I arose, wash- 
ed my face and hands, repeating a short supplication. 



• 
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which my father never, on those occasions, onuttJif 
*0, Almighty God, who hath ordained this watery ele- 
ment for the use, and support of nature, by which I am 
at this time refreshed, ana cleansed, ! purify my soul, 
by the operation of thy blessed spirit, as a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.' I then retired to my 
closet, offering the orisons of my gladened heart, and 
habited for church. I sat down to my book, uiitil my 
father made his appearance, when the mmil^irbeing sum- 
moned, and the morning prayer ended, we breakfasted | 
but it was a light repast; and soon despatched. At eight 
o'clock, I attended' the Mothodist meeting; at half 
past nine, I returned home, and devoted the time to read- 
ing, until after ten, when the bell summoned nie to chiirch, 
where the Methodists at that time attended; at church I 
was remarked for my devotion. From the church I re- 
turned to my closet, after which 1 read the Bible, respond- 
ing to the interrogations of my father, relative to the 
sermon, by rejpeating it nearly verbatim. Dinner over I 
again retired tb my closet; from which, by my father's 
desire, I made my appearance, to read for him some de- 
votionlll book, until the bell again commanded my attend- 
ance upon public worship; but, to my great consolation, 
I had not, when I returned home,as on Sunday sketched in 
a former page, to spend the residue of the day in sadden- 
ing glooms: at five o'clock, the Methodist nieedng again 
opened, to which the multitude flocked; th^e I saw, and»^ 
there, with affectionate admiration, I was seen; the Batt jI 
when the terrors of law were exhibited, I was delifljjw^ 
by the assurance of eternal security therefrom; and t^Mpgfcv 
when the children of the Redeemer were addressS®^ 
the soothing and plausive strains of consolation, my h^s^t /■ 
throbbed with pleasure, and tears of transport copiously 
evinced the rapture of my soul. Society meeting suc- 
ceeded the close of public service; three classes of the 
people were denominated Methodists : The congregation, 
who, as outer-court worshippers, were only hearers, and 
seekers; members of the society, who were classed; and 
members of the band society, who were genuine Jbelievers, 
The two latter liiet every Sunday evening after meeting 
and no individual, who was not furnished with^a ticket 
could gain admittance. This ticket was a ba<CgS of di&- 
tmction; it gave the possessor entrance, all others were 
shut out, and the door was locked. No words caji d^ 
scribe my sensations, when I obtained a seat inside* U^- 
closed door; when I listened, while the preacher in a ; 
low voice addressed the children of God TVve Vvoxsaft 
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vr|s not unfrequently filled with the dissonant sounds of 
terror, and joy issued from the discordant voices of those, 
who were in the valley, or on the mount. From this so- 
ciety, I returned home, to unite in family^ devotion, re- 
peat the fundamental points of *my religion, retire to my 
rrivate devotions, and then to be<l. Monday morning, 
arose at five oSclock, and after the same preparation as 
on Sunday, attended meeting, returned to breakfast, oc- 
cupied myself with the business of the day, until dinner; 
and ailer dinner, f^n interval passed in private devotion, 
to secular affairs again, until evening; then once more to 
the Methodist mating, returned, attended family and 
private devotions, and to my cha^iber: often not to rest, 
but to my book, till midnight. "iThus was my time spent, 
two evenings in the week excepted, which were devoted 
to my class, and one night in the week, when the society 
assembled, as on Sunday evehing; but, alas ! the fervor 
of spirit, excited on those occasions, cannot, in the nature 
of things be very durable. There were individuals in 
my class who proved u|jt^vard, they began to be weary 
in well doing; this was a source of sorrow, the first I had 
experienced for a long time; added to this, repeated com- 
plaints reached my ear, and not unfrequently slanderous 
reports — reports one against another! This tortured 
me; I consulted the preachers, disputes ran high, the in- 
terposition of parents became indispensable, and the 
class was broken!! This was a severe trial; I had de- 
rived high satisfaction from the connexion, and from the. 
fame which it had bestowed upon me; I however lost no 
reputation; it was generally believed I had perfornaed 
my duty, and that no boy, beside myself, would have 
kept such a set of beings together, and in such order so 
long. 

This was a season replete with events, which possessed 
for me no common interest. Constantly in society, I for- 
med many attachments, antl I began to fear that the love 
of social enjoyments would, like Aaron's rod, swallow up 
my best affections. From conviction of error, I sought 
etirement: I loved reading more than any thing else, but 
I sighed for variety, and as the full soul loatheth the honey 
, comb, I began to sicken at the constant repetition of devo- 
tional books. My father read history, and some few 
novels, but he took special care to secure those books from 
his children. We were allowed to read no books but tbe 
bible, and volumes based upon this "precious depository of 
whatsoever things are good and excellent. I sometimeet^ 
however, glanced my pyft ovct my father's shoiilder an'l 
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finding Tom Jones, or the history of a Foundling, in his 
hand, the efforts at conceahnent, which he evident^ made, 
augmented my anxiety to read. I remember once to have 
found Clarissa Harlowe upon his table. Hervy^s Medita- 
tions, and Young's Night Thoughts, were not interdicted 
books and |heir plaintive sadness obtained an eas^ admis- 
sion into the inmost recesses of my soul. To Milton too 
I gave some hours, but I could not read blank verse, nor 
did my father wish to encourage my attempts in this way. 
He saw I**had too strong passion for novelty, and he 
daemed it prudent to check me in the commencement of 
my career. 

Although my devotional ecstacies were diminished, yet 
I was steadily attentive to my religious exercises, and I 
believed myself daily increasing in goods. It is true my 
life was as variable as the weather; sometimes on the 
mount, and sometimes in the valley, sometimes alive 
to all the fervor of devotion, and sometimes, alas I very 
lifeless: Now rejoicing in hojpe, and anon depressed by 
fear. 

The preachers, visiting the adjacent villages, often re- 

3uested my father to permit my attendance ; his consent 
elighted me; I reaped, from those little excursions, 
abundant satisfaction, and the preachers being iny elders, 
and much acquainted with the world, I coUected from 
their conversation much to instruct and amuse. They 
were, however, young men, they collected young com- 
pany, and they were excellent singers; this was a inost 
f leasing circumstance. My affections naturally glowing, 
soon formed strong attachments and, the craft of Mr. 
Wesley changing his candidates with every new quarter, 
the farewell sermons generally dissolved the whole con- 
gregation in tears, and my bosom was often lacerated 
with many and deep wounds. 

An order from the Bishop ^now arrived, calling upon 
the people to prepare for confirmation, and young persons 
were directed to wait upon their parish minister for the 
requisite instruction. Although the Methodists consider- 
ed themselves ^Episcopalians, yet they were detested by 
the clergy of that church; their zeal seemed a stsmdinf 
satire upon them; and their indignation was proportioned 
to the progress mgde by the new sect. We, nowevei*; 
presented ourselves as candidates for confirmation r though 
young, I was pretty generally known, and it soon became 
evident, that I had incurred the displeasure of my minis- 
ter, • No question was proposed to me, but his oblique 
redactions were abundant: I determined, how^vfttv'^ 
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address him; and one day when he was cautioning those, 
who were honored by his attention ^ against those expecta- 
tions about which the wild enthusiasts of the day were 
fanatically raving, such as the e3;Jraordinary operations of 
the spirits, Slc. &.C., exhorting them to consider them- 
selves in their baptism made members of Christ, and 
inheritors of the kmgdom of heaven, I ventured to ask: 
Did I, sir, in my baptism, receive all the advantages? In 
a most ungracious manner, he replied : ' Undoubtedly.* 
Then, sir, allow me to ask. What can I want more? Of 
what use is confirmation ? * What do you mean by askitig 
these impertinent rjuestions?' I ask for information: I 
came hither to be instructed. ' No, you came here to 
instruct me^ you want to see your patron, John Wesley, 
in the pulpit. You have no business here.? I conceive, 
air, I have business here; I am one of your parish. I 
was warned to attend, for the purpose of receiving 
instruction; and to whom should I apply but to my minis- 
ter? He deigned not to answer me, but when we again 
assembled, I observed : I remember, sir, when we were 
last here, you told us, there was no such thing a^ Kfeeline; 
operation of the spirit of God; I request therefore 
know, how we are to understand that article of our 
church, which pronounces the doctrine of election full of 
especial comfort to all godly persons, and such as feel in 
themselves the workings of the spirit of the Lord? ' You 
have nothing to do with the articles; you do not under- 
stand them.' I should suppose, sir, that every member of. 
a church had something to do with the articles of his 
church; and if I do not understand them, suffer me to 
come to you for information. * You are an impertinent 
fellow, ^nd if you thus proceed, I shall order the clerk to 
put you out of the church.' You may order me out your- 
self, sir; only tell me to go, and I will instantly depart. 
Not another syllable was uttered to me, upon this occa- 
sion. But upon the following Sunday, when the young 
people of the conffre'gation were again to be catechised, 
1 appeared with the rest, and our teacher uttered a severe 
and pointed sarcasm. I was sufficiently abashed to. cover 
my face with my hat — ^when, in a very angry tone he 
conimanded me to depart from the church, he would suffer 
no laughter there. 1 assured this christian preacher, that 
I did not laugh, that I felt no disposition to laugh; he in- 
sisted, that I did, and with great confusion I withdrew 
from the altar; but waiting for him in the porch of the 
church, I humbly implored his pardon,- while I informed 
him, that he had done me much wrong j that I bad too 
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sacred a veneration for the place I was in, to deport my- 
self unbecomingly while under its roof: that I had not 
the smallest inclination to mirth; that the consideration 
of his denying the operation of the spirit upon the heart 
had too much disturbed and grieved me. * Well, I do 
still say, there is no especial operation of the spirit : I 
have never experienced any thing of this description.' 
How then, suffer me to ask, could you say, when you 
were ordained, that you felt yourself moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon you the office of a teacher ? *You 
know nothing of the matter, you. are very impertinent. 
JVfany were standing by, who seemed pleased with the 
advantage I had so apparently gained, and, while thus 
remunerateid for the insult I had received, I returned 
home in triumph. " 

Some time after, as I was passing the street, one of my 
cicquaintance asked me, if I knew the bishop was at that 
moment engaged in confirming the young people of our 
parish? I instantly repaired to the church, and to my 
great surprise, found the information correct; my good 
priest had not intended I should be apprized of the busi- 
ness. I advanced ho"\vever to the altar, and presented 
myseirto the bishop. My priest appeared exceedingly ir- 
ritated, and made a communication to the bishop, in a 
tone too low to be understood by me; but his lordship 
replied aloud, * it is of no consequence what they are. 
provided they understand what they are about.' From 
this reply I concluded the priest had accused me of Meth 
odism. It happened, that I was the first of the circle 
presented round the altar, and began as follows : 

Bishop, What is your business here ? 

"Murray. My lord, when I was baptised, my sponsors 
promised, in my name, to renounce, the devil ancf all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, with 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh. They engaged also, that 
so soon as I should have learned the creed, the Lord's 
prayer, and the ten commandments, they would introduce 
!iie to this ordinance; as, however, they have neglected 
so to do, I beg leave.to present myself. 

Bishop. What idea nave you of thi^ ordinance I 

Murray. I conceive, my lord, that tbe engagements 
entered ii^to at my baptism, cannot be fulfilled without 
the aid, and operation of the spirit of the Lord; and I am 
taught to consider this ordinance as a means of grace, 
through which I may obtain the aid of the Holy Sf^irlt, so 
requisite to my well doing. 



30 Llffi or BEV. JOHK MtTKRAT, 

Bishop, (With a softened voice) Have you ever been 
at the communion? 

Murray, Yes, my lord, and although I ventured at 
first with fear, and trembling, yet deriving thererfrom real 
consolation, I have never since absented myself. ' you are 
right, said the Bishop, and immediately laying his hands 
upon my head, he prayed for me with the greatest appa- 
rent fervor. Turning to a lad, who stood next me, he 
asked him the same question he had previously addressed 
to liie: he was unprovided with an answer. *This is 
aj»tonishin^,' said the bishop; ' I should have thought you 
wouW at least have learned to answer from the youth 
who spoke before you; ' and he gave my priest a glance, 
which called the blush of confusion into his face. I was 
extremely gratified, so were my friends in general, and 
my pious lather in particular. Mr. John Wesley now 
'made us a visit, he paid me the most distinguished attention, 
anrl the regards oi such a man were, to a youne heart, 
truly flattering; he cherished the idea, that I should shortly 
become a useful laborer in the field, which he so sedu' 
lously cultivated. One thing, however, gave him anxie- 
ty, — ^the probability that I had imbibed my f^ther^s dam- 
nable principles, for such he denominated the Calvinistic 
tenets; yet he hoped better things of me, aQ|^ things 
which accompanied salvation. When in my father's 
house, he manifested toward him the greatest kindness 
and friendship; but on leaving the country, he charged 
his followers to keep a strict watch over him, lest, through 
the influence of his great piety, he should infuse his abom- 
inable sentiments into the minds of some of the breth- 
ren. Mr. Wesley's disciples considered him the apostle 
of the age : and I experienced a reverential awe in liis 
presence; J^t there were points in his conduct, which^ ex- 
cited my wonder, and wmch, in any other character, I 
should not have hesitated to pronounce wrong; but I 
should have believed it criminal even to ' suspect that he 
could err. My religion was becoming more and more 
formal^ it seemed a body without a sotU. Sometimes, 
indeed, when listening to a lively, warm-hearted preach- 
er, I was made most keenly to feel the poverty of my 
condition; that, while I was believed rich, and increasing 
in goods, having need of nothing, I was in truth misera- 
bly poor, blind and naked. This consideration ofteh 
rended me sad, in proportion as I appeared to suffer: I 
became the object of respectful attention. Glooms, and 
melancholy, were considered as infallible signs of a gra- 
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clous disj^osition, not onJy by my father, but by all my 
religious connexions. One of our preachers used to say, 
he had rather be in the company of a thousand demons, 
than ten laughing persons ! Unfortunately for thf main- 
tenance of my standing in the society, my sadness was 
not uniform, and, preserving no medium, I always be- 
came gay in full proportion to my previous depression; 
and, in truth, cheerfulness was becoming the prevailing 
temper of my mind, and! know not how long it might 
have continued so, if I had not observed, to my great con- 
sternation, that I was daily loosing ground in the estima- 
tion of my associates. This conviction banished my dan- 
gerous vivacity, and restored my respectability. I now 
sedulously avoided society, and frequently envied those 
who were released from this dangerous world. I have 
often, alter a night of suffering, risen with the dawn, 
and entering the church-yard, have passed hours there, 
contemplating the happy state of those who were lodged 
in their narrow house, and ardently longed to be as they 
were. Even my father began to fear that I was rapidly 
declining, and by his consequent tenderness I was beyond 
expression touched. ' 

t cannot now determitie how long this frame of mind 
continued, but this I know, that it lasted long enough to 

fain me more reputation, both at home and abroad, than 
had lost; there was such a variety in my feelings, the - 
changes in my spirit from sad to gay, from gay to sad^- . 
were so frequent, that I had of course far more experi- 
ence, than any other person of my age. The young, 
when under awakenings, always resorted to me for com- 
fort and information, while the old hung with delight or. 
my narrations: the prayers of ray father obtained due 
credit; the child of so many prayers could only be as I 
was. I was at this time about sixteen years of age, but 
commencing life so early, I felt like twenty, and I antici- 
pated all the enjoyments which awaited me. 

About this period, our society was gratified by a most 
unexpected acquisition. A gentleman of great fortune, 
who had beto a virulent opposer of the IVfethodists, be- 
came a zealous convert to tneir tenets, and with his*ladv 
joined our congregation; no event had ever given such 
exultation, such complete satisfaction. They had be- 
longed to the Presbyterian meeting, and their numerous 
kindred, worshipping there, conti^pied inveterate adver- 
saries. .Between niy father and the new convert the 
warmest friendship took place; and his good lady, who, 
was indeed one of the first of women, became as warmly 
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attached to oar family as her husband. They had been 
converted at the same time; and as new converts are 
always the most zealous, this good couple, although ad- 
vanced in years, used to rise at four in the morning, in 
the dej^th of winter, and go round among the neighbors, 
in order to arouse them in time to attend morning service, 
which was regularly at five o'clock, winter and summer; 
our house being in the way, they never omitted calling 
upon us; my father was not always well enough to ac- 
company them, but I never failed, and the delight they 
took in me was great. Their family consisted of two 
sons, one older than myself, and one of my own age, and 
two daughters younger than their brothers: for a long 
season this family, and ours, spent at least a part of every 
day together; they met constantly at church, and had 
beside many private interviews. Mr. Little, the name 
of our new friend, belonged to a class of which my father 
was the leader, and Mrs. Little to my mother's band. 
The classes generally consisted of twelve, beside the 
leader. The band was formed from the classes, and, 
consisted of six, beside the leader. These bands were 
composed of true believers, and of one sex and condition : 
The single women, the married women, and the widows, 
the single men, the married men, and the widowers. My 
mother was a leader of a band of married women. The 
youth, I have mentioned of my own age, sought and ob- 
tained my confidence; I conceived for him the warmest 
affection, and i had every reason to suppose the attach- 
ment mutual; we passed many delightful hours together, 
and the discovery of our friendship gave real satisfaction 
to our parents. The eldest son adhered to the church, 
the family had left; and the only daughter who was of 
age to decide, embraced the principles of her parents. 
Fi'om our connexion with these worthy people, I derived 
great pleasure; I was much beloved by the principals of 
the family, and I had great delight in the society of their 
children. I have frequently retired with my young friend 
to read, and pray: we had in fact no solitary pleasures. 
It was in the closet of this friend, that I first became ac- 
quainted with Addison, Pope, Parnel, Thomson, and 
dhakspeare; we read those writings together; never shall 
I forget the avidity with which I seized, ana the delight 
with which I perused those authors; 1 was beyond ex- 
pression fascinated Im their numbers; but I thought best 
carefully to conceal tnis new source of enjovment from 
my father. .The library, to which I thus obtained free 
access was very extensive: besides the books already 
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named^ it contained much to attract a young mind; novels, 
essays, and histories, by a frequent perusal of which, I 
was both informed and improved. Thus, in the full en- 
joyment of sweet serenity, glided on many happy m.onths; 
my time was divided between the habitation of my father, 
and his friend. I enjoyed the warm regards of every in- 
dividual of this amiable family, the eldest son excepted, 
nor was he a malignant foe; he contented himself with 
making a jest of our devotion, which only served to attach 
us more closely to each other : but, as the afiection of the 
youngest son grew for me, it appeared to diminish for his 
brother. This fact rendered his parents unhappy, and I 
myself was seriously afflicted, lest I should be regarded 
either directly, or indirectly, as the source of their inqui- 
etude. They, however, did not hesitate to impute to tneir 
eldest son's aversion from religion every thing unpleasant 
between their children, and I had credit for my full share of 
that rectitude and correct conduct, to which their young- 
est son was, by nature, so uniformly inclined. It must, 
however, be confessed, that the first-bam was not without 
auses of irritation: I was evidently the brother of his 
brother's affection, I was the object of his parents' regard, 
his eldest sister discovered, on all occasions, a very strong 
partiality for me, and even the youngest, a child of about 
six years old, made me the confidant of all her little se- 
crets, often hung about my neck, with infantile .fondness, 
while her sweet endearments were precioys to my heart. 
It was not then, I repeat, very wonderful, if the young 
gentleman, who felt himself aggrieved, should become very 
unhappy i and very much my enemy. While I was thus 
considered as a child of this family, a young lady, a dis- 
tant relation of Mrs. Little, was introduced as a visitor; 
she also was a Methodist, and of great piety. My young 
friend and myself, were in the parlor when she entered, 
but soon withdrew, when we both affreed, she was the 
most ordinary young woman we had ever beheld; she 
was I presume, more than twenty-five years of age, under 
the conmion stature, of a very sallow complexion, largQ 
features, anJ a disagreeable cast in her bye; yet this same 
young lady, had not been more than three weeks under the 
same roof Willi us, before we both became violently in love 
with her% - Many days hovrever elapsed, before either be- 
can^ acquainted with the passion of the other; but I could 
nevBr conceal any thing long, esjjecially from this my sec- 
ond self; and on a summer evening, as we pursued our 
usual walk through a fl©wery mead, on the margin of a 
beautiful river, both sadly pensive and sighing, as if our 
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hearts were breaking, my friend mournfully inquired; 
•What, my dear Murray, afflicts you? why are you bo 
sad?' I am ashamed of myself, I cannot tellyou'the cause 
of my distress. * Not tell me ! would you, can ybu conceal 
any thing from me ?' I felt the full' force of a question, 
asked in a tone of endearing sympathy. No, my friend, 
you shall be made acquainted with my whole heart; I will 
have no reserves to you; but you^ you also are unhappy, 
and I am ignorant of the cause ! ' Depend on it, I shall 
not hesitate to give you every mark of confidence, when 
you shall set the example.' Well then, my brother, my 
friend, will you not wonder, (and indeed I am myself as- 
tonished) when I assure you, that I have conceived for 
Miss Dupee the strongest and most tender passion ! He 
started, appeared eoniused, and for some moments we 
both continued silent. At length, taking my hand, he 
said: * I pity you, from iny soul, nor do I bfame your at- 
tachment; for, however unattractive in person, who that 
hears Miss Dupee converse, who that has any knowledge 
of her mind, can avoid loving her, even as you love her; 
and to prove to you how fully I am qualified to sympathize 
with you, let me frankly own, that! also love tnis charm- 
ing woman.' Tliis unexpected avowal greatly afflicted 
me: I trenabled lest so strong a passion for the same ob- 
ject, should eventually prove fatal to our friendship. I 
expressed to this dear, amiable youth my apprehensions, 
when he caught my hand, and with glistening eyes, ex- 
claimed; ' Never, my brother, no never shall any thing 
separate between thee and me. By first conamunicating 
your sentiments, you have acquired & prior right, which 
1 will not, dare not invade. No one else shall hear of 
my infant love; I will not allow myself to see her, but 
when seated by your sid^; and although I love her more 
than any body I ever have, or, as I believe ever shall see, 
I never will be the cause of your unhappiness.' This 
generosity was truly affecting. I caught him to my bo- 
som; I wept, I even sobbed as I held him to my heart, 
and unable to bear his superiority, I exclaimed: No, my 
noble-hearted friend, never will I accept such a sacrifice : 
we are yet to learn for which of us her heavenly Father 
has designed this treasure. Let us both, as occasion may 
occur, indulge ourselves in her a^ciety, and should the 
event prove thatyouarethe highly favored mortal, I hope, 
and believe, I shall willinffly resign her, and content my- 
self with listening to her heavenly accents. And, truth 
to say, she possessed a most enchanting voice; a most 
fhscinating manner, admirably calculated to gain heartSj 
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especially youiig hearts, simple, and soflened by religion; 
and, what was above all bewitching, she sanj^ the most 
divine of Mr. Wesley's hymns in a most divinely impres- 
sive manner. While, however, we were mutually ac- 
ceding to this wise plan for the disposal of Miss Dupee, 
it never once enteredrinto our heads, that she very possi- 
bly was not designed for either of us. Perhaps»few 
youthful bosoms have ever endured a greater coiidict be- 
tween love and friendship : We experienced both in no com- 
mon, degree, but friendship in both our hettrts becaice 
triumphant. The amiable woman continued, for some 
time, decidedly the object of our deliberate election; but J 
had, however, reason to believe my attachment the 
strongest, for it deprived me of both rest and appetite. 
For the first time I began to tag rhymes : I have sat by 
the hour together upon an eminence, whence I could be- 
hold her habitation, poetizing, and sighing, as if my heart 
would break; I ^ad some reason to believe she had dis- 
covered, and was diverted with my passion ; indeed she 
must have laughed at me, if she had not despised me. 
After a long struggle between my hopes, and my fears, I 
ventured to address a letter to Miss Dupee, filled with 
the wannest professions of eternal affection, and conjur 
ing her, at least to grant me leave to hope. 1 dared nof 
entrust a domestic with this letter, lest it should be di i- 
covered by my father, for the dread of meeting a ref«i- 
sal from my mistress was not more terrible to my imag i- 
nation, than that my father should obtain knowledge of ii } 
temerity. One nit^ht, therefore, returning from the so- 
ciety, with fear, and trembling, I put my letter into her hand, 
humbly requesting she wo u Id honor it with a accrei perusal. 
She took it, and, gypsey as she was absolutely presset) 
my hand, which pressure almost suffocated me with 
transport; I parted from her at the door, and from thai 
moment neither slept, nor ate, till I was cured, radically 
cured. It was upon a Wednesday night, I delivered my 
etter: what did I not suffer from the torture of suspense, 
til Friday evening; nothing could 1 hear of, or from 
er; I was afraid to go to Mr. Little's, I feared every 
thing, but the thing I had the most reason to fear — the 
contempt and indignation of my own father. It never 
x>nce. entered my thoughts, that she would communicaie 
my letter to any one, and least of all that she wooJa ex- 
pose me to my father; but instead of writing me ' an 
answer, such an answer as my fond, foolish heart, somd<^ 
times ventured to expe<*, she inclosed my very first love- 
letter, to the very last person in the world to whom \ 
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should have chosen to confide it! I was at this titiQe cle- 
f>ilitate<1 by the want of rest and food, A^hich, for the pre- 
ceding furtnigbt, I had rarely taken, and upon this Friday 
evening, as I entered the presence of my father, an un-, 
usual dread pervaded my spirits. It.is tooj^ue, I never ap- 
peared before him, without appreh^^sjjm l^ ut, upon this 
occMion I was unusually agitated: but how'^ere my terrors 
augmented, when my father, with a countenance of the 
most solemn indignation, ordered me to approach. The sea- 
son of castigation had gone by; indeed my father was too 
feeble to administer corporeal chastisement; but, like the 
Prince of Denmark, although he did not use daggers, he 
could speak them — he could look them. I cannot now 
remember who, or rather how many, were present; my 
mother, and my brothers and sisters of course. My poor 
mother, I am confident, felt keenly for me, although she 
dared not interfere. * Come hither, sir,' said my father; 
* approach, I say.' I drew near, with fear and trembling, 
but yet I knew not why: when, fixing his piercing, pene- 
trating eyes upon me, with a look of such sovereign con- 
tempt, as almost struck me blind, he began very delib- 
erately to search his pockets; afYer a pause, which seem- 
ed interminable, out came a letter. I was instantaneous- 
ly covered with a most profuse perspiration; I trembled 
and became so faint, that I was obliged to catch at a 
chair for support. But my father continued slowly open- 
ing the killing letter, and looking alternately at it, and 
its author, and curling his nose^ as if his olfactory nerve 
had been annoyed by something extremely offensive, he 
again fixed his eyes upon me and tauntingly said : ' So, 
you poor, foolish child, you write love-letters, do you! 
you want a wife, do you?' and, feigning an attempt to 
read it, but pretending inability, he extended it to me, 
saying: * Take it, thou love-sick swain, and let us hear 
how thou addressest thy Dulcinea.' I burst into tears, 
but I confess they were tears of wrathful indignation, and 
at that moment I detested the lady, my father, and my- 
self. ' Go,' continued my father ' Go, thou idle boy, de- 
part instantly out of my sight:' and out of his sight I 
accordingly went, almost wishing I might never agaio 
appear before him. This night I parted with ray passioo 
for Mias Dupee; I sighed for an opportunity of opeii- 
ing my heart to my ever faithful fViend, I expected cou- 
solation from him; and I was not disappointed. Suspect- 
ing th'e business was the subject of conversation in tb«t 
house of Mr. Little, I determined^o go thither no mofi : 
with my friend, however, I took my usual walk; he per- 
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eeived the sadness of my soul, but it wad a consolation to 
me to learn, that he was ignorant of the cause: I poured* 
my grief into his bosom, and his indignation w«s uo- 
bounded; hatred for Miss Dupee grew ii ' 
when I knew she had the goodness nevi 
cate my folly tp any one, but my father, m 
vate letter, I could not but esteem her. S< 
the affair, and I wrote no more love-lettersV 
dressed the lady whom I married. Though I was not 
b^ this torturing business exempted from la belle pas^ 
sion, yet I was prevented by my fears from its manifes- 
tation. In fact it was not until I was m ^|g^ituation to 
make an election, as I supposed for life, that I was again 
condemned to struggle with a sentiment so imposing, as 
that which had occasioned me so much vexation. Many 
fair faces attracted, and for a time fixed my attention, 
and I sometimes looked forward to the brightest, purest 
scenes of domestic felicity, which were however as vision- 
ary, as could have been conceived, in the pericranium of 
the most confirmed lunatic. 

The religious melancholy, so pleasing to my father, 
again took possession of my mind'; once more at early 
dawn I haunted the church-yard, frequently repeating to 
myself, 

'TThe man how blest, who, sick of gaudr scenes, 
Is led by choice to tak6 his favorite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, silent cypress shaded^ 
To i^ad his monuments, to weigh his dust, 
Visit his vaults, a^d dwell among the tombs/ 

The intervening hours of public worship, on Sunday, 
were passed by me at church, in appropriate meditation 
and prayer: the solemn stillness of the place aided my 
aspirations, and rendered me abundantly more ^gloomy; 
but the versatility of my disposition still gave me to 
emerge, and I was then proportionably vivacious. In this 
zisz&g manner I proceeded, gaining something every day, 
while I enjoyed a fine state of health, and the happiness 
of bein^ much beloved by a large circle of respectable 
connexions. I still continued to cultivate my garden; it 
was the best in the place, and being seen and admired by 
many, my. pious brethren were apprehensive it would be- 
come my idol; but we all have our idols* Mr. Wesley 
was the idol of the many. One evening at a love-feast, 
when the whole society, were assembled, a pious sister, 
while narrating her experiences,' looked earnestly at Mr. 
Wesley, vehemently eKclaimed : * 1 sir, I consider my 
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self as much indebted to God for you, as for Jesus Christ. 
The whole company were greatly surprised, and, as I 
believe, expected Mr. Wesley would have reproved her 
for this speech; but it passed, without any then expressed 
observation. 4^'he ensuing day it became the subject of 
animadversion, when I undertook to defend. her, by re- 
markin gj ll fht as she never could have had any advantage 
fVom JeHl Christ, if she had never heard of, and believed 
in him; she certainly was as much indebted to Almighty 
God for sending Mr. Wesley, through whom she obtain- 
ed this redeeming knowledge, as for tne Saviour, in whom 
she believed^ ' 

My close connexion with my young friend, although 
very pleasant to my social propensities, subjected me, 
nevertheless, to some pain. He was indulged with more 
pocket mone^, than I could command; and although he 
considered his stipend never so well employed, as when 
it contributed to my convenience, yet, disliking depend- 
ence, I had recourse to methods of obtaining money, 
which did not always please me; I sometimes borrowed, 
and sometimes solicited gifts from my mother, which I 
did not find it easy to repay. It would have been well if 
neither my companion, nor myself, had been in the habit 
of spending money; we derived there-from no advantage; 
it introduced us into company, where we were apt to 
forget ourselves; it is true we were never inebriated, but 
we were often gay, and, for religious characters, too much 
off our guard. This dear youth was not, like me, habitu- 
ated to religion, he was not early disciplined by its most 
ri^id laws; I could with abundantly more facility turn 
aside with him, than he could pursue with me the nar- 
row path, in which I had generally walked. We became 
gradually too fond ojf pleasures, which would not bear 
examination; yet they were such as the world denomina- 
ted innocent, although they strongly impelled us to grati- 
fications disallowed by religion. We were now fast ad- 
vancing in life, and, with all the enthusiasm of youth, we 
were planning schemes for futurity, when lo ! my pre- 
cious, my early friend, was seized by a malignant fever, 
which soon deprived him of his reason. I was on the, 
verge of distraction, I entreated permission to tarry con- 
stantly by his bedside; the progress of the disease was as- 
tonishingly rapid, and in a few days this dear, this amiable 
youth, whom 1 loved as my own soul, expired in a strong 
delirium! Every one regretted the departure of this young 
man, every one sympatni;5ed with his parents, and many 
extended pity to me. I was indeed beyond expression 
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wretched; it was the first calamity of the kind, which I 
had ever been called to suffer, and my agonies were in 
full proportion to the strong affection, which I had con- 
ceived for the deceased. Society no longer possessed a 
charm for me, and yet the parents of the dear departed 
nover willingly permitted me to quit their presence; in- 
deed, the love they had borne their son, seemed to be en- 
tirely transferred to me; but. their sufferings Were incal- 
culably augmented,, when, in a few succeeding weeks, 
their eldest and only surviving son, fell a victim to the 
same fatal malady, which had deprived them of hifi broth- 
er ! Never before did I witness such sad and heart-af- 
fecting sorrow : a gloomy religion is always increased by 
scenes of melancholy, hence the horrors oi my mind were 
beyond description. Every thing I had done, every word 
I had uttered, not strictly conformable to the rule of right, 
returned u'pon my mind with redoubled terror, and in the 
midst of these agonizing fears, I was violently seized by 
the same fever, which had destroyed my friend. I was, 
upon the first appearance of this mortal disease, exceed- 
ingly alarmed, but in a few hours it prostrated my reason; 
ray motner appeared lo uie as a stranger, and although 
I recognised my father, I was not afraid* of him. I un- 
derstood every thins vvhich was said by those ojiout mfe, 
and I suflfered' much in consequence of their expressed 
apprehensions an^l predictions: and I have oflen thought, 
that attendants in the chamber of sickness do not sufficient- 
ly consider the situation of the suffering patient, or the 
possibility, that the freedom of their remarks may aug- 
ment his depression. I continued to linger, in the mi£t 
of extreme torture, through many weeks; and so high 
and unremitted was my delirium, that my parents, from 
a persuasion that, should I be restored to health, my rea- 
son was. forever lost, were reconciled to my departure. 
One particular I consider as astonishing; eveiy thing, 
which passed in my mind through the whole of this pro- 
tracted delirium, I can to this day recollect as well as any 
j event which has taken place in any part of my life. Con- 
trary to the expectations of surrounding friends, I was 
gradually restored to perfect health, when I became still 
more endeared to the parents of my deceased companion; 
they would have laid me in their bosoms, gladly cherish- 
ing me as the son of their affection. Thp old gentleman 
visited my father every day, and his lady was equally 
' intimate with my mother. I wept with them, I prayed 
with them, and every day our mutual attachment ac- 
quired new energy. They expressed their wishes to my 
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father, that I should become a permanent resident in their 
family. My father apparently terrified, was unqualified 
in his rejection ! It would injure me by too high-raised ex- 
pectations^ it would give me indulgences fatal to my future 
peace and happiness. For myself, I had recently enter- 
tained an exalted opinion of my father; and for his re- 
peated, and, as I once believed, severe chastisements, 
^atitude glowed in my bosom; consequently I was not 
mclined to act contrary to his wishes in any respect, and 
he had sufficient address to avoid offending his friends. 
In fact, so exalted was their opinion of his wisdom, and 
piety, that they would have considered it criminal to cen- 
sure him. 

I was nOw the very shadow of my father ; I visited, it is 
true; but it was always under his guardian care. He be- 
gan to derive pleasure from conversing with me, and 
our satisfaction was mutual: still, however, I experienc- 
ed, in his presence, more of reverential awe, than filial 
tenderness; yet I ^ gained more from his society in the 
last six months of his existence, than I had for many pre- 
ceding years. His graduQT^cline, at length, ranidly ad- 
vanced; suddenly he beoatne too much enfeebled to go 
abroad; his friends, who were numerous, visited him 
frequently. Mr. Little, and lady, were almost constantly 
with him : they congratulated him, that God had heard 
his prayers, and given him a son to supply his place, 
when he should be called home; this, indeed, he consid- 
ered as a great, consolation. Often with tears of pleas- 
ure has he wept over me, solemnljr consecrating me by 
fervent prayer and devout supplication. His devotional 
exercises, m his family, were continued until the last 
week of his existence; even when his voice was so low, 
that he could scarce articulate a word, we were drawn 
around him, when in whispers, as it were, he would in the 
most moving manner, address the throne of grace in 
our behalf; and for me, as his first-bori> son, bis orisons 
were still more frequently offered up, and always vnth 
tears. For many years my fkther had lost his apprehen- 
sions of death; but he always suffered inore- or less in the 
dread of dying. The taking down the house of his 
earthly tabernacle,— ^the agonies of dissolving nature,-r- 
these anticipations frequently appalled his s6ul. We 
had got into passion week; my father was taken from his 
bed every day, until Good Friday, when it was impress- 
ed upon his mind, that he should be with his Redeem- 
er upon Easter Sunday, He indirectly communicated 
this assurance to my mother; commanding me to be iiu 
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mediately suiTHnoned to his presence, when he thus ad • 
dressed me: * My son, the object of my. souls' afiection, 
for whom, during many years, I have wept and prayed, 
you see your weeping, praying father, now totally unable 
to utter a prayer, nor shall I ever pray in this dear family 
again. Let me, my dear, before I leave you, have thcj fe- 
licity of seeing, and hearing you take upon you the char- 
acter you will very speedilybe called to sustain; let me hear 
you pray in the family, before I depart. ' There was some- 
thing terrible in the thought of his departure, though we 
had for many years been taught to expect it, not only by 
his declining health, but by his conversation, which had 
rendered us familiar with death. I cannot remember a 
day, on Which he did not, on his first appearance in his 
&miiy of a morning, say, ' Blessed be God, we are one day 
nearer our eternal rest:' yet the thought of assuming his 
place in his family, in his presence; this was more terrible 
to me than death itself. 1 became convulsed; a cold per- 
spiration was diffused over my frame; my father saw my 
agony, and bidding me sit down, took my hand, and ad- 
dressing me in the language of sympathy, most affection- 
ately, most tenderly said; * You have, my poor boy, often 
addressed your heavenly Father, and have not felt abash- 
ed : ought you Jo venerate your feeble, earthly father, more 
than the God who made you ? At the throne of grace I am 
upon a level ^vith my son, and I need redeeming mercy as 
much as yourself. Let me, my dear child, be blessed with 
the privilege 'of seeing, and hearing you, in your new, and 
highly responsible character, this night.' I was dumb, I 
could not speak: my mother was requested to summon 
the family. ^ Come,' said my father, * come ;iear me my 
chii4ren. God is about to remove from you your father, 
your supplicating father; but my God, your God, will 
never leave you, nor forsake you. He will give you, in 
your brother, a friend, a guide, a father; you must con- 
sider 1dm, when I am gone, as in my stead; jjou will unite 
with him in prayer, you will follow his direction, and God 
will abimdantly bless you together. My prayers on his 
behaljf are gracjously answered; they will, my beloved 
children, be ans^rered on your behalf also; for He, who 
hath promised,^ faithful, your father hath proved Him 
faithml. Our God is indeed worthy to be trusted, His 
service is perfect freedom; serve the Lord, my children, 
and be happy; obey your dear mother, strengthen the 
hands of your brotlfer, and felicity will be your portion.' 
Hewoiilcihave pFoceeded, but weakness prevented: re- 
covering hjmseli^ he called upon me to make f^ood \3&^ 
'4* 
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expectations; I iLneeled down by his bedside in ooayul- 
sive agony, my mother kneeling upon the opposite side; 
my bj^others and sisters forming a circle which surround- 
ed it, while the domestics kneeled near us. I prayed, I 
wept, I audibly sobbed: while my, only not divine^ father, 
was in exstacy. When I had finished, ' Now, O^ Lord,' 
he exclaimed, ' let thy servant depart in ^eace, for mine- 
eyes have seen) for my ears have heard, for my heart ha^ 
felt thy salvation. Come near me, my darling boy.' 
Instantly I ran, and again I kneeled by his bedside; he 
drew my head to his bosom, he wejpt over me, but his tears 
were tears of transport, when, laying his dying hand upon 
ray head, he thus fervently supplicated: ^ O thou. Almighty 
God, who hath thus blessed, greatly blessed thy poor ser- 
vant : Thou who hast been my God, and my guide, even 
unto death, bless, oh I bless this son, with whom thou hast 
blessed thy feeble supplicant: Give him thy supporting 
presence through life, direct him in the way he should 
go, and never leave him, nor forsake him: Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, thou covenant-keeping God, bless, bless, 
O ! bless this lad — ' Here his heart swelled too big for ut- 
terance; afler a few moments, recovering himself a lit- 
tle he mildly requested me to place him properly in his 
bed. I was beyond measure snocked to see wnat a skele- 
ton he had become, his bones in many places through his 
skin. It was my wish to tarry with him through the 
night, but I could not obtain permission. ' Go, my dear 
son,' said he, 'go to rest, and the God of your fathers be 
ever with you.' This was the last time I ever heard his 
voice; before the morning dawned, 1 was summoned to 
attend not a dying, but a deceased parent, whose .value, 
until that agonizing moment, I had never sufficiently ap- 
preciated. My mother continued by his bedside, over- 
whelmed by sorrow; the slumbers of my father were 
sweet, calm, and unbroken, until near midnight, when she 
perceived he was awake, and believing him to be speak 
ing, she inclined her ear to his lips, and heard him say, 
while his heart, his full heart, seemed nearly bursting: 
' The souls of believers are at their death made perfectly 
holy, and do immediately pass into glory; Kut their bodies, 
being still united to Christ, do rest m thejf graves till the 
resurrection.' After a pause, he resumed: 'At the res- 
urrection, they shall be openly acknowledged, and ac- 
quitted in the day of judgment, and made perfectly bless- 
ed in the full enjoyment of God through eternity: Bless- 
ed, perfectly bless — » Blessed, he would have said, but 
he breathed no more. When I approached the bed of 
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deaths I beheld the remedas of the departed saint, pre- 
cisely in the position in which a few hours hefore I had 
placed him. Not a single struggle had the dear appre- 
nensive inan^ during those expiring moments, which, 
through his whole life, he had expected would be produc- 
tive of such extreme torture. He slept in Jesus, in full 
confidence of a glorious resurrection. 

From this hour, until the interment, our house was 
thronged; but of all our numerous friends, who by their 
presence expressed their sympathy, no individuals ap- 
peared more deeply afifected than my future patrons, Mr. 
and Mrs, Little. My father was very dear to Mr. Little; 
he mingled his tears with the widow, and her orphans. 
It was uimecessary to tell me I had sustained an irrepara- 
ble loss: my heart, my pierced heart, was every moment 
making the avowal; I could now full;^ appreciate my father's 
worth; 1 felt I was bereaved, miserably bereaved; left to 
myself, and, I knew myself well enough to justify the 
most spirit-wounding apprehensions. 1 retired to my 
chamber, to my closet, secretly indulging my overwhelm- 
ing sorrow, and if I ever exp^enced the fervor of de- 
votion, it was then, when, throwing, abroad my iMipplica- 
ting hands I petitioned the God of my father to be my God 
also, entreating that he would ^aciously vouchsafe to 
preserve me from myself, my sinful s$lf: all the hard, 
uodutiful reflections, which I had secretly tolerated 
against this good, this honored man, while he was en- 
during exquisite sufferings for the puriwse of preserving 
me from evil, rushed upon my recollection, and an innate 
monitor seemed to say: * You may now, ungrateful boy, 
go where you please; the prying eye of a father will no 
more inspect your conduct.' It was now, in these mo- 
ments of torture, that my father, as it should seem, first 
became known to* me. It is ti'ue, he was severely good, 
his conscience was indeed sorely tender; but, as far as he 
knew, he performed the will of God, at least in as great 
a measure as he was able, and when he believed himself 
deficient, as he almost always did, it gave him creat pain. 
The uniform sanctity of his life commanded the respect, 
the esteem, the affection, and even the veneration of all 
who knew him. He possessed an unconmfion share of 
natural alilities, and his acquirements were very re- 
spectable. He had read much; History, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Poetry, these were all familiar to him; but the 
sacred Scriptures, and books of devotion, were his de- 
light. Human productions constituted his amti^ement^ 
but the word of God was his food, H<5 ^aa ^o wiVJX'^ >ak 
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reasoner, that it was difficult to gain any advantage over 
him in argument; yet he was easily provoked, but imme- 
diately sensible of error; every deviation from propriety 
was marked by tears. He had so muth self-eommandi 
as never to strike a child in a passion; this he denominat- 
ed a demoniac sacrifice; he would first correct the angry 
man; but however painful the act, he never omitted 
what he conceived it his duty to bestow. He was a very 
tender-hearted man, and his prayers were rarely unac- 
companied by tears. He mourned with the mourner, 
for he was himself a man of sorrow. Being for the 
last nineteen years of his life a confirmed invalid, he was 
constantly and fervently looking towards his heavenly 
home — sometimes with impatience, when, correcting him- 
self, he would say, * Well, well, heaven is worth waiting 
for; one hour, passed in the courts of my God, ^wiU be a 
rich remuneration for all terrestrial sufferings.' 

It is the custom in Ireland, when any person of dis- 
tinction or respectability is called out of time, to watcb 
around their remains, night as well as day, until the body 
be entombed. The remains of my father were afiection- 
ately attended, but they were attended in an uncommon 
manner; as he differed ficom others in life, so these last 
honors differed from-, those usually bestowed. The 
morning immediately succeeding his demise, our friends 
and neighbors assembled in our dwelling, when Mr. Lit- 
tle thus addressed them : *My friends, it has pleased God 
to take unto himself the soul of our beloved brother: as 
he lived, so he died, a pattern of excellence; we know, 
vrofeely that he has not lefl his equal. We unite with 
this dear family in sensibly lamenting the departure of 
our experienced, friend, our guide, our comforter.' Here 
he mingled his tears with those of our attendant friend. 
After a long pause, he proceeded : ' FeHow mourners, the 
greatest respect we can pay to the remains of our inesti- 
mable, our heavenly guide, is to pass our time together in 
this house of mourning, not only for him, but for our- 
selves, in the way which would be most pleasing to him, 
W€re he present; we will therefore appropriate our hours 
to reading, and to prayer. One of our brethren will ad- 
dress the throne of grace, after which I will read a ser- 
mon, the production of Mr. Erskine, whose writings the 
dear departed was remarkably fond.' The prayer, the 
sermon, the concluding prayer, deeply affected every one; 
and the evening witnessed a renewal of 'these pious ex- 
ercises. Thus were our nights and days devoted, until 
the interment.- On that day the throng was prodigious. 
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The worth, the good actions of my father, were the 
theme of many a tongue ; his praises were echoed, and 
re-echoed, while tears of sorrow moistened' many an eye. 
Every One bore in his, or her hand, to the grave-yard, a 
sprig of bays, which, after the body was deposited, was 
thrown over the coffin. But no words can describe my 
agonizing, my terrific sensations, when I reflected upon 
the charge which had devolved upon me. • I remember- 
ed my father's words, on the evening preceding his exit, 
and 1 felt myself reduced to the necessity ofctsmming his 
place in the' family; but how much was I to sufier by 
comparison with him, whose place I was appointed to 
fill : yet, had I wished to avoid entering upon my office, 
my mother, the friends of my father, would have borne 
testimony against me. They thronged around me, they 
entreated me immediately to take charge of the family, 
£uid to commence my arduous task by devout supplica- 
tions to Almighty Ood I complied with their united 
v/ishos; but no tongue can utter, no language can delin- 
eate the strong emotionsof my soul; again I wasconvuls- 

biy aSected. It was the most melancholy evening I had 
ever experienced; but m^y benighted spirit was sudden- 
ly refreshed, by a ray of consolation, emitted by th©- 
cheering hope, that my father's God would be my God, 
and that the fervent prayers j^e had ofifered up, in my 
behalf, would be answered in my favor. I was encourag- 
ed too by my "mother, and by the friends of my father, who 
besought the Lord in my behalf and were daily reminding 
me of the interest, which my deceased parent, unquestion- 
ably had with the prayer-hearing God. 

Yet, although soothed, and greatly stimulated, my new 
employment continued to distress and appal my spirit. 
The conviction of every day assured me, that I was un- 
equal to the arduous task I had undertaken. My mother 
was my ever-ready aid and counsellor; but my brothers 
and sisters always remembered, that I was not their fa- 
ther; and they were highly displeased, whenever I pre- 
sumed to exeveise over them paternal authority; yet this 
I believed to be my duty, and, that I might be in ©very 
thiao^ike my father, I took up the rod of oorraction, se- 
riously chastising my brother, for the purpose of restor- 
ing him to the narrow path, from which 'he had wander- 
ed. But, although I had learned of my father to use the 
rod, I never could make it answer the same purpose; in 
my hand, it only served to increase the evil^ it became the 
8i<raal of revolt; and, while my brother continued incor* 
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rieible, my other brothers, and my sisters, enlisted on his 
side. My mother, dear honored sufferer, was ex- 
ceedingly distressed; she had in fact a difficult part to 
act; she was fearful, whichever side she might espoase, 
would, by creating new irritation, make bad vjcPrse, and 
yet, upon an occasion so interesting, we would not allow 
her to be silent; she must positively attend to our appeals. 
But however arduous her task, she possessed discretion 
suiiicient to meet it, and to produce an ultimatum com- 
pletely satisfactory to all parties. . 

She replied to our remonstrances, by a request to be al- 
lowed until the evening, succeeding our complaints, for 
serious deliberation. The interesting evening came, 
' Gome my children, all equally dear to my soul : come, 
the doors are now shut; this is the time of evening ser- 
vice. There is the chair, which your pious, your affec- 
tionate father, once filled. Can you remember the last 
time he addressed you from that seat* Let me, my dear 
children, let me repeat, as well as my memoiy will per- 
mit, what he said to us the last time he addressed us from 
thfit rbnir. * Come,' said he- ' comft Tipnr ma, tyijt «.hil/). 
reu,' when, folding his arms around your elder brother, 
and pressing him to hia bosom, while shedding over him 
Abundance of tears, and pouring out his soul in supplica- 
tion for him, he most affectingly said; 'I am, my dear 
child, hastening to that hqjven, for which I have so long 
waited. For you, ever since you were born, I have wept 
and prayed; graciqusly hath -my God inclined his ear to 
the voice of my supplication. He hath blessed me, by 
giving me to see you, before I die, prepared, by divine 
favor, to take my place; I leave you, my dear son, to act 
a father^s part, when I shall be here no more; let your 
mother, your brothers, and your sisters, receive from you 
that attention, and care, they can no more obtain from 
me; but, although I shall be no more with you, your God, 
your father's God, will never leave nor forsake you. Nay, 
my own beatified spirit may obtain increasing felicity, by 
being sometimes permitted to behold the order and har- 
mony of my beloved family, while collected before the 
throne of grace, with the love of God and love of each 
other glowing with divine exstasy in every bosom.' It 
was then, my precious children, that your devout father 
clasped you separately to his bosom; you remember hovir 
he then spake to you: ' I go, my beloved children: you 
will no more hear my voice from this chair; I shall no 
more be able to pray with you, to advise, or to direc 
you. But, my children, I leave with you a brother, wh 
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mil perform to you tne part of a father 3 I leave him in 
my place: it is my command, that he tread in my steps, 
tis far as I have proceeded in the path of justice; and, my 
dear children, I conjure you to attend to his directions. 
The eldest son was, of old, the priest in the family of his 
father^ and if you love me, if you love j^our mother, if 
you would prove your love to God, or even to yourselves 
contribute all in your power to strengthen the hands of , 
your brother.' You remember he then embraced each of 
•you, and wept over you; and I pray you to remember, 
tJiat you then solemnly promised, to perform all which 
your dying father directed you to perform. Perhaps the 
saint may be at this moment beholding us, in this very 
spot, in which a few days previous to his departure out 

of time, he so affectingly, so tenderly admonished us 

?>Iy mother paused, as if influenced by sacred awe of the 
presence she had supposed. We audibly wept; we rush- 
ed into each other^s arms, we embraced each other, and 
so long as we continued together, our affection, our piety, 
and our devotion were uninterrupted. 



CHAPTER II, 

Record coniinuedf until ihe Author^a Departure from Irekuid. 

Launched from the shore, on life's rough* ocean tost, 
To my swollen eye my star of guidance lost; 
Torn, from my grasp, my path-directing helm. 
While waves, succeeding waves, my prospects whelm. 

Bt the malpractices of the second husband of my ma- 
ternal grandmother, a large share of my mothers patri- 
mony passed into other hands. I accidentally obtained 
intelligence of some fraudulent proceedings or the great 
personage, by whom it was then holden-. We did not 
possess ability to support a prosecution for the recovery 
of our rights. Some time aAer the demise of my father, 
the person, who resided upon the estate, was sued for 
rent; to this person I communicated in cuniidence. what 
I knew to be fact. I assured him,- the great man who 
retained the estate had no legal claim to it; and I advised 
him not to pay the rent. He followed my advi<;e, and th« 
businesG came before a court of judicature. Ime gentle 
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man, who sued t)ie tenant, sunrnioned'me, as a witnesfl, 
to prove that the tenant had occupied the house the speci 
rie<l number of years; thus I was unexpectedly present at 
the trial, and the interference of Providence produced a 
result, far beyond our most sanguine expectations. The 
tenant denied the right of the landlord to demand the 
rent, alleging, that if he paid it to him, he might here- 
afror be compelled to pay it to another. * To whom?' 
interrogated the court. ' To Mrs. Murray and her child- 
ren, to whom the estate in question properly belongs, 
i was called ujjon for an explanation, and I boldly pledg 
p.d myself to prove the truth of the testimony delivered by 
the tenant; adding that I could make such a statement, 
as would render the affair abundantly clear to their hon- 
ors. I was immediately silenced, by the lawyers upon 
. tlie opposite side, who produced a deed of the contested 
property, signed, sealed, and delivered; I then requested 
the indulgence of the honorable court, while I observed, 
that, as I was not suflSiciently opulent to procure council, 
I presumed to solicit permission to plead my own cause. 
Full consent was unhesitatingly granted; when I proved 
to the satisfaction of the court, and jury, that this deed 
was signed, afler the death of the husband of my grand- 
mother: and further, that, had the man been living, the 
right or the disposal was not vested in him. I consumed 
a full hour and a half, in unfolding a scene of wickedness, 
not to be defended; and* closed, by grateful acknowl- 
edgements to their honors, for the patience they had ex- 
ercised. The jury retired, and speedily returned with a 
vprdict in favor of the tenant. I immediately entered my 
claim, and a trial commenced, which terminated in 
my favor; and I not only obtained the house in question, 
but two others, in like circumstjinces, to the no small sat- 
i.sfaction of the public, and the mortificatioil of the great 
man and his lawyers. We immediately took possession 
of the house; and our utmost gratitude to that God, who 
had interposed for us, was most powerfully excited. 
Here I had a very large, and, i^ no long time, a very 
well improved garden; abounding with every thing useful, 
and beautiful; herbs, fruits, and flowers, in great abund- 
ance; and my situation was fully adequate to my wishes. 
Harmony presided in our family; but, alas! gradually^ 
as by common consent; we grew more careless of our 
domestic duties, and more attentive to public affairs; de- 
riving a kind of amusement from what was passing abroad, 
^Mcn we could not obtain at home. We had many vis- 
itors, and consequently we frequently visited; yet no in- 
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dividuals were so dear to us, as were Mr. Little, and his 
amiable family. I have repeatedly observed, that both 
Mr. Little and his lady, had, from the death of their sons, 
regarded me even with parental affection; I was only not 
an inmate in their dwelling; and but for the charge, 
which the demise of my father had devolved upon me, 
they would not so long have delayed proposals, which 
in a most serious manner, they ultimately made to my 
mother. Mr. Little was rather advanced in years; he 
commenced his career without property, but he was 
prudent and industrious; his lady was equally so: she 
brought her husband no more than one hundred pounds 
sterlmg, but she was a portion in herself. Although un- 
commonly economical, and careful, her charities were 
yet very extensive; she ^could assist, she observed, the 
children of penury, without loss: for her resource was 
her own augmented industry. When this amiable couple 
became known to us, they possessed immense wealth; 
and they had now but two surviving children — daughters. 
We were passing a pleasant- evening in their hospitable 
dwelling, throwing the aye of retrospection over past 
scenes, until our hearts were greatly softened. The de- 
parted sons, the deceased husband,, and father, passed in 
review^ and were alternately the subjects of convch*$a- 
tion and regret. At length, Mr. Little thus addressed us 
* I have lost my sons, and I have long viewed you, my 
young friend, in the stead of my buried children : it is 
true, 1 have many nephews, and I am urgently solicited 
to receive one of them under my roof; but I do not feel 
a freedom so to do, although I must absolutely have some 
one to assist me in the arrangement of r(iy affairs : and 1 
now tender to you, my dear young man, to you, who 
have so long been beloved by every individual oi my fami- 
ly; I offer to you, the place of a son in my house, in my 
heart. And if you, madam, will consent, and your sou, 
thus sanctioned, will accept my proposal, he shall imme- 
diately take possession of the apartment of his deceased 
fdend (my lamented son,) and I shall bless God for thus 
making up my loss. Mrs. Little, who sat by bathed in 
tears, most cordially united her solicitations: the offer 
was too great to be rejected, we accepted it with becom- 
ing gratitude, and, what rendered a proposal so liberal 
abundantly more pleasing, was an appearance, on the 
part of our^ benefactors, of having received instead of 
conferred an obligation. I attended my mother home, 
with mingled sensations of pain and pleasure; pain, from 
the consideration, that I was leaving a faiaiVY , N^iV^^ifcL \ 
5 
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had been aieGUstomed to view as, in a yery tender sensej 
my own; and with which I should never perhaps in like 
manner again associate: pleasure, from the reflection, 
that I was entering upon a new scene of life, from which 
I had a prospect, not only of independence, but affluence. 
It is true, upon my departure^ which took place upon the 
succeeding morning, I wept bitterly, so did 'my widowed 
mother, and her children; and my tears again flowed, up- 
on entering the apartments of my dear young friend, 
with whom I had passed so many pleasing hours. But, 
I was received by my new parents, and sisters, as the 
dearest of sons, and as the brother of their fifiection. Joy 
soon exhilarated my spirits, and brightened upon my 
countenance : I had the warm congratulations of all mfi 
friends, for it was noised abroad, that this very opulent 

? gentleman had adopted me as bis son, and they went so 
ar as to add, his son and heir. All this was very pleas- 
ing to me, but the kindred of Mr. Little were oi course 
highly irritated, and I became so much the object of their 
envy and their hatred, that, whenever they visited their un- 
cle, without deiffning to speak to me, they studiously sought 
opportunities of insulting me. This ^ave me pain, but it 
did me no real injury; for, upon every instance of invidious 
conduct toward me, my parental friends, and their fami- 
ly, especially their daughters, studiously augmented their 
testimonies of esteem and afiection. 

After I had passed some months with Mr. Little, he 
was visited by a young preacher, just entering the sacer- 
dotal character, to whom I was much attached, And our 
friendship was mutual; I was prevailed upon by this 
preacher, to accompany him upon a little journey; I de- 
parted with the sanction of my patron. I had, in the 
societies with which I had been connected, occasionally 
exhorted; and I had been frequently urged by several of 
their preachers to aid them in their labors. Upon this 
journey I was, if I may so express myself, absolutely 
ensnared; accompanying my friend to the assembled con- 
gregation, with an expectation of hearing him, he put his 
arm under mine, and helping me to ascend the temporary 
pulpit, erected for the occasion, he suddenly quitted me, 
and I was in a manner constrained to speak to the multi- 
tude. Thus, for the first time, I preached to a large con- 
course of serious and attentive hearers, in public; and, 
although at the appointed time I returned to my much- 
loved home, I continued, as opportunity offered, from 
that time forward, preaching whenever 1 journeyed, and 
even at home, when necessitated by the absence 5f the 
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preacher. This made some noise in oar little world; but, 
as it was not displeasing to my honored friends, I was not 
dissatisfied. My inveterate enemies, however, being the 
nearest relations of the family in which I resided, were 
constantly endeavoring to undermine my interest in the 
heart of their kinsman. I was to pass some time in a 
ueighboring city, and to render my visit more pleasing, 
my patron, at my departure, furnished me with a sum of 
money; this sum I carelessly put into my pocket, without 
examination, until calling in my way, upon my mother, I 
discovered, that my patron had, as I supposed, made a 
capital mistake; that he had given me gold, instead of 
silver, I mentioned this circumstance to my mother, in 

%presence of one of her neighbors; and without announc- 
ing my design, I immediately returned home, for the pur- 
pose of rectifying the error. Upon my unexpected ap- 
pearance before Mr. Little, with information of his mis- 
take, he smiled, and said, that he never kept his gold and 
silver together. ' It was my design,' said he, * to give you 
gold, but I advise you not to throw it away.' I pursued 
my journey, and passed my time agreeably; but whether 
I threw away the bounty of my benefactor, I do not, at 
this period, recollect: I only know th&t I brought not a 
shilbng home with me : in fact, I was never sumciently 
sensible of the value of money, to retain it in my posses- 
sion. I was received, on my return from this visit, with 
uncommon pleasure; and some time after, my kind patron, 
taking me into his private apartment, thus addressed me: 
' I need not, my dear, inform you, that^ou*have many 
enemies, and 1 regret to say, that those enemies are 
among my nearest relatives; but, continuing in the paths 

/ of rectitude, you will be beyond the reach of their most 
malignant calumnies. Soon after you lefl home the other 
day, the clergyman, who has recently become the hus- 
band of my neice, called upon me, requ^fing;^^ private 
audience; and when retired into this romn, he observed, 
that he conceived himself in duty bouna to apprize me, 
that I was not sufficiently acquainted wiih the character 
of the person I had adopted; that he was not Honesty that 
he had obtained money from me, to which he had no 
riffht. * You gave him, sir, as you believed,^ some pieces 
of silver, but upon examination they proved to be gumeas; 
this faot I can prove; and if he could thus act, what may 
he not do.^' itold this officious gentleman, that I baa 
really intended to give you gold; but that jrou, conceiving 
I had m^e a mistake, forbore to appropriate the money, 
and speedily returned home, for the purpose of vpiUvBO^^ 
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the communication. Our clergyman departed, and you 
will easily conceive, not a little humbled. I mention this 
circumstance to you, my son, to put you upon your guard. 
It is my wish, that, in future you should not be so com- 
municative.' This little anecdote was exultingly repeat- 
ed to me by the good lady, and her daughters, who never 
failed triumphantly to report every little occurrence, which 
they believed would contribute either to my pleasure or 
my reputation. 

My establishment in this family rendered me an object 
of envy, even among some of my religious connezionB. 
Objections were raised against my supposed erroneous 
sentiments; I was more than suspected of retaining mm 
father's Calvinistic doctrines. Mr. Wesley received in^ 
formation against me. He set a watch over me; thus 
fixing upon me the evil eye of suspicion.* A maiden 
sister, considerably advanced in years, became a depend- 
ent resident in the family of her brother. Her character 
was marked by duplicity, and she delighted in mischief. 
The tales she propagated were as various, as the parties 
which listened to her narrations; and all her conmiunica- 
tions were made under the strict seal of secrecy. Young 
and unsuspecting, I fbund it difficult to encountd^ enemies 
of such opposite descriptions. I had some friends, of 
whose affection I doubted not; with these friends I passed 
much time, and I communicated to them every thing, and 
they, in their turn, communicated every thing to me; 
while maQ^ circumstances, thus confided, were, to my 
great astonishment, in circulation ! My situation became 
uneasy to me : I was fond of being in company abroad; 
this was very disagreeable to my friends at home; they 
expected in me a friend and companion, who would, by 
reading and conversation, give to their fireside new 
charms; and both parents, and daughters, were mortified 
and disappointed. Mr. Little expressed his disapproba- 
tion of my frequent . absences, l was hurt, Mrs. Little 
shed tears, and entreated me to change my conduct. 
' You have,' said she, ' in this wide world no such friends 

^ It must ever be the cauBe of grief and mortification to the really 
liberal christian, to find in the conduct of professors that want of 
charity which characterized, in this case, that of Mr. Wesley. 
Though himself in a situation by no means enviable; looked upon by 
many as an enemy of the truth, he nevertheless adopted those mea 
sures which were calculated to prevent inquiry, and destroy that lib- 
erty of conscience for which he himself contended. Well would it 
have been for the world, and especially for the cause of Christ, had 
this been the la$t instance of the kin4* ^p. 
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%M W9 are disposed to prove ourselves; you will be abun- 
dantly more happy at home, than you can be abroad 
Fou should supply to us the place of our deceased child- 
ren: we expect consolation from your society. You are 
Seatly beloved in this house; your eneiriies are not under 
is roof. For God's sake, if you have any regard for us, 
if you have any regard for any of your friends, if you 
would secure your own happiness, or the happiness of 
our mother, do not thus conduct,' Thus, with many en- 
treaties, did this dear, affectionate lady, endeavor to ar- 
rest my wanderings; and, while attending to her friendly 
lectures, my best resolutions were in full force, and 1 de- 
. termined never to offend again. But going out to meet- 
^ug, one and another of my religious connexions would 
^Bke me by the arm; I could not avoid engagements; and 
when I returned home, every individual of the family, 
Mis^ Little excepted, had frequently retired to rest. This 
ffood girl Waited to apprize irie of her father's displeasure. 
Much did she expostulate; and her expostulations were 
not always unminpled with tears. My mother was rend- 
ered extremely wretched: 1 saw the- gathei ing storm, but 
i had not suliicient fortitude to abide its ravages. My 
enemies derived consolation from my indiscretion, and 
my .infelicities daily augmented. Whenever I was cen- 
sured, 1 was rendered more abundantly unhappy; and I 
formed a serious resolution to quit both the family of Mr.. 
Little, and the country, and to seek an asylum in my na- 
tive place — £ngland. For many days I continued obdu- 
rate, no remonstrances could influence me; I^toist abso- 
lutely commence a traveller — I must go to England. L 
had no object, yet I must depart for England-^-I could not 
tell why, indeed. It was believed, I was distracted. 
What, relinquish fortune, and such c6nnexions, and such 
a prospect f — for it was generally believed, that I was to 
be united in marriage to Miss Little. Nay, her father 
was informed, by his 'kindred, that I was absolutely clan* 
destinely seeking to gain the affections of the young lady; 
and that they believed I was already in possession of her 
heart. But Mr. Little gave no credit to this report; he 
knew, that my evenings were passed abroad, and that 
this was the only source of dissatisfaction. It happened, 
however, one evening, when I had been out late, and he, 
according to custom, retired to rest, I found, on my return 
home. Miss Little waiting in the parlor, for the purpose 
of making a communication, which she conceivea would 
be of consequence to me. We sat some time in a oom- 
yersation, by which we were mutually interested: 8bi» 
5* 
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made known to me the invidious remarks of her uncles, 
and aunts, and their displeasure at her, for not unitine 
with them in their sentiments;, she dwelt upon the grief, 
which my inattention to the wishes of her parents occa- 
sioned them; and, upon this part of her subject, she be- 
came affected even to tears. I also was greatly afieeted, 
and for the first time in my life, taking her hand, I im- 
pressed upon it a kiss of fraternal affection; when to our 
freat astonishment, her father entered the apartment, 
[ad we seen a spectre, we could not have been more ai> 
palled. He stood for some moments speechless, until 
fixing his eyes indignantly on my face, which was cer- 
tainly covered with confusion, in a very pointed and si^^ 
uificant manner, he said, ' So, sir! ' and, taking lu^ 
daughter by the hand, he conducted her from the parl(^^ 
leaving me to my own reflections. Words are inadequate 
to a description of my agonies, during the residue of that 
night. An idea pf Miss Little, in any other character 
than that of a very dear sister, had* never crossed my 
mind; yet suspicion was now furnished with a weapon 
against me, which would abundantly enforce the reports 
retailed to Mr. Little, by his kindred. I have often won- 
dered, that, at an age so susceptible of impressions, I did 
not become more warmly attached to Miss Little: she 
was a most lovely and amiable young woman; and she 
certainly gave me every reason which a modest, delicate, 
and sensible female could give, to believe she was not 
absolutely disinclined to listen to a tale of love. My 
apathy oli0 only be* accounted for, by a recurrence to an 
unquestionable fact; my heart was wholly engrossed 
by my religious connexions. I passed this memorable 
night in my chamber, without entering my bed. I de- 
scended the stairs in the momins, with the feelings of a 
malefactor: I dreaded the sight of every one in the house. 
Mr. Little saw me, but spake not to me; Mrs. Little ad- 
dressed me in the language of kindness; their daughter 
was not present, and I am persuaded she was not reduced 
to the necessity of feigning indisposition, as a pretence 
for absence. Afler breakfast, Mrs. Little in a whisper, 
directed me to retire into the back parlor, where she 
would speedily jbin me. With tremblmg dread I obeyed; 
she soon appeared, the shutters were closed, just light 
enough to see her, and be seen by her; I saw she had 
been in tears; she was a most kind-hearted lady. I could 
not- speak; she commanded me to be seated: I drew a 
chair for her, and another for myself; she sat down, and 
I seated myself by hor. After a pause, she began: ^Tell 



Life 6t re^. ^odN stta&At. 59 

me, I conjure you^ tell me, what 1 ought to understand 
by the appearances of this morning ? answer honestly the 
questions I shall put to you : but I know your answers 
will be literally true. My poor girl is very much dis- 
tressed; her father is very reserved, and very sad; he 
will make no reply to my inquiries, and my child is also 
silent. Tell me, I repeat, what is the matter? ' I came 
home late last night, madam; no one was up but Miss 
Little, who, like an affectionate sister, informed me she 
had something to communicate to me, with which I 
ought to be acquainted: I listened to her, till I became 
greatly affected with what I heard, and, deeply sensible 
of her goodness, we were mingling our tears, when thus 

trown off my guard,I regret to -say, that I am apprehen- 
re I committed an unpardonable offence; I am mortified 
while I confess to you, my dear madam, that I had the 
boldness to press to my lips the dear hand, which seemed 
extended to rescue me from indiscretioYi; but indeed, my 
dear lady, it was the first time I ever dared to take so 
great a liberty, and I would give the world I had not then 
been guilty of so much temerity. At the moment Mf. 
Little entered, 1 felt as if I should have sunk under his 
indignant glance; Miss Little was greatly discomposed^ 
while hep father, with a voice rendered tremulous by an- 
ger, significantly said — ' So, sir ! ' — and condu&ted his 
daughter out of'^ the room. This, my dear lady, is the 
whole I know of the matter; I fear, Miss Little will never 
forgive me, for creating her so much distress : I had in- 
finitely father be dead, than aGve; I dread the eye of Mr. 
Little, and it is my opinion, I oueht immediately to quit 
your hospitable mansion. ' Alas! my dear child, I know 
not what to say; you believe you ought to quit us! 
Would to God you had never thus thought. Tnis per- 
suasion is the source of all our unhappiness. How often 
have I told you, that no enemy could ever injure you, if 
your own conduct was unifMTJily correct. You have 
deeply wounded a heart that loves you. | promised my- 
self, that you would become a large addition to our do- 
mestic felicity. But you are apprehensive you have of- 
fended beyond forgiveness ! Alas ! my daughter is more 
distressed for you, than for herself; you know not how 
much she has suffered on your account; you know not 
how much we all suffer ! Why, my dear child, will you 
thus afflict your best friends? ' I am, my dear^ madam, 
grieved to have been the source of so much distress to 
persons so dear to me; })ut I shall shortly be out of the 
fvay of offending any one. * What do you mean? ' Tq 
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quit this house, to quit this oountry. "J^he dear ladjr 
threw her maternal arms around me, and with flowillg 
tears interrogated : ' Is it thus you will avoid offending 
us? Ah, my dear child, how little do you know of us, 
or of yourself. For God's sake, let me persuade you not 
to take so rash a step ! Where would you go, what 
would you do? Would you leave a home^ an envied 
home, and thus, while you afflicted your dearest friends, 
gratify your malignant foes? ' But, my dear madam, it is 
impossible I can continue under this roof. Mr. Little 
will not restore me his confidence: my felicity in this 
familv is fled, forever fled. *You are mistaken, your 
happiness rests entirely with yourself; be but uniformly 
discreet, be but the companion we expected, when vf^ 
adopted you, and all will yet be well.' But, madam, tmr 
eye and ear of Mr. Little will now be op»en against me, 
suspicion will be on the alert, and he will accept the tales 
of my enemies, as testimonies of' sacred writ. ' Believe 
it not; think no more of this untoward business; you 
hare but one enemy who can essentially injure you, and 
that enemy is yourself. I will be responsible for my fami- 
ly4 you shall not be molested in this house, only convince 
us, that you love us; do but prove, that you .are more at- 
tached to us, than to any other individuals, and we are 
satisfied. Do but reflect, how delightfully we might pass 
our time together. The business of the day closed, and 
we .assembled in the parlor: you with your book, we 
your admiring audience, until we are summoned to sup- 
per; then, afler you have closed our serene day by an ap- 
propriate, and anecting address to the God who created, 
and who has hitherto j)re3erved us, we retire to an early 
pillow, soothed, and gratified, our sleep cannot but be re- 
freshing. Why, what a paradise would our abode be- 
come. But, my child, when you pass every evening 
^abroad, you know not what a melancholy group you ren- 
der usi We are dumb, our countenances are sad; our 
silence is sometimes broken by Mr. Little, who ^ues- 
ti^s in anger, ' Where is our young gentleman to-nuriit? 
any society but ours ! ' Then follows a neavy sigh: * Well, 
let us go to bed, it will be late before he returns; but 
this will never do,' * We dare not open our lips, but my 
girls mingle their tears with mine.' Greatly moved by 
these observations, I sincerely repented of my past con- 
duct; and I determined I would, in all things, conform 
myself to the wishes of my parental friends, I beheld 
the familjr picture presented before me, by the dear lady; 
I beheld it with rapture, and I decisively said: yes, in- 
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deed, iny future evenings shall all be devoted to a family 
so charming, and thus will my days be passed in peace. 
I promised the dear lady, solemnly I promised, that I 
would be all she wished; and L communicated to her 
bosom inexpressible delight. I left her in tears, but they 
were tears of rapture: I retired to my chaniber; I threw 
myself upon my knees, I supplicated pardon of my heaven- 
ly JFather, and, with a devout heart, 1 implored his sui>- 
polrting aid. A petition to my Creator always possessed 
the potent power of refreshing my soul; I was greatly re- 
freshed, and I looked forward with renewed complacency. 
In a few hours, I was summoned to dinner; at the door 
of the diningHPOom, I was met by Mr. Little; no cloud 
rested upon his countenance; I entered the dining-room, 
where were' seated my charming, my faithful friends; 
the mother and her daughters; their countenaiices were 
animated, but their eyes bore testimony to their previous 
agitation : our interview, and hour of dining, were highly 
gratifying. It is true, many words were not uttered, but 
there is, in the expressive eye and other intelligent fea- 
tures of a fine countenance, a fascination whiph dwelleth 
not in words. Soon after dinner my little friend, the 
youngest daughter of my patron, visited me in my cham- ' 
ber, and bestowed upon me many caresses. 

Halcyon days and months now revolved; I fondly fan- 
cied I had surmounted every difficulty, and I anticipated 
a succession of dejightfulenjoyments; yet again I expe- 
rienced the satiety, consequent upon one unvaried routine. 
Hcj who had appointed me for a life of wandering, 
gave me a disposition which relucted at the constant 
recurrence of the . same scen^; I ventured to pass one 
evening abroad; another, and another succeeded. I was 
severelv reelected upon, and I felt it keenly; conscious 
of meriting reproach, I was the more deeply woujided. 
I had been recently conversant with a young preacher 
from England; my ims^gination was fted; the world 
could not have longer detained me; I condemned nf^ 
self for wasting so much time; my heart, my soul was 
in England, in London. Let the world bestow its cen- 
sures, London was the place, it contained every thing de 
lightful; I was on tiptoe to be gone; if I was not ap- 
proved by the family, so much the better, there would 
be lesa ingratitude in quitting it. ^ My dear maternal 
friend once more sought, and obtained a private inter- 
view^ this I wished to avoid; she saw my reluctance, 
and was convinced she should not succeed. She re- 
proached me : this, though painful, I couVd) \)qvc \mXX^x 
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than her tendernew. ' Then you will leave us, ' said the dear 
lady. I am determined. 'You will repent it, sir: you 
will return with sorrow, and with shame; when, possibly, 
you may. not find these hospitable doors open to receive 
you.' Never, never, I will die first. She paused, she 
raised her hands to heaven, she looked — ^merciful God, 
I see her now before me: the impression of her vary- 
ing countenance was unutte;:able; tears coursed each 
other down her pallid cheeks. Pausing for a few mo- 
ments, she said: 'Poor unhappy youth, you know not 
what you are about, where you are goinff, and what you 
are doomed to suffer. Here, then, earn all my pleas- 
ing prospects; now indeed I have lost my sons; poor Anna, 
she has now, in truti\^ no brother. Go, unhappy youth, 
go, the sooner you depart, the -better; I do not wish to 
see you aigain.' She left me, iior will I attempt a de- 
scription of my sensations. I retired to my cnamber, 
my chamber now no more; I wept, I audibly sobbed. In 
imagination I beheld the beloved friend, by whom' it was 
once occupied; he seemed to upbraid me for my conduct; 
hhw torturjmg were the pangs I suffered. Upon the ete^ 
ning of this sad day, my cherub friend entered the cham- 
ber, and for the last time» during my abode therein; ]Hret- 
ty soul, she threw her arms around my neck, my face was 
wet with her tears : she told me, that her sister was very, 
very sad! On what occasion, my love? *Why, papa is 
very, very angry with you: and she says, yOu are going 
away to-morrow, she knows not where, and that she 
shall never see you again; and she walks about her cham- 
ber, and wrings her hands, O! dear, O! dear, I never 
saw her so much distressed before !' This was a t^uly 
affecting night, but it was the last I passed under that 
roof; I was not summoned to breakfast : a servant came 
to ask, if I would breakfast in my chamber, there could 
be no doubt of ray negative. I saw by the countenance 
of this domestic, that I was fallen. About twelve o'clock, 
f received a message from Mr. Little, he was alone; I 
must attend him. My sufferings were sreat. To meet 
his eye was abundantly worse than death: I endeavor- 
ed to avoid it. Sometime elapsed before he spoke; he 
repeatedly attempted to speak, but mingling grief and 
rage arrested his utterance. At last he said: 'Well, sir, 
you are going to commence your travels?' This, vrith 
the manner in which it was spoken, relieved me. It waa 
at that moment my choice to cherish resentment, rather 
than regret. 1 am going to England, sir. ' You are; 
weJ], and what are you going to do there? But this is 
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no buainess of mine; yet, I suppose it mnst be my busi- 
ness to know, bow you are to get there; have vou any 
money, sir?' No sir. <Hoid your hat, sir.' I did so, 
and he threw into it as much gold as he pleased, and, 
as I then believed, as much as would support me, iff 
should reach the extreme age allotted to man. - ' Have 
you enough, sir?' Yes, sir, quite enough, and God for- 
ever bless you. ' Do you hear, sir, leave behind you 
my son's fowling-piece, and here ends my air-built ca^ 
tie;' and with a flushed countenance, and a tearful eye, 
he lefl nae, nor .did 1 ever more cross the threshold of 
his door. I turned my back upon this once delightful 
home, with mingling emotions of sorrow, mortification, 
regret, and anger; all combining to produce unutterable 
anguish. My frame trembled, as I turned from the door; 
a chillness pervaded my heart ; sickness seized my stomach, 
and/ 1 had just sufficient, presence of mind to turn the 
contents of my hat into my pocket-handkerchief, when 
I sunk down upon the steps of the first door in my way 
I was seen, and noticed by the people of the house, who 
conveyed me into their dweUing, and, when they had 
recovered me, questioned me r^e^pecting the cause of 
my indisposition. I related, with my usual frankness, 
every particular, and in a short time, the story circulat- 
ed, and with all the variations commonly attached to* 
interesting articles of intelligence. I was soon sufficient- 
ly restored to reach the residence of my mother; where 
a new scene of sorrow awaited me. The poor sufferer 
was beyond measure astonished at the step I had so 
rashly takjen, and her distress was unutterable: she had 

Eromised herself a long series of enjoyments, from the 
appy arrangements made for me; and I suspect she con- 
templated, at no very distant period, a union between 
Miss Little, and myself; and her ccoisequent agony, when 
she learned, that I had not only abandoned my home, 
and those, flattering prospects, but that in consequence 
of my fixed determination to repair to Enffland, she 
was to lose me, perhaps forever; the torture oi her mind 
was, as I said, beyond the reach of language : but neither 
\i^ tears nor entreaties, strongly enforced by those of 
my brothers and sisters, could mr a single moment shake 
ray resolution. Whatever barriers inight oppose my 
wandering steps, to England I must depart; I saw, or 
seemed to see, the sacred shade of my farther, first re- 
proaching me, and then soothing me to a compliance 
with the wishes of his mourning family; and, by the 
anguish oT my feelings, my soul was harrowed up v^ct 
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. 8till, obdurate as I was, i continued inflexible. I could 
not endure to see, or be seen, in the vicinity of the abode 
which I had quitted: and I made immediate preparations 
for my departure. I tendered to nr^ disconsolate mother, 
the mon.ey I received from Mr. Little, not a penny of 
which she would accept: ' No, my beloved child, if you 
must launch out upon the wide ocean, into a world of 
which you know but little, you will find this sum, large 
as it is, far short of your exigences. Through your filial 
exertions, I am established in a dwelling, far beyond my 
most sanguine expectations, or even wishes; and, from 
your well-timed efforts, I derive many other advantages; 
and if my God is about to deprive me of my son, I 
doubt not, His goodness and mercy, which have hither- 
to followed me, will still be manifest, both in my provi-* 
sion, and preservation; and in that of my helpless child- 
ren.' My heart seemed ready to burst; conscience whis- 
pered, I was acting wrong, very wrong; yet even this 
conviction could not induce a relinquishment of my plan; 
an irresistible impulse seemed huriying me on. Many 
instances, striking instances, in my long and wearisome 
life, combine to prove, that the way of man is not in him- 
self; I at least, have experienced the truth of this sacred 
testimony. As the time of my departure drew near, my 
feelings were still more keen. My mother, my brothers, 
my sisters, my friends, renewed their tears and entreaties; 
I could not stem a torrent so miffhty, and I determined I 
-would abide with them. But it was the determinaticm 
of the moment, extorted by the mournful supplications 
of all who were dear to me; and when they ceased to 
urge, I resumed my former resolution; and my mother, 
from early life devoutly religious mildly resigned her- 
self to an event which she considered inevitable. * 1 
see,' said she, ' supplications are ineffectual; now I am 
indeed a widow !' Startinff at the desolate term [widow], 
so mournfully uttered, 1 hastened to my chamber, and 
prostrating myself before the throne of Almighty God, 
1 seemed as if I were struggling with the agonies of dis- 
solving nature. I would infinitely have preferred death, 
to a separation so exquisitely torturing. I besought the 
God 01 my father to have compassion upon me, never 
to leave nor forsake me; and while thus humbly, and 
faithfuUy soliciting the Father of my spirit, renewed af- 
fiance grew in my bosom, and a voice seemed to say, 
* Go, and lo I am with you ahvays.' Calmly reposing 
upon this assurance, I retired to rest; I quitted my pil 
low on the succeeding morning, wondenuUy refreshed* 
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It wai on that inornting) that I met, for the last time, iii 
the place of my dear, confiding father, his disconsolate 
family : it was indeed a time of prayer. My heart ad- 
dressed the Father of mercies; I confessed, with great 
sincerity, my manifold errors 3 and I petitioned for a con- 
tinuance of unmerited kindness; I beseeched God to look 
with j)ity on a poor, destitute, helpless being, commenc- 
ing a journey through a world, with which he was un- 
acquainted^ I entreated our God, in behalf of my suf- 
fering mother, and her helpless orphans, that He would 
constantly abide itith them; and that he would vouch- 
sfufe an answer of peace to the many prdyers, offered up 
in their behalf, by the husband and parent, now in glory 
My mother, was dumb; she saw the hand of God in 
this business, and she believed, that, as a spairow fall- 
eth not to the ground without our heavenly Father, I 
could not thus &ave my pleasant home, and wander I 
knew not whither, except the Lord directed. And, em- 
bracing me, when on the eve of my departure, she af- 
fectingly said; ' Go, my first-bom, my ever beloved son; 
go, and may the God of your father be with you: Go, 
my darling son, on whom, while coming up from this 
wilderness, I fondly meant to lean; but God vnll not al- 
low me to lean on any but himself: Go thou, ever dear 
to my heart, and may our God be still near you, to 
preserve you from the evil, which is in the world. 
The prayers of your afflicted mother shall be contin- 
ually offered up in your behalf; and o\i\ my son, al- 
though we part, nevei' perhaps to meet again in this 
world, yet let us meet every day before that throne^ 
whence we may expect grace to help in every time of 
need; let us be present in spirit, thus waiting upon the 
Lord. She then threw her fond maternal arms around me, 
once more pressing me to that dear, that faithful bosom 
whence I drew my early nourishment. With tears of 
fond affection she bedewed my face, and again drop- 
ping upon her knees, she once more lifted her stream- 
ing eyes -to heaven in my behalf, when starting up, she 
hastened to the retirement of her chamber, and instantly 
closed the door. I stood like a statue; I could not move; I 
was almost petrified with sorrow. But from this state 
of stupefaction I was roused by the burst of sorrow, 
and loud lamentations of my sisters; I turned to the 
dear girls; I wept with them, and endeavored to give 
them that consolation which I did not myself possess 
Bat, hastening from this scene of sorrow, there was one 
pang which I calculated to escape. The yoimgest child, 
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a beautiful little boy, who bore the name of my fathet 
— sweet cherub — I dreaded seeing him, and determined 
to spare myself this torture; but as I slowly, and pen- 
sively passed from the house, believing that what waa 
worse tnan the bitterness of death had passed, this love- 
ly little fellow crossed my path. Sweet innocent, thou 
wert playful as the frisking lamb of the pasture; totally 
ignorant of the agonies, which wrung the heart of thy 
brother. He ran to me, clung around my knees, and 
looking wishfully in my- face, affectingly questionedr- 
' Where are you going?' I could not reply, I attempt- 
ed to move on, he took hold of my garment; ' Let me 
go with you? shall not I go with you, orother.^. He 
uttered these questions, in a voice so plaintive, that 
he pierced my very soul. Surely, had it been possible, I 
should even then have relinquished my purpose. It 
was with difficulty that I extri0ated myself from this 
supplicating infant. I would have hastened forward, 
but my trembling limbs refused their office; I caught 
him in my arms, 1 pressed him to my aching bosom, and 
but for a bui*st of tears, which came seasonably to my 
relief, the struggles of my heart must have choked me. 
I left him — ^yes, 1 left this youngest of my father's child- 
ren, this dear object 'of my soul's affection, this infant 
charge, committed to my care, by an expiring father: 
I left him in the act of innocent supplication. I left 
him when I should, with a thousand times less of suf 
ferinff, have quitted the clay-built tabernacle of my spirit; 
nor had I aught in prospect, to compensate the sorrows 
to which I voluntarily submitted!! Surely, there is a 
hand unseen, which governs the human being, and all 
his actions; 1 repeat, ti*uly the way of man is not in him- 
self* Few sufferings could surpass those which, upon 
this occasion, I endured: My bitterest enemy could not 
have censured me with more severity, than I censured 
myself, yet I passed on; no friend could urge my return 
with more energy, than did the. emotions of my own 
afflicted heart, yet I passed on. True, I passed on 
slowly; a frame, enfeebled by mental agonies, is not 
moved without difficulty. I had sent my trunk on in the 
waggon, to the city of Cork, where I purposed to take 
passage for England; and with my staff in my hand, I 
passed on, my eyes fixed on the ground not wishing to en- 
counter any human eye : It was with much difficulty, I at- 
tained the summit of a steep acclivity, where, spent and 
weary, I sat me down. From this lofty eminence, in full 
perspective outspread before me, was the nlace from 
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which I had departed; my eye eagerly ran over the whole 
scene. Upon a gentle ascent, directly opposite, em 
bosomed in a thick grove of ash, sycamore, and fruit trees, 
appeared the lovely dwelling df my mother. Behind this 
eminence, still ascending, was outstretched that garden, 
in which, with great delight, I had so oflen labored: 
where I had planted herbs, fruits and flowers, in great 
variety: and where, as my departure was in the month 
of June, they all flourished in high perfection. It was 
only during the preceding year, that I had added to my 
stock a.large number of the best fruit trees, in the full 
expectation of reaping the reward of my labors, through 
many successive seasons. In those tall trees, the cuckoo, 
the thrush, and the blackbird built their nests; and at 
early dawn, and at closing -eve, I have hung enraptured 
upon their melodious notes. My swimming ey6 passed 
from the garden to the house; there sat my weeping, my 
supplicating mother, at that moment, probably, uniting 
with her deserted children in sending up to heaven pe- 
titions for my safety. I turned to the right; there tow- 
ered the .stately mansion, I was bid to consider as my 
own; there dwelt the matron, who hoped I should have 
been unto her as a son, and who had cherished me as 
such; there dwelt the charming young lady, whose vir- 
tuous attachment might have constituted the solace of 
my exLitence. The tear of sorrow, the sigh of disappoint- 
ment, no doubt, bedewed their cheeks, and swelled their 
faithful bosoms: And, oh! I exclaimed, may the balm of 
peace, may the consolations of the Holy Spirit, be abun- 
dantly shed abroad in your hearts. 

. As thus, from scene to scene; my eager eye with tear- 
ful haste had wandered, my heart reiterated its unuttera- . 
ble agonies; and, as I considered my situation as resem- 
bling that of the father of mankind, when driven from 
the paradise, to which state of blessedness it was decreed 
he never was to return, I would gladly have laid me down 
and died : I would have given the world, had it been at 
my disposal, to have reinstated myself in the situation, 
and circumstances, I had so inconsiderately relinquished; 
but this was impossible, and this conviction — how terrible. * 
I wept, I sobbed. Despair seemed taking up its residence 
in my bosom. I fled from the scene; again 1 turned: one 
more look; I wrung my hands in agony, and my heart 
spontaneously exclaimea: Dear, ever dear parent, once 
more farewell; dear, much loved sisters, brothers, and 
thou sweet innocent, thou smiling, thoughtless, and there- 
fore htippy babe, once more farewell; and youil^ar sec- 
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^^iiid piM^nta, aiid thou sigter of the friend of mysoul, witb 
the beauteous cherub, whose infantile caresses, while pour- 
ing into my ear the interesting tale, were as balm to pay 
WOuiMled spirit--farewell. Oh ! farewell forever ! and you, 
ye.many kind, religious connexions, with whom I have of- 
ten wept, and prayed, and joyed, and sorrowed, once more 
I bid you adieu; adieu ye flowery walks, where I have 
spent so many happy hours; ye thick embowering shades, 
reared by these hands, ye health-restoring herbs, ye sweet 
delicious fruits, ye fragrant flowers, receive my last fare- 
well. Still 1 lingered — still I sazed around, and yet again, 
another look — His past, and lam gone forever, I turned 
from the view, ana have never since beheld those charm- 
ing scenes. 1 wonder much my agitated spirits had not 
insured a fever; but God preserved me, and leading my 
mind to the consideration of scenes beyond the present 
@tate, 1 was enabled to proceed, until 1 beheld, in per- 
SRective, the spires of the opulent city, which I was ap- 
proaching. The opening prospect, with the additional 
Bound of a fine ring of be^ls from Shannon steeple, a 
church standing on an eminence upon the river Lee, the 
bells of which are heard at an immense distance, gave a 
new tone to my mind. I had many friends in the city of 
Cork, and 1 endeavored to derive consolation from their 
unquestioned attachment. I had frequently preached in 
this city, and I had reason to suppose my labors had been 
acceptable. In the city of Cork, my paternal grandmoth- 
er, with her daughter, my aunt Champion, and her child- 
ren, still lived. My society would be sought, and I should 
again be engaged in preaching; these considerations less- 
ened the weight of affliction, by which I had been sorely 
pressed. I arrived at the mansion of my grandmother 
fiome time before sunset, and I was very joyfully received; 
but when I had communicated my plan, the countenances 
both of my grandmother, and my aunt, decidedly evinced 
their displeasure; they censured me with severity, and I 
keenly felt their rebukes. I assured them, I came not to 
solicit aid; and rising from my chair, I bade them formal- 
ly adieu, quitting their presence, and their house. The 
■eldest daughter of my aunt, a very beautiful young lady, 
and as good as beaut^ful,whose heart was formed for pity 
and for tenderness, followed me down stairs, and entreat- 
ed me to continue with them, but her well-designed in- 
tei'ference was ineffectual. I had been severely censured, 
and 1 could not bear it; I could have borne it better, if it 
had been unmerited. I left my lovely cousin in tears, nor 
did I again see, or hear from any individual of the ftunilyi 
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undl one evening afler I had preached in tite MeUiodist 
Church, my grandmother advanced, took my hand, aud 
requested 1 would attend her home : I co^ess I was de*- 
lighted with her condescension; for my miM had greatly 
Stt^Rered from the reflection, that I had given pain to the 
dear and respectable mothen of my deceased father. I 
raccofkip^nied her home, and we passed a happy evening 
together; both my grandmother, and my aunt, addressed 
me in strains the most soothing; they poured into my 
lacerated mind the oil and wine of consolaticm ; t^y 
confessed themselves convinced, that the good hand of 
God was in my removal. ' You are, said the pious lady, 
*you are, my dear child, under the guidance of an Om- 
nipotent Power; God has designed you for himself; you 
are a chosen instrument to give light to your fellow men; 
you are, I perceive, ordained to turn many from darkness 
unto light, from the power of satan, unto God, and the 
Lord will be with you. The God of your father will 
bless you, and make your way prosperous before you ; 
look no more, then, to what you have left behind, but 
look forward in faith, always remembering, that Ood's 
works of providence are his most holy, wise, andpowerfidy 
presennng and governing all his creatures, ana all their 
actions. Do not, I say, reflect upon yourself; I confess, 
I was wrong in censuring you; God's way is in th^ great 
deep, we ought to acquiesce in all the dispensati6hs of 
our Creator. You, my dear son, are as clay in his halid; 
God is as the potter, who will do with you as seemeth 
good in his sight. Who can resist his will?' Thus did 
this dear lady speak peace to a mind, that had not, for a 
long season, received such sti'ong consolation. 

I was urged, while in the city of Cork, to relinquish my 
purpose of ^oing to England. The Methodists solicited 
me to repair to Limenck, where a preacher was much 
wanted; but nothing could seduce my thoughts from my 
native island. I frequently mixed in company, where re- 
ligious disputes ran very high. The doctrine of election, 
and final perseverance were severely reprobated : but 
election, and final perseverance, were fundamentals in 
my creed, and were conceived by. me, as the doctrines o^ 
God. Yet I was aware, that an attempt to defend prin- 
ciples, so obnoxious, would subject me to the censure, 
and ill treatment of religious enemies, and I had experi- 
enced, that religious enemies were the most to be dread- 
ed: Yet, as I could not be silent, and as I dared not dis- 
semble, I contented myself with observing, that I had 
been accustomed to hear my respectable fadier speak iA 
6* 
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favot of those doctrines. But although, in niy public 
labors, I never asserted aught that could exf»ose me to 
censure, yet I was more than suspected of Calvinism, and 
consequent l^sentments w.ere enforced against me. My 
residence in the city of Cork was thus rendered unpleas- 
ant, and my impatience to embark for England was 
augmented. I was, however, obliged to continue two 
weeks longer, during which period, I endeavored to live 
as retired as possible, avoiding controversy, and devoting 
my time to my grandmother and a few select friends, ft 
was during my protracted residence in this city, that the 
celebrated Mr. George Whitefield arrived there, upon a 
visit. Of Mr. Whitefield I had heard much, and I was 
delighted with an opportunity of seeing, hearing, and 
conversing with so great a man. He was the first Cal- 
vinistic Methodist I had ever heard, and he became very 
dear to me; I listened with transport. The principles 
early inculcated upon my mind were in full force, and for 

■ Mr. Whitefield I conceived a very strong passion. He 
appeared to me something more than human : I blushed, 
at the view of myself, as a preacher, after I had attended 
upon him J yet I had the temerity to preach in pulpits, 
which he had so well filled ! and I secretly resolved to 
enter into connexion with him, if I should be so happy as 
to meet him, after my arrival in London. I had many 
delightful opportunities in private circles with this gentle- 
man 3 he was a most entertaining companion. But, as 
Mr. Wesley marked him with a jealous eye, he dispatch- 
ed, by way of escort, two of his preachers, in whom he 
particularly confided, who diligently followed the great 
man, fVom place to place : he was of course, upon every 
occasion, closely watched; and his facetious observations, 
and frequent gaiety, were, by these-spies, severely censur- 
ed, as descriptive of unbecoming levity. In fact, every art 
was called into action, to prevent the afiections of the 
people wandering from one reformer to another; yet, while 
gentlemen, in connexion with Mr. Wesley, were contin- 
ually upon the alert against Mr. Whitefield, he himself 
evinced not the smallest inclination for opposition, or even 

^efence; he appeared perfectly content with the enjoy- 
Tiients of the day, rather prefering a^tate of independence, 
to an intimate connexion with any sect or party. His 
choice, at that time, was decidedly the life of an itinerant, 
and he then evidently shrunk from the cares, and embar- 
rassments, attached to the collecting, building, and re- 
pairing churches. And never, I believe, did any man in 
public life enjoy moje: he was the admiration of the 



LIFB OF REV. JOHN MURRAT. 67 

many, and an object of the warmest affection in those 
social circles, in which it was his felicity to mingle. The 
pleasures of the table were highly zested by Mr. White- 
field, and it was the pride of his friends to procure for 
him every possible luxury. The pleasure I derived from 
this gentleman's preaching, from his society, and from 
the society of his friends, contributed to lessen the weight 
of melancholy, which depressed my spirits on my depar- 
ture from home. I recollect an e veiling, passed >vith him 
at the house of one of Mr. Wesley's preachers, who had 
wedded a beautiful young lady of family and fortune, only 

daughter of a Mrs. , who possessed a very large 

estate, kept her chariot; her city and her country house, 
und entertained much company 3 many persons were 
collected, upon this evening||l was' charmed with every 
thing I saw, with every thing! heard. .1 had long admir- 
ed the master of the house; his lady J had never before 
seen; she was the object of general adulation; her person 
was uncomnionly elegant, and her face dazzlingly beauti- 
ful; she had received a useful, as well as a fashionable 
education, and she was mistress of all the polite accom- 
plishments. She had three lovely children, with minds 
as well cultivated, as their time. of life would permit. I 
threw my eyes upon the happy, the highly favoured 
husband, the amiable wife, the fascinating children, the 
venerable lady, who gave being to this charming' wife, 
mother, friend. I beneld the group with rapture; for 
envy, as I have elsewhere observed, was never an ingre- 
dient im my composition, and 1 hung with a sort of chast- 
elied pleasure, upon the anecdotes furnished by Mr. 
Whitefield; the whole scene was captivatingly entertain- 
ing, and highly interesting : I was ready to wish the night 
might endure forever. Alas! it was but one night; 1 
never after entered" that house: Happy would it have 
been for me, if I had never seen it. How mysterious are 
the ways of heaven! this evening, upon which I was 
so highly gratified, was the remote cause of my suffering, 
many years afterwards, great and very serious inquie- 
tude. I left the house of my friend, Mr. Trinbath, ex- 
pecting ^o have seen him again and again; I left him an 
object of envy to many; but I never saw him more, nor 
did he, poor gentleman, long continue the object of envy 
to any one. 

This was the last night 1 spent in this city, in this 
country. The vessel in which I had engaged a passage 
to Bristol, was now ready for sailing; 1 had only time, 
upon tho morning of the ensuing day, to bid a hasty adieu 
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to my grandmother, and her family, with a few 
friends; to receive their blessings, and to depart. I 
my place in the vessel at the wharf, some of my fi 
accompanying me thither; I spoke to them with my 
with my hands, mv tongue retused utterance. 

The beauty of the surrounding scenes, in passing 
the city to the cove of Cork, cannot perhaps be surp 
A few miles from the city stands a fortress, then g< 
ed by a half brother of my father. I beheld it ivith 
mid eve; but the vessel had a fair wind, and we ] 
it rapidly. I retired to the cabin; my too retentive 
ory retraced the scenes I had witnessed, since 
reached Hibernians hospitable shore; they were man 
to me interesting: reflection became extremely p; 
yet it was impossible to ^loid it; and while I wa 
retrospectinff, the vessel cut her way through the h 
we had reached the cove, we were on the point of h 
the land. I jumped upon the deck, I threw my eye 
the country I was leaving, which contained all tha 
near and dear to me, either by the ties of blood or f 
ship: all, all were dravm up in order before me; 1 
another parting scene. Tet I cherished hope, I 
again return. Alas ! alas ! this hope was delusive; 
an everlasting adieu. Dear country of guileles 
courteous manners, of integrity, and eenerous hospi 
I bid you adieu; adieu ye verdant hiUs, ye fertile v 
ye gurgling rills, which every where cross the path 
traveller; ye delicious fruits, ye fragsant flowers, y 
van scenes, for contemplation made — adieu perhap 
ever. Here ends the various hopes and fears, 
have swelled my bosom in a country celebrated f( 
salubrity of its air, the clearness of its waters, the ric 
of its pastures, and the hospit^ity of its inhabi 
where no poiaonous reptile could ever yet procure i 
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^ CHAPTER III. 



\imval in England y and further Progress of the inexpe- 
rienced Traveller. 

r 

Hail, native Isle, for deeds of worth renowned, 
By Statesmen, Patriots, Poets^j Heroes crowned j 
For thee, my friends, my weeping fiiends, I leave, 
To thy blest arms, thy wandering son receive. 

I NOW began a new era of my melflincholy life. ' Losing 
aght of land, I again retired to my cabin : alas ! ' busy 
thought was too busy for my peace.' Launched upon 
tlio wide oce^in, I was speeding to a country, my native 
country indeed; but a country, in which I could boast 
neither relation, nor friend, not even a single acquaint- 
ance. I was quitting a country, in which I had both re- 
lations and friends, with many pleasant acquaintances: 
yet thra consideration did nut inueh depress nn;^ for al- 
though my heart was pained, exquisitely pained, when 
I reflected on those I was leaving, yet I was in raptures 
at the thought of England. I promised myself every 
thing pleasing in England; yet, in my most visionary 
moments, I could not name a source, from which I could 
rationally expect establishment, or even temporary gratifi^ 
cation. Several gentlemen were in the cabin, who took 
kind notice of me; they asked me no questions, so I was 
not embarrassed; but they contributed to render my pas- 
gage agreeable, which, however, was Veiy short; for the 
ideutical passage, which, when I accompanied my fathe 
consumed full nine weeks, was now performed / 
days; but, exempted from those fears, and that 
which sometimes afflict fre»sh-water sailors, I waS *% , .^, 
pleased with the rapidity of our passage. We dro^pi^l^ fS, Ipi 
anchor in Bristol channel; I was charmed with 9iTC-',!(ii^';:^- r^,\- 
portunity of going ashore at Pill, and once more gr^etfej^' 
tSe good old lady, that had many years befote, so tenderly 
compassionated me when 1 returnej;!, as one from the 
dead, to my offended father. Alas! she was no more; 
1^^ was a disappointment, but I was in England, and 
every thing I saw, swelled my throbbing^ bosom to rap- 
ture. I wa9 determined on walking to Bristol, it was on** 
ly five miles, and throuj^h a most enchanting country. 
O . what transport of debght I felt, when, with the en** 
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suing morning, I commenced my journey. The birds 
gweetly carolled, the flowers enamelled the meadows, the 
whole scene- was paradisiacal. It was £ngland. But 
where was I goiug? I knew not. How to be employed? 
I knew not; .T)ut I knew I was in England, and, after 
feasting my eyes and ears, I seated myself upon a verdant 
bank, where the hot wells, (so much celebrated as the 
resort of invalid votaries of fashion, who come here to. 
kill time, and to protract a debilitated existence by the 
the use of the waters,) were in full view. Here I began 
seriously to reflect upon my situation, and to attend to 
various questions, proposed by a certain invisible, my in- 
ternal monitor, who thus introduced the inquiry. ' Well, 
here you are. in England what are you to do? ' God only 
knows. ' Had you not better apply to Him for his direc- 
tion and protection ? ' Certainly, where has my Inina 
wandered, that I have not thus done before? The emo- 
tions of my heart were at this moment indescribable. 
When I last gazed upon these scenes, my prudent, vigi- 
lant father, was at my side, to guard me from evil; now 
I had no guide, no counsellor, no protector ! * O yes,* 
said my monitor, ' you have tho Creator, the Father of 
your father. He will be your God, and your guide : He 
will be your protector, your counsellor, your preserver; 
He will provide for you, and, if you apply to Him, He 
will make your way plain before, you.' My heart, sof- 
tened and cheered by these consoling suggestions, instant- 
ly began its supplications; there I prayed, and there I 
remembered Jacob upon the field of Padan-aram; I com- 
mended myself to the care of the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, and I added to these names, the name 
of my own father. Thus, by unbosoming myself to the 
Author of my existence, Was my spirit greatly refreshed. 

tvery true I wept, freely wept, but my tears were tears 
xury; and I went on my way rejoicing, in a hope which 
J me, as it were, to tread air. I reached Bristol at 
early dinner: I entered a tavern, inquiring if I could be 
furnished with a dinner. They saw I was a stranger, 
^d from Ireland. The master of the inn was from the 
same countiy ; he soon discovered I was a Methodist, and 
being acquainted with those religionists, he invited them 
to visit me, and I was consequently introduced to many^ 
of the Methodists in that city. It may be thought strange, 
that, as I had been so much engaged among the Methodists 
in Ireland, being one of their. approved preachers, I did not 
take the stepis necessary to introduce me among that clas^ 
of people In fijngland. But, besides the jealousy whick 
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had taken place in the minds of my religious brethren, on 
account of my attachment to the doctrine of election, 
which made me resolve to quit Mr Wesley's connexion, 
and unite myself with the adherents of Mr. Whitefield, J 
wished for liberty to act myself, without restraint. But 
on being introduced, I was soon engaged; attended their 
meetings, and private societies, and waa admired ^nd 
caressed, and consequently tarried longer than I had pro* 
posed, deriviiig, from every social interview, abiinaant 
I'.onsolation. Upon the evening previous to my depar- 
ture from Bristol, I was urged to visit a society a few 
miles from the city; it was a pleasant walk; several of 
both sexes were assembled, they were neat in person, and 
correct in manners, .and they were all £nghsh. I was 
charmed, and, being in good spirits, I was th^ought excel- 
lent company ; 1 was then a stranger. They were high- 
ly pleased; I was requested to pray;' I did so, and we 
mingled our tears. I was solicited to continue amonff 
this people, but my wishes all pointed to London — ^and 
to Loudon I must go. I parted with my new acquaint- 
ance with regret, for I was as much pleased with them, 
as they appeared to be with me. Being prevailed upon 
to tarry dinner the next day, I did not leave Bristol until 
the afternoon. I then departed alone, determining to 
proceed as far as Bath, -and take the stage for London, 
upon the ensuing morning. As I passed over one of the 
most charming roads in England, and alone, I had not 
only time for reflection, but my reflections were pensive- 
ly pleasing: I was advancing towards the metropolis; 
hitherto I «ad experienced the goodness of God, and I 
^indulged the most sanguine hopes. My heart was greatly 
elated; I beheld the surrounding scenes with rapture; I 
was not wearied by my walk, it was only sixteen miles 
from Bristol, to Bath; the fields stood thick with com, the 
valleys, burdened with an uncommon load of hay, seemed 
to laugh and sing, and the birds, in their variety, were, 
as if hymning the praises of their Creator, while the set- 
ting sun heightened the grandeur, and gave the finishing 
touches to the scene. My feelings were indeed highly 
wrought. I proceeded near the margin of a beautiful 
river; two hay-makers were returning from their toil; I 
addressed them, and, in my accustomed manner, I ex- 
preased my delight, and my gratitude. ' These,' said I, 
111 a strain of rapture, ' These are th); glorious works. 
Parent of good; Almighty Father, thine this universal 
frame; these wonderous fair — surpassing wonder far — 
thyself how wonderous then ! ' Tears gushed in my eyes» 
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as I thus expressed the transport of my soul. The men 
were astonished, yet they seemed pleased; I asked them 
the name of the river? They replied, *the Avon, sir.* 
Then, said I, it flows through the native place of Shaks* 
peare. Shakspeare, who is he?' A^ writer, I replied: 
wondering at myself for mentioning his name; but I 
thought of Shakspeare, and I have ever been accustomed 
to think loud; the thought was -an addition to my plea- 
sures, and, from the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh. My companions could not fail of discovering, 
that 1 came from Iceland, vet they cast no reflections up- 
on me, as is the custom with low people, upon these oc- 
casions; they were rather disposed to treat me kindly. 
* 1 fancy,' said one of them, ' you are a Methodist. I 
am, said I' — I do not deny it. 

' Then my Bess will be glad to see thee, I'll warrant me; 
wool thee come along with me ? Thee may go farther, 
and fare worse, I Can tell thee that.' ' Ay, ay,' said the 
other, ' Thee had best go with my neighbor — I'll warrant 
thee good cheer.' I thanked this kind man, and my heart 
swelled with gratitude to that Being, in whose hands are 
the hearts of all his creatures, for thus meeting me on my 
entrance into this strange city, with loving-kindness, and 
tender mercf*. We walked on together, mutually delight- 
ed; I, with every thing I saw, and my companions with 
me, for my expressed satisfaction. We soon stopped at 
the door of a very neat house. This cannot, said my 
heart, be the dwelling of a hay-maker; it was, however, 
and opening the door, he said: 'Here, Bess, I have 
brouffht thee home a young Methodist; I know thee wilt 
be glad to see him.' I was then, by this rough, good- 
hearted man, presented to his wife: ' Thou must find out 
his name thyself.' I immediately told her my name, 
when, in a friendly manner, she requested me to be seat- 
ed. She was a ViBry different character from her husband, 
her manners were, even polished; she entered into friendly 
conversation with me, and we derived much satisfaction 
therefrom, when her husband entering, inquired in his 
rough manner, ' What tfie plague, Bess, hast got no supper 
for thy guest?' This was a matter to which we had neither 
of us recurred. The good man, however, was speedily 
obeyed, and an elegant repast was forthwith placed upon 
the table, of which I partook with appetite. We after- 
wards sang one of the Methodist hymns; and we united in 
solemn prayer; while my heart acknowledged all the 
fervor or devotion, even my host himself seemed affected 
and pleased, declaring he esteemed himself forttinate in 
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meeting me. I was introduced to a handsome lodging 
room, and a good bed, but the fulness of ~my grateful 
heart would not, for some time, allow me to close my 
eyes: at length I sunk into the most refreshing slumbers, 
and I arose the next morning greatly exhilarated. I was 
received by my hospitable host, and hostess, with every 
mark of satisfaction; we breakfasted together, sang a 
hynm, and" addressed the throne of grace, when the good 
man went forth to the labors of the field, requesting that 
I would not think of leaving them. In the course of the 
morning, the good lady ipiormed me, that they had re- 
cently settled in Bath, a Mr. Tucker, who had been a 
preacher in Ireland. My heart leaped at this intelligence; 
of all the preachers, with whom I had ever associated, this 
man possessed the greatest share of my affection. His 
tender, innocent, childlike disposition, not only endeared 
him to me, but to all who were acquainted with his worth. 
My hostess was charmed to learn, that I was known Vj 
Mr. Tucker: I solicited her to direct me to his residence, 
but when she informed me, that, by the death of his fa- 
ther, he had recently come into possession of thirty 
thousand pounds sterling, I became apprehensive I should 
not be recognised. But I had occasion to reproach 
myself for suspicions, for no sooner was I conducted to 
his dwelling, than he caught me in his arms, and express- 
ed the highest satisfaction. Upon introducing me to his 
lady, he said : ' My dear, this young man is the eldest son 
of one of the best men I ever knew. No man ever pos- 
sessed a larger, share of my venerating affection: I Iqve 
this young person as his son, and I love him for himself; 
and when you, my dear, know him as I do, the goodness 
of your own heart will compel you to love him as I do.t 
How highly gratifying all this to me, at such a time, in 
such a place, and in the presence of the lady, whose guest 
I was ! but I must be her guest no longer; this warm- 
hearted friend of my father, and of mysefr, would not 
allow me to leave his house nor the city for a long season; 
indeed, it was greatly against his will, that I left Bath 
when I did. . I promised, I would call every day upon 
my worthy host and hostess, which promise I punctually 
performed. ' Mr. Tucker insisted upon my giving them 
a discourse in the church in which he officiated; for, 
although possessed of an independent fortune, he yet con- 
tinued to preach to the people. .On. Sunday, then, I 
•preached in the ciiy of Bath, to great acceptation. My 
host an4 iostesd (the hospitable hay-maker ai^d wife; 
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W^re present, and felicitated themselves that tiiey hi&d 
introduced a man, so much approved. 

My Reverend friend conducted me from place to plaee, 
showing me every thing curious in that opulent resold 
of the nobility. It was to this faithful friend that I com- 
municated, in confidence, the difficulties under which I 
labored, respecting my religious principles. I observed 
to him, jthat I could not with a good conscience, repro- 
bate doctrines, which, as I firmly believed originated 
with God, nor advocate sentiments diametrically oppo- 
site to what I considered as truth. On this account I 
could not cordially unite with Mr* Wesley^ or his predch- 
ers. Mr. Tucker saw the force of my objections; n&y, 
he felt them too, for he was at that instaht nearly in the 
same predicament with myself. Yet we could not hit 
upon an expedient to continue in the connexion, and pre- 
serve our integrity. My anxiety however, to reach the 
capital compelled me to press forward; and my kind 
friend, convinced I was not to be prevailed upon further 
to delay my departure, engaffcd a place in the coach lor 
me, discharging all the attendant expenses, and placing, 
besides, a nandsome gratuity in my pocket. Of my 
first host and hostess I took a friendly leave, gratitude 
has stamped their images upon my bosom; I lefl them, 
and my other kind friends, in tears; we commended each 
other to the kind God, who, in his own way, careth for 
us. I have since been greatly astonished, indeed I was 
at the time surprised, at my thus hastening to quit a 

, place, where I was furnished with every thing, my heart 
ought to have desired, when the prospect before me was 
at least uncertain; but I have been, all ngr days, a mys- 

' tery to myself, nor is this mystery yet unravelled. I re- 
tired this night to bed, but did not close my eyes, until 
near the dawn of day yet my reflections upon my pil- 
low were charming; I clearly saw the good hand of God 
in all my movements; I was enchanted with every thing 
I had seen, and with the prospect of what I had still to 
see. O! how sweet in early life, are those sensations, 
which are the offsprmg of vigorous hope how great are 
the joys of expectation ! No one ever oerived more high- 
wrought pleasures from hope, than myself. I quitted 
my bed just at the dawn of day, afler a refreshing slum- 
ber; I had apprized the people at the stage house, the 
evening before,that I should walk on, and let the stage 
overtake me; this I did, and a most delightful waUc I 
had. I met the Aurora, the rising sun, the waking song- 
sters of the hedges, the lowing tenants of the mead, the 
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lus^ laborer, with his scythe, preparing to cut down tho 
bending burdfn of the flowery meadow. The increase 
ing beauty o^he surrounding scenes, the fragrant scent 
of the new-mowed hay, all, all, were truly delightful; 
and thus enchanted^ with spirits light as air, I passed 
on till i reached the Devizes^ nineteen miles from Bath, 
where, after I had breakfast^, the coach overtook me, 
in which^ I was soon seated, flnding a ride, after walk- 
ing, more abundantly refreshing; we rolled over the finest 
road in the world, with such rapidity, that we reached Lon- 
don before sunset. How much was my heart elated,as 1 
passed over this charming country; how did it palpitate 
withpleasurc, as I adVanced toward the metropolis; yet still 
I had no £2^ed plan, nor knew I what I shoula do, or 
whither repair! Ti*ue, I had some letters to deliver, but, 
m the hurrv of my spirits, I had forgotten them; and ou 
being set down at the stage house in London, I left my 
trunk without a single line of intimation to whom it be- 
longed, and wandered about the city, feasting my eyes 
with the variety, which it presented, * till twilight ^ey 
^ had in her sober livery, all things clad,* when I began to 
turn my thoughts towards a shelter for the night. I en- 
tered a tavern, requesting a supper, and a lodging, both 
of which were readily granted; 1 sat pensive, I was weary 
zny spirits sunk, I ate uttle, and retiring to my chamber* 
after securing the door, I fell on my Imees, Deseechinsp^; 
the Father of mercies to have compassion upon me. T^ 
wept, wished myself at home, and my heart seemed to :^ 
die within me, at the consideration that I could not re- ^ 
turn, without fulfilling the predictions of my matron 
friend; * You will return,' said she, and, perhaps find 
this door shut against you.' Never, said I, never; I wiU 
die first. This was the most melancholy night I had 
passed, since I let^ the dwelling of my mother. I arose 
m the morning unrefreshed, I inquired where the stage 
put up; had forgotten; I told my host, I had left my 
trunk at the stage house. He soon found the place, but 
he despaired of ever obtaining my trimk; I recovered it, 
however, and a porter took it to niy^lodgings, there I be- 
lieved it safe, although I knew nothing of the people. 
I recollected where I had lived, when with my father in 
this city; thither I repaired; but although there were re- 
maining individuals who remembered him, no one recog- 
nised me. I was however kindly noticed, for his sake, 
and soon introduced to many, by whom I was much caresS" 
ed. From this I rejiped no benefit; a few of my Metho- 
dist friends, whom I had known in Ireland, visited mo* 
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butj seeing me in company which they did not approve, 
they stood aloof from me. In the judgme]|iof Mr. Wes- 
ley, and his adherents, my principles were against me. 
They did not believe any man could be^ pious, who be- 
lieved the doctrine of predestination. I remember, 
some time afler the death of my father, sitting with Mr. 
Wesley in the house of my mother, and conversing on 
this truly interesting subject; I ventured to remark, that 
there were some good men, who had given their suffrage 
in favor of the doctrine of Election, and I produced my 
father, as an instance, when, laying his hand upon my 
shoulder, with great earnestness, he said: * My dear lad, 
believe me, there never was a man in this world, who 
believed the doctrine of Calvin, but the languaffe of his 
heart was, " I may live as I list." * It was, as I nave be- 
fore observed, generally believed, that I inherited the 
principles of my father The Methodists in London 
were afraid of me, and I was afraid of them; we there- 
fore, as if by mutual consent, avoided each other; my 
wish to attach myself to Mr. Whitefield was still para- 
mount in my bosom, but Mr. Whitefield was not at home, 
and it was unfortunate for me that he was not. Every 
day I was more and more distinguished; but it was 
by those, whose neglect of me would have been a mercy: 
by their nominal kindness I was made to taste <ff plea- 
suresj to which I had before been a stranger, and those 
pleasures were eagerly zested. I became what is called 
very good company, and I resolved to see, and become 
acquainted witn life; yet I determined, my knowledge 
of the town, and its pleasures, should not affect my stand- 
ing in the religious world. But I was miserably deceiv- 
ed; gradually, my former habits seemed to fade from my 
recollection. To my new couitexions I gave, and re- 
ceived from them, what I then believed pleasure,/wilhout 
alloy. Of music, and dancing, I was very fond, and I 
delighted in convivial parties; vauxhall, the playhouses, 
were charming : I had never known life before. It is 
true my secret Mentor sometimes embittered my enjoy- 
ments; the precepts, the example of my father, stared 
me in the face; the secret sigh of my bosom arose, as I 
mournfully reflected on what 1 had lost. But I had not 
sufficient resolution to retrace my steps; indeed I had lit- 
tle leisure. I was in a perpetual round of company; I 
was intoxicated with pleasure; I was invited into one 
society, and another, until there was hardly a society in 
London, of which I was not a member. How long this 
life of dissipation would have lasted, had not my re* 
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sources failed, I know not. I occasionally encountered 
one, and ani^ier, of my religious connexions, who se- 
riously expostulated v/ith me; but I generally extorted 
from them a laugh, which ultimately induced them to 
shun me. I had an iuterview with 'Mr. Barnstable, a 
preacher in Mr. Wesley's connexion, and questioning* 
aim respecting many, whom 1 had known, he informed 
me that Mr. Trinbath, at whose house I had passed so 
delightful an evening with Mr. Whitefield, in the city of 
Cork, was no more ! His beautiful wife had quitted her 
husband, her children, and her mother, and accompanied 
a private soldier to ilmerica ! ! ! Her doteing husband, 
thus cruelly deceived, lost first his reason^ and afterwards 
his life. Mr. Barnstable inquired, what had become of 
me so long; and, after severely admonishing me, he 
pronounced upon me an anathema, and quitted me. It 
will be supposed, I was not much pleased with him, and, 
assuredly, 1 was at variance with myself; and above all, 
1 was grievously atBicted for the misfortunes, and death 
of the once happy Trinbath. It has often been a matter 
of astonishment to me, how, after such, a religious edu- 
cation as I had received; after really, vitally entering in- 
to the spirit of the life, to which I was from infancy ha- 
bituated; after feelingly bearing my public testimony 
against the follies, and the dissipation of the raany, 1 
should so^ entirely renounce a life of serious piety, and 
embrace a life of frolic, a life of whim ! It is also won- 
derful, that, thus changed, I proceeded no further; that 
I was guilty of no flagrant vices; that I was drawn into , 
no fatal snares. Many were the devices employed to 
entangle me; which devices I never deliberately sought^ 
to avoid. Doubtless, I was upheld by the good hand of 
God; for which sustaining power my full soul oflfers its 
grateful orisons. 

I pursued this inconsiderate, destructive course, upwards 
of a year, never permanently reflecting where I was, or 
hov»r I should terminate my career. My money was near- 
ly exhausted: but this was Ijeneath my consideration: 
and, as I have said, serious reflection was arrested by 
large circles of friends successively engaging me, either 
abroad^ or at home, in town or in the country. Thus 
did my life exhibit a constant tissue of foily, and indis- 
cretion. But the time of my emancipation drew near; 
a demand, which I had barely sufficient to answer, was 
made upon me by mv tailor; I started, and stood for sonie 
t^me miotionless. I'he money, whieh I believed would 
never be expended, was already gone. I saw no roetbpd 
7* 
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of recruiting my finances, and I stood fi^alied, tvbetij 
at tliis distressing moment, a gay companion broke in 
upon me; he was on his way to the Club; there was 
to be grand doings: John Wilkes, esquire, was that 
night to become a member. I instantly forgot every thinff 
oi a gloomy nature, and went off as light, as a feathered 
inhabitant of the air. I never was fond of the pleasures 
of the l»ottle, of social pleasures no one more so: and, 
that I might enjoy society with an unbroken zest, I have 
frequently thrown the wine under the table, rejoicing that 
I thus preserved my reason. , 

This period of my life had so much of variety, and 
yet so much of sameness, that a picture of a week would 
be nearly a complete exhibition of all my deviations. 
Suffice it to say, that I plunged into the vortex of plea- 
sure, greedily grasping at enjoyments, which both my 
habits and my circumstances should have taught me to 
shun. UpOn this subject I do not love to dwell; if 
possible, I would erase it from my recollection; and 
yet, I derive abundant satisfaction, from the manifesta- 
tion of Divine Goodness, so strikingly exemplified, 
through the whole of hiy wanderings, in preserving me, 
by the strong arm of the Almighty, from numerous evils 
to which, in the society I frequented, and in the city 
where I resided, I was hourly exposed. But, as 1 said, 
necessity, imperious necessity, compelled me to pause; 
and it was, in truth, a blessed necessity. Had I been 
inclined to forget, that my whole stock was expended, 
the frequent calls made upon me for monies, which I 
could not pay, would have constituted a uniformj and 
impressive memento. My embarrassments were soon 
rumored abroad; and although I had many friends, who 
appeared to regard money as little as myself, who, de- 
claring they could not exist without me, insisted upon 
my being of their parties, yet a consciousness of depend- 
ence rendered me wretched, while indirect remarks, 
thrown out by some individuals, served to increase my 
wretchedness. Easter holy-days are, in England, days 
of conviviality. Parties of pleasure were every where 
forming. My connexions were hastening to my favor- 
ite retreat, Richmond; inclination led me to join them; 
but they either were not, or I suspected they were not, 
as usual, warm in their solicitations, and 1 declined a 
less importunate invitation. I, however, took a solitary 
walk, and I met reflection on the way. I had in the 
world but one half-penny, and a mendicant, asking alms, 
crossed my path; I gave him my half-penny, and walk^ 
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ed on, till,^ passing out of the city, I advanced into the 
fields. I began to feel exhausted; and, under the wide 
spreading shade of a tree, I sat me down. I continued, 
for some time, in a state of fixed despair, regardless of 
life, and every thing which it had to besto^t^. The eye 
of retrospection ran over past scenes; I remembered my 
father's house, and the plenty which, particularly at this 
season, reiffned there. This was neany the anniversary 
of his death; the mournful scene passed in review be- 
fore me; his paternal advice, his paternal prayers flash- 
ed upon my soul; the eye of my mind dwelt upon the 
family I had deserted. Oh ! couJd they now behold me ! 
Would they not be gratified? It hoped they would; their 
pity would have pained most exquisitely. Still my emo- 
tions were not of an amelioratinff description; my heart was 
indurated, and, had I possessed the means, I should have 
proceeded in the path of destruction. At length I seemed 
awakened to a full sense of the horrors oT my situation; my 
heart throbbed with anguish as I spontaneously exclaim- 
ed: Am I the son of such a man, the son of such pa- 
rents? am I that pious youth so much, and by so many 
admired? am I the preacher, who at so early a period 
preached to others, drawing tears, from the eyes of 
those who heard me? And is it thus my jo^rney to 
£ngland terminates? am I now alone, and unfriended,, 
without an extricating hand to save me ? Whither, ah ! 
whither shall I go, and what step is now to be taken ? At 
this moment, the voice of consolation vibrated upon my 
mental ear : ' Imitate the prodigal of old, Arise, and go 
unto your Father; say, I have sinned against heaven, alid 
in thy sight, I am no longer v/orthy to be called thy son : 
but beseech Him, nevertheless, to receive you into his 
service.' This counsel proceeding from a quarter, from 
which I had not for a long season heard, deeply affect- 
ed me, and bitterly did I weep, in the dread of that 
refusal, which, should I venture to follow the guidance 
of the monitor within I was, alas ! but too certain of 
receiving. A thousand thoughts, like a swarm of in- 
sects, buzzed around me, but no thouffbt gave me peace. 
How exquisite was the torture, whicft at this moment I 
suffered. But the approach of evening roused me to a 
conviction of the necessity of moving; but whither should 
I go? that was the question. ' Suppose,' said my invi- 
sible monitor, 'you go to the tabernacle?' and, burst- 
ing into a flood of tears; I said'. Yes, I will present my- 
se& among the multitude — yes, I will go; but how shaU 
I meet th^ eye of any individual, vrho Vka« ioxuv^TX^ « 
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known rao? how dare I stand among the worshippers of 
that God, whom I have so grossly offended? xet I will 
go; and, with slow and mournful steps, 1 walked for- 
ward. The congregation had assembled. I entered, 
taking my stand under tho gallery. 1 dared not raise 
my eyes; they were bathed in tears. Mr. Whitefield, 
ita his usual, energetic manner, addressed his audience; but 
no'sounds of consolation reached me. At last he said : ' But 
there may be, In some corner of this house a poor, de- 
sponding, despairing soul, who, having sinned, greatly 
sinned against God and against himself, may be afraid 
to lift toward Heaven his guilty eye; he may, at this 
moment, be suffering the dreadful consequences of his 
wandering from the sources of true happiness; and pos- 
sibly he may apprehend he shall never be permitted to 
return ! If there be any one of this description present, 
I have to inform such individual, that God is still his 
lovinff Father; that' He says, return unto me, my poor, 
backslidinff child, and I will heal your backslidings, and 
love you freely. What message shall I return my Mas- 

;'Jter from you, my poor, afflicted, wandering, weeping 
brother? shall I say, you are suitably penetrated by his 

"gracious invitation, and that you would come with 
weeping, and su|>p]ijM||M^that you would fly with grat- 
itude, and prostrate^lHBelf before Him, were you 
not so much injured ItjjTyWi' wanderings; that you feel 
you ai*e not able: and that you should blush to ask his 
assistance ? Is tnis your message f poor, poor soul ! never 
fear, your gracious Father will shortly send you every 
needful aid.' All this was said to me; at least, to my 
wondering spirit, it thus appeared; and I seemed as if 
expiring, amid the mingling emotions of regret, apprehen- 
sion, and hope. 

I left the tabernacle under these potent impressions, 
and, crossing Moorfields,. I was overtaken by one of my 
old religious connexions, who, regarding me with won- 
der, said, ' Am I so happy to see you, one of the many 
who were at the tabernacle this evening? ' My reply 
was indicative q£ the sorrow of my heart. He proceeded* 
to make many r^arks, until, in the moment of separa* 
tion, he said, ''•Well, my friend, perhaps, you will go, 
from hence, into company where you will forget all that 
you have this evening heai'd.' My heart was very full; 
and from its abundance I said, No, never will I ag^in 
minffle in circles calculated to efface impressions, which 
I will cherish to the latest hour of ray existence. Let 
tbese tears, these fast-falling tears, evince mj sincerity 
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My friend rejoiced in the prospect of my returning to the 
path, from which I hdd wandered; but he rejoiced Avith 
fear and trembling;. He knew my connexions were nu- 
merous, and that my vivacity rendered me the life of 
those convivial circles, where I had so long figured. But 
the grace of God upheld me, and never, from that mo- 
ment, did 1 unite with those associates, from which I was ' 
at first separated by necessity. 

I was now an insulated being. I carefully avoided my 
former companions, and my religious connexions avoided 
me; thus I had now abundant leisure for reflection. 
Some time elapsed, before the change, which had taken 

Slace, reachedthe extreinity of those circles , in w hich 1 
ad moved. Many who heard, Tent ho credence to a ?e- 
port, which they believed without foundation. The. 
greater number of those laughter-loving beings, who had 
attached themselves to me, never having imbibed any 
religious sentiments, hac' not learned the habits of my 
former life. Many individuals called upon me as usual, 
and found me a different man, from him, whom they had 
been accustomed to see. A few suspecting the cause, 
sought to relieve my mind, by warm and liberal assurances 
of never-failing friendship; and they generously tendered 
the unlimited use of their purses J I made my acknowledg- 
ments; but assured them, the whole world as a bribe, would 
he insufiicient to lead me again into the paths of folly. I 
was not, I said, unhappy because I no longer possessed 
ability to run the career of error, certainly not; my infe-^ 
licity oriffinated, from the consideration, that I had ever 
receded from the paths of peace. Some resented my re- 
marks as a tacit insult upon themselves; others ridiculed 
me, and pronounced me under the influence of a strong 
delirium; and two or three, who still loved me too well 
to separate themselves from me, were for a time, induced 
to reflect seriously upon their own situation: but these, 
also, shortly disappeared; and, of the numerous triflers, 
with whom I had so many months fluttered, not a single 
loiterer remained; and most devoutly did I render thanks 
to Almighty God, for extricating me from such associates 
I boarded in the house of a very lively, vivacious la^n', 
indeed his whole family might have been denominated 
sons and daughters of mirth : This fact had been their 
principal recommendation to me, but it now added to the 
burden of my mind. I made inquiry after another l«dg- 
inff, but, on contemplating a removal, difliculties, to whicii 
Ihad not before recurred, stared me in the face. I was 
considerably in arrears to my host, and, as I must depart- 
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in a different state of inind, from that which I was ia, 
when I became his lodger, and which had impressed him 
in my favor; I could not expect he would be very kindly 
disposed toward me. I was indebted to others, and my 
distresses seemed hourly to accumulate. Both preseat 
and future support were alike beyond my reach, and it 
appeared to me, 1 had attained the climax of misery. 1 
closed my door, 1 prostrated myself before the God who 
had created me, beseeching him to have mercy upon me: 
again ray sad, my sorrowing heart, revisited the hoina i 
had abuidoned; stripped of its allurements, my mad pas- 
sion for travelling appeared in its native defbrmity;^ 
agonizing dread overtook me, and my terrified imagina 
Uufli 'puiutea uui, and anticipated, a thousand horrors. 
Many devices were suggested to my forlorn mind, and ^ 
death itself was presented as my last resort. But starting 
from an idea so impious. Let me, I exclaimed, at least 
avoid plunging into irremediable perdition. Thus I spent 
the day, and in the eveniug 1 attended the tabernacle. I 
considered myself, while there as the most destitute indi" 
vidual in the whole assembly. I generally occupied a 
remote comer, my arms were folded, my eyes cast down^ 
and my tears flowing; indeed, my eyes were seldom dry, 
and my heart was always full; for, at this period of my 
life, 1 rarely tasted any thing like consolation. Coming 
out of the tabernacle, one evening, a serious young man 
thus accosted me: ' Cheer up, thou weeping, sorrowing 
soul — ^be offfood cheer, thy God will save thee/ I caught 
hb hand: Grod bless you, my dear sir, whoever you are ! 
but you do not know to whom you are speakins. ' Oh 
yes, I am speaking to a sinner, like myself. No, no, I 
returned, the wide world does not contain so great a sin- 
ner as myself; for, in the face of an education, calculated 
to eradicate every evil propensity; and of precepts, and 
examples, drawn from our most holy religion, which 
ought to have rendered me a uniform servant of the 
Most High; I have mingled in circles, consisting of the 
idle, the dissipated, and the profane; 1 have run the 
career of folly, and the anguish of my soul b a conse* 
quence of my manifold offences. The kind-hearted 
young man strove to pour into my wounds the oil and 
wine of consolation. We walked together,- quite through 
Moorfields; at his request, I promised to meet him at the 
tabernacle the ensuing evening, and I was greatly impa- 
tient for the appointed time. Passing Moorfields, agree- 
ably to my engagements, I beheld a lai^e congregation 
assembled to hear one of Mr, Wesley's preachers : I tar» 
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ried imtil I saw the preacher mount the stage, but what 
l¥ere my amotions, when I reco^ised him of whom I 
Was so fond, in the house of Mr. Little, and whb first in- 
troduced me as a public speaker. I hastily withdrew 
from the place, terrified, lest his eye should meet mine: 
but my soul was tortured by the comparison of what 1 
was, when I first saw him, with my present situation. 
I was this evening much affected; indeed, it was impossi- 
ble for any child of sorrow to attend upon Mr. White- 
field, ¥nthout feelings of the most impressive nature. I 
looked around for my companion of the past evening, 
but I saw him not; and I was pained by the disappoint- 
ment. On my departing from the tabernacle, however, 
he again took my hand, assuring me, he was glad to see 
me, and repeating a verse of a hymn : ' We shall not al- 
ways make our moan,' &c. which hynm I had often san^, 
and of which I was very fond. I melted into tears;- this 
man appeared to me as an angel of God, and most de- 
voutly did I bless the Father of my spirit, for sending me^ 
such a comforter. I was in haste to unbosom myself to 
bim, to make him acquainted with the extent of my er- 
rors; but this was a subject, upon which he did not, seem 
in haste to hear me. He, however, urged met^JO draw 
consolation from the promises of our God, whiobl^e pro- 
nounced all yea and amen, in the Redeemer: He diHo ex- 
pressed a wish to meet me, at the table of the Lord, upon 
the foUovdng Sunday : for this, my own heart ardently 
panted, and I engaged, if possible, to obtain a ticket of 
adnuttance. My concern for my very reprehensible ab- 
errations, as they affected my spiritual interests, so com- 
pletely occupied my mind, that I had little leisure for re- 
flection upon my pecuniary embarrassments, yet my cir- 
cumstances were truly deplorable. I was in debt, with- 
out the means of making payment, nor had I any pros- 
pect of future sup]iort. I disdained to ask charitjr, and 
the business, of which I had obtained a superficial know! 
edge in Ireland, was not encouraged in London. The 
friend, whom I first saw at the tabernacle, had continued 
A vigilant observer of my conduct; he had frequently 
visited me, and my eyes convinced him I was no longer 
the gay, inconsiderate wanderer, but truly a man of sor- 
row. Compassionating my sufferings, he invited me to 
his pleasant home, and, in a voice of friendship, request- 
ed r would pour into his bosom all my griefs. ^ I d«i so. 
and his resolution was instantly taken. To ray great con- 
solation, he engaged to procure me, immediately, another 
lodging, to'inake my present landlord easy^ftud \a "^y^^ 
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cure for me, if I was willing, the means of future Bup- 
port; and this, without rendering me dependent, except 
upon my own regular etforts, and the Being, who had 
called me into existence. Let the feeling heart judge of 
the indescribable transports, which this conversation orig- 
inated in my soul. Gratitude swelled in my bosom; I 
experienced all its sweet enthusiasm; and hardly could I 
control my impatience, ibr the execution of a plan, in 
every view so desirable. The lodging was immediately 
obtained; it was at the house of an old lady, in Bishop- 
gate's street, where was appropriated solely to my use, 
a neat, and well furnished apartment. The succeeding 
morning, this benevolent gentleman attended me to my 
late lodging, when, inquiring the amount of my debt, I 
was answered, ' Not a penny.' 1 stood amazed. ' No,' 
said my good-natured host, ' not a penny.' But pray' 
what is the matter, where have you been, where are you 
going? 01 dear, O! dear, these abominable Methodists 
have spoiled as clever a fellow, as ever broke bread; I 
suppose you think we are not good enough for you, and 
so you wish to leave us.' I was greatly affected. Ex- 
cuse me sir; I do not believe myself a whit" better than 
you; but, sir, I am afraid of myself. ' Ah! you have no 
occasion: I am sorry you are going, upon my soul I am. 
You ought to stay and convert me.' Ah! sir, it is God, 
who must convert both you, and me. We shed tears at 
parting: but our tears flowed from a different source. 
He wept, that he should no more be amused with the 
whim and frolic of a gay young man; I, that I had ever 
sojourned in his hbuse. I was, however, suitably im- 
pressed by his kindness, although our intercourse from 
this moment entirely ceased. The following week, 1 
obtained a situation, as one of the aids to an inspector of 
a broadcloth manufactory; I was glad to obtain employ- 
ment at any rate. Yet it is a fact, I Tvas never designed 
for a man of business. Nor was I fully satisfied with my 
associates; they were not in my way, and they, therefore, 
made me a subject of ridicule; this, to weak minds, is 
perhaps a species of persecution, of all others the most 
difficult to endure. I certainly suffered much from it; 
but, if I could obtain no satisfaction with them, I had the 
more whenever I left them, which was upon the evening 
of every djay, and the whole of Sunday. I was delighted 
by the consideration, that I was living by jaoy own exer- 
tions, and in a way to discharge debts, which were a 
heavy burden upon my mind« I hved frugally, retrenching 
every superfluity, and uniformly denying myself all, but 
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the absolute necessaries of life; and I had very soon the 
felicity of knowing, that I had no longer a creditor. I'his 
complete exoneration was followed by a newly reviVied 
and ecstatic hope, of being again admitted to my Father's 
house, from which, I once feared, I was eternally ex 
eluded: And I deemed myself happy, beyond expression 
happy, upon comparing nxyself with those, among whom 
I was compelled to live; who were posting, without cod 
cern, in what I deemed the road to ruin, which I had, by 
divine favor, been mercifully drawn; my bosom swelled 
with the most delightful sensations, while I frequently 
exclaimed. Lord, why me? Why take me, and leave 
these poor, unfortunate beings to perish in a state of sin, 
and misery ? But such was the sovereign will and plea- 
sure of my Godj he would have mercy, on whom -he 
would have mercy, and whom he would be hardened. 
Sometimes, indeed, my soul was sick with doubt and 
apprehension. When engaged in the work of self-exam- 
ination, one evil propensity, after another, which I had 
believed dead, seemed to revive in my bosom : I feared, 
that my faith was all fancy; and that the hope, which I 
encouraged, was the hope of the hypocrite, which would 
be as the giving up of the ghost. Upon these occasions, 
I experienced unutterable anguish, and my days and 
nights wefe, with very little intermission, devoted to soi> 
row. The distress, I so evidently suffered, endeared, note, 
to my new religious connexions; every one of whijln eh-*- 
deavored to administer consolation, encouragip^'me to 
cherish hope, from the consideration of my despair ! My 
life was now more active than it had ever been, and ray 
connexions more numerous. I was much occupied by 
business, yet my hours of devotion were sacred; I rose at 
four o'clock, in summer and winter. My meals con- 
stmied but a small portion of time. The moments, thus 
oassed by others, were, by me, devoted to private prayer. 
My evenings were passed at the tabernacle, and, when 
Mr. Whitefield preached, my soul was transported. I 
returned home exceedingly refreshed, and prostrated my- 
self at the footstool of my Maker, I acknowledged with 
gratitude the tender mercies of my Redeemer, who had 
graciously separated me from those, who were murdering 
their time, and their precious souls; and my thanksgiv- 
ings were reiterated to that God, who had mercifully res- 
cued me from enormities so prodigious. Thus rolled on 
the week, until Sunday; to me, indeed, a holy day, and 
one to which I looked forward with the most delightful 
Anticipations. Upon this morning, I arose even ««xI\ax 
8 
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than usual: attending either at the tabernacle, or at th« 
chapel, in Tottenham-court, at which places the eomnwh 
nion was alternately given, every Sunday morning. 
Great numbers attended i^jon these occasions, who were 
not regular tabernacle worshippers; obtaining a ticket of 
admittance, they took their seats. It appeared to me, 
Ukc a prelibation of hfeaven. The Elect of God, from 
eveiy denomination, assembled round the table of the 
Lord; a word of consolation was always given, and an 
evangelical hymn most delightfully sung. These Sun- 
day mornings were, indeed, golden opportunities: my 
doubts^ were generally removed, and I cam«i home in rap- 
tures. It was in such a peacefully religious frame of 
minu as this, that I was passing from the tabernacle, on a 
fine summer's morning, deriving high satisfaction from the 
consideration, that I loved the brethren. I know, said I, 
internally, that I have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause I love the brethren. It is true, I felt a very strong 
affection for those, with whom I had communed in the 
tabernacle; but passing over Moorfields, 1 saw a crowd 
of people, collected under the ^hade of a large tree. I 
inquired of a passenger, what occasioned the assembling 
of such a multitude; and I was informed, one of James 
Relly's preacheirs was disseminating his damnable doc- 
trines to the infatuated people ! My soul kindled with in- 
dignation; and, from the abundance of an heart, over- 
flowing with religious zeal, I could not forbear exclaim- 
ing : Merciful God ! How is it, that thou -wilt suffer this 
Demon thus to proceed.^ are not mankind naturally bad 
enough, but must these wretches be suffered to give pub- 
licity to tenets, so pernicious, so destructive ? thus, in the 
name of God, doing the work of the Devil.* At this 
period, I should have considered myself highly favored, 
to have been made an instrument, in the hand of. God, 
for taking the life of a man whom I had never heard, nor 
even seen; and, in destroying him, I should have nothing 
doubted, that I had rendered essential service, both to 
the Creator and the created. I did not then know, how 

^ In this description of his feelings^ the author has left on record 
that which ought to serve as a mild reproof to those who are prone to 
condemn; unheard, both the doctrine aud advocates of Universalism. 
It should have the elTect to lead all ingenious inquirers to examine, 
with great care, and much faithfulness, their own nearts, to see ' what 
manner of spirit they are of; 'and should this be done, it would be 
ascertained, that opposition to the doctrine of impartial grace, arises 
not so much from the discovery of atiy thing bad in the sentiment it- 
self, as from that pride and haughtiness, which, alas ! are quite too 
prevalent in the world. 
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fnach I was leavened with the leaven of the Phttrtsfea: 
and that, notwithstanding my assurance of having passed 
tVom death unto life, in consequence of loving the breth- 
ren, this boasted love extended to none, but those of my 
own persuasion.* I always returned from the tabernacle, 
with my heart filled with religious zeal. 'The intermis- 
sion of public worship was al\tljfs appropriated to pri- 
vate devotion; in a word, all my devotional habits were 
restored, and my Sandays were an exact transcript of 
those, which I had pas.-ed in the family of my father. 
The Sundays, upon which I took my seat at the commu- 
nion table, in the chape], were more abundantly fatigue - 
ing. The chapel was some miles from my lodgings; but 
I never absented myself, either summer or winter, and I 
greatly exulted when I was the first, who appeared with- 
in its consecrated wails'. The more I suffered in rea(?h- 
ing this place, the more 1 enjoyed when there; and often, 
while passing tlie streets of London, in the midst bf rain 
or snow, my heart has swelled with transport, in the 
thought, that I was going to Heaven by means of these 
difficulties, and trials; while thie many, who were then 
sleeping, were suspended over the pit of destruction, into 
which they must one day fall, to rise again no Iridre for- 
ever. And why. Oh! why, I used to repeat, am Isnateh- 
eil, a» a brand from the burning; why am I, an offender 
against lightj against precept, and example, made a bless- 
e«l heir of Heaven, while far the greater part ef my 
species are consigned to endless misery .? There Were a 
number of young people, of both sexes, who, having as- 
sembled from a great distance, could not return home 
after service, in season for breakfast. One of the society 
kept a hoiise near the chapel, where individuals thus cir- 
cumstanced were accommodated. There we often col- 
lected, and our opjjortunities 'were delightftil. Being Re- 
markable for a humble demeanor, Iwas, on this account, 
much noticed and caressed; and I rarely quitted the as- 
sembly without a heart overflowing with lore, and- grati- 
tude, toward God, and His dear children. ' I 'Was not 
confhied to any particular place of worship; I Was accus- 
tomed to present myself, at the stated times, in varions 
congregations; wherever I heard of a great man, I made 

* To the discredit of christhinity, its professors are, -as otu* author 
was before his conversion, by far too much disposed to confine their 
love to the few with whom they associate. This spirit of the Pharieoe^ 
cannot be too strongly disapprobatedj for it stands direct in o^posip 
tion to the genins and -spirit of that gospel which comprises a full ex- 
pression of tie love of God for all mankind. Ed 
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a point of attending upon his labors^ Among the masy 

Slacea of public worship, to which I resorted, there was a 
laptiflt meeting, where I obtained great satisfaction. 
The minister was a warm, animated preacher, and the 
people uncommonly serious. To this house many of the 
tabernacle adherents r«6orted; for, at this time, there was 
no service at that pla^P) except in the morning, and eve- 
ninff. In a vestry, attached to the Baptist meeting, many 
of tne congregation met, before the commencement of 
divine service and some of them alfemately sang and 
prayed. By those persons, I was received with great 
kindness; this affected me exceedingly;- and perceiving 
that it did, they loved me yet more for the value I evi- 
dently set upon their affection, till at length, I became an 
object of general attention. United plans were laid to 
draw me out, and I had pressing invitations to their re- 
ligious societies, and afterward to their houses. The 
minister distinguished me; solicited me to visit him; and 
delighted to speak peace to me, both publicly, and private- 
ly. I was entreated to pray in the society, which, as a 
timid, and unpatronizea stranger, I had so recently 
entered! I complied, and every one seemed aiFect- 
ed; I myself was greatly moved, deeply penetrated 
by reflection, upon wnat I had been, and what 1 then was, 
and my soul was transported by the consideration^ that I 
was re-admitted into the society of the people of God. 
My presence was now anxiously expected in the congre- 
gation, and at the houses of many individuals; I was 
marked by those, who attended at the tabernacle, and 
many other places of worship; and I was so much caress- 
ed, by serious people of sundi^ persuasions, that when 1 
have been asked, what denommation I was of, 1 have re- 

Flied, an independent Baptist, Methodist, Churchman, 
hardly knew which of those I liked best, or loved most; 
and Mr. Whitefield, upon whom they all occasionally at- 
tendedj strove, both by precept and example, to convince 
us, that a difference, respecting non-essentials, was utter- 
ly inconsistent with the Christian character. 

Among the many, who extended to me the hand of 
amity, was a merchant, who never appeared so happy, 
as when conversing with me; he received me into nis 
house, and employed me in his counting room; here I 
fancied my circumstances improved, but I was deceived. 
This gentleman was a mere superficial professor of relig- 
ion, which, when I discovered, I determined to return to 
my former situation. I had paid all my debts; I was 
easy, and occasiorf&Uy happy, and I allowed myself 
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many little indulgencies) which, while a debtor, I should 
have believed criminal. 

The leaving my new patron gave me, hOK^evji^ some 
pain; he had a very high opinion of me, altffii^jjp could 
not reciprocate his esteem. He was ambitious of obtain- 
ing a nan^e in the Church, and, £mi this purpose, he con- 
templated the observance of iik^Hk and evening prayer 
in his family; but, not being aiMj^y riser, he >vas at a 
loss to know how to reconcile Eis devotions with his 
business. At l^inBi^id: 'You, my friend, are accus- 
tomed to perfo^^^^^^ors of my table. If you prolong 
your grace at ^HHBr ^^ ^^^^^ answer for morning pray- 
er!' Greatly slrocKea^ and completely disgusted my de- 
termination to quit him was confirmed. I was still very 
cammunicative, and, consequently, the reeispn of ray 
departure was generally known; so that my once warm 
friend was, as may be supposed, converted into a bitter 
enemy. I was, however, rather commended than censur- 
ed, while the conduct of 'the man of business excited 
general contempt. This gratified me! alas, the piety of 
this world is based on pride ! J now became as far tft I 
was known, an object or attention in every place, v/here 
vital religion, as it was phrased, obtained its votaries. 
Mr. Romasne, M. Jones, and many other clergymen, 
distinguished me. Hints were thrown out respecting my 
once more coming forward as a public teacher; but 
against this Lwas determined. I was astonished, that I 
had ever dared to venture upon so responsible an assump- 
tion ! As the eternal well being of the many was supposed 
to rest with the preacher, an error in judgment would 
consequently be , fatal to his hearers; and, as I had now 
learned that. I was not perfect in knowledge, I could not 
be assured, I should not lead the people astray; in which 
tremendous event they would, to all eternity, be imprecat- 
ing curses on my head. Considerations of such magni- 
tude were sufficient to seal my lips; but I was character- 
ized as a pattern of pioty^ and my experiences were 
greedily sought, by individuals of various denominations. 
There was a society, be^nging to a Baptist meeting, 
near Good Man's fields, which met statedly at each other's 
houses once every week; this was the society, in w^hich I 
was most admired, and to which, of course, I was the 
most attached. In this society there were individuals, 
vrkpi like myself, were tabernacle worshippers,- but 
who attended this meeting, when there was .no Service 
t^e. J had surrendered up ,my whple BOuT,io ,thp,se 
^ligipus exercjses, which the several socf^tips, tp 
8* 
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whioh I had attached myself, demanded. 'My plan w&8 
to devote my eelf wholly to my God, to the advancement 
of n^^pukjual interest, to censiderations pertaining to 
the H^praR of heaven. Wedded life, a family, these 
made no part of my plan; I was persuaded, I should pass 
my life in celibacy; jg^had monastic seclusion consisted 
with Protestantisnj^^Biould gladly have embraced its 
retirement, with its^Pes. In the society, collected near 
Good Man's fields, thei:e was a yjjttjrgentleman remark- 
able for the sanctity of his ma^HHke were strongly, 
and mutually attached to each C^^^Hbny, very many 
happy hours did we pass togetlRHp^^ng the winter, 
we were constantly at the taberuaSfe before day. We 
narrated to each other our experiences; we prayed, we 
wept, we joyed, and sorrowed together; and, with un- 
feigned affection, we loved one another. I questioned ■ 
him respecting his connexions, when he informed me, 
that his parents had died in his infancy; that he had been 
brought up by his grandfather, who was a very profligate 
old gentleman, and abhorred the very name of White field ! 
But, he added, that, through the mercy of God, he was 
not entii'ely alone. He had a sister with him in the 
family, reared also by his grftnd parent, who was a good, 
and ffracious girl; that their nights were frequently de- 
voted to prayer; but that they dared not let their grand- 
father know they had ever been seen at the tabernacle, 
or in any of those societies,' from which they derived their 
chief happiness. Indeed, he observed, his sister seldom 
ventured out; but he had made such representations of 
me, that she had desired him to let her know, when I 
should again meet the Baptist society, and she would 
make a point of being there; and, I request you, said he, 
my dear sir, to be at the society next Sunda}'- evening, 
and she will most unquestionably be there. I cannot say, 
I had any curiosity respecting this young lady; but Sun- 
day night came, I was expected, and the great room was 
filled previous to my arrival. I entered, every one rose 
at my entrance, and I felt dignifiedly pious, seriously 
happy. My young friend approached, and told me, in a 
whisper, his sister would have been greatly disappointed, 
had any thing detained me that evening. On my entrance 
I had glanced at a young lady, extremely beautifnl, who 
appeared attired by the hand. of elegance; it Was with 
difficulty I could take my eyes from her ! I was confound- 
ed, I changed my seat, that I might not behold her, and, 
when thus addressed by Mr. Neale, I responded by askip*; 
where his sister was seated, when he pointed to the 
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fascinating figure, who had so imposingly attracted n^ 
attention. *That young lady, sir, is Miss Neale — ^my 
sister: she has long wished for an opportunity of^eing 
you; I am happy that she is now gratified.** 4^^^^^ 
duotion was in course; I had much to say through the 
evening, and my friend declared Uiad never spoken bet- 
ter, I addressed the throne of gq^B my own heart was 
softened, and the hearts of my MBence were softened 
also. I returned home, but the beauteous image of the 
sister of my frie^ij^flj^panied me ! I could not for a 
moment exclude^^^Pely intruder from my imagination. 
I was alarmed|fPm||^I prayed, but every effort was 
fruitless; the more I strove to forget her, the more she 
was remembered. I was impatient to behold her a^ain, 
yet I most devoutly wished we had never met. I was 
convinced my peace, my happiness were forever fled! 
This was truly astonishing; I had recently been so pos- 
itive, that the combined sex did not possess the power to 
engage my attention for a single moment. Some time 
elapsed, during which the captivating engrosser of my 
heart never relinquished, no, not for a single instant, that 
entire possession, which she had taken of my imagina- 
tion; when, after an evening lecture, )vhile the congrega- 
tion were quitting the mepting-house, a lady, who kept a 
boarding-school for young ladies, requested I would pass 
the next evening at her house, as her young people were 
to collect their friends, and she wished some one to intro- 
duce religious conversation. I had no inclination to 
accept this invitation, and I accordingly made my excuses; 
but the good lady continued to press me, and added, I 
expect Miss Neale will be of the party. Of this impos- 
ing article of intelligence, I experienced the full force; 
but I endeavored to disguise my emotions; and, the 
request being ouce more repeated, I consented, and re- 
turned home, Dot withstanding all my resolutions, trans- 
ported with the prospect of once more beholding the dear 
object of my admiration. That I was now become a real 
lover, there could be no doubt. I was early at the place 
appointed, and my enraptured heart danced with joy, 
when I once more beheld tht^ triumphant fiiir one; I was 
happy to observe,^ that she regarded me with marked 
attention, but her predilection was rather for the Christian, 
than the man. I was, however, beyond expression 
elated, and my conversation partook of the elevation of 
my soul. The evening was nothing; it was gone, ere I 
was sensible it had well commenced. Eliza, for that 
was her fascinating name, arose to take leave; I was- 
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greatly chagrined, I had calculated upon attending her 
ome. but a confidential friend had been sent to take 
chacge of her. 1 ventured, however,, to expresii a hope, 
tha^k BtaAild see her at Mrs. Allen's, a friend, warmly 
attached to us both, on the following Wednesday evening. 
She modestly replied, she would endeavor to be there; 



and in the interim^^ought to learn if she were disen- 
gaged, but I coulSKtain no satisfactory information. 
The appointed evening was i>assed most delightfully, at 
Mrs. Allen's; I had the felicit«|^ttending the young ' 
lady home, and the temerity ^^Hkuch questions, as 
extorted an acknowledgment, ''^(■I^P^^ ^P^ engaged. 
With trembling eagerness, I tnWvKtured to propose 
myself as a candidate for her favor 'Alas! sir,' she 
replied, ' you have formed too high an opinion of my 
character; I trust you will meet a person much more 
deserving of you, than I can pretend to be.' I re-urged 
my suit, with all the fervor, which youth, and an irre- 
pressible passion could furnish. Her answer is indelibly 
engraved upon the tablets of my memory. * You, and I, 
sir, profess to believe in an overruling Providence, we 
have both access to the throne of our heavenly Father. 
Let us, sir, unbosom ourselves to our God; I shall, I do 
assure you; so, I am persuaded, will you; and if, after 
.,we have thus done, we obtain the sanction of the Most 
High, I trust I shall be resigned.' We had now reached 
her habitation, the threshold of which, no professed fol- 
lower of Whitefield was ever allowed to pass. I suppli- 
cated for permission to write to her, and in the full confi- 
dence of christian amity , she acceded to the prayer of my 
petition. From this period, no week passed, during . 
which we did not exchange letters, and the pages, we 
filled, mi^ht have been submitted to the most rigid inspec- 
tion. Mrs. Allen was our confidant, and every letter, 
which passed between us, \Vas put into the hand of this 
discreet matron, without a seal. At the house of tW* 
lady we had frequent interviews, but never without 
witnesses, and our time was passed in sinking hymns, 
and in devout prayer. I now believed myself the happiest 
bein^ in creation; I was certain of possessing a most 
inestimable treasure; and although the grandfather of my 
Eliza, upon whom rested her whole dependence, never 
saw me; and, if he had, never would have sanctioned 
our union, we cherished that hope, which so generally 
proves fallacious. The dear girl requested me to seek, 
and obtain the explicit approbation of her brother, that 
she might at least insure his countenance; and upon ray 
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application to him, he unhesitatingly replied: ^ I consider, 
dear sir, my sister as highly honored by your proposals.' 
But, sir, have we your consent? ' Undoubted^, sii"^ and 
with my whole heart.' This was sufficient, and I was 
completely happy. But, Alas ! * never did the course of 
true love run smooth.' • We were on the verge of a mo^t 
distressing calamity : this brother, in^hom we had repos- 
ed unlimited confidence, became my inveterate foe, and 
writing an anonymous letter to his grandfather, he repre- 
sented me as a fort|m»"ftunter, who was seeking to obtaia 
the heart of hls«vgrao4-^£iughter, for the purpose of 
making a prey of her property! This letter produced 
the desired effect; the old gentleman was extremely 
irritated, and, sending for Eliza,.he put the letter into 
her hand, and sternly asked her if she had entered into 
any engagement with a person by the name of Murray ? 
when, receiving an answer in the affirmative, he gave 
full credit to all the rest, and being a man of violent 
passions, he threatened her with the loss of his favor, if 
she did not immediately promise to renounce me forever. 
He was well apprized, if he could obtain her promise, he 
had nothing further to apprehend. The fifm, self-collect- 
ed girl, implored his pardon, if she did not yield credence 
to -the slanders, contamed in the despicable scrawl he had 
placed ip her hand; she besought him to see me, to con- 
verse wfth me; promising, that* if, upon a personal 
acquaintance, he- cbntinued to disapprove, she would 
endeavor to bend her mind to an acquiescence with his 
will. Her grandfather was inexorable; he would admit 
no conditions; and ultimately assured the young lady, if 
she did not relinquish every thought of me, she miffht 
give up all idea of ever receiving a single penny*of his 
property. He granted her three days for deliberation, 
during which period, she was to consider herself a prison- 
er. Of this unexpected event, I speedily gained mtelli- 
fence, and my soul was torn by apprehension. To Eliza 
could have no access, and even the intercourse, by letter, 
was suspended! In this state of agonizing suspense, I 
remained, until, through the instrumentality of the 
chambermaid, a letter was brought to Mrs. Allen for me, 
which letter, while it gave a most affecting detail of her 
sufferings, contained the fullest assurance of her unbroken 
faith, and steadfastness. She recommended it to me, to 
apply to the same Source, from whence she herself had 
derived consolation; to the Almighty Father of our spirits, 
who held in His hands all hearts; and, she added, that 
no power, short of Omnipotence, should ever prevail 



94 LIF£ OF RSy. JOHN MURRAY. 

upon her. to give her hand unaccompanied by her heart: 
and that, in a few hours, she should be so circumstanced 
as^to prove the sincerity of my affection, for she was 
speedily to render her final answer to her grandfather. 
She hoped for divine support, during the arduous trial, to 
which she was called to submit; and she most earnestly 
solicited my prayers in her behalf. A second letter was 
soon handed me, giving an account .of the second inter- 
view. *Well, my dear child, said the old gentleman, 
'what am 1 to expect? am I ta i^se my daughter, the 
comfort of my declining life? Or wijl you have compas- 
sion upon my old age, and relinquish this interested, 
designmg man ?' ' If, my dear sir I had any reasons for 
supposing the person, of whom you speak, such as you 
believe him, the relinquishment, which you require, 
would not cost an effort; but, sir, Mr. Murray is. an 
honest man, he has a sincere affection for me, I have 
given him reason to hope, and until I am convinced he is 
unworthy of my esteem/ 1 cannot consent to treat him as 
if he were.' Here the passions of the old gentleman 
began to rise, when the dear girl besought him to be cahn, 
assuring him it was neither her wish, nor intention to 
leave him; nay more, she would pledge her word never 
to leave him, while she could have the felicity of attend- 
ing upon him, if he would not insist upon her violating 
her faith, tacitly given to me. But this would not do; 
she. must abandon her lover or her fortune; and finding 
her determined, he arose from his chair, and seizing his 
will, in wnich he had bequeathed her one thousand 
pounds sterling, he furiously flung it into the flames, 
immediately causing another will to be written, in which 
he gave to her brother, the portion designed for her; and 
thus did this youug incendiary obtain the object, for 
which he had labored, etad to which he had most nefari- 
ously, and darkly, groped his way. I had now the 
felicity of learning, that my Eliza had a stronger value 
for me, than for her patrimony: and she observed to her 
grandfather, that he had furnished her with an oBportu- 
ity of proving the sincerity of my attachment. ' flf' said 
sne, ' his views are such, as you have been taught to 
believe, he will shortly relinquish me, and thus have I, 
most opportunely, obtained a criterion.' Never did I 

Seceive a piece of intelligence productive of so much 
feart-felt pleasure, as the certainty of that potent pre- 
possession, which could thus enable her, whom I esteem- 
ed the most perfect of human beings, to surrender up, 
without a sigh, the gifts of fortune. Words cannot de- 
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(iaeate, how greatly I conceived myself enriched, by this 
i blissful assurance. Still I met the brother of Eliza, at 
' the tabernacle, and occasionally at private societies,. and 
K still he wore the semblance of amity. Previous to this 
! event, the elder Mr. Neale, who was always my friend, 
bad become the head of a family; during a few weeks, 
we continued in that condition when my invidious calum- 
, niator requested me, by a written message, to give him a 
meeting at the house of his aunt, a lady who resided next 
door to his grandfather. I Obeyed the summons, when, 
to my great astonishment, he informed me, it was his 
lister's wish, I would think of her no more; that there 
were many young ladies, with whom I might fol*m a 
connexion, abundantly more advantageous; and that for 
lierself, she was weary of contending with her grandfather. 
During the whole of this studied harangue, the torture of 
»ny soul was scarcely to be endured. Afler a most dis- 
tressing pause, I treml)1ingly interrogated : Tell me, sir, 
has Miss Neale really empowered you to act in her 
behalf? ' If you doubt it, here is a letter, written, with 
her own hand, furnished me upon a presumption, that I 
might not obtain a speedy opportunity of seeing you;' 
and he put the letter into my hand. Mr. Neale knew not, 
that I was in possession of many of his sister's letters; 
he knew not, that she had ever written to me; if he had, 
he would hardly have exhibited this scrawl, as hers. 
The anguish of my soul was. no more; yet I assayed to 
conceal my emotions, and contented myself with solenmly 
(ieclariag, that it was only from the bps of Miss Neale I 
would accept my dismission. ^ Xou may,' said he,^ * rest 
assured, you will never, with her own consent, again see 
that young lady.' Thus spake, thus acted the man, 
whom, the very next morning, I met at Mr. Whitefield's 
communion. Leaving Mr. Neale, I returned to my 
lodgings, sat down and related to Eliza the whole busi- 
ness, enclosing the letter I had received as hers. The 
ensuing day gave me an assurance, under her own hand, 
that the whole procedure was unknown to her; request- 
ing, that I would remain periectlv easy; that I would 
keep my mind entirely to myself, making . application 
only to the wonderful Counsellor, and resting in full 
assurance of her fidelity. This .was enough, and my full 
soul rejoiced in the consolation, thus seasonably afforded 
me. Mr. Neale, supposing his arts had succeede«, 
brought forward proposals in favor of a gentleman, edu- 
cated by his grandfather, who had long loved my Eliza; 
but who, fearful of a rejection, had not disclosed his 
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passion. Coniinon fame soon wafted to my ear the 
report of these new pretensions; the gentleman was, in 
every respect, my superior^ and he was declared a suc- 
cessful rival. I met the object of my soul's affection at 
Mrs. Allen's; I communicated the lacerating intelligence 
I had received; she smiled, tacitly assured me I had not 
much to apprehend, and according to custom, added, Let 
us improve our opportunity in the best possible manner, 
let us devote it to prayer, and to praise. Thus revolved 
days, weeks, and months; hoping, and fearing, joying, 
and sorrowing, while my gentle, my amiable friend^ 
painfully reciprocated every anxiety* It was supposed, 
by her connexions, that she had relinquished her purpose 
in my favor, and a succession of advantageous proposals 
were brought forward, all of which she decisively rejected. 
Once a week, she was permitted to visit, when she never 
forgot to call upon Mrs. Allen. She also allowed me to 
attend her every Sunday morning before day during the 
"winter; and I considered myself supremely happy, in the 
privilege of presenting myself at her dweUing, on those 
holy days, by four o'clock, waiting her appearance; and 
often haye I been eyed with suspicion by the watch, and) 
in fact, i was once taken up. Neither storms nor tem- 
pests arrested my steps; and sometimes I have tarried, 
until the dawning day compelled me to retire, when I 
was obliged to pass on, in melancholy solitude, to the 
tabernacle. Yet, between love and devotion, I was a 
very happy, very disconsolate being.. I richly enjoyed 
the pleasures of anticipation, which are generally believed 
to exceed possession ; yet my own experience is very far 
from acknowledging the justice of this hypothesis* I 
continued in this state more than a year, snatching 
enjoyments when I could, and placing confidence in 
futurity. In the course" of this year, my insidious, al- 
though still professing friend, married a lady of some 
property — ^two thousand pounds sterling; his grandfather 
adding two thousand more, one of which he had designed 
as provision for his grand-daughter; and, strange as it 
may appear, this angel girl uttered not, upon this occasion, 
a single reproach! Irie new alliance strengthened the 
family interest against mej the lady, without knowing 
me, was my inveterate foe. It was about this time dis- 
covered, that the attachment of Eliza remained in full 
force. Her grandfather imagined, that we cherished 
hope of a change in his sentiments, or that we should 
ultimately, at least in the event of his death, come into 
possession of some part of his property; and, that he 



LIFE OF REV, JOHK MURRAY. 9f ' 

might effectually crush every expectation, he do managed, 
as to put his most valuable possessions out of his own pow- 
er. The period at length arrived, which completed the 
minority of my tender friend; it was upon the eighteenth 
day of May, and this day, the elder Mr. Neale, who, as 
has been observed, had still continued my fast friend, 
determined to render a gala, by passing it with me in the 
country. With the early dawn we commenced our little 
excursion, when we beheld, at a distance, a younff lady 
with a small parcel in her hand; we approached her, 
and, to our great astonishment, recognised, in this young 
lady, the sister of my friend, the precious object of my 
most ardent love. Upon that memorable morning she 
had quitted the house of her grandfather, and all she 
possessed, that had been his, leaving upon her writing 
desk a letter, which lay there, until the family, alarmed 
at her not nmking her appearance at the breakfast table, 
entered her apartment, whence the lovely sufferer had so 
recently flown. The letter furnished an explanation; 
it was addressed to her grandfather, and it informed him, 
that the writer would ever acknowl^ge untetumable 
obligations, for the many favors he had conferred upon 
her; that, if she could have been indulged with her wish 
of living with him, she should have been content; but, 
as the solicitations to enter into matrimonial engagements, 
by which she was persecuted, were unceasing, she was 
convinced she should not be allowed to give this testi- 
mony of her filial attachment; and being now of age, she 
begged leave to deliver up the keys, the sums of money, 
with which she had been entrusted, and whatever else 
had pertained to her grandfather; adding an assuraijce, 
that she should no more return. Her brother William 
immediately conducted her to his house, whither I attended 
them, and where, by her positive orders, we were oblig- 
ed to leave her. Agreeably to her request, we proceeded 
on our proposed ws^lk, and we learned on our return, 
that repeated messengers had been dispatched by her 
grandfather, soliciting her again to become an inmate in 
his house, and that the lady of her youngest broth'er had 
l»een commissioned for this purpose; but that every 
entreaty had proved ineffectual. For me, fondly flatter- 
ing myself, that 1 should immediately exchange my vows 
with my i^iable, my afRanced friend, at the altar of our 
God, I "v^as superlatively happy; but again my high 
wrought expectations proved fallacious. This stroQg* 
minded,, woman was a votary of propriety, and she was 
determined it should not appear, that she had quitted Oi 
9 
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parent, for the purpose of throwing herself into the arms 
of a husband. She had bid adieu to the paternal roof, 
because she could not, while there, be allowed the exer- 
cise of her own judgment; because measures were taking 
to compel, her to marry a man, she could never approve. 
Her eldest brother, her beloved William, she was confi- 
dent would patron ^e, and protect her; and her needle 
was a resource, from which she could always derive a 
competency. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Author becomes a happy husband, a happy fa- 
ther. He embraces 'the truth as it is in Jesus,' and 
from this, and other combining causes, he is involved in 
great difficulties. Death deprives him of his wedded 
friend, and of his infant son, and he is overtaken by a se- 
ries of calamities. 

Hail ! wedded love ! connabial friendship; hail ! 
Based on esteem, — ^if love supplies the gale. 
Borne on life's stream we cut our beam^ ^^Yy 
On smooth seas wailed to the realms or day. 

After six tedious months, from the mornmg of my Eliza's 
departure from the mansion of her grandfather, had com- 
pleted their tardy round, yielding to my unremitted im- 
portunities she consented to accompany me to the altar. 
We were attended by William, and his lady, with our 
dear Mrs. Allen; and I received, from the hands of our 
very dear .brother, an inestimable treasure, which consti- 
tuted me in ray own estimation, the happiest of human 
beings. As I had no house prepared, I gratefully accept- 
ed the kindness of this beloved brother, who invited us 
totariy with him, until we could accommodate ourselves; 
and, if I except one unhappy misunderstanding, which 
took place soon after our marriage, no wedded pair were 
ever blessed with more unbroken felicity. The cUsagree- 
ment, to which I advert, would not have continued so 
long, but for the instigations of our brother William, 
who insisted upon my supporting what he called my 
dignity, which, as he said, could only be maintained by 
the submission of my wife. The quarrel, like the quar- 
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rels of moBt married people, originated ia a mere trifle; 
but the question was, who should make the first 
conciliatory advances. For two whole days we did not 
exchange a - single word ! ! William still imposingly 
urging me, never to surrender my prerogative ! At length, 
unable to endure such a state of wretchedness, I told 
William, I would not live another hour in such a situa- 
tion; he only ridiculed me for my folly, and bid me take 
the consequence. I, however, entered the chamber of 
my wife, and, extending my hand, most affectionately said. 
My souPs best treasure, let us no longer continue this 
state of mournful estrangement * for the world I would 
not thus live another day. Why, my love, our sorrows 
will arise from a thousand sources; let us not render 
each Other miserable. The dear girl burst into tears, 
and throwing her faithful arms arpuud me, sobbed upon 
my bosom, with difficulty articulating, * O ! my precious 
friend, you have, as you always wiU have, the superi- 
ority. God for ever bless my faithful, my condescend- 
ing husband.' From this moment we bade adieu to dis- 
sension of every description, successfully cultivatiRg 
that harmony of disposition and augmenting confidence* 
which cannot fail of insuring domestic felicity. We soon 
removed to a house of our own, and there, as I believe, 
enjoyed as mucli of happiness, as ever fell to the lot of 
humanity. Yet, although thus satisfied with each other, 
there were sources of inquietude, which created us some 
distress. I had heard much of Mr. Eellyj he was a 
conscientious, and zealous preacher, in the city of Lon- 
don. He had, through many revolving jrears, continued 
faithful to the ministry conunitted to mm, and he was 
the theme of every religious sect. He appeared, aj9 he 
was represented to me, highly erroneous; and my indig- 
nation against him, as has already been seen, was very 
strong. I had frequently been solicited to hear him^ 
merely that I mi^ht be an ear witness o£ what was term- 
ed his blasphemies; but, I arrogantly said, I would not 
be a murderer of time. Thus I passed on for a number 
of vears, hearing all manner of evil said of Mr. Relly, 
and believing all I heard, while every day augmented 
the inveterate hatred, which I bore the man, and his 
adherents. When a worshippinff brother, or sister^ be* 
longing to the communion, wnich I considered as honor- 
ed by the approbation of Deity was, by this deceiver, 
drawn from the paths df rectitude, the anguish of my 
spirit was indescribable ; and I was ready to say, the 
secular arm ought to 'nte«*pose to prevent the perdition 
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of. souls. I recollect one instance in particular, whicb 
pierced me to the soul. A young lady, of irreproachable life, 
remarkable for piety, and highly respectml by the taber- 
nacle congregation and church, of which I was a de- 
vout member, had been ensnared^ to my ffreat astonish- 
ment, she had been induced to hear, and liaviug heard, 
she had embraced the pernicious errors of this detesta- 
ble babbler; she was become a believer, a firm, and un- 
wavering believer of universal redemption! Horrible f 
most horrible ! So high an opinion was entertained of 
my talents, having myself been a teacher among the 
Methodists, and such was my standing in Mr. White- 
field's church, that I was deemed adequate to reclaiming 
this wanderer, and I was strongly urged to the pursuit. 
The poor deluded young woman was abundantfy wor- 
thy our most arduous efforts. He, that eonverteth ihe 
Htmer fmm the error of his vtay, shatt 9tne a sotUfrom 
death, itjgd $haU hide a muUifude of Hns, Thus I thought, 
thus I. said; and, swelled with a high idea of my own 
importance, I went, accompanied by two or three of my 
Chriktian brethren, to see, to coiiv^ise with, and, if 
iced ^.VSrs, t^ odnKMii»& tto stmi^e, weak, but, as we 
hereto^re believed, meritorious female. Fully persuad- 
ed, that I could easily convince her of her errors, I en- 
tertained no doubt respecting the result of my undertak- 
ing. The youn^ lady received us with much kind- 
ness and condescension, white, as I glanced my eye 
upon her fine countenance, beaming with intelligence, 
iningling pity and oontemi^ grew m my bosom. After 
the first ceremonies, we sat for some time silent; at 
length I drew upa*beavy sigh, and uttered a pathetic 
sentiment, relative to the deplorable condition of those, 
who live, aiMi die in unbelier; and I concluded a violent 
declamation, by pronouncing, with great eofmestnessy, He^ 
that believeth not, shall be damned^ 

* And pray, sir, said the young lady, with great sweejt: 
ness, ' Pray, sir, what is the unbeliever damned for not 
believing?' 

What is he danmed for not believing? Whl^x h6 is 
damned for not believif^, 

< But, my dear sir, she asked what was that, which he 
did not beUeve, for which he was damned?' 

Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, to be sure. 

^ Do you mean to say, that unbelievers are damned, 
foi: not believing there was such a person as Jestis 
Christ?' .» ' 
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No, I do not; a man may believe there was such a per 
son, and yet be damned* 

* What then, sir, must he believe, in order to avoid 
damnation ?' 

Why he must believe that Jesus Christ is a complete 
Saviour. 

' Well, suppose he were to believe, that Jesus Christ 
was the complete Saviour of others, would this belief 
save him?' 

No, he must believe, that Christ Jesus is his complete 
Saviour; every individual must believe for himself, that 
Jesus Christ is his complete Saviour. 

' Why, sir, is Jesus Christ the Saviour of any wnbeUev- 
^«?' 

No, madam. 

' Why, then, should any unbeliever believe, that Jesus 
Christ is his Saviour, if he be not his Saviour!^ 

I say he is not the Saviour of any one, until he be- 
lieves. 

'*rhen, if Jesus be not the Saviour tof the' unbeliever, 
until he believes, the unbeliever is called upon to believe 
a lie. . It appears to me, sir, that Jesus is the complete 
S&viour of unbelievers j and that unbelievers are called 
upon to believe the truth; and that, by believing they are 
saved, in their own apprehension, saved fromallthose dread- 
Jill fears, which are consequent upon a state of conscious 
condemnation.' 

No, madam; you are dreadfully, I trust not fatally, 
misled. Jesusnever was, nor never will be, the Saviour 
of any unbeliever. 

' Do you think Jesus is your Saviour, sir.^' 

I hope he is. 

* Were you always a believer, sir ?' 
No, madam. 

* Then you were once an unbeliever; that is, you once 
believed, that Jesus Christ was not your Saviour. Now, 
as you say, he »ever was, nor never will be, the^ Saviour 
of any unbeliever; as you were' once an unbeliever, he 
never can be your Saviour.' 

He never was my Saviour till I believed.N * 

' Did he never die for you, till you believed, eirV 

Here I was extremely embarrassed, and most devoutly 

wished myself out of her habitation; I sighed bitterly, 

expressed deep commisei*ation. for those souls, who had 

nothing but head-knowledge; drew out my watch, dis- 

9* 



l$% LIFE OF JL£V. JOUS Mt'&RAT^ 

cwered it wa$ late; and, recollecting an engagement^ o^f 
served it was time to take leave.* 

I was extremely mortified : the young lady observed my 
confusion, but was too generous to pursue Hct triumph. 
I arose to depart; the company .arose; she urged us to 
tarry; addre^ed each of us in the language of kindness. 
Her countenance seemed to wear a resemblance of the 
heaven which she contemplated; it was stamped by benig- 
nity; and when we bade her adieu, she enriched us by her 
good wishes. 

I suspected that my religious brethren saw she had the 
advantage of me: and Ifeli^ that her remarks were in- 
deed unanswerable. My pride was hurt, and I determin- 
ed to ascertain the exact sentiments of my associates, re- 
specting this interview. Poor soul, said I, she is far gouQ. 
in error. True, said they; but she is, notwithstanding, a 
very sensible woman. Ay, ay, thought I, they have as- 
suredly discovered, that she has proved too might}' for 
me. X es, said I, she has a great deal of head knowledge; 
but yet she mav be a lost, damned soul. I hope not, re- 
turned one oi my friends; she is a xery good young 
woman. I saw, and it was with extreme chagrin, that 
the result of this visit had depreciated me in the opinion of 
my companions. But I could only censure and condemn, ♦ 
solemnly observing, — It was better not to converse with 
^y of those apostates, and it would be judicious never 
to associate with them upon any occasion. From this 
period, I myself carefully avoided every Universalist, 
and most cordially did I hate them. My ear was open 
to the public calumniator, to the secret whisperer, and I 
yielded credence to every scandalous report, however, 
improbable. My informers were good people; I had no ' 
doubt of their Veracity; -and I believed it would be diffi- 
cult to paint Relly, and his connexions, in colors too 
black. How- severely has the law of retaliation been 
since exercised in the stabs, which have been aimed at 
my own reputation ! Relly was described, as a man black 
with crimes : an atrocious offender, both in principle and 
practice. He had, it was said) scbubed and deserted an 

* More than half a century has elapsed since the conversation 
here related took place, and there nas been much controversy 
Qpon the subject; yet it has not come to our knowledge that the 
opposers of iJniversalism have discovered any better way of an- 
swering the inquiry of the young convert than that adopted, at 
that time^ by our autho^' What is that truth the unbelieKf of 
which makes God a liar# It is, that he is the Saviour of all man- 
kind. - ^. 
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ible wife; and, it was added, that he retained in bis 
e an abandoned woman; and that he not only thus 
uctcd himself, but,^ publicly, and most nefariously, 
ht his hearers to tlare the laws of their country, and 
- God. Hence, saiteiy informers, the dissipated and 
incipled, of every ^[ss, flock to his church; his ^con- 
ation is astonishingly large, the carriage of the great 
c up the street, in which his meeting-house stands, 
he IS the idol of the voluptuous of every description, 
his, and much more was said, industriously propaga* 
and credited in every religious circle, Denomina- 
;, at variance with each other, most cordially agreed in 
thinking, and thus i^eaking of Kelly, of his preach- 
and of his practice. I con^ss I felt a strong inclina- 
to see, and hear this monster, once at least; but the 
Xrs2 dreadful ! I could not gather courage to hazasd 
iteadfastness of .my faith; and for many years I per- 
red in my resolution, on no consideration to contam- 
j my ear by the sound of his voice. At length, how 
, I was prevailed upon to enter his church; but I 
3ted the sight of him; and my mind, prejudiced by 
-eports, to which I had listened respecting him, was 
completely filled with a recollection of his fancied 
cities, to permit a candid attention to his subject, or 
node of investigation. I wondered lyuch at his im- 
ince, in daring to speak in the name of €ftid; ttnd I 
issured, that he was treasuring up unto himself wrath 
nst the day of wrath. I looked upon his deluded au- 
ce with alternate pity and contempt, and I thanked 
, that I was not one of them. I rejoiced, when I es- 
id from the house, and, as I passed home, I exclaim- 
ilmost audibly : Why, O my God, was I not left in 
deplorable, damnable state .^giv^n up, like this poor 
»rtunate people, to believe a Ife, to the utter perver- 
of my soul? But I was thus furnished with another 
►f of my election, in consequence of my not being de- 
ed by this detestable deceiver; and, of course, my 
lolation was great. 

bout this time, there was a religious society establish- 
1 Cannon-street, in an independent meeting-house, 
:he purpose of elucidating difficult passages of-scrip- 
. This society chose for their presidenrt a Mr. Mason, 
•j although not a clerical gentleman, was neverthe- 
, of high standing in the religious world: freqneiit^^ 
Ettions were made to him, in the character of a jfcjrsi- 
rto tiie sinking, sorrowing, sinnilek soul. . ffis ifinire 
eominanding, and well calculated to "fill the mhws'df 
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yQung converts with religious awe. When this compatN 
of serious inquirers were assembled, the president ad- 
dressed the throne of grace, in a solemn and appropriate 
prayer, and the subject for the evening* was next pro- 
posed. Every member of the,m;iety was indulged with 
the privilege of expressing his f^timents, for the space 
of five minutes; a glass was upon the table, which ran 
accurately the given term. Tlie president held in his 
hand a small ivory hammer: when the speaker's time 
had expired, he had a right to give him notice by a stroke 
on the table, round which the members were seated. 
But, if he ajiproved of what was delivered, it was option- 
al with him to extend the limits of his term. When the 
question had gone /ound the table^ the president summed 
up the evidences, ^ave his own judgment, and, having 
proposed the question for the next evening, concluded 
with prayer. 

Upon this society I was a constant attendant, and I 
was frequently gratified by the indulgence of the presi- 
dent and the implied approbation of the society. It was 
on the close of one of those evenings, which were to me 
very precious opportunities, that the president took ine 
by the hand, and requested me to accompany him in^o 
the vestry, ' Sit down, my good sir: you cannot but have 
seen, that I have long distinguished you in this society; 
that I have been pleased with your observations; and I 
have given indisputable evidence, that both my reason 
and n^y judgment, approved your remarks.' I bowed 
respectfully, and endeavored to express my gratitude, iu 
a manner becoming an occasion so truly flattering. 




^atOj 

phlet I have written against Relly's Union. I have long 
wondered, that some able servant of our Master has not 
taken up this subject. But, as my superiors are silent, I 
have been urged by a sense of duty to make a stand, and 
I have done all in my power to prevent the pernicious 
tendency of this soul-destroying book.' 

Although, at this period, I had never seen Relly's 
Union, yet my heart rejoiced, that Mason, this great and 
ffood man, had undertaken to write against it, and, from 
tne abundance of my heart, my mouth overflowed with 
thankfulness. 

' All that I request of you, said Mr. Mason, ' is to take 
this manuscript home with you, and keep it till our liext 
meeting. Meet me in this vestry, a little before the usu- 
al time. Read It, I entreat you, carefully, and favor me 
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vith your unbiassed sentiments.' I was elated by the 
lionor done me and I evinced much ' astonishment at the 
iM>nfidence reposed in me. But he was pleased to ex- 
press a high opinion of my judgment, abilities, and good- 
ness of heart, and he begged teave to avail, himself of 
those qualities, with which hif fancy had invested me. 

I took the manuscript home, perused it carefully, and 
with much pleasure, until I came to a passage at which 
I was constrained to pause, foinfidly to pause, Mr. Rel- 
ly has said, speaking of the record, which God gave of 
his Son: This life ts in his Son, and he, that oelieveth 
not this record, maketh God a Uar; from whence, infer- 
red Mr. Relly, it is plain, that God hath given this eter- 
nal life in the Son to %mhelievers, as fully as to believers, 
else the vmheliever could not, by his unbelief make God a. 
Her, This, said Mr. Mason, punning upon the author^s 
name, is just as clear^^ as that this writer is an Irish 
Bishop, 1 was grieved to observe, that Mr. Mason could 
say no more upon a subject so momentous; nor could I 
forbear allowing more, than I wished to allow, to the 
reasoning of Mr. Relly. Most devoutly did I lament, 
that the advantage in argument did not rest ^vidi my ad< 
mired friend. Mason; and I was especially desirous that 
this last argument should hare been completely confuted. 
I weis positive, that God never gtwe eternal life to any 
unbeliever; and yet I was perplexed to decide how, if 
God had not given life to unbelievers, they -could 
possibly mtdce God a Har, by believing that Tie had not. 
My mind was incessantly exercised, and greatly embar- 
rassed upon this question. What is it to make any one 
a liar, but to deny the truth of what he has said? But, 
if God had no where said, he had given life to unbelievers 
how could the unbeliever mhhe Qod a Har? The stronger 
this argumeut seemed in favor of the grace and love of 
God, the more distressed and unhappy I became; and 
most earnestly did I wish, that Mr. Mason's pamphlet 
might contain something that was more rational, more 
scnptural, than a mere pun; theit he misht be able to ad^. 
duce proof positive, that the gift of God, which is eyeih 
lasting life, was never given to any bvi believers, I was 
indisputably assured, that I myself was a believer; and * 
right precious did I hold my exclusive property in the Soq 
of God. 

At the appointed time, I met Mr, Mason in the vestry 
' Well, sir, I presume you have read my manuscript?' I 
have, sir, and I have read it repeatedly. * Well, sir, speaH 
freely, is there any thing in the mftTJUScript which you 
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dislike?' Why, sir, ^aa you are so good as to indulge me 
with the liberty of speaking, I will venture to point ^out 
one passage, which appears to me not sufficiently clear. 
Pardon me, sir, but surely argument, especially upon re- 
Ufiious stAjects, UpreferaJble to ridicuie, to punning iipon 
iSe name of an author, < And where, pray, is the objec- 
tionable paragraph, to which you advert?' I pointed it 
out; but, on looking in his face, I observed his counte- 
nance fallen; it was no longer toward me. Mr. Mason 
questioned my judgment, and never afterward honored me 
by his attention. However, I still believed Mason r^ht, 
and Helly wrong j for if Relly was ri^ht, the conclusion 
was unavoidable, oilmen must finally be saved. But this 
was out of the question, utterly impossible ^i^all religiouB 
denoocinations agreed to condemn this heresy, to consid- 
er it as a damnable doctrine, and what every religious de- 
nomination united to condemn, must be false.* 

Thus, although I lost the favor of Mr. Mason, and 
be published his pamphlet precisely as it stood, when 
submitted to my perusal, yet my reverential regard for him 
was not diminished. I wished, most cordially wished suc^ 
cess to his book* ^^d d<79tru«Uun lo xne autnor agamsi 
whom it was written. 

In this manner, some months rolled over my head, 
when, accompanying my wife on a visit to her aunt, after 
the usual ceremonies, 1 repaired, according to custom, 
to the book-case, and turning over many bpoks and 
pamphlets, I at length opened one, that had been robbed 
of its title page; but in running it over, I came to the 
very argument, which had excited so much anxiety 'in 
~my bosom. It was the first moment I had ever seen 
a line of Mr. Relly's writing, except in Mr. Mason'^ 

gamphlet. I was much astonished, and turning to Mrs. 
lurray, 4 informed her, I held Mr. Relly's Union in 
my hand. I asked our uncle, if I might put it in my 
pocket? 'Surely,' said he, 'and keep it th^re, if you 
please, I never read books of divinity; I know not what 
the pampMet is, nor do I wish to know.' As I put it 
into my pocket, my mind became alarmed, and perturb- 
ed. It was dangerous, it was tampering with poison; 
it was like taking fire into my bosom; I had better 
throw it into the flames, or restore it to the booknsase; 

*In the state of Mr. Murray's mind at that time, we have a lively 
representation of what is true of thousands who would pass for sin- 
cere inquirers after truth. We cannot withhold the following eenti- 
ment : ' Truth is no less true on account of the weakness offts vota- 
ries ; nor can error be 'made truth by the approbation of misffuided 
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such was the conflict in my bosom. However in the 
fall assurance, that the elect were safe i and that, although 
they took any deadly thing, it sliovld not hurt them, I 
decided to read the Union ; and having thus made up my 
mind, experienced a degree of impatience, until I reach- 
ed home, when, addressing the dear companion of niy 
youth, I said, I have, my deai*, judged, and condemned, 
before I h^ave heard; but I have now an opportunity given 
me for deliberate investigation. * But,' returned Mrs. 
Murray, ' are we sufficient of ourselves?' No, my love, 
certainly we are not; but God, all gracious, hath said. 
If any lack wisdom, let them ask of Crod, who giveth lib- 
erally and upbraideth not. My heart is exercised by 
fearuil apprehensions; this moment I dread to read, the 
uext Ijam anxious to hear what the author can say. We 
will, therefore, lay this book before our Grod, There 
is, my love, a God, who is not far from every one of 
us: we are directed to make our requests known unto 
Him for all things, by supplication and pkayer. God 
hath never yet said to any. Seek ye my face, in vain; 
we will then pray for his direction and counsel; and we 
may rest in the assurance of obtaining both. Accord- 
ingly, we entered our closet, and both of us, for we were 
both equally interested, prostrated ourselves before 
God, with piayers and tears, beseeching Him, the God 
of mercy, to look with pity on us; we were on the point 
of attending to doctrines of which we were not, we 
could not be judges, and we earnestly supplicated Him 
to lead us into all truth. If the volume before us con- 
tained truth, we entreated Him to show it to us, and to 
increase our faith; if en the other hand, it contained 
falsehood, we beseeched- God to make it manifest, that 
we might not be deceived. No poor criminal ever prayed 
for life, when under sentence of death, with greater 
fervor of devotion, than did ray laboring soul up^|;his 
occasion supplicate for the light of life to dir^fe" my 
erring steps. After thus weeping, and thus supplic4^g,. 
we opened the bible, and began to read this book, loot 
ing into the bible for the passages, to which the writ« 
referred. We were astonished and delighted at the beauty 
of the scriptures, thus exhibited: it seemed, as if every 
sentence was an apple of gold in a picture of silver; and 
still, as we proceeded, the wonder was, that so much di- 
vine truth should be spoken by so heinous a transgressor; 
and this consideration seemed suggested, as a reason 
why I should not continue reading. Can any thing good 
proceed from such a character? Would not truth have 
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been revealed to men, eminent for virtue? How is it 
poenble discoveries, so important, should never, untU 
now, have been made, and now only by this man? Yet 
I considered, God^s ways were in the great deep; he 
would send, by whom he would send; choosing the weak 
and base things to confound the mighty and the strong, 
that no flesh should glory in his presence. And, as my 
lovely wife justly ol»erved, I was not sure, all I heaid 
of Mr, Relly was true; that our Saviour had said to 
his disciples. They shall say all manner of evil of you 
falsely; and the present instance may be a case in point. 
'You have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Relly,' 
said she: 'nor do you know, that any of those, from 
whom you have received his character; are better in- 
formed than yourself. I think it doth not become us to 
speak or believe evil of any man, without the strongest 
possible proofs All this was rational; I felt its full 
force, and blushed for my own credulity. I proceeded 
to read. The Union introduced me to many passages of 
scripture, which had before escaped my observation. 
A student, as I had been of the scriptures, from the first 
dawn of my reason, I could not but wonder at myself; 
I turned to Mr. Mason's book, and I discovered want of 
candor, and a kind of duplicity, which had not before 
met my view, and which perhaps would never have 
caught my attention had I not read the Union. I saw 
the grand object untouched, while Relly had clearly 
pointed out the doctrines of the gospel. Yet there were 
many passages, that I could not understand, and I felt 
myself distressingly embarrassed. One moment I wish- 
ed from my soul, I had never seen the Union; and the 
next my heart was enlarged, and lifted up by considera- 
tions, which swelled my bosom to ecstasy. This was 
the situation of my mind, during many.succeeding months, 
and a large proportion of my time was passed in reading, 
and strfdying the scriptures, and in prayer. My nnder- 
stanll^g was pressing en to new attainments, and the 
prospect brightened before me. I was greatly attached 
t(f my minister, Mr. HitchinsL he was eminent in his 
line, and a most pleasing preacher. Mrs. Murray was 
in the. habit of taking down his sermons in short hand. 
We were delighted with the man, and accustomed to 
consider him a genuine gospel preacher. It happened, 
that Mr. Hitchins took a journey into the country, and 
was absent on the sabbath day. Come, my dear, said 
I, our minister is out of town, let us avail ourselves of 
the <^portunity, and hear the writer of the Union; thi»isa 
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privilege^ which few, who read books, can have; as au- 
thors are generally numbered with the dead, before their 
labors are submitted to the public eye.' Her consent 
was yielded to my solicitations; but we were terrified, as 
we passed along, in the fear of meeting some of our 
religious brethren; happily, however, we reached the 
meeting-house, without encountering any one, to whom 
we were known. 

Mr. Relly had changed his place of worship, and we 
were astonished to observe a striking proof of the false- 
hood of those reports, which had reached us; no coaches 
thronged the street, nor surrounded the door of this meet- 
ing-house; there was no vestige of graiideur, either 
within or without. The house had formerly been occu- 
pied by Quakers; their were no seats, save a few benches; 
Rud the pulpit was framed of a few rough boards, over 
which no plane had ever passed. The audience corres- 
ponded with the house, they did not appear very reli- 
gious; that is, they were not melancholy; and I therefore 
suspected they had not much piety^ I attended to every 
thing; the hymn was good, the prayer excellent, and I 
was astonished to witness, in so bad a man, so much 
apparent devotion; for still, I must confess, the pre- 
judices, I had received from nay religious friends, were 
prevalent in my mind. Mr. Kelly gave out his text. 
' Either make the tree good, und its fruit good, or the tree 
eoii'upt, and itsjruit corrupt; for every tree is Icnoton by 
its fruit; a good ttee cannot bring forth conypt fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.' I was 
immoasurably surprised. What, thought I, has this man 
to do with a passage, so calculated to condemn himself? 
But, as he proceeded, every faculty of my soul was pow- 
erfully seized and captivated, and I was perfectly amazed, 
while he explained who we were to understand by the 
good and who by the bad trees. He proved, beyond con- 
tradiction, that a good tree could not bring forth any 
corrupt fruit, but there was no man, who lived and sin- 
ned not; all mankind had corrupted themselves, there 
were none therefore good; no, not one, • . 

No mere man, since the fall, has been able to keep 
the commandments of God; but daily doth break them, in 
thought, in word and in deed. There was, howevw, 
one good tree, JESUS; He indeed stands, as the apple- 
tree, among the trees of the wood; He is that good tree 
which cannot bring forth corrupt fruit-, under His shadow 
the believer repo^h; the fruit of this tree is sweet to his 
taste; and the matter of his- theme constantly is * Whom 
10 
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have I in heaven, but thee, and there is none upon earthf 
that I desire, bende thee,' I was constrained to believe, 
that I bad never, until tbis moment, beard the Redeem- 
er preached; and, as I said, I. attended with my whole 
soul. I was humbled, I was confounded; I saw clearly, 
that I had been all my life expecting good fruit . from 
eormpt trees, graves on thorns, and figs on thistles. I 
suspected myself ; 1 had lost my standing; I was unsettled, 
perturbed, and wretched. A few inmviduals, whom I 
had ](nown at Mr. Whiteiield's tabernacle, were among 
Mr. Relly's audience, and I heard them say, as they 
passed out of the aisle of the church, I w >nder how the 
rharisees would like our preacher? I wished to hear 
Mrs. Murray speak upon tne subject; but we passed on 
wrapped in contemplation. At length I broke silence: 
"Well, my dear, what are your sentiments? * Nay, my 
dear, what is yowr opinion ?' I never heard truth, un-^ 
adulterated truth, before; so sure as there is a God in 
heaven, if the scriptures be the word of God, -the testi- 
mony this day deli|gBfred, is the truth of God. It is the 
first consistent sermon I have ever heard. I reached 
home fbll of this sermon; took up the Union, read it 
with new pleasure; attended again and again, upon Mr. 
Relly, and was more and more astonished. Mr. Hitch- 
ins returned home, but, as I conceived, very much chang- 
ed, more inconsistent than ever. ' No, my dear,' said 
my wife, ' it is you, who are changed; he preaches, as 1 
can prove by my notes, precisely the, same; y*ct it is truly 
surprising, that his multiplied contradictions have, until 
now, passed without our observation.' Well, said I, 
what are we to do? Can we, in future bear such in- 
consistenclQs, now that we are better informed? Suppose 
we keep our seats as usual; attendii^, however, one 
half of every Sabbath, to the preadhfiHF of Christ Jesusl 
On this we immediately determined, and, by this expe- 
dient, wo imagined we might li^' gratified by hearing 
the truth, without running the risk of losing our repu- 
tation; £i^. we well knew, that as professed adherents 
of Mr. Relly, we could no longer preserve that spotless 
fame we delighted-$o cherish' 

I now commenced the reading of the Scriptures, with 
augmented diligence. The Bible was indeed a new book 
to me; the veil was takenTrom my heart, and the word 
of my God became right precious to my soul. Many 
scriptures, that I had not before known, »)rcibly pressed 
upon my observation; and many, thi^ until now, I had 
not suffered myself to believe. Still the doctrine of elee- 
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distressed me; unfortunately, I had connected this 
rine of election with the doctrine oi final reprobation; 
considering, that, although the first was indubitably 
ripture doctrine, the last was not, to be found in, nqr 
d be supported by revelation,* I determined to call 
a, and converse with Mr. Hitchins, on this important 
ect. I found him in his study, encompassed about 
I the writings of ^reat men. I wait upon you, sir, for 

purpose ot obtaining help. Th& Arminians show 
many scriptures, which proclaim the universality of 
Atonement. I cannot answer them. What my dear 
shall I do? ^ Why, sir, the doctrines of election, and 
'obation, are doctrines we are bound to believe, as 
;les of our faith^ but I can say, with the Rev. Mr. 
vey, I never wish to think of them, except upon my 
es. I never heard any one undertake 4x> explain them, 
» did not still further embarrass the subject. One oo- 
'ation is, however, conclusive, and it never fails ef- 
u ally to* silence the Arminiani That if, as they al- 
i, Christ died for all men, then assuredly all men must 
awed; for no one can be eternally lost, for whom the 
leemer shed his precious blood; such an event b im* 
dble. Now, as the Arminians will not admit a pos- 
lity, that all will finally be saved, they are thus easily 
founded/ This, I thought, was very good; it was 
T, as any testimony in divine revelation, that. Christ 
ju, died for all, for the sins of the whole world, for 
ry man, &c.; and even Mr. Hitchens had declared, 
; epmj one^ for whom Christ died must fiutUy be' 
id. This I took home with me to my wife : she saw 

truth, that we were so well prepared to embrace, 
lifested even by the testimony of its en^m^es^ and we 
e inexpressibly anxious to hear, and to understand. 

now attended public worship, not only as a duty, 
ceiving that w^ thus Increased a fund of nghteousness* 
n which we were to draw in every exigence, but it 
ime Qurplfiosuret our consolation, and our highest en- 
ment. We began to feed upon the truth as it is in^ 
if, and every discovery we made filled us with unut- 
ble transport^ I regarded my friends with increasing 
ction, ana I conceived, if I had an opportunity of eon- 
ting with the whole world, the whole world would be 

\t was quite natural for Mr. Murray, impressed as his mind was 
the sentiments of Mr. Whitefield, to embrace the doctrine of 
tion, as here given. Universalists generally would, perhaps 
dissent from his peculiar views of the subject. Our own senti- 
\js arf vsW «xprej»ed in Eph, i, 1—10. E»/* 
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9wminced. It might truly have been said, that we had a 
taste of heaven below. 

It was soon whispered in the tabernacle, that I had fre- 
quently been seen going to, and cominff from Kelly's 
meeting ! This alarmed many, and one dear friend con- 
versed with me in private upon the subject, heard what, 
from the al|undance of my heart, my mouth was con- 
•tra^ied to utter, wniled, pitied me, and begged I wouM 
not be too communicative, lest the business should be 
brought before the society, and excommunication might 
follow. I thanked him for his cautiou; but as 1 had con- 
versed only with him, I had hazarded nothing. In a Rhort 
time 1 was cited to appear before the society, worshipping 
in Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle; I obeyed the summons, 
and found myself in the midst of a very gloomy compa- 
ny, all seemingly in great distress; they sighed very bit- 
terly, and at last gave me to understand, that they had 
heard, I had become an attendant upon that monster, 
ReUy, and they wished to know if their information was 
correct. I requested I might be told, from whom they 
had their intelligence? and they were evidently embar- 
rassed by my question. Still, however, I insisted upon 
being confronted with ray accuser,^ and they at length ' 
consented to summon him; but I was nearly petrified, 
when I learned it was the identical friend, \Wio had pri- 
vately conversed with me, and who had privately caution- 
ed me, that had lodged the information against me * Up- 
on this friend I had called, in my way to the tabernacle, 
confiding to him my situation; h^ »nid, he had feared the 
event; he pitied me, and prayed with me. But he did not 
calculate upon being confronted with liie, and his confu- 
sion was too great to suffer his attendance. It was then 
referred to me : ^ Was it a fact, had I attended upon 
Relly?' I had. * Did I believe what I heard.?' I an- 
swered, that I did — and my trial commenced. They 
could not prove, I had violated those articles, to which I 
had subscribed. I had, in no point of view, infringed 
the contract, by which I was bound. But they appro* 
bended, if I coi|tfaiued to approbate Relly, by my occa- 
sional attendance on his ministry, my example would be- 
come contagious; except, therefore, I would give them 
my word, that I would wholly abandon this pernicious 
practice, they must, however unwillingly, pronounce up- 
on me the sentence of excommunication. I refused to 
bind myself by any promise; 1 assured them, I would con- 
tinue to hear, and to judge for myself; and that I held it^ 
pay duty, to receive the truth of God wherever it might 
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he manifested^ < But Reliy holds the truth in unright- 
eousness.' I have nothing to do with his unrighteouB 
ness; my own conduct is not more reprehensible, than 
heretofore. They granted this; but the force of exam- 
ple was frequently irresistible, and, if I were permitted to 
follow uncensured, my own incUnation, othera might 
claim the same indulgence, to the utter perversion of their 
souls. It was then conceded in n^y favor, that, if I would 
confine my sentiments to my own bosc^n^ they would 
continue me a member of their communion^ I refused to 
accede to this proposal. I would not be und^r an obli- 
gation to remain silent. I must, so ol\en as opportunity 
might present, consider myself as called upon to advocate 
truth. The question was then put'^Shouid I be con- 
sidered a member of the society upon my own terms? 
4.nd it was lost by only three voices^ 

It was one in the morning, when I returned home to 
my poor disconsolate wife, who, was waiting forme*; and 
when I entered her apartment, my spirits were so sunk, 
that, throwing myself into a chair, I burst into tears. 
But the sweet soother of my every woe, hastened to com- 
municate that consolation, she w s so eminently qualifr' 
ed to bestow. ' Now,' said she, * for the firsi time^ you 
know what it is to suffer for Christ's sake; and you must 
arm yourself with fortitude to bear^ what the adherents 
of MV. Ilelly must always bear. Let us offer up jiraise 
and thanksgiving, that it is no 'worse. Fear not those^ 
who can orUy kill the body; these, however, have not power 
to kill the body; it is 'true they can do more; they can 
murder our good name, which is rather to be chosen than 
life itself. But let us not fear; our God will be with us, 
He will preserve, and protect us.' Our hearts, however, 
were very full, and with great devotion we wept and 
prayed together. 

About this time, the grandfather of my Eliza sent for 

her to visit him at his country seat, ten miles from L<in- 

don; this was highly gratifying, and abundantly more so, 

as I also was included in the invitation. After seeing 

and conversing with me, he sincerely lamented, that he 

had been so far duped by the artful, and designing, as to 

put the disposition of the greater part of his property at 

his decease entirely out of his own power; but wh^t he 

could do, he most cheerfully did. Yet even here we 

were pursued by disappointment. He requested me to 

procure him a capable, sober domestic; and I enjg^aged 

a woman, who, as 1 believed, answered his desevipti^n; 

but, proving an artful hussey, she gradually obtainedV 

*^ 10* 
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over the mind of the old gentleman, an astonishing in- 
fluence, that resulted in a marriage, which effectually pre- 
vented his family connexions from ever again visiting 
him! Thus were our new-bom expectations, from a 
reconciled parent, levelled with the dust. A series of 
Calamities succeeded; those whom I had esteemed my 
best, and dearest friends, proved my most inveterate foes, 
and, finding it impossible to reclaim -us, from what they 
conceived paths of error, persecuted us with unceasing 
virulence. Presents, bestowed in the day of confidence, 
as tokens of affection, were claimed as legal debts; and 
as the law does not allow presents, I was arrested for the 
amount, betrayed, by my religious friends, into the hands 
of bailiffs, at a time when, had the promised lenity been 
exercised, I could have paid to the utmost farthing. 
Thus heaven thought proper to keep us low; but our 
faith increased, and we cherished that hope, which 
maketh not ashameck and, even while struggling with 
difficulties, we enjoyed a heaven upon earth. Gradually 
I surmounted the greater part of my difficulties. At the 
house of our brother William, I had an interview with 
our once obdurate you iger brother; he seemed penetratr 
ed with sorrow for our long-continued estrangement; 
he hung upon my neck, wept bitterly, and expressed a 
fear, that I could never forgive him. I also shed many 
tears, and extending to hini the hand of amity, clasped him 
to my bosom, withi a most cordial embrace. This was a 
most pleasant circumstance to my beloved Eliza; all now 
seemed delightful. We had a sweet little retirement in 
a rural part of the city; we wanted but little, and our 
wants were "^all supplied; and perhaps we enjoyed as 
much, as human nature can enjoy. One dear pledge of 
love, a son, whom my Wife regardvjd as the image of his 
father, completed our felicity. But, alas ! this boy was 
lent us no more than one short year! He expired in the 
arms of his agonized mother, whose health, from that 
fatal moment, be^an to. decline. I was beyond expression 
terrified. Physicians recommended the country; but my 
business confined me in London, and my circumstances 
would not adndt of my renting two houses. I took lodg- 
ings at a small distance from town, returning myself 
every day to London. The disorder advanced with ter- 
rific strides; my soul was tortured; every time I ap- 
proached her chamber, even the siffh, which proclaimed 
she still lived, administered a melancholy relief. This 
was indeed a time of sorrow and distress, beyond what I 
had ever before known; I have been astonished hovv I 
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existed through such scenes. Surely, in every time of 
trouble, G od is a very present help. I was obliged to re- 
move the dear creature, during her reduced situation, 
the house in which I had taken lodgings being sold; but 
I obtained for her a situation about four miles from town. 
The scenes around her new lodging? were charming : she 
seemed pleased, and I was delighted. For a few days 
we believed her better, and again I experienced all the 
rapture of hope. My difficulties, however, were many; 
I was necessitated to pass my days in London; could I 
have continued with her, it would have been some relief. 
But as my physician gave me no hope, when I parted 
from her in the morning, I was frequently terrified in the 
dread of meeting death on my return. Often, for my 
sake, did the sweet angel struggle to appear relieved, but, 
alas ! I could discern it was a struggle, and my anguish 
became still more poignant. To add to my distresses, 
poverty came in like a flood. I had my house in toVn, 
a servant there; the doctor, the apothecary, the nurse, the 
lodgings ill the country; every thing to provide; daily 

fassinff, and repassing. Truly my heart was very swe. 
was friendless. My religious friends had, on my hear- 
ing and advocating the doctrines, preached by all God's 
holy prophets ever since the world began, become my 
most inveterate foes. Our grandfather was under the do- 
minion of the woman I had introduced to him, who 
had barred his doors against us; the heart of our 
younffer brother was again closed, and, as if angry 
with himself for the concessions he had made, was more 
than ever estranged; and even our elder brother, who in 
every situation had for a long season evinced himself my 
faithful friend, had forsaken us ! I had, most indiscreetly, 
ventured to point out some errors in the domestic ar- 
rangements of his wife, which I believed would eventuate 
in his ruin, and he so far resented this freedom, as to 
abandon all intercourse with me. Among Mr. Relly's 
acquaintance, I had no intimates, indeed hardly an ac- 
quaintance; I had suffered so much from religious con- 
nexions, that I had determined, as much as possible, to 
stand aloof, during the residue of my journey through life. 
Thus was I circumstanced, when the fell destroyer of my 
peace aimed his most deadly shafts at the bosom of a be- 
ing, far dearer to me than my existence. My credit fail- 
ing, my wants multiplying, blessed be God, my Eliza was 
ignorant of the extent of my sufferings: she would have 
surrendered up her life, even if she nad feared death, 
rather than have permitted an application to either of her 
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brothers; yet was I, by the extremity of my distress, pre- 
cipitated upon a step so humiliating. Stopping at a 
coffee-house near our brother William's, 1 penned a hur^ 
ried line, requesting he would give me an immediate 
meeting; and sending it by a porter, I waited, in agony 
indescribable, its efl^ct. Almost instantaneously he ca- 
tered the cofiee'house, and, without uttering a word, took 
a seat; nor was I for some moments able to articulate. 
My soul was tortured; he saw it, and could not avoid 
feeling. At length he questioned, ' Pray what is the mat- 
ter ?' Your sister is very near her end, and, were we both 
so, it would be to me cause of exultation, and you would 
have been spared this trouble. My application to you 
will be a sumcient explanation of my circumstances; and 
should ^ou think proper to call upon a once dear, now 
dying sister, I have to request you would not notice my 
having sought tliis interview, it would embitter the last 
moments of her life. He was amazingly shocked, yet, 
as this was the first syllable he had heard of her indispo- 
sition, he flattered himself my fears had magnified the 
danger; but he assured me, he would see her without de- 
lay. I however desired he would grant me time to pre- 
pare her for his visit; it must, said I, appear entirely 
accidental, and I hastened to our lodgings. I met your 
brother William, rjiy love, who having heafd you are in- 
disposed, kindly inquired after you; I think he means to 
visit you. * If, my precious friend, you have not de- 
scended so low, as to ask any favor of him, I shall be 
glad to see him.' I will not, my love, do any thing, 
which I ought not to do. I sat down by her bedside. 
That face upon which strangers had gazed .enraptured, 
was now the seat of death's wan harbinger and her strug- 
gles to conceal her sufferings were but too visible. Quit- 
ting the room, I inquired of the nurse, how she had been 
during nay absence.? She told me, she had endured 
much pain, was very anxious for my return, and express- 
ed a fear, that she should never asain behold me. I was 
summcmed bv the mistress of the house, who was so 
charmed by the deportment of my Eliza, and had con- 
ceived so great an affection for her, as to find it difficult 
to quit her apartment. But my suffering friend, taking 
my hand, and drawing me near her, whispered a wish, 
that we mi^ht be alone; I gave the good lady a hint, who 
instantly withdrew. I kneeled by her bedside : she drew 
me closer to her, and throwing her feeble, her emaciated 
arms around my neck she gave me an ardent embrace; I 
was unutterably affected.' ' Be composed my dear,' said 
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she, * and let these precious moments be as calm as possi- 
ble; wc may not be allowed another opportunity. Dear 
faithful friend, in life, — in death, dearer to me than my own 
soul, — God reward you for all the kind care you have 
tcdceu of me. O ! may my heavenly Father provide some 
one to supply my place, who may reciprocate the kind- 
ness you have shown me. Pray be composed; remember 
we are not at home; that we shalf shortly meet in our 
Father's house '—here she paused — and again resuming 
— ' Our parting, when compared with eternity, will be 
but for a momentr What though we have not continued 
together so long as we fondly expected, yet, my love, we 
have had an age of happiness. It is you, my precious 
husband, who are the object of pity. God all gracious 
console, and support you. Be qf good cheer, iny love, 
we shall meet in the kingdom of the Redeemer — indeed, 
iiideed we shall.' Again, she threw her dying arms 
around me; her soul seemed struggling with the ma^i- 
tude of her emotions. For me, I could not have articu- 
lated a syllable for the world. It is astonishing I did not 
expire; but there is a time to die. Again, like the 
wasting taper, she seemed to revive. Again with uncom- 
mon energy, she pronounced, upon her almost frenzied 
husband, the most solemn benedietion; this brought on a 
cough, she pointed to a phial upon her dressing table. I 
gave her a few drops. ' There, my best friend, I am 
better — ^be composed my faithful, my suffering guide, pro- 
tector, husband. Oh! trust in the Lord: let us, my love, 
stay upon the God of our salvation; He will never leave 
us; He will never forsake us' — then srasping my hand, 
she continued: ' These moments, my dear are very pre- 
cious; we have had many precious moments; you will 
not go out again, I shall not again lose sight of you. 
You will abide with me, so long as I shall continue' — 
I could contain no longer : My suppressed aeony became 
audible; she drew me to her: * Do not distress me, 
my love.' — She was deeply affected; her cough came on 
with additional violence. The sound of my voice brought 
in the kind lady of the house; she believed the aMel had 
escaped.. I requested her, to reach the phial. The ex- 
piring saint motioned it away. ' It is too late my love,' 
she would have added; but utterance instantly failed her, 
and without a siusle struggle, she breathed her last, still 
holding my hand fast in hers. I was on my knees by her 
"bedside, I saw she was breathless, but she still held my 
hand. Ten thousand worlds, had I possessed them, I 
would have given, for permission to bnYe accompanied 
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her beatified spirit. I am astonished that I retained my 
reason. Only a few weeks, a few tremendous weeks 
since the commencement of her illness, had rolled on 
when, kneeling in speechless agony by her bedside, I saw 
her breathe her last; she expired without a sigh, without 
a pang, and I was left to the extreme of wretchedness. 
A few moments gave me to reflection — ^I contemplated 
her form, beautiful even in death; she was now no more 
f} sufferer either in body or mind, and, for a little while, 1 
derived malignant satisfaction, from the consideration of 
what her brothers would endure, when they found, that, 
in this world, they should no more behold her. I was 
shocked at myself; it seemed as if the sainted spirit mildly 
reproved me; I clasped my hands in agony: I supplicated 
pardon of the deceased, and of her God. It appeared to 
me, I had been deficient in affection, and the idea spoke 
daggers to my soul. Memory cruelly summoned before 
me many instances, m which she might have been obliged 
but distraction was in this thought. I sat in speechless 
agony by her bedside; having locked the door, no one 
could obtain entrance. Almighty God« how unutterable 
were the sorrows of my soul ! 1 1 

I was aroused from this state, by the arrival of our 
brother William. He obtained entrance; he glanced 
upon the bed — ^gazed for a moment — averted his eye, 
— trenibled, and became, pale as the f^ce of my lament- 
ed saint — and at length in silent agony, quitted the 
apartment. The good lady of the house now made her 
appearance, and in & tone of sympathy supplicated me 
to retire. The necessary offices were performed, and all 
that remained of my wedded friend was prepared for 
the undertaker, who came by the order of^her opulent 
brotherly that brother, who had nefariously robbed her 
of her right of inheritance, who contributed so largely, 
while she lived, to her sufferings, and who now endured 
anguish more than equivalent for all the riches of the 
world, A hearse and mourning coaches attended, and 
the dear remains, followed by her brothers and their 
families, were entombed in the family vault. The coach- 
man was directed to convey me, after the interment, to 
the house of our younger brother. He was again a prey 
to contrition and sorrow, and he urged me to cherish 
hope, I assured him, I had nothing to do with hope, at 
least in this world. He made great professions of affec* 
tion, and liberal promises of future kindness : but it was too 
late: and though I believe he was at the time sincere, yet, 
when his strong feelings subsided, he w^s himself again. 
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Here I close another period of my eventful life ! What 
a sad reverse I A few short weeks since, I was in the 
most enviable circumstances; my situation was charm* 
in^, my dwelling neat and commodious, my wife, the 
object of my soul's devout and sincere affection, her 
lovely offspring swelling the rapture of the scene, a male 
and female domestic attached to our persons, and faith- 
ful to our interest; and the pleasing hope, that I should 
enjoy a long succession of these delights. Now I was 
alone in the world; no wife, no child, no domestics, no 
home; nothing but the ghosts of my departed joys. In 
religion, and religion only, the last resort of the wretch- 
ed, I found the semblance of repose; religion taught me 
to contemplatl^ the state to which I was hastening; my 
dreams presented my departed Eliza; I saw her in a 
variety of views, but in every view celestial : sometimes 
she was still living, but in haste to be gone; sometimes 
she descended upon my imagination, an heavenly visit- 
ant, commissioned to conduct me home; and so much of 
felicity did I derive from those dreams, that I longed 
for the hour of repose, that I might reiterate the vision- 
ary bliss. 

But now embarrassments awaited me; doctors, apothe- 
caries, grocers, &.c. &c., advanced with their bilk; yet 
I was not much affected; I was overwhelmed by far 
greater afflictions. My health had sreatly suffered. My 
sight, by excess of sorrow, — so said my physician, — ^was 
almost gone. Often have I traversed George's- Fields, 
where many have met death on the point of the foot-pad's 
dagger, in the mournful hope of meeting a similar fate; 
forgetting, in the state to which I was reduced, that, in 
thus devoting myself to destruction, I indubitably ranked 
with the seyf-murderer. The eldest brother of my de- 
parted friend continued, from the period of his sister's 
demise, uniformly kind; through his instrumentality, 
many of my most pressing debts were discharged. My 
mind seemed subdued; it became a fit residence for sor- 
row, when I received a letter from Ireland, written by 
my brother James. Many of our family were numbered 
with the dead; of all her children, my mother had now 
• only three surviving sons, and two daughters. My el 
dest sister was married; and my mother, leaving our 
conunon property in her care was about to repair with 
her youngest daughter, and two sons, to Enj;land. She 
was not apprised of the death of my Eliza. Ihad written 
her, that l was ble^ with a most lovely, and exemplai^ 
companion; but from the death of my son, and the far- 
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ther, and entire prostration of my terrestrial happiness, t 
had suspended my communications. I was now again 
necessitated to take a house; my mother, and my brothers 
resided with me; and my sister with a lady, to whom she 
had been introduced in Ireland. She soon after married, 
and, as I believed imprudently, and I saw her no more. 
i now lived a mournful life; the world appeared to me in 
a very different point of view fVom what it had formerly 
done; yet I derived ecstatic pleasure from my views of 
revelation. William Neale became convinced of the 
truth, as it is in Jesus; and, of course, an adherent of 
Mr. Relly. This soothed me, and the word of God 
was an abiding consolation. To a few individuals I was 
made the messenger of peaco; but my Brother, and my 
brother James, remained inveterate opposers of the doc- 
trines I had e^ibraced. I sometimes visited the tabernacle, 
and, conceiving an affection for all men, I had a kind 
of satisfaction in standing in the midst of my brethren. 
It was at the tabernacle I was informed, that a poor, un- 
happy, widowed woman, sister to a man whom I had 
loved, was in most deplorable circumstances; she had 
been deceived by a villain; her kindred had been made 
acquainted with her situation, but their indignation was 
kindled against her; they wpuld not see her; and her 
religious connexions abandoned her, while she was suf- 
fering all the miseries of want, accompanied by her own 
agonizfng reflections. 1 discovered her in a miserable 
room; no glass in the windows, no fire in the chimney; 
she was laying on something which had been a bed; a 
childv.of a few days old in her bosom, but no nourish- 
ment for it; another child dead by her side, and a third 
apparently dying. Upon my entrance she covered her 
face with her hands. ' I know you, sir; you are come to 
upbraid me; yes, Ideserve it all; but by and b)% my 
measure will be full.' I burst into tears. I dome to up- 
braid you.? God forbid. No, poor sufferer; I am come 
a messenger from that God, who giveth liberally and up- 
braideth not. Be of good cheer; you have still a Father, 
who loves you with an everlasting love, and he has sent 
me to comfort you; he has seen your affliction, and he 
has bid me relieve you. 

This seemed too much for the poor, forlorn creature; 
she appeared in the moment of expiring. I ran out of 
the house, into a shop at the corner of the alley, the mis 
tress of which was, to my knowledge, perfectly ac- 
quainted with the situation of the si^erer. I demanded, 
why she thus neglected a humann^eing.? *Ah, the 
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vrfetcbed creature, she deserves this and more.' was this 
good woman's reply. But although neither the Iovb of 
Grod, nor of human nature, could move this hard-heartjed 
woman, I had that in my pocket, which possesS^d^ cflpj;- 
lier, an irresistible charm; and at the hazard of ^^' ^ 
putation, I bade her procure coal, a restorative corcKal, 
and a blanket to cover the sufferer. I then proceeded 
to the dwelling bf a lady, one of Mr. Relly's congregation, 
to whom I had recently been introduced; I represented 
the situation, in which, in the midst of an opulent city, 
1 had discovered a fellow creature. The lady was ex- 
tremely affected, and her aid was instantaneous. The 
next day, Sgnday, I again visited the poor penitent, 
whom I fo4|il^6lieved and comforted. She requested 
me, with many tears, to put up a note for her in the ta- 
bernacle. There happened, on that day, to preach in the 
tabernacle, a Mr. Edwards, whom I had formerly known 
in connexion with Mr. Wesley. I presented a note in 
the following words: The praters of this congregation 
are requested in behalf of a widow indeed, confined to 
a bed of sickness, without property and encompassed by 
the dying atid the dead. I attended again the tabernacle 
in the evening, and when the sermon closed, Mr. Edwards 
said : * If the person be here, who put up the note this 
morning, in behalf of a widow indeed, I should be glad 
to speak with him in the vestry.' Accordingly presenting 
myself, I was very cordially received by Mr. Edwards, 
who observed, he was happy I was the person; that his 
feelings had been greatly affected by the note; that he 
had read it to a lady, at whose house he had dined, who, 
putting two guineas into his hand, requested him, if pos- 
sible, to find out the widow indeed, and b^fttow them upon 
her. I conveyed this little sum to the sorrowing woman, 
with feelings, which those who know how to sympathize 
with the unfortunate will easily understand; and I assiir- 
^ed the poor mourner, that the God who gives and fm^giyes, 
had sent her another proof of his favor. Arise, said I, 
forlorn sufferer, and sin no more. I had the charge of 
the child's funeral; the other recovered. The mother 
was soon abroad, and continued, ever after, to conduct 
with exemplary propriety. This instance, among a thou- 
sand others, proves, that faith in the promises is the 
best stimulus to that pure and undefiled religion, which 
consists in relieving the oppressed of every description: 
and with gratitude I cc ifess, that this pure and undefiled 
religion was, to me, a never-failing source of consola- 
tion. I was full of the gospel; gladly would I have ani- 
11 
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crificed rov life, if I might thus have brought aU men 
acquainted with the riches of the grace of the gospel of 
God our Saviour; and my soul was often wrought up 
to a degree of ecstasy, by the views, exhibited to my 
understanding, in the pages of divine revelation. Yes, 
I have experienced, that a belief of the truth disposes 
the mind to love God, and to do good to man; and so 
greatly was my heart affected by the plan of redemption, 
that 1 have, in the midst of the streets of London, been 
so entranced in contemplating its glories, that I have only 
been awakened to recollection, by the jostline crowd, who 
wondered as they passed; yet, while in the fulness of 
my heart, I embraced everj' opportunit yj^f expatiating 
upon the great salvation; every thing bf|Hhad lost the 
power to charm, or even tranquillize, aim the tortur- 
mg sensations I experienced, from reflecting upon past 
times, were not to be expressed: Death had for me an 
angel's face, and I viewed this sometimes king of terrors 
as my emancipating friend. 

The forbearance of my creditors was. at length exhaust- 
ed. Debts crowded upon me. Demands, which I was 
utterly unable to answer, were continually made. Had 
the health of my lovely wife been continued, I was in a 
very fine way. Her sickness, her death, by dashing from 
me the cup of felicity, while expenses accumulated, 
debilitated my mind, and rendered me unequal to those 
efforts, which my exigences required. In the midst of 
.my supin^ne8s, I was taken by a writ, and borne to a 
spunging-house. My sensations were, on this occasion, 
very different from those which I had formerly experien- 
ced, in a similar situation; and I derived, from the 
expected seclusion, a kind of melancholy pleasure. The 
officer was astonished at my apathy; I refused sustenance; 
I had no inclination for food. I would swallow nothing 
but water. I would have no bed: a bed must be paid for, 
and I was pennyless. I slept on the floor of a room, 
hun^ with cobwebs, the windows of which were secured 
by iron bars. I prayed most fervently to Him, with 
whom are the issues of life and death, that, as He had 
not allowed his creatures the privilege of deparlj^ng out 
of time, when, and how they pleased. He would gra- 
ciously vouchsafe to grant me my deliverance from a 
world, where 1 could serve neither my God, my neighbor, 
nor myself. But, alas! as I have often found, death 
comes not at call. The barred windows admitted just 
light enough to announce the return of day, ponn uVer 
which, the keeper unlocked the^door, and in a surly man- 
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ner, ci8ked me how I did! Indifferent, sir, I replied. 

* By G — , I think so ! but, sir, give me leave lo tell you, 
1 am not indifferent, and if you do not very soon settle 
with your creditors, I shall take the liberty to lodge you 
in Newgate. I keep nobody in my house that does not 
spend any thing, damn-me. I cannot keep house, and 
pay rent, and taxes for nothing. When a gentleman 
beaaves civil, I behave civil; but, damn-me, if they are 
sulky, why then, do ye see, I can be sulky too: so, sir,* 
you had better tell me what you intend to do ?' Nothing. 
^ Nothing? damn-me, that's a good one; then, by G — , 
you shall soo^ee I will do something, that you will not 
very well liM^fcHe then turned upon his heel, drew the 
door with ^^^^B|ce, and double-locked it. Soon after 
this, his h^^^H^esented herself, and be^an to apolo- 
gize fof hei^HRDand; said he was very quick; hoped I 

« would not be offended, for he was a very good man m the 
main; that she believed there never was a gentleman in 
that house, (and she would be bold to say, there had 
been as eood gentlemen there, as in an]^ house in London) 
who had ever any reason to complain of his conduct. 
He would wait upon any of my friends, to whom I should 
think fit to send him, and do all in his power to make 
matters easy; ' and if you pleaAA^air, you are welcome 
lu uoiMK rtown into the parlor and breakfast wjth t"«- ' 
And pray, my good lady, where are you fdget your pay? 

* O, I will trust to that, sir; I am sure you are a gentle- 
man; ao, sir, come down and breakfast; you will be 
better after breakfast. Bless your soul, sir, why there 
have been hundreds, who settled their affairs, and did 
very well afterwards.' I was prevailed upon to go down 
to breakfast. There was, in the centre of the «ntry, a 

. door half way up, with long pikes; every window was 
barred with iron; escape was impossible; and indeed I 
had no wish to escape: a kind of moumftil insensibility 
pervaded my soul, mr which I was not then disposed to 
account, but which I have since regarded as an instance 
of divine goodness, calculated to preserve^ my little 
remains of health, as well as that reason, which had 
frequently tottered in its seat. To the impertinent prattle 
of me. female turnkey I paid no attention, but, nastily 
swallowing a cup of tea, I retired to my prison. This 
irritated her; she expected I would have tarried liji^low, 
and an is the custom, summoned my friends, Who, whether 
they did any thing for my advantage or npt, would, by 
calling for punch, wine, &c. &c., unquestionably cbmrilH 
ate to the advantage a# the house. But ag I made no 



propoMd of this kind, nor indeed ever intended so to do, 
they saw it was improbable they should reap any benefit 
bv or from me; ana haying given me. a plentiful share of 
abuse, and appearing mucn provoked that they could not 
move me to anger, they were preparing to carry me to 
Newgate, there to leave me amonff other poor, desperate 
debtors; and their determination being thus fixed, I was 
at liber^ to continue in my gloomy apartment, and, ^ hat 
I esteemed an especial favor, to remain there uninter* 
rupted. I received no invitation either to dinner, tea, or 
supper; they just condescended to inform me, when they 
came to lock me in, that I should have ano ther lodging 
the ensuing night; to which I ma^^B^reply. My 
snirits, however, sunk in the proji^^^^^ Newgate. 
There, I was well informed, 1 could flj^^Hpbne; there, 
I knewj niy associates would many orm^rDe atrocious 
offenders, ancll was in truth immeasurably distressed. 
It was now, that every argument, which I had ever read 
in favor of suicide, was most officiously obtruded upon 
my mind, and warmly impressed upon my imagination. 
it yr&B stated, that my Almighty Father could not be 
angry with me for leaving such a world, in such, circwn- 
btances; the opppsitiQ;i of ]:ea9on seemed to result from 
the orejudices of education; 'and,'- said illusive fancy, 
' 9/9 It is. appointed for all men onee \o die^ u> do tluit to- 
day, whicn I mny do to-moi^ow, and what I must shortly 
do, cannot be very wrong." It is true, my monitor 
assured me, that the God, who had created me, was the 
only proper judge of the exact moment, when I ought to 
be removed out of time; that He best knew what l^efit 
might accrue to myself, or the community, by my longer 
continuance in this vale of tears; yet these remarks, with 
many more of the same description, were not sufficiently 
imposing to endow me with resolution still to ^ abide the 
petting of the pitUeM storm;' and I determined to finish 
my wretched existence before the dawning of another 
morning. This Waa indeed a night of horror; but, in the 
moment of executing my iat^, my God-dishonoring 
purpose, the image of my Eliza, irradiating the prison 
walls, seemed to stand before me, 3he appeared as if 

* The authOT here alludes to a paasase, than which no one ia more 
frequently misquoted, or misaDplied. The text from which this is 
taken is rleb. i:|. 27, which ought always to be read in connexion with 
the three precedinff verses, ana the one following. Should this be 
done, it would eviaently appear that the apostle was speaking of the 
death of the high priest * by biood of others/ and not of tm death 
which w the ■copimon lot of all (^ankin% Compare it with Chap. Ti|. 
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cmnmission^d by Heaven to soothe my tortured spMu 
I prostrated myself before the perhaps imaginary vision, 
andj for the first moment since 1 had occupied this dreary 
abode, my heart soflened, and a shower of tears came to 
my relief; yea, and I was relieved. My soul became 
cairn, and although every hope from this world was 
extiAct in my bosom, yet I believed I should be better 
able to accommodate myself, to whatever sufierings the 
Almighty might think proper to inflict. I passed the 
r^mamder or the night in endeavoring to fortify my 
mind; a pleasing melancholy took possession of my spirit 
I drew consolation from remembering, the time of suf 
fering was ]^^[|^^ that there was a rest, a life of 
uninterrupta^^^^H|)eyond the grave; thft|t of this rest, 
this life, no ^^^^H the earth could deprive me; and 
that I ought^n^^re anietly to Wait, ^pd patiently to 
hope, for the salvation of my God. Thu^^^hough my - 
night bad been sleepless, my mind became so; calm, and 
my spirit so greatly refreshed, that when the keeper 
opened the door in the morning, to inform me, that m 
three hours he shoukl lodge me m Newgate, I answered 
with unaifected composure: I am ready, sir. 

In less than an hour, howevi^, I had a new source of 
inquietude. My brother, William Neale, having received 
a hint of the arrest, bad searched from place to place, 
until at length finding me, with (ears of sympathy he 
reproached me, even m the presence of the woman, for 
not immediately summoning hira to my reHef. This 
female turnkey, observing the appearance of my brother, 
and the feeling manner, in which he addressed me, began 
to hope, notwithstanding what she had termed my ob- 
stinacy, that they should reap some benefit from me aft^r 
all. ' Why,' said William, * did you not send for me 
inmiediatelj upon your entering this house;' ' Ay, dear 
sir, so I said: wliy, dear sir, said I, cannot you send for 
some of your friends .^ for I know'd as how, the ffentle- 
man had many* Mends, and my husband would have 

fone himself to any part of the town, with all his soul, 
fo one can ever say, that we were backward, ;n doing 
every thing in our power to serve and oblige every gecde- 
man that ever came into our house: and, though I say it, 
that ^ould Qot say it, I believe there is not>a house, in 
onr way, in London, that ha9 ever had more g*pod people 
in iti as a body may say, than ours; and, savs I, Lord, 
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dlfficuhiesj says I; I am sure, I have had my share of 
troubles and difficulties in this world, says I^ but I had 
better, says I, have them here, than in a worse place; I 
hope, I shall atone for all my siiis here.' Thus did this 
creatuie's tongue run, and would, have continued so to do, 
had not my brother asked, if I had breakfasted? ^Ay, 
sir, I am glad to hear you say something of that. The 
poor gentleman has not seemed to care anything about 
eating or drinking: for my p&K^, I was frightened, in the 
dread of the poor p^entleman's dying- in the house; 1 
would have urged him over and over again; but said J, 
may be he will think as hpv^, that I mean m y o;wn inter- 
est, and so I did not care to say muoJ^flMt it;^^ but, sir, 
the poor gentleman can't think yo^^^^^By interest.' 
* Get breakfast, ma'am.' < Tea or^^^^^fentleman?' 
' Both, ma'am, and, do you hear, leM^Pl^ a private 
room.' 'Yes, sir.' When left alone, my friend, and 
brother, again reproached me for delaying miy conmiuni- 
cations to him. 1 franklv told him, that I was soiar from 
being disposed to solicit nis aid, that I seriously regretted 
he had^fdiscovered me; that I had no wish to involve 
my friends in my difficulties;^ that I would much rather 
continue a prisoner, for thfe remainder of my life, than 
incur obliffations, which I had no prospect of discharging. 
' Poh, pohy' said he, * this is idle talk. You cannot 
believe, you would be the only sufferer from your continu- 
ing endurance.' But I should not sufier long. 'You 
know not how long, however, drop the subject, here is 
breakfast; sit you down, and let us breakfast together; 
we will resume our subject by and by.' Yes, WiUiam, 
we will resume our subject, by and by; but su0er me to* 
observe, you shall not come undier bonds on my account, 
neither shall you discharge my debts; consent to this 
stipulation, or I touch no breakfast. ' Pshaw, pshaw, 
how whimsical; but eat your breakfast, man: I promise, 
I will do neither.' We then breakfasted in peace^and I 
derived a mournful kind of pleasure, fromnhe assurance, 
that I should not involve the brother of Eliza in my ruin. 
But, how great Was my astonishment, when he ordered 
in the officer, who was also master of the house, when, 
after demanding and discharging his bill, he produced a 
receipt in full from my creditor, and a complete discharge 
for me. Thus was I liberated firom the fangs of these 
harpies, and I accompanied this commisserating brother 
to his hospitable matisicm, where he related to me the 
means, by which he had discovered me. 

Quitting this noble-minded frjind^ I hastened home ta 
mj suffering mother, who was in agonies on my account^ 
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ignorant where I was, or what was my situation, her 
apprehensions were of the most fearful kind. We ming- 
led our tears, while she most affectionately endeavored 
to soothe nie, and to bind up my broken heart; but my 
only remaining hope was, that, in this distempered state> 
I had not long to.. sujirer. But, alas! here &Is6 I was 
deceived; long, very lolig have I continued, pin^d with 
heart-felt sorrow, to tread this thorny maze.-^ The broth- 
ers of my departed angel combined to help me forward; 
many plans were proposed for me; a sum of money was 
hired to place me, as a partner, in a mercantile house, 
and my brothers were my bondsmen! I detested the 
thought of nemprospects from such a world as this, but, 
to my beloved^Mfliam, I was larsely in debt; he had a 
growinff fanflP^nd both gratitude, as well as justice, 
demanded I should make every ofibrt for his remunera- 
tion. Thus ,1 again became a melancholy man of 
business. It was supposed the road, not only to com- 
petency, but to affluence, was open before me, and I 
was pronounced in flourishing circumstances. It was, for 
those who loved me, a pleasing dream; but soon ^ the 
golden vision vanished, and I awoke to the certainty of 
Its being no more than a dream. "^ 

Again I returned to my lonely dwelling; pleased with 
the thought, that my solitude would no more be inter- 
rupted; again I detested the world, and all which it 
could bestow. Thus a few more melancholy months 
rolled mournfully away, and I expected to finish my days 
in the retirement, to which I was devoted. One con- 
sideration, however, still pressed heavily upon my mind. 
The very considerable sums, for which 1 was indebted to 
ray generous brother, was, to me, a mighty burden; and 
this beloved brother, availing himself of my anxiety on 
this account, once more set me afloat. Many were the 
efforts, to which I consented; great were ' my mental 
sacrifices. But one expedient remained; ftti^vaxDd'arn- 
ful expedient. • I will not delineateif' I pause; 'I throw a 
veil over many revolving months; \^;p suffice to say, 
my purpose was gained, my debts •w«rd paid, my pecuni'* 
ary circumstances easy; but this was all. How mysteri 
ous are the ways of heaven ! how^nany torturing scenes 
I have passed through! But, blessed be Gbdi / have 
passed through them. Thanks be to the Father of 
mercies, they can no more be reiterated : My newly ac- 
quired competency possessed no charms for me; I derived 
ho satisffl^ion from anything around me. In fact, I had 
nothing In prospect, and hope seemed to have expired in 
my bosom. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The bereaved maUy quitting his native shores, embarkt 
/or America; indulging the fond hope of sequestering him- 
self in the solitude , for which he signed. But contrary 
io his expectations, a series of circumstances combine to 
produce him a Promulgator of the Oospel of Ood, our 
Saviour, 

I)eath'8 gable pall o er all my pleasures thrown^ 
My native isle to nie a desert grvwni ^^^ 
Sad and forlorn, to the new world I ne^j^^^ 
Amid its wilds to shield my widoWed hefl^^ 

Hating, as has been described, laid the companion of 
m^ youth, the wife of my bosom, in the gr.ive; my spirit 
still hovered round her tomb. It has been seen, tiiat my 
life seemed devoted to misery; that Iwept at all times, 
except when I turned my attention to that bright world, 
upon which, I imagined, I was versing; that I wished the 
act of putting a period to a weary ufe had ranked among 
the Cnristian virtues; that I never more passionately 
longed for any good, than for the period, which was to 
put an end to my existence; that I had but few acquaint- 
ance, that I wished not to form new connexions; that 1 
was sick of the world, and all which it could bestow; that 
the retirement of my lonely dwelling was most acceptable 
to me; that I abhorred the thought of expecting any thing 
like happiness in this world; and, that I thus passed 
weeks aud months, verily believing, that I should thus 
finish my days, which, I cherished a soothing hope, would 
soon be numbered. 

Through those sad scenes of sorrow, to which I was 
condemned, 1 had one friend, one earthly friend, from 
whom I derived real consolation. This friend was Mr. 
James Relly, the man who had been made an instrument, 
in the hand of God, of leading me into an acquaintance 
with the truth, as it is in Jesus. This kind friend often 
visited me; and in conversing with him, I found my 
heart lightened of its'^burden; I could better bear the 
pitiless storm, that beat upon me, when strengthened by> 
the example of this son of sorrow; we frequency con- 
Versed upon the things of the kingdom, and Mr. KeUy^ 
observing my heart much warmed and enlarged by these 
subjects, urged me to go forth, and make mtbtion of 
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the toving-kindneBs of God. No, no, I constantly lepUed, 
it M not my design again to step forth in a public charac- 
ter. I have been a promulgator of falsehood. ' And why 
not,' he would interrupt, < a promulgator of truth ? Sure^ 
ly you owe this atonement to the God, who hath irrad- 
iated your understanding by the light of bis counte- 
nance.' But no argument, he made use of, was suf- 
ficiently strong to excite in my bosom a single wish, that 
I had either mclination or capability, for a character so 
arduous: my heart's desire was to pass through life^ 
unheard^ tmseerif unknown to all, as though I ne'er had 
been, I had an aversion to society, and, since I could 
not 1)6 permitted to leave the world, I was solicitous to 
retire from its ivoise and its nonsense; 1 was indeed a 
burden to myself and no advantage to any body else; 
every place, every thing served to render me more mis- 
erable, for they led my mind to the contemplation of past 
scenes, of scenes never more to return. Such was the 
situation of my mind, when, at the house of one of Mr. 
Kelly's hearers, I accidentally met n gentleman from 
America. I listened with attention to his account of the 
country, in which he had so long resided; I was charmed 
with his description of its extent, its forests, its lakes, 
its rivers; its towns its inhabitants, the liberty they en- 
ioyed, and the peace and plenty, which they possessed: 
I listened to every thing with astonishment^ ana I turiied 
toward the new world my mostnrdont wishes. I com- 
municated my desire to visit America to my mother, to 
my brethren. I was ridiculed for entertainmga project 
90 chimerical. What, cross the Atlantic! Tor what 
purpose.^ To whom would I go? What could I do? 
What object could I have in view? I was unable to 
answer any of these questions; I had not a single fLoquaint** 
ance in America, indeed I had no wish to make ac« 
quaintance; I had nothing in prospect, but a kind of 
negative happiness^ I did not mean to commence a voyt 
age in pursuit of bliss, but to avoid, if possible, a part of 
my miseiy, 

oLy mind for a considerable time labored with my pur« 
' pose; Dimy difficulties interposed, I would infiaitely have 
prefered entering that narrow house which ia appointed 
ror all living, but this I was not permitted to do; and I con 
ceived, to quit England and to retire to America, was the 
aext thing to be desired, Nights and days of deliberation 
at length 4$onvinced my judgment, and I was determined to 
depart for the new world. My few friends urged tne most 
fiftmo^tl^ to let them apply to those, who h^q QOQnexiona 
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in America, for letters of introduction, or recommendation 
No, by no means, this would most effectually defeat my 
purpose; I would rather not go, than go thus. My ob- 
ject was to close my life in solitude, in the most complete 
retirement and with those views I commenced prepara- 
tions for my voyage. I visited the brother of my departed 
wife, and 1 beheld both him, and his children, with the 
same eyes a dying person would have beheld them; tears 
frequently stole down my face, and a thousand thoughts 
that served to harrow up my soul, <;rowded upon me. 
I was determmed not to repeat this scene, and I bid them 
adieu; could I have done this upon a bed of death, how 
much happier should I have been ! 

The place I now occupied, to whicli I had recently 
removea, was extremely beautiful; it yyas in the vi- 
cinity of London. I had a fine, garden, and a delight- 
ful prospect; but my better self had fled this globe, and 
with her fled my souPs calm sunshine every heart-feU 
joy, I was, as I have frequently said, extremely wretch- 
ed; I spake to the master of a vessel, bound to New- 
York; I agreed for my passage; my heart trembled; it 
was worse than death. He fixed the time for my de- 
parture; every arrangement was made. My brother, 
my widowed mother, I met them in my parlor; it was 
torturing. « Sit down, my son,' said my weeping parent? 
Kiay Krothfir appeared _a__sikait spectacle oi sorrow: *« 
know you my cnild, too welTto expect I can alter your 
resolution; it is now too lat^ to beseech you to reflect; 
1 know you haye lone reflected, and I am astonished to find 
you still determined. You have a charming situation; 
your prospects are good: could you but make your mind 
easy, you might still be nappy; why, then, this aversion 
to lifer' I interrupted her, by declaring, that the whole 
world would not, could not detain me longer in England; 
yet I passionately loved my country, and my few remain- 
mg friends shared the best affections of my heart. This 
voluntary exile was worse than death; but I was impelled 
to go, and go I must. My poor mother threw her fona arms 
about my neck: Once more,' said she ^you leave me, 
but not now, ad before, then you lefl me in my native 
place, among my natural connexions; then too I had hope 
you would again be restored to me—but now'^^and she 
burst into tears; my heart was agonized. I entreated 
her to consider me as on the bed of death. Nor agaiix 
to think of me, as of a living son. Be thankful my mother, 
be thankful it is no worse; be thankful I hav^ not fallen 
9 victim to the despondency of my spirit, I leave you* 
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with your children, with children kind and duiilul; and, 
what is better than all, I leave y^u in the hands and under 
the care of a kind God, who hath said, 1 will never leave 
you, nor forsake you. * But shall I hear from you, my 
son?' Do not, I entreat of you, think of nie, as living; 
I go to bury myself in the wilds of America; no one shall 
hear from me, nor of me. I have done with the world; 
and, prostrating myself in the presence of my mother 
and my God, with streaming eyes, and supplicating hands, 
I commended my soul^ and all who were connected with 
me, or allied to me, to that Being, who orders all things 
according to his own good pleasure. 

I left ray mother in an agony of affliction, and retired, 
but not to rest. My baggage had been sent on boat J ship 
in the morning, and, accompanied by my brother, we took 
a boat and passed down to Grave's-End, where I en- 
tered on board the vessel, that was to convey me to 
America, which, in my then judgment, was tantamount 
to quitting the world. 

The vessel, however did not sail immediately; I had 
an op{)ortunity of going on shora again, and spending 
some time at JGrave's-End. Fond of being alone, I as- 
cended a lofty eminence, and sat me down under the 
shade of a wide spreading tree; here I had leisure, and 
inclination for reflection. On one hand, I beheld the 
wide ocean, my path to the new world; on the other, the 
Thames, upon the silvery surface of which, many were 
passing to London. My mind rapidly run over the vari- 
ous scenes I had witnessed, since my arrival in that great 
city. I dwelt upon the good I had lost, never more to be 
recovered. My soul sickened at the recollection of my 
heavy i)ereavement, of the solitary situation, to which I 
was reduced. I was going from a world in which I had 
some associates, and some friends, into a country where, 
every individual was unknown to me ! I was going on 
board a vessel, to the crew of which I was an utter stran- 
ger— ^11 gloomy — truly gloomy. One idea however con- 
tinued rriy abiding consolation, I might soon finish my 
course, and bid an eternal adieu to sorrow of every descrip- 
tion. Yet I trembled at what was before me; I was fear- 
ful I was wrong. Just at this period the wind shifted, the 
signal was made for sailing; but before I descended the em- 
inence, I once more threw my eyes upon the surrounding 
scenes. I felt destitute and forlorn; tears gushed in my 
eyes. My domestic felicity, my social connexions, the 
pleasure I had derived from listening to the testimony of 
truth these fdl rushed upon my recollection, with subduing 
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power; I prostrated myself upon the ground, with streuih < 
iBg eyes exclaimiug : Oh, thou dear parent earth, thou 
much loved native soil, why not open, and give me a 
quiet resting place in thy bosom. Oh ! thou dear, de- 
parted friend of my soul, hast thou no power to loose 
these chains, that bind me to this state of being. Is 
there no eye to pity, no hand to help a wretched outcast^ 
can I not be indulged with death f But death comes not 
at call. In this situation I continued bedewinff the earth 
with my tears, until it pleased the kind God to speak 
()eace to my tortured heart, and I seemed to hear a voice 
calling unto me. Be of good cheery your God ia with 
you, lie vsill never leave you, nor forsake you; He is in 
the wide waste, as in thefuU city. Be not afraid, when 
thou passes t through the waters; I will be with theel 
fear no evil; the friend of sinners will be with thee, and 
make thy way plain before thee; He wUl cause the desert 
to blossom as the^ose. The young lions cry, and tky 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Taou art nearer ana 
dearer to thy heavenly Father, than all the irUiabitants of 
the deep, than all the tenants of the /^'JUtfKiXbus did 
the spirit of grace and consolation comfSfln^^fflicted 
heart, so that, after bidding an afiectionsifSjameu to the 
scenes of the morning and meridian of my days; after 
taking what I believed an eternal leave of my native 
soil, of my friends, and relatives; after dropping many 
tears to the memory of each; and, last of all to the ashes 
of my dear self; with an aching head, a pained heart, 
and eyes swelled by weeping, on Saturday evening, July 
twenty-first, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy, I hastened on board the brig 
* Hand in hand;' and, upon the ensuing morning, as we* 
passed round Beachy Head, I beheld the white cliffs of 
Albion. No language can describe my sensations, as 
those white cliffs receded from my view, as I took a la^t 
look of- England! I retired to my cabin, covered my 
face, and wept until I was completely exhausted. But 
God wa^ pleased to lift up the light of his countenance 
U])on me; my voyage passed more pleasantly, than I had 
calculated, and I was the happy instrument of contribut- 
ing to the comfort of many on board. I was not sick 
upon the passage; I became more than reconciled to my 
circumstances, and I almost dreaded the thought of reach- 
ing my destined port. 

1 did not anticipate my fate upon my arrival; I had de- 
termined upon nothing, and yet I was not distressed; a 
perfect indifference pervaded my soul. I had in my 
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trunks mahy articles of clothing, more than I should 
want; for I did not calculate upon being many years an 
inhabitant of this globe. « I had some money, I had my 
Bible,, and a very large collection of the letters of my 
Eliza, in which I took much delight; and, upon the 
whole, I fancied myself rather rich, than otherwise. 
In this state of resignation, indifference, or insensibility, 
I jiassed the greater part of the voyage. * 

As we drew near the coast of America, I experienced 
none of those delightful sensations, which swelled my 
bosom, a few years before, On returning to England from 
Ireland; neither did 1 experience those terrifying appre- 
hensions, for which there was such abundant reason, on 
advancing to an unknown country, without patron, or 
friend. My mind was calm and iftiruffled, neither elated 
by hope, nor depressed by fear I had obtained precisely 
that situation, for which I had supplicated heaven, when 
entering upon this untried state of being, hwBJ^y;depend- 
ing upon that God, who was in every place the sanie un- 
cbangeing friend of the creature, whom he had made. I 
was, as it were, between two worlds; one I had tried, 
and, finding it contained more of bitter, than of sweet, 1 
had turned from it ^vith disgust. I advanced toward the 
other, without high raised expectations, without fearful 
. apprehensions. 1 was pleased with the wonders of my 
God, as I beheld them m the great deep; I was amazed 
at the variety of its inhabitants, yet how small a part 
could I trace. I was astonished at the number of birds, 
flitting over the ocean; and I thought if provision was 
made for them, I had no reason for fear. On a brilliant 
moonlight evening, our ship struck on something, which 
threw us off our seats ! What could it be ? we were in 
the centre of the Western. ocean. We soon discovered it 
was a sleeping whale; we also beheld the water-spout, so 
often described, as a surprising phenomenon. Thus 
was my wondering mind beguiled of its sorrows. We saw 
a number of vessels on our way, some passing to the coun- 
try we had left; my heart sighed, as they pursued their 
course, and I frequently, and audibly exclaimed, Deor 
native country, never more to'i)e seen by me! nor was 
the exclamation unaccompanied by a tear. 

We were, as it was A^pposed, within three days sail of . 
New York, when we met a vessel, bound for England. 
Our merchant questioned the captain, respecting the state 
of public affairs in America. The Americans had, some 
Xiiae before, entered into the non-importation agreement, 
and our merchant w^as anxious, on account of the goods 
12 



1S4 LIFE OP BEV. JOHN MlTRltAf. 

he had on board. The captaiu assured him, they had 
given up the agreement in Philadelphia, but that they 
zealously adhered to it in New^ York. . Our captain, 
therefore, received immediate orders, to chancre the course 
of the vessel for Philadelphia; but when we had got near 
enough to this harbor to take a pilot, the pilot informed 
us, the reverse- of the information we had received was 
the truth; upon^which the merchant deternuned to go as 
far as the city, lliere obtain a certainty, and if so, to pro- 
ceed to New York, with all possible despatch. We were 
a considerable time passing up the Delaware, and, upon 
a fine da^, while we lay at anchor, the merchant pro- 
posed going on shore, mr the purpose of obtaining com 
and fruit. 

It was in the month of September, when we arrived in 
the Delaware : the country, y pon the banks of this fine 
river, exhibited a nfost enchanting appearance, especial- 
ly to those, who had been for many weeks out of sight of 
tand, and had never seen those shiH'es before. As we 
drew near the land, the woods, seeming to grow out of 
the water, had to me a very uncommon appearance; but 
eveiT thing, in this country, was uncommon. We went 
on shore, and ascended a gentle acclivity, when, entering 
into a small log-house, I was astonished to see a . woman 
brepfiring some excellent wild ducks fi3r dinner: live in a 
log-house, and feed upon ducks 1 We passed into her 
garden, where, amid its rich variety, my attention was 
arrested by a large peach-tree, loaded with the best fruit, 
bending to the earth ! I was beyond expression charmed, 
and delighted, and my heart beat with grateful affection 
to the universal Parent, for giving the inhabitants of this 
new world thus liberally to enjoy. When we reached 
Philadelphia, I was amazed to behold a city of such mag- 
nitude, in a country, which I had considered, as a wilder 
ness. The captain supposed it a disappointment to rae, 
that we had not put intd New York, as that was the 
place^of my destination; I requested him to make himself 
easy, as it was a matter of perfect indifference to me 
upon what part of the country I landed; and, if he could 
procure me & private lodging, I would go on shore in this 
city. This he told me he would do, but this he could 
not do, at least in the circle of his#onnexions. He then 
proposed my going, by land, to New York. This also I 

« willing to do, if he would let me know How. He 
lid send and take me a place in the stage. The staae 
been gone some time. He then proposed I shoiw 
tarry in the vessel, and set out with him the next momiii^ 
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for New York, to which arraDgement I agreed. Th* 
other passengers left us in Philadelphia. The water 
was smooth; and our passage pleasant, until we were, as 
was supposed, near Sandy-HDok; a dense fog then arose, 
which was sufficiently thick to prevent our seeing the end 
of our bowsprit. A sloop shot past us, and we inquired 
how far We were from Sandy-Hook.^ The answer was 
seventy miles, but we understood seven, and we pressed 
on, and in a few moments were in the midst of the break- 
ers; the vessel struck upun the bar, but passed overi into 
a place we afterwards learned was called Cranberry 
Inlet. The fog now dispersed, and we discovered we 
were nearly on shore; our anchors, however, saved us; 
but we were greatly alarmed, and never expected to get 
oflf again. The sloop, with which ^e had sjpoken, en- 
tered this Inlet before us, and was light* Tne captain 
proposed to engage this sloop to receive on board as 
much of our cargo as she could contain : thus, by lighten- 
ing his vessel,* to give himself the only probable cnance 
of getting off. This^was efibctuieited, and night coiiung 
on, the captain, with many apologies, requested me to 
lodge on board the sloop, inasmuch as~ there were many 
valuable articles, which he was afraid to trust, without a 
confidential J[)erson. To this I readily consented, and 
taking nay Bible, and my purse, I went on board the 
sloop. The plan of the captain was, supposing the 
morning should present no prospect of getting off, to 
deposit the remainder of his cargo upon the beach; but, 
if they should get off, we were immediately to follow j the 
goods were to be replaced; and the sloop dismissed. I 
went not to bed, and when the morning dawned, just at 
hiffh water, the wind blowing from the shore, they got 
on, making a signal for us to follow; and with all possi- 
ble despatch we prepared to obey, but the vnnd instantly 
shifting drove us back, and they proceeded on to New 
York, leaving us in the bay. 

It proved upon examiilation, we had no provisions on 
board; we were, therefore, necessitated to lock up the 
vessel, and go on shore, in search of sustenance. It wa& 
the after part pf the day before we eould effectuate our 
pur])ose, when I went w|lb the boatmen to a tavern, attd 
leaving them there, pursued a solitary walk through the 
woods, which seemed to surround this place. My miiia 
was greatly agitated; I was now in the new world; aniHn 
just such a part of this new world, as had appeared* s^ 
desirable in prospect. Here I was as much aioiie, ^ 
could wish, and my heart exclaimed: * O, that I mfd \ 
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this ijnldeme$$, the lodging place of a poor way-fartag 
man; some cave, some grot, someplace where t might finish 
my days in c<dm repose. As tnus I passed alone, thus 
contemplatiog, thus supplicatmg: I unexpectedly reached 
a small log-li^use, and saw a girl cleaning a fresh fish; I 
requested she would sell it to me. ^ No, sir, you will 
find a very great plenty at the next house; we want this.' 
The next house, what this? pointing to one in the woods. 

* O no, sir, that is a meeting-house.' A meeting-house 
here in these woods? I was exceedingly surprised. 

* You must pass the meeting-house, sir; and a little way 
farther on, you will see the other house, where you will 
find fish enough.' I went forward, I came to the door; 
there was indeed a large pile of fish of various sorts, and 
at a little distance stood a tall man, rough in appearance 
and evidently advanced in years : Pray, sir, will you have 
the goodness to sell me one of those fish ? ' No, sir.' 
That is strange, when you have so many, to refuse me a 
single fish ! * I did not refuse you a nsh, sir^ you are 
welcome to as many as you please, bujt I do not sell this 
article; I do not sell fish, sir, I have them for taking up, 
and you may obtain them the same way.' I, thanked 
him t ' But,' said he, * what do you want of those fish ? * 
I informed him, that the mariners, who belonged to the 
iStoop at a distance, were at a tavern, and would be glad, 
if I could procure them something for supper. * Well, 
sir, I will send my man over with the fish; but you can 
tarry here, and have some dressed for yourself.' No, sir, 
it is proper I should see how they are. accommodated. 
' Well, sir, you shall do as you please; but, after supper, 
I beg you would return, ana take a bed with us, you will 
be better pleased here, than in a tavern:' I gratefully 
thanked him, and cheerfully accepted his offer. I was 
astonished to see so much genuine politeness and urbani- 
ty, under so rough a form; but my astonishment was 

greatly increased on my return. His room was prepared, 
is fire bright, and his heart open. « Come,' said be, ' my 
friend, I am glad you have returned, I have longed to 
see you, I have been expecting you a long time.' I was 
perfectly amazed. What do you lliean, sir? ^ I must, go 
on my own way, I am a poor ignorant man, I neither 
know how to read, nor write; % Va^ bom in these woods, 
and my father did not think proper to teach me my let 
ters. I worked, on these grounds, until I became a man, 
when I went coasting voyages from hence to New York. 
I was then desirous of becoming a husband, but, in goin^ 
to New York, I was pressed on board a man of war, audi 
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was taken, in admiral Warren's shTpHo Cape-Breton. 
I never drank any rum, so they saved my allovfrance; but 
I would not bear an aflront, so if any of the officers struc]^ 
nie I struck them again, but the admiral took my pTart, 
called me his new-light man. When we reached Louis- 
bourg, I ran dway and travelled barefooted through the 
country, and almost naked, to New York, where I was 
known, and supplied with clothes and money, and soon 
returned to this place, when I found my girl married; 
this rendered me very unhappy, but I recovered my tran- 
aui^lity and married her sister. I sat down to work; got 
rorward very fast; constructed a saw-mill; possessed 
my self of this farm, and five hundred acres of adjoining 
land. I entered into navigation, became the owner of a 
sloop, and have got together a large estate. I am, as I 
said, unable either to write or read, but I am capable of 
reflection; the sacred scriptures have been often read to 
me, from which I gather, that there is a great and good 
Being, to whom we are indebted for all we enjoy. It fs 
this great, and good Being, who hath preserved, and pro- 
tected me, through innumerable dangers, a nd^jt s He liadt 
f^iven me a house of my own, I conceived iMtod not do c, 
ess than to open it to the stranger, let hini*8i who he. * 
would; and especially, if a travelling minister passed this 
way, he always received an invitation to put up at my 
house, and holtf his meetings here. I continued this 
practice for more than seven years, and, illiterate as I 
was, I used to converse with them, and was fond of ask- 
ing them questions. They ^ironounced me an odd mortal, 
declaring themselves at a los^iwhat to make of me: while 
I continued to affirm, that I ha* hut one hope; J believed, 
that Jesus Christ suffisred death for my transgressions, 
and this alone was sufficient for me.^'^At length my wifil 
grew wearv of having meetings held in her house, and I 
determined to build a house for the worship of God. I 
had no children, and I knew that I was beholden to Al* 
mighty God for every thing, which I possessed; and it 
seemed right, I should appropriate apart, of what he had 
bestowed,, for His service, My neighbor* offered their 
assistance. But no, said I; God has given me enough to 
do this work, without your aid, and, as he has put it into 
my heart to do, so I will do. And who, it was asked, 
will be your*preacher? I answered, God will send me a 

Kreacher, and of a very different stamp from those, who 
ave heretof«|e preached in my house. The preachers, 
we have heard, are perjietually contradicting themselves^ 
but that God, who has put it into my heart to build ibid 
12* 
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house, "will sendopi^who shdU deliver unto me his own 
truth; who shall^eak of Jesus Christ, and his salvation. 
When the house was finished, I. received an application 
ttoxa the Baptists; and I told them, if they could make it 
appear, that God Almighty was a Baptist, the building 
Ishould be theirs at once. The Quakers, and Presbyteri- 
ans, received similar answers. No, said I, as I firmly 
believe, that all mankind are equally dear to Almighty 
God, they shall all be equally welcome to preach in this 
house, which I have built. My neighbors assured me, I 
never should see a preacher, whose sentiments corres- 
ponded with my own; but my uniform reply was, th*t I 
assuredly should. I engaged, the first jear, with a man, 
who I greatly disliked; we parted, and, for some years 
we have had no stated minister. My friends oflen ask 
me, * Where is the preacher, of whom you spake ? ' And 
my constant reply has been. He will by and by make his 
appearance. The moment I beheld your vessel on shore, 
it^seemed as if a voice had audibly sounded innny ebrs : 
There, Potter, in that vessel, cast away on that shore, is 
{he preacher, you have been so long expecting. I heard 
the voice ,j|ttd I believed the report; and when you came 
up to myWfSry and asked for the fish, the same voice 
seemed to repeat: Potter, this is the man, this is the 
person, whom I have sent to preach in your house ! ' 

I was astonished, immeasurably astonished at Mr. Pot- 
ter's narrative; but yet I hsj^d not the smallest idea it 
could ever be realized. I requested to know, what he could 
discern in my appearance, which could lead him to mis- 
take me for a preacher.^ ' What,' said he, * could I dis- 
cern, when you were in the vessel, that could induce this 
conclusion ? No, sir, it is not what I saw, or see; but 
what Ifeely which produces in my mind a full convic- 
tion.' 

But, my dear sir, you are deceived, indeed you are 
deceived; I never shall preach in this place, nor any- 
where else. 

' Have you never preached.? can you say you have 
never preached .?' I cannot, but I never intend to preach 
again. 

' Has not God lifted up the light of his countenance 
upon you? Has he not shown you his truth.? ' 

I trust he has. 

'And how dare you hide this truth? Do men light a 
candle to put it under a bushel? If God 1^ shown you 
his salvation, why should you not show it ro your fellow 
me^? But I know, that you will; I am sure, God Almigh- 
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ty has sent you to us for this pui*pesg; I ftm not deceived, 
i am sure I dm not deceived*.' 

I was terrified as the man thus ^ went' on; and I began 
to fear that^od, \vhoM)rders ali things according to the, 
counsel of his own will, had ordained, that thus it should 
be, and my heart trembled at the idea. ^I endeavored, 
however, to banish my. own fears, and to silence the 
warm-hearted man by observing, that I was in the place 
of a supercargo; that property to a large amount had 
been entrustea to my care: and that, the moment the 
.^vind changed, I was under the most solemn obligations 
to depart. 

' Ihe wind will never chapge, sir, until you have de- 
livered to us, in thatJiieetingchouse, a message fVom God.' 

Stil{ I was resolutely determined never^ to enter any 
pulpit, as a preacher; ^et, being rendered truly unhap- 
py, I begged I might be shown to toy bed. He requested 
I would pray with them, if I hdfl no objection. I asked 
him, how he could suppose I had any objection to prtiy- 
ing.? The Quakers, he said, seldom prayed; and there 
were others, who visaed him, who were not in the habit 
of praying. I nev^ propose .j>rayer, sir, IfliLi^ should 
not meet with the approbation otf those, MoHlwhom I 
sojourn; but I am always pleased, when prayer is pro- 
posed tc^me*^ I prayed, and my heart was greatly en- 
larged and softened. When we parted* for the night, 
my kind host solemnly requested, that I would think of 
what he had said. • Al&sbl he need not to have nif^e this 
request; it was impossible .to banish it from my mind. 
Wnen I entere4,my chamber, and shut the door, I burst 
into tears; I would, have given the world, that I had 
never left England. I fejt, as if the haijd of God was in 
the events, which had bVoi^ht me to this place, and I 
prayed most ardently, that God would assist and direct 
me by his counsel. I presented myself before Him, as a 
man bowed down by calamity; a"" melancholy outcast, 
driven by repeated afflictions of lK)dy andof mmd to seek 
refuge in private life, to sfek solitude amid -the wilds of 
America. Thou knowest, said my oppressed spirit, thou 
knowest, O Lord, that, if it had pleased thee, I would have 
preferred death, as the safest, and most sure retreat^ but 
Thou hast not seen fit to indulge my wishes in this re- 
spect. In thy providence, thou hast brought me into this 
new world; thou %eest how I am oppressed bjWBplicit*- 
tions to sp^ak unto the people the words of life; tfaoii 
knowest, that I am not sufficient for these things; thpu God 
of m^ fathers, thou God of the strteiger, look witji jity- 
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upon the poor, 'lonely wanderer, now before thee. 
thou, that slttesl in uie heavens, and rulest in the earth, 
and who assurest^tts, that a hair of our head cannot fail, 
4innoticedi)y thee; O thou, who kindly dirc0test us, thy 
poor dependant creatures, to acknowledge thee in all 
their ways, an^ to make their requests known unto thee 
in every time of affliction, beheld thy poor dependent, 
eupplic&ting thee Xor thy ^kind direG|ion and protection; 
if thou hast infleed put it into the heart of thy servant to 
.demand of me, the meanest and weakest of all, to whom 
thou didst ever give power to believe in the name of thy" 
Son, to declare unto him, and the people of this place, 
the gospel of thy grace O God ! in mercy prepare me, 
prepare me for so vast an undertaking, and let thy pre- 
sence be with me; strengthen me, O Lord, by thy mighty 
spirit. And ifit.be not thy pleasure thus to employ me, 
— ^for tnou, O God, wilt send, by whom thou wilt send, — 
graciously manifest thy ^will, ihat so I may not by any 
me^ns be drawn int^ a snare. Thou art the sinner's 
friend, thou art the only friend I have. .To thee, O thou 
Compassionate Father of fny spirit, encouraged by thy 
gracious jMpmises, I make application. Pity, O pity the 
destitute iphinger; )eave me not, I most earnestly entreat 
thee, to my own direction. 

Thus did I pray, thus did I weep through tfa^ greater 
part of the night; dreading more than death, even sup- 
posing death an object of dread, the thought of engag- 
ing, asp public character.. On liii^ one hand, I discover- 
ed, that if there be a ruling power, a superintending 
providence, the account, given by the extraordinary man 
under whose roof I reposed, evinced its operation; that, 
if the heart of the creature be indeed in the hand of the 
Creator, it Was manifest, thal^dTd had disposed the heart 
of this man to view me as His messenger, sent for the 
purpose of declarinff the council of nis peace to his 
creatures^ On the other hand, I recollected, that the 
heart is deceitful, above" all things; that the devices of 
the adversary are manifold; and thatyhad it been the 
will of God, that I should have become a promulgator of 
the gospel of his grkce, he would have qualified me for 
an object of such infinite magnitude^ if I testified of 
Jesus according to the scriptures, I well knew upon what 
I must caleulate; the clergy, of all denominations, would .< 
unite tofoppose me. ' For 1 had never l7iet with any indik^' *. 
vidual of that order, either in the Church of Rome; or ^ «. 
elsewhere, who were believers of the Gospel, that food 
preached unto AbrahUhi, that, in Christ Jesus, alWtfae 



]#F£ OF REV. JOHN ^IVRRAT 141 

faritUes of the earth should be blessed; nor did they, as 
far as^had known, embrace the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion, comuiitted uuto the apostles, namely, that God was 
in ChHst, reconciling the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting unto them their trespasses; nor did they acknowl- 
edge the restitution of all things, test^ed by all God*s 
holy prophets ever since the world began. To these doc- 
trines I supposed clergymen in this, as well as in the 
country I had left, united in their opposition; and con- 
vinced that there were no enemies in the world more 
po\i|prfu1, than the clergy, I trembled at the thought of 
stemming ^lie fuU tide of'their displeasure. I was per- 
suaded that people in general, being under the dominion 
of the clergy, would hate where they hated, and report 
what they Teported. Acquainted in some measure with 
human namre, and with divine revelation, I was certain, 
tb^, if I appeared in the character of a real disciple of 
Cmist Jesus; if 1 dared to declare the Avhole truth of 
God, all manner of evil would be said of me; and, 
although it might be </a^e/y said, while the iwoenioT of 
the slander would be conscious of its falsehood, the ma- 
jority of those who heard would yield it cre(&t, and I 
should become the victim of their credulity. 

I knew how Mr. Relly had suffered in Ensland, and 
the Apostles in Judea; and being a believer in the testimo- 
ny of God, I was assured, if my doctrines were the same, 
my treatment would be similar. All this rose to my view, 
and the prospect was tremendous. Thus I passed the 
night, and the ensuing morning witnessed my indisposi- 
tion both of body and mind. My good friend renewed 
hb solicitations. ' Will you, sir, speak to me, and to 
my neighbors, of the things which belong to our peace ?* 
Seeing only thick woods, the tavern across the field ex- 
cepted, I requested to know what he nieant^by neigh- 
bors? ' O sir, we assemble a large congregation, when- 
ever the meeting-house is opened; inde^, when my 
father first settled here, he was obliged to go twenty miles 
to grind a bushel of corn, but there are. now more than 
seven hundred inhabitants within that distance.' I was 
* amazed; indeed every thing I saw, and every thing Ihea^fc 
amazed me; nothing, except the religion^f the p^opHp^.; 
resembled what I had lefl behind. '7* 

My mind continued subjected to the most torturing re- 
flections. I c^uld not bring myself to yield to the en- 
treaties of Mr. Potter, and still I urged the necesoity of 
departing, the moment the wind would answer. Mr. 
Fotte|^ was positive the wind would not change, uctil I 



7e^ 



I41i i^irs <Hr K£v. JOHN muerAt. 

bad spoken to the people. Most ardently did Id^ge to 
escape the importunities of this good man. 'M^dea 
of a crowd, making a public exhibition of myself,- was, 
to my desolate, wo-wom mind, intolerable; and the sus- 
pense, in which I was held was perfectly agonizing. I 
could not forbear acknowledging an uncommon coinci- y 
dence of circumstances. The hopes and feiffs of t | [ k^ | 



honest man, so long in operation, yet he evinced V^iwj 
warmth of disposition, and was evidently tiilctiiredi^* 
enthusiasm; but, after making every allowance for diese 
propensities, it could not be denied, that an 0Ypr-i|liDg 
Fower seemed to operate, in an unusaal, 'an9' ren\^rka- 
ble manner. I could not forbear looking back upon the 
mistakes, made during our passage^ even to the conunj[ 
in to this particular inlet, where no vessel, o^the size of 
the brig < Hand-in-Hand,' had ever before entered; 
every circumstance contributed to bring me to this hope. 
Mr. Potter's addi^ss on seeing me; hm assurance, that he 
knew I. was on board the vessel, when he saw her at a 
distance: all these considerations pressed with powerful 
conviction on my mind, and I was ready to say. If God 
Almighty has, in his providence, so ordered events, as to 
brin^ me into this country for the purpose of making 
manifest the savor of his name, and of bringing many to 
the knowledge of the truth; thouffh I would infinitelv 
prefer death, to entering into a cnaracfer, > which win 
subject me to what is. infinitely worse than death; yet, 
as the issues of life and death are not under my direc- 
tion, am I not bound to submit to. the dispensations of 
providence? I wished, however, to be convinced, that 
M was the will of God, that I should step forth in a 
character, which would be considered as obnoxious as 
truly detestable. I was fully convinced, it was not by 
the will df the flesh, nor by the will of the Vorld, nor 
by the will of the god of this world; ajl these were 
strongly opposed thereto. One moment, I felt my res- 
olution give way; the path, pointed out, seemed to 
biiffhten upon ^e: but the next, the difSculties, from 
within and witliout, obscured the prospect, and 1 relapsed^ 
into a firm reiplution to shelter myself, in solitude, 
ftom the hop^, tand fears, and the various contentions of 
men. 

While I thus balanced, the Sabbath advanced. I had 
ventured to implojce the God, who had sometimes eon 
descended to indulge individuals with tokens of his ap 
probation, graciously to indulge me, upon this important 
occasion; and that, if it were his will^ that I should ob- 
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tainTljp desire of ray soul, by passing through life in a 
private pharacter. If it were no* his will, that I should 
engage as a preacher of the ministry of reeoncilieCtion, 
he would vouchsafe to grant me such « wind, as might 
bear me from this shore, before the return of anothef 
Sabbath. I determined to take the changing of the wind 
for an answer; and, had the wind changed, it would 
have borne on its wings full conviction, because it 
would have corresponded with my wishes. But the 
wind changed not, and Saturday morning arrived. * Well,' 
said my anxious friend, 'now let me give notice to my 
neigi^bors.' No, sir, not yet, should the wind change in 
thjQijIliddle of the aflernoon, I must depart. No tongue 
can tell, nor heart conceive, how much I suffered this 
afternoon; but the evening came on, and it was nQ«es- 
saiy I should determine'; and at last, with much feaiL, 
and trembling, I yielded a reluctant consent. Mr. Pot? 
ter then immediately despatched his servants, on horse- 
back, to spread the intelligence far and wide, and they 
were to continue their information, until ten in the eve- 
ning. 
I had no rest through the nights What should Lsay, 

or how address the people ? Yet I recollected the aomo- 
aition of our Lord: < Take no thought what you shall 
say; it shall he given you in thai 'same hour, what you 
shail «<3n/.' Ay, but this promise was made to his disci- 
ples. Well, by this, I shall know if I am a disciple. If 
Grod, in his providence, ^s committing to me a dispensa- 
tion of « the gospel. He will furnish me with matter, 
without my thought or care. If this thing be not of God, 
He will desert me, and this shall be another sign; on 
this, then, I rested. Sunday morning succeeded; my 
host was in transports^ I was — I cannot describe HonK 
I was. I entered the house; it was neat and convenient, 
expressive of the character of the builder. There were 
no pews; the pulpit was rather in the Quaker mode;* 
the seats were constructed with backs, roomy, and even 
elegit. I said there were no pews; there was one large 
square pew, just before the pulpit; in this sat the vene- 
rable man and his family, particu^r friends, and visit- 
.ng strangers. In this pew sat, upon this occasion this 
happy man, ai^, surely, no man 5 upon this side of 
heaven, was ever mJfre completely happy. He looked 
up to the pulpit with eyes sparkling witn pleasure; it ap- 
peared to him, as the fulfilment of a promise long defer- 
red; and he reflected, with abundant consolation, on the 
strong faith, which he had cherished, while his associates 
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would cauDtiii^ly question, * Well, Potter, where is this 
minister, who is to be sent to you ?' ' He is coining 
along, in God's own good time.' ' And do you still 
believe any such preacher will visit you ?' ' O yes, assu- 
redly.' lie reflected upon all this, and tears of transport 
filled his eyes; he looked round upon the people, and 
every feature seemed to say, * There, what think you 
now?, When I returned to his house, he caught me in 
his arms, * Now, now I am willing to depart; Oh, my 
Godl I will praise thee; thou hast granted me my de- 
sire. After this truth I have been seeking, but I have never 
found it,until now; I knew, that God, who put it into my 
heart to build a house for his worship, would send a secant 
of his own to proclaim his own gospel. I knew he would; 
I kqew the time was come, when 1 saw the vessel ground- 
ed; I knew, you were the man, when I saw you approach 
*ny door, arhd my heart leaped for joy.' Visitors poured 
into the house; he took each by the hand. This is the 
happiest day of my life,' said the transported man: 
* There, neighbors, there is the minister Grod promised 
to send me; how do you like God's minister;' I ran from 
the company, and prostrating myself before the throne 
of gface, besought my God to take me, and do with me, 
whatever he pleased. I am, said I, I am, O Lord God, 
in thine hand, as clay in the hand of the potter. If thou 
in thy providence, hast brought m^ into this new world 
to make known unto this people the grace and the bless- 
ings of the new covenant; if thou hast thought proper, 
by making choice of so weak an instrument, to confound 
the wise; if thou hast been pleased to show to a babe, 
possessing neither wisdom nor prudence, what thou iiast. 
hid from the wise and prudent,- — ^be it so, O Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight. But, O my merciful 
God ! leave me not, I beseech thee, for a single moment; 
for without thee, I can do nothing. O, make thy strength 
perfect in my weakness, that the world mav see that 
thine is the power, and that therefore thine ought to be the 
glory. Thus my heart prayed, while supplicating tears 
bedewed my face. 

I felt, however, relieved and tranquillized, for I had 
power given me to trust in the Lord; to stay upon the 
God of my salvation. Immediately upbi^ »ny return to 
the company, ray boatmen entered the hdtise: ' The wind 
is fair, sir.' Well, then, we will depairt. It is late in 
the afternoon, but no matter, I will embark directly; I 
havo been determined to embrace the first opportunity, 
well knowing the suspense the captain must be in, and 
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the pain attendant thereon. Accordingly, as soon as 
matters could be adjusted, I set off; but not till my old 
friend, taking me by the hand, said: 'Tou are now 
going to New York; I am afraid you will, when there, 
foTget the man, to whom yx)ur Master sent you. But I 
do beseech you, come back to me again as soon as ppssi- 
fole.' The tears gushed into his eyes, and, regarding me 
with a look, indicative of the strongest affection, he threw 
his arms around me, repeating his importunites, that I 
would not unnecessarily delay my return. I was greatly 
affected, reiterating the strongest assurances, that I would 
conform to his wishes. Why should I not? said I; what 
Is there to prevent me? ^I do not know an individual in 
New York; no one knows me; what should induce me 
to tarry there ? ' Ah, my friend,' said he, ' you will find 
many in New York, who will love and admire you, and 
they will wish to. detain you in that city. But you have 
promised you will return, and I am sure you will perform 
vbur promise; and in the mean time, may the God of 
heaven be with you.' Unable to reply, I hurried from 
his door; and, on entering the vessel, I found the good 
old man had generously attended, to what had made no 
part of my care, by making ampje provision, both for me 
and the boatmen, during our little voyage. 

I retired to the cabin; I had leisure for serious reflec- 
tions, and serious reflections crowded upon me. I was 
astonished, I was lost in wonder, in love, and praise; I 
saw, as evidently as I could see any object, visibly 
exhibited before me, that the good hand of God was in 
all these things. It is, I spontaneously exclaimed, it is the 
Lord's doings! and it is marvellous in my eyes. It 
appeared to me, that I could trace the hand of God, in 
bringing me, through a long <:hain of events, to such a 
place, to such a person, so evidently prepared for nij 
reception; and. while I acknowledged the will -of God, 
manifested respecting my public character, I at the same 
moment diplmguished the kindness of God, evinced b> 
his indulging me:with a retirement so exactly suited to 
my wishes. The house was neat, the situation enchant- 
ing, it was on the margin of the deep, on the side of an 
extensive bay, which abounded with iish of every descrip- 
tion, and a grefit variety of water fowl. On the other 
side of this dwelling, af^er passing over a few fields, 
(which at that time stood thick with corn,) venerable 
woods, that seemed the coevals of time, presented a 
^jieene for contemplation fit, towering, majestic, and 
flning the devotional mind with a religious awe.* I 
IS 
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reflected, therefore, with augmenting gratitude to my 
heavenly Father, upon the pressing invitation, he had 

fut into the heart of his faithful servant to give me; and 
determined" to hasten back to this delightful retreat, 
where nothing, but the grandeur of simple nature, exhib- 
ited in the surrounding objects, and the genuine operations 
of the divine spirit on the heart of the hospitable master, 
awaited my approach. 

I had not the least idea of tarrying in New York a 
moment longer, than to see the captain, deliver up my 
charge, and receive my baggage, and I resolved to return, 
by the first opportunity, to my benevolent friend. And 
thus did I make up my mind: Well, if it.be so, I am 
grateful to God, that the business is thus adjusted. If I 
must be a promulgator of these glad, these vast, yet 
obnoxious tidings, I shall however be sheltered in the 
bosom of friendship, in jthe bosom of retirement. I will 
employ myself on the grounds "bf my friend, thus earning 
my own support, and health will be a concomitant; while 
I will preach the glad tidings of salvation, free as the 
light of heaven.. The business, thus arranged, I became 
reconciled to the will of the Almighty, and 1 commenced, 
with tolerable Himposure, another, and very important, 
stage of my various life. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Record continued from the September of 1770 to the Win 

ter of 1774, 

' Armed with the sword of Jesse's youthful son, 
'Engaged with ardor in the freedom won 
By Christ; the anointed God of earth and heaven, 
Dacre nobly, Murray, tell the boon that's siven. 

Motto by a JFHend. 

Behold me now entering upon a new stage of the 
journey of life, a professed preacher of the gospel. Of 
my inability for an undertaking so vast, I retained a con- 
tinued and depressing sense; but I deterq;iined to be as 
consistent, and as useful, as possible; I would be an as- 
sistent to my new friend in his agricultural and fishing 
employments; and, upon every returning Sunday, I wi>uld 
preach to him the truth as it is in Jesus; I had not the mpst 
remote idea of ever preachinjij any where,^ut in the house. 
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which he had built; and thus I should questionless be in- 
dulged with the retirement, which had been the prime 
object of my voyage. Thus consolatory were my reflec- 
tions upon my passage to New York; at which place I 
arrived about noon, upon the ensuing day. I inquired 
for the captain, delivered up my charge, took my baggage 
from the brig Hand-in-Hand, and secured a lodging, un- 
til I could obtain a passage back to the hospitable mansion 
I had left. But the day had not closed in, before a num- 
ber of persons visited me, earnestly soliciting me to speak 
to them of the things of the kingdom ! I was immeasura- 
bly astonished; totally a stranger in the city, I could 
scarcely believe I was not in a dream. The boatman, 
however, having given an account of me on their €u*rival, 
the intelligence was wafted from one end of the city unto 
the other; and the people, being anxious to hear some- 
thing new, and from a new preacher, became extremely 
importunate^ I could not deny that I had preached; but 
I gave the solicitors to understand, that I ^d absolutely 
engaged to return by the first, opportunitv, ahd that, of 
course I was not at liberty to comply with Hieir irequest. 
They promised they would insure me a speedy and eli- 
gible conveyance, if I would consent to give them a dis- 
burse in the Baptist meeting-house;- and i|^^ »me ilg ^ 
possible to resist their persuasions. TJfe house wu 
thronged, and the bearers so well sads|nd, as to solicit, 
most earnestly, my continuance amoi;gtnem. But this I 
was not disposed to do; this I could not do; toy wor^ 
my honor was engaged to my first American friend; &n^ 
when duty is seconded by iitclinatidn, perseverance be- 
comes a matter of course. Upwards of a week'elapsed, 
before the earnestly sough t-for passage presented during 
which period I frequently preached and to crowded 
houses. I was gratified by the marked attention of many 
characters. Novelty is rarely destitute of attraction. 
Even the minister extended to me the hand of apparent 
friendship; which I accounted for upon a supposition, 
that he was ignorant of my testimony. 1 made .use of the 
same scriptures, which he made use of; and he Was not 
apprized, that I ^Ided them unqualified credence. I had 
no doubt, that, so soon as he should be informed, that I 
believed what I delivei'ed, he .would condemn, as much as 
he now appeared to approve. Yet some few there were, 
firm, unchanging friends, whose attachment to me, and 
m^ testimony, has to this moment continued unbroken, 
soon as an .^^portunity to return presented, I very 
ler^lly embr^ed it; and I felt my heart bound with 
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Sleasure, at the thought of that meeting, mrhich, a few 
ays before, I would have died to avoid. The charming 
retreat, in the gift of my friend, was, in my estimation, 
highly preferable to New York, and all which it could 
bestow : and I longed most earnestly to quit the one, and 
to return to the other. A number of friends accompa- 
nied me to the vessel, and we parted, with expressions of 
regret. A single day produced me a^ain in the abode of 
geimine. Christian friendship; to which I was welcomed 
with every demonstration of heart-felt joy. 

Here, then, I considered I had found a permanent 
home; that a final period was at length put to my wander- 
ings; and after all my apprehensive dread, from being 
drawn into the public character, now, that I had a prosr 
pect of sustaining this public «haracter, in so private a 
manner, I was not only reconciled, but tranquiluzed, and 
happy. I had leisure to retrospect my past life, and I 
was filled with astonishment when I beheld all thii vari- 
ous paths, which I had trod, ultimately leading me to a 
uniform contemplation of redeeminff love; nor could I 
forbear exclaiming : Great and marvellous are thy works. 
Lord God Almighty ! just and true are thy ways, O, thou 
Kififf of saints! 
■^ The winter now apmoached. and with ha9t.v strideft? 

Uiv worthy friend was diligently gathering in the fruits 
of the earth. I was disposed to aid him to the utmost of 
my abilities. He could not bear the thought of my labor- 
ing in the field, ' Why need you ^ have you not enough 
to engage your attention,, in the business on which you 
are sent? ' Believe me, ray friend, my employment in 
your field, will not interrupt my reflections. I can study 
better in the field, than in my chamber; it requires but 
little study to deliver simple, plain, ffosjpel truth; to per-, 
vert this truth, requires a vast deal of wordly wisdom. 
Let me, my dear sir, do as I please; I have fixed upon a 
plan, with which you shall b^e acquainted, when the 
labors of the day are closed. In the evening, when the 
cheerful fire blazed upon the hearth, and we were seated 
in the well-lighted parlor; ' Come,' said the good man, 
' now for your plan.' I think, my deaiSsir, said I, I am 
at length convinced, that God in his providence has 
thought proper to appoint me, howeverunworthy, to the 
mini8ti7 of the new testament^ and while persuaded tjiat 
our common Father has committed a dispensation of the 
gospel to me, and that a wo is pronounced against me, 
if 1 preach it not, it \vill be impossible I should rem€iii:i 
silei)t: but, Knowing, as I do, something of the nature 
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of man, and of the situation of preachers, in general, 
I am/ for myself determined not tp make a ga|n of 
godliness; I will make no provision for myself. I 
have abundance of cloathing; and as to food, I will eat 
of whatever is set before me, asking no question, either 
for the sake of conscience, or appetite j and for my drink, 
nothing is so salutary for me^ as cold water. I am per* 
vsuaded, I shall not live long in this world; at least, I 
hope I shall not. I am alone in the world; I shall want 
but little here, ' nor want that little long.' I reject, then, 
with my whole soul L>i*eject, the liberal offer, you so re- 
cently made me, of a fixed .stipend. I will have no sala* 
ry, I wll have no collections, I will preach the gospel, 
freely. I will work in your fields, I will eat at your table, 
f wiU slake my thirst at the limpid stream which furnishes 
your family; but you shall make no change in the order 
of your house, on my account. I will associate with your 
associates. I exjTect to meet thein^ at the table of my 
great Lord and Master, in mansions beyond the grave; 
and shall I hesitate to meet them, upon equal terms, in 
this lower world? I am pleased with your situation; 
with your house of worship; with your neighbors; with 
every thing I ani pleased; and if that God, who brought 
me hither, will graciously vouchsafe to indulge me with 
the privilege of tarrying here, until I am liberated from 
this body of sin and death, I shall be still better pleased. 
' The good old man could no longer suppress his feel* 
ings. He arose from his seat, caught me in his arms, 
essayed to speak, paused, and at length i^jLclaimed : ' O 
my God, is it possible? Why such, I have thought, 
ministers of Jesus Christ ought to be.' But, my friend, 
I replied, every minister of Jesus Christ cannot live, as I 
can. I have no family, no home, no want. If I had a 
family? I should be worse than an infidel, not to make 
provisions for my household; but God, by separating me 
from my beloved companion, and my cherub boy, has 
enabled me to preach the gospel, freely. I never saw- 
any man so delighted, and especially with my determina- 
tion to continue with him. Dear, kind-hearted man, 
both he, and I, tftn believed, that death only could sepa- 
rate us.* Jn a place, so remote from the world, I im- 

* If the reader wishes to peruse a de ineation of the feelings of the 

■abject of this biography, upon visiUng this delightful retreat, after 

./the demise of its philanthropic owner, with a sermon, preached upon 

' the occasion, he may see both in the eleventh Letter, Vol. I. of the 

' Letters and Sketches of Sermons,' recently published by the now 

departed preacher. ^ En. 

^ 13* 
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agiued I should eujoy, uninterruptedly, every wish of my 
heart; and again and again I felicitated myself m the 
prospect of miishing iny weary life in this sweet, this 
calm retreat, unincumbered by care, — conferring, as well 
as receiving, benefits, — nobly independent, — possessing 
all which the tn^acherous world could now bestow. 
Thus I went on, — pleased, and pleasing. I had leisure 
for converse with myself, with my Bible, and my God. 
The letters of my Eliza were a source of mournfully pen- 
sive consolation, — they were multiplied, — and I had 
carefully preserved them. ^ Many a time have I shed 
over them the private, the midnight tear; and reading 
them thus late, when I have fallen into a sweet slumber, 
1 have met the lovely author in my dreams, and our 
meeting has been replete with consolation, with such 
high * intercourse, as can only be realized in heaven. 
Our Sundays were indeed blessed holy-days; people 
began to throng from all quarters on horseback; some 
from the distance of twenty miles. I was at first pleased 
with this, so 'was my patron; but multiplied invitations 
to visit other places, saddened our spirits. I dreaded the 
thought of departing from home, and, in the fulness of 
my heart, 1 determined I would never accede to any re- 
quest, which should bear me from a seclusion, so com- 
pletely commensurate with my wishes.^ Alas ! alas ! how 
little do we know of ourselves, or our destination. So- 
licitations, earnest solicitations, poured in from the Jer- 
sies, from Philadelphia, and from New York; audit be- 
came impossible to withstand their repeated and impos- 
ing energy. 

The first visit I made, was to a xHlage about eight 
miles'from my late-found home. My patt'on accompanied 
ine, and we were joyfully received, h^ a serious and 
respectable family, who embraced, with devout hearts, 
the truth, as it is in Jesus; and who were consequently 
saved from all those torturing fears, that had previously 
harrowed up their spirits, in the dread expectation of 
those everlasting burnings, which they believed awaited 
themselves and their offspring. In th^ village, I one 
morning entered a house, and behela ^ a' fond mother 
weeping over an infant, who lay sweetly sleening in her 
arms. Sympathy for the sorrowing mother moistened 
my eye; and, supposing that her tears flowed from some 
domestic distress, or pecuniary embarrassmeni;, I endea- 
vored to console her, by observing, that the world was 
very wide,' and that God was an all sufficient Father 
' Alas ! sir,' she replied, ' I never, in the whole cours^e of 
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my life, experienced a moment's anxiety from the dread 
of my children, or myself, suffering the want either of 
food, or raiment. No, sir, my fears are, that they will 
be sufferers through the wasteless ages of eternity, in 
tlia,t state of torment, from whence there is no reprieve; 
and that they will continually execrate their parents, as 
the wretched instruments of bringing them into being. 
I have eight children, sir; and c^ I be so arrogant, as to 
believe that all these children are elected to everlasting 
Ufa? ' But, my dear ladv, you have reason to believe 
they will be saved, whether they be elected or not, be- 
cause Christ Jesus is the Saviour of all men. This did 
not satisfy her. I took up the bible, which lay upon her 
desk, and the first scripture, which "met my view, was the 
I'iTth Psalm. I glanced my eye upon the Sd verse of 
that Psalm : ' Lo, children are the heritage of the Lord, 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward.' I did not re- 
collect this passage; it was the first time it had met my 
particular observation; but it has ever since been right 
precious to my soul, i merely opened the bible, in the; 
expectation of finding something to Isoothe a sorrowing ' 
mother, and this most pertinent passage broke upon me, 
with unequalled splendor. I was fnyself astonished, and . 
presenting the sacred passage, I remarked: There, 
madam, God has ^sent you, for your consolation, this 
livine discovery. You have been unhappy, because you 
did not know, that your children were God's children,- 
and that He loved them as well, yea, infinitely better, 
than you can pretend to love them. Nay, look at the 
passage : you see your childi'en are the heritage of God, 
they are his reward; will He give His heritage to His 
adversary ? or will He suffer him to seize any part there- 
of, if He ha^ sufficient power to prevent it.? Again and 
again, the fond mother perused the passage; gradually 
her countenance changed, and the cloud dispersed; a 
flood of tears burst from her eyes; she brightened up, 
and, pressing her babe to her maternal bosom, rapturously 
exclaimed: 'Blessed, blessed God, they are not mine; 
they are thine, O Almighty Father; and thou wilt not be 
regardless of thine own ? ' I never saw more joy in con- 
sequence of believing, than I then beheld. Ten years 
aflerwards, I again saw this parent, and asked her, what 
she thought of her children ? Blessed be God, said she, 
they are God'^s children; and I have never had an un- 
happy moment respecting their future state, since my 
Redeemer has been graciously pleased to make known 
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onto me his soul-satisfying truth. No, sir, my spirit is 
oot DOW a sorrowing spirit. 

Again a letter was handed me from New York, earnest 
ly entreating me to pay them a visit. Arrangements 
were made for my passage in the vessel by which 1 
received the' solicitation ^ To a summons so pressing, 1 
dared not turn a deaf ear. In fact, a revolution had 
taken { lace in m^ min# It appeared to me, that I was 
bighly reprehensible in thus withdrawing myself from 
the tour of duty, which seemed appointed forme; and I 
determined never to seek, directly or indirectly^ for an 
open door, and never afain to refuse entering any door 
which Providence should open. It is true, I never wish- 
ed to receive an invitation; but I wad aware, that the 
direction of me and my movements were in the hands of 
infinite wisdom; and promising my benevolent host, that 
I wo.uld return as soon as possible, I departed for Ne^ 
York.' My reception surpassed my expectations, and 
even my wishes. Many persons, anxious to detain me 
in their city, went so far, as to hand about a subscription- 
paper, for the purpose of building for me a house of 
public worship. It was completely filled in one day, 
when application was made to me to abide with them 
continually. 1 urged, my absolute promise given, and 
my inclination, prompting my return to Good Luck, the 
name of the place where my friend Potter dwelt. They 
were astonished at my determination to reside in such a 
piac9, when the city of New York was opening its arms 
to receive me; but, on my repeating the circumstances, 
attendant upon my arrival there, they seemed disposed 
to acquiesce, and to acknowledge the ^ood hand of God 
outstretched for my direction. The Baptist meeting- 
house was again open to me, and the congregations were 
very large; ray friends multiplied very fast, and I became 
gradually attached to this city. Yet I ardently desired to 
return to the home of my choice, and, afler spending a 
few weeks in New York, I once more hailed my provi- 
dential residence; numbers of warm-hearted friends 
accompanying me, as before, even to the vessel's side, 
where they offered up to heaven their most fervent 
prayers in my behalf. My heart was greatly affected, I 
was warmly attached to many in New York. The 
family of Col. Drake, and many others now no more, 
were very dear to me. I reached home in ffood health, 
and was received with great joy; even the servants 
seemed to participate the benevolence of their master. 
In fact, havmg nothing in the habitation of my friend to 
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render me uneasy, my mind became more tranquil, than 
it had been for many years; and, at peace in my own 
breast, I consequently contributed to the happiness of all 
around me. Thus I continued in undisturbed repose, 
until a Baptist minister from New Jersey* believing my 
sentiments precisely in unison with his own, conceived a 
strong affection for me. He solicited me to become a 
member of his church, that I might obtain a license from 
their association. Of course, I declined his friendly of- 
fers; for I well knew, when he discovered I really believ- 
ed the gospel, which I preached, uniting with his brethren, 
he would be as anxious to exclude me from his synagogue, 
as he now was to receive me.'- He pressed me however, 
to visit him, which I did, accompanied by my patron, 
who, to his great mortification, was necessitated to leave 
me there. In this gentleman's pulpit I preached; I 
lodged in his house; and i*eceived fi^m him every mark 
of attention, until my unbending refusal of all collections, 
and the partiality ^ of his friends, visibly diminished his 
regards. I had calculated upon this change, and it did 
not therefore astonish me. He was, however, a warm- 
hearted man, and as sincere, as men in general are. In 
this place I was introduced to many worthy characters, 
T^ko, as a part of the election,- obtained a knowledge of 
truth, as it is in Jesus; among the rest was a justice 
Pangbrun, a venerable old gentleman, who had for many 
vears been considered by his brethren, as an oracle. 
This gentleman heard me, and discovered, ^aj my testi-* 
mony was not in unison with the teaching^ to which he 
had listened. He became sedulously intent upon detec- 
ting my errors, and he soon discovered I was wrong, and 
as soon, kindly endeavored to set me right; bnt, as there 
was no other way of effectuating his wishee^ but by the 
word of God,— for I refused all other authority ,---he was 
soon convinced, upon searching the sacred writings for 
proofe of my heresy, that it was he himself, who had 
wandered from that precious truth once delivered to tha 
saints. Without hesitation, he renounced his former 
views, and continued ever after an able and zealous 
advocate for the truth, preached by Abraham. It was 
now noised abroad, that I was an erroneous teacher;^ 
The clergyman, who was so warmly attached to me, 
while he believed me a Calvinistic Baptist, now com- 
menced a most inveterate adversary; and his opposition 
published more extensively my name, and peculiar tenets. 
Curiosity was excited, and I became the object of general 
inauiry. It is a melancholy truth, that esteem, and 
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consequent friendship, are not generally so ©iierative 
upon the human mind, as rancor and enmity: my ex- 

Eerience is in unison with this observation. I hastened 
ack to my calm retreat; alas! it was no longer my 
peaeejul home, — ^for, although no change had taken place 
m the ho6se of my friend, yet the influence of my 
clerical enemy, pursued me. Opposition, however, begat 
opposition; and, while I was hated by the many, I 
was loved and caressed by the few. Solicitations to 
preach were multiplied from every quarter, and, although 
there was no abatement in the attachment of my patron, 
yet the estrangement of some individuals in our vicinity, 
diminished the difficulty of accepting invitations, and I 
was induced to vijit a few warm-hearted individuals, in 
the neighborhood of my implacable foe. Upon my 
arrival there, I discovered a want, of which I had not 
until then been conscious : I wanted a horse. A single 
hint was sufficient; a horse was imm^iately procured, 
and, so ardent was the affection of my adherents, that I 
could not express a wish, which they were not eager to 
gratify; but my wishes were very much bounded, and my 
wants few and simple. 

An invitation from Philadelphia being frequently and 
eamestlv repeated, I repaired to thafcity; a respectable 
circle of fHends awaited me there. The Baptist minister 
invited me to his house, and his pulpit. He questioned' 
me in private, and, in the course of our conversation, he 
frequently repeated: « Christ, in us, the hope of glory, ^ 
I ventured to ask. Pray, sir, what do you understand by 
Christ, in us, the hope of glory 7 ' Why, sir, in looking 
into my heart, I find something in it, which I had not 
some years ago.' Do you, sir, call this something, 
Christ? 'Undoubtedly.' But, sir, all the angels of God 
worship Christ; all the ends of the earth are admonished 
to look unto Christ, and be saved; we are exhorted to 
trust in him at all times; and to believe, that there is no 
other name given under heaven, among men, whereby 
we can be saved. Now, my good sir, suffer me to ask, 
would it be safe for angels in heaven, or men upon earth, 
to worship that somethtT^, you have in your heart, which 
you had not there some years ago ? would it be safe for 
all the ends of the earth, or any of the inhabitants of the 
world, to look to that something for salvation.^ could I, 
or any other person, trust, at all times, to that something? 
* Then, sir, if this be not Christ, what can the passage I 
have cited mean?' .Certainly, sir, this cannot be the 
Christ Paul preached. The Christ, Paul preachecl, WM 
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crucified; he was buried; he arose; he ascended; and 
the heavens must contain him, until the time of the 
restitution of all things. ' But how then is it that this 
ChtiH can be in us the hope of glory V Why, sir, the 
Christian has no other hope of glory, than Jesus Christ, 
entered within the vail; and this Saviour is, in his hearty 
the object of his trust cor^dence^ and affection. You 
have, sir, as I understand, a t eloved wife in Europe; but, 
although the Western ocean rolls between you, yet you 
may say, she is ever in your heart, and no one would be 
at a loss to understand you; but if you were to tell them, 
your conjugal affection was your wife, they would stare 
at you : and yet it would be as proper to say, your conju- 
gal affection was your wife, as to say your love to God, 
or any other good, and proper propensity, was your 
Christ. No, my dear sir, these are not that Christ, 
the things of which, the Spirit of truth taketh, and show- 
eth ^hem^ to men, as the matter of their rejoicing. The 
Christ, of whom you speak, can be no other than the 
false Christ; that is, something which is called Christ, 
but is not Christ. The Christ, of whom you speak, as 
your hope of glory, was never seen by any body, and is 
itself nobody. It neither suffered for your sinS, nor rose 
for your justification; and it is therefore most unworthy 
to be held in reverence. This conversation, as may be 
supposed, made this gentleman exceeding angry; and I 
was not a little surprised to hear him, although he imme- 
diately broke up the conference, insisted upon my comins 
the ensuing day (Sunday), according to promise, to preach 
in his pulpit. The intelligence ran through the city, 
that 1 was to preach in the Baptist meeting-house, and 
numbers flocked to hear, t came, I entered the parlor 
of the reverend gentleman; many of the members of his 
church were present, and a young candidate for the 
ministry. The gentleman, who invited me, and who 
repeated his invitation on parting with me, arose, and 
throwing upon me a most indignant glance, took the 
younff gentleman by the hand, and led him into the 
meeting-house, which was adjoining to his dwelling, 
leaving me standing in his parlor. I now perceived, 
why he had insisted upon my coming to preach for him. 
But it was not wonderful; I had spoken contemptibly of 
his Christ, and he took rank among my inveterate foes; 
yet I had, among his connexions, a tew friends, who, 
indignant at the treatment I had received, redoubled their 
caresses. There was at this time a small company who 
assembled at a place, kno^vn by the name of Bachelor's- 



Hall; they were uuacquaintcd A\ith the truth I delivefedj 
yet, willing to hear for themselves, they invited me to 
preach for them. Halting between two opinions, they 
solicited aid from a minister of another persuasion; and 
they requested me to hear him, to which I readily con- 
sented. The preacher selected his textu ^Behold the 
Lamb of Ood^ toko taketh away the sin of the world,' He 
commenced his comment: * My friends, I shall undertake 
to prove, that Jesus never did, nor never will take away 
the sin of the world.' I was astonished, and the persons, 
asking my attendance, were abashed. The preacher 
added: * It is impossible Christ can have taken away the 
sin of the worltf, for then all the world must be saved.' 
This was unquestionable; I was exceedingly gratified, 
and the more, as this sermon, intended for my confusion, 
did much to establish that truth, of which, by the grace 
of God, I was a promulgator. 

The combined efforts of the clergy in Philadelphia 
barred ' againsf me the door of every house of public 
worship in the city. Bachelor's-Hall was in Kensington. 
But at Bachelor's-Hall the people attended, and a few 
were enabled to believe the good word of their God. 
There was in the city, a minister of the Seventh-day 
Baptist persuasion; for a season he appeared attached to 
me, but soon became very virulent m his opposition. 
He told me he passed on foot nine miles, upon the return 
of every Saturday, to preach. I asked him, how many 
his congregation contained ^ • About an hundred.' How 
many of this hundred do you suppose are elected to ever^ 
lasting life? *I cannot tell.' uo you believe fifty are 
elected.'' * Oh no, nor twenty.' Ten perhaps? ' There 
may be ten.' Do you think the non-elect can take any 
step to extricate themselves from the tremendous situa- 
tfon, in which the decrees of Heaven have placed them? 
* Oh no, they might as well attempt to pull the stars from 
the firmament of heaven.' And do you think your 
preaching can* assist them? * Certainly not; every ser- 
mon they hear will shik them deeper and deeper in dam- 
nation.' And so, then, you walk nine miles every Satur- 
day to sink ninety persons out of a'hundi*ed deepei? and 
deeper in never-ending misery ! 

Reports, injurious to my peace, were now very gener- 
allv circulated; and although I expected all manner of 
evil would be said of me falsely, for his sake, whose ser- 
vant I was, yet did the shafts of slander possess a deadly 
power, by which I was sorely wounded. Had the poi- 
soned weapon been aimed by characters, wicked in the 



tilVl or ftBT. JOHN MURRAT. 157 

eolnmon acceptation of the word, it would have fallen 
harmless; nay the fire of their indignation would have 
acted as a purifier of my name; but reports, originatinff 
fh>m those, who were deemed holy and reverend — alas ! 
their bite was mortal. Again I sighed for retirement, again 
I hastened to the bosom of my patron, and again my re- 
ception was most cordial, i et, although so much evil 
was said of me, many, glancing at the source, made 
candid deductions, and were careful to proportion their 
acts of kindness to the magnitude of my wrongs. Invi- 
tations met me upon the road, and, wafted upon the 
wings of fame, I could enter no town, or village, which 
my natne had not reached in which I did not receive 
good, and <evil treatment. The clergy and their connex- 
ions were generally inveterate enemies; while those, who 
had will and power to act for themselves, and chanced to 
be favorably impressed, wfere very warm in their attach 
ments. Thus my friends were very cordial, and my 
enemies very malignant; and, as my enemies were gen- 
erally at a distance, and my friends at my elbow, but for 
officious individuals, who brought me intelligence of ^11 
they heard, I miffht have gone on my way with abundant 
satisfaction. At Brunswick, which I had been earnestly 
solicited to visit, I was received into a most worthy family. 
The Rev. Mr. Dunham was of the Seventh-day persua- 
sion ; a man of real integrity, who, although he could not 
see, as I saw, threw open the doors ot* his meeting- 
house; conducted me into his pulpit;- and discharged 
toward me, in every particular, the duty of a Christian. 
His neighbv^r, a .clergyman, who was a First-day Baptist, 
exhibited a con;plete contrast to Mr. Dunham. He in- 
vited me, it ic true, to his house; asked me to lodge 
there; we conveAed together, prayed together, he^- 
peared very kind, v^^^d much pleased, and 1 Relieved - Wn 
my confirmed frieno until, leaving BAn^ick, I called 
upon some, whose den,-»rtment to me was the reverse'of 
what it had heretofore been. I demanded a reason; 

when they frankly informed me, that the Rev. Mr. 

had made such representations, as had destroyed all the 
pleasure, they had been accustomed to derive from my 
presence. This affected me beyond expression, a stran- 
ger as I was; and, suffering in the dread of what I had 
to expect, I turned from the door of those deceived 
persons, without uttering a word. I quitted their habi- 
tations forever; invidious remarks were made upon my 
«lence; but of these I was careless; on other occasions 
I might have been affected, but treachery from a man, 
14 
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who had entertained me so hospitably, and who stood so 
high in the ranks of piety, shocked me beyond the 
power of utterence. Upon the afternoon of this day, on 
which I had been so deeply hurt, I was engaged to de- 
liver my peaceful message in the pulpit of Mr. Dun- 
ham, in the vicinity of this perfidious man. Some time 
had elapsed since I had seen him, and I then met him 
upon the road; he advanced toward me with an extended 
hand, and a countenance expressive of Christian affec-- 
tion: ' You are a great stranger, sir.' Yes, sir, I am a 
stranger, and sojourner, in every place, as all my fathers 
were before me. * Well, how have you been, since I 
saw you?' Thanks be to God, I have been preserved 
and owned, and blessed, notwithstanding the slanders 
of the adversary, and his agents. He saw he was de- 
tected, and he determined immediately to drop the mask* 
' Well, I will do all in nw pQwer to obstruct your pro- 
gress in every place.' Had you, sir, made this declara- 
tion at an earlier period, I should at least have believed 
you an honest man. But to pass yourself upon me as 
my friend, while you were aiming at me a vital stab! 
On sir, I am astonished at you. ' And I am more astonish- 
ed at you; do you not tremble, when you think that Grod 
must have a quarrel with you? and that all His ministers 
in America hate you?' Sir, I do not believe my Creator 
is a quarrelsome Being, neither do I credit tlie informa- 
tion, that all God's ministers hate me; a minister of God 
is incapable of hating any human being. ' But are you 
not confounded, when you consider, that you must be 
right, and we wrong] or you wrong, and all God's min- 
isters right? Surely, it is more probable we should be 
all right, and you wrong, than you right and we all 
wrong.' I have no apprehensions upon this head; some 
(4pbJiiight have questioned, ' in the days of £!llijah, when 
he was oppdted^ eight hundred and fifty prophets : * Do 
you not tremble to see all these holy, and reverend priests 
on one side, and you alone on the other? either they must 
be wrong, and you right, or you wrong, and they right.' 
So in Jerusalem, our divine Master might have been 
asked : ' Are you not appalled at beholding all the minis- 
ters of God, all the rulers of the people, in opposition? 
Either they must be wrong, and you right, or you wrong, 
and they right; and which, pray, is the most probable? 
And the people might have been asked: ' Have any of' 
our rulers believed on him? He is a Devil, and mad, 
why hear ye him?'. 'I am astonished a^ your dari^ 
blasphemy, in.* comparing yourself either to ElijahV of' 
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Christ.' Why, was not Elijah a man of like paBsid^8 
with UB ? and are we not taught to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Who is it that asks, If they have called the 
Master of the house Beelzebub? what ought the servants 
of his household to expect? Elijah is a member in the 
same body with me; but the Redeemer is still nearer; 
He is my head, the head of every man; He indulges me 
with the privilege of denying myself, my sinful self, and 
he allows me to acknowledge no other than his blessed 
self: that, thus standing in his name, I may stand in the 
presence of the Father, the Dwinity, with exdeeding joy; 
that, asking in the nai^e of his immaculate humanity, 
I may be sure to receive, that my joy may be full. Nor 
can all that you, nor any one else can say, be able to 
shake me froin this my strong hold. ' Ay,' perhaps you 
may be mistaken — ^you may be deceived.' If I am de- . 
ceived, I am deceived; but I will venture. * You know 
this is not the privilege of all, and therefore it may not be 
yours.' I do not know that this is not the privilege of all; 
but, if it be of any, it is of the believer; and, as I believe, 
it must be mine. They shall, said my divine Master, say 
all manner of evil of you falsely. You, sir, have been in 
Brunswick, fulfilling this scripture; and L rejoice, that I 
have made the discovery. You can never deceive me 
again; but as I am not naturally suspicious, others may 
obtain a lease of my good opinion, from which they will 
never but upon the strongest conviction, be ejected. I left *. 
this good man beyond measure enraged; and, no doubt, 
believing he should really render God service, by doing 
me the most essential injuir. I immediately repaired to 
the pulpit of my friend Dunham, where, preaching peace, 
I recovered my lost serenity; and it gladdened my heart 
to believe, that the inveterate enemy, virith whom I hM 
parted upon the road, was included in'the redemptio4|it 
w|is my business to proclaim. »■ 

But now again, my heart failed me — again I sickened 
at the prospect before me, and my whole soul, revolting 
from a continuance in public life, I once more fled to my 
beloved, my sequestered home. I sighed ardently for 
my emancipation. Of that God, who was, in Christ; re- 
conciling the world unto himself, I entertained not' the 
smallest dread. But my coward spirit trembled before a 
combination of religious characters, headed by the clergy 
and armed for my destruction. Their zeal was mam- 
fested by their industriously propagating a variety of evil 
reports. I would detail them were they not so numer- 
ous. And, although all manner of evil had not yet 
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b^en said of me, enough was said to implant a dread 
of some oVerwhelminff termination. Thus my aversion 
to the path, into which I had been pressed became more 
imposing. I was ready to say, Lord, send, by whom 
thou wilt send, and in mercy, vouchsafe ta grant me my 
final exit from those surrounding scenes, which embo- 
som the retirement of my friend. OAen have I wept 
as I traversed the woods and groves of my patron, at 
the thought, that I could be indulged with the felicity 
of passing the remainder of my days amid those sylvan 
scenes; especially as it was the wish of the liberal master 
that I should so do. I became apprehensive, that my 
trials, in this new world, would surpass those, which ) 
had encountered in the old. These agonizing anticipa- 
tions prostrated me before the throne of the Almighty, 
imploring his protection; and from this high communi- 
cation with my Father God, my griefs have been assuag- 
ed and my wounded spirit healed. Urged by a strong 
sense of duty, I again visited Upper Freehold, to which 
place I had been repeatedly summoned. My acquaint- 
ance there was large aiid respectable, but it was the resi- 
dence of a high-pnest, who treated me roughly. 1 was 
asked to breakfast at the house of one of his congregation, 
without the most remote hint, that I was to meet this great 
man; but I was hardly seated, when he was observed 
making his approaches; and,, from some expressions of 
surprise, I was induced to believe he was totally unex- 
pected. I was astonished to see so many assembled; but 
supposed, that curiosity to see the strange preacher of 
so strange a do(?trine, had drawn them together: I was 
however, afterwards assured, that the plan had been 
previously concerted. Mr. Tennant entered. We were 
introduced to each other. He drew a chair into the 
mllBt of the circle; and commanding into his countenance 
as much stenr severity, as he could collect, he commenc- 
ed his studied operations. «I want to know, sir, by 
what authority you presume to preach in this place ? 'Pray, 
sir, by what authority do you thus presume to question 
me?, * I am, sir, placed here, by Almighty God, to look 
^er the affairs of his church, and people; and I have 
aright to insist on knowing who, and 4«rhat you are?' 
Well, sir, if you be placed here, as the vicegerent of 
Heaven, you should take care how you conduct; you 
have a great charge, and your responsibility is propor- 
tioned to its magnitude. But, sir, I am not assuming; 
I have no design upon your people; I am like a person 
in the time of harvest, who steps into^^he ^eld, and 
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binds up some sheaves, making no demand upon the 
proprietor of the grounds. I have never attempted to 
Hcatter your sheep, I have not even plucked a lock of 
their wool. 1 do not wish to govern, I only aim at being a 
help. * r do not like you a bit the better for all this 
stuff. I insist on knowing, whether you came in at the 
doorf I wish to know, sir, what door you mean? *I 
mean the door of the church; all, who come not in at 
that door, are thieves and robbers. *But, sir, I would 
know, what church you mean? The pope declares, 
there is no true church, save the one of- which he is the 
bead. The Episcopal bishop affirms,, there is no true 
church, but that of which the king is the head. Do 
you, sit, mean either of these ?' ' No, sir, I mean the 
true church. Did you come in at that door?' If, sir, 
you do not tell uie, what you mean by the true church, 
how can I answer you respecting the door? * Sir, I will 
have no evasions. Did you, or did you not, come in at the 
door?' Jesus Christ says: ' I am the door* by me, if any 
man enter, he shall be saved.' Do you mean this door, 
sir? *No, sir, I mean the door of the church.' Is not 
Jesus Christ the door of the church, sir? * No, sir.' 
Well, sir, although there be many preachers, who have 
not entered at this door, you will not, I trust, esteem a 
preacher the less, for having the privilege to go in and 
•out at this door. ' Sir, I have nothing to do with this; 
I wish to know, whether you have church authority for 
preaching? that is, whether you came properly in at the 
door?' Sir, 1 have the same authority for preaching 
which the apostle Paul had; he received his mission by 
the will of God, so have I. ' Ay, sir, give us the same 
miracles Paul wrought, and we will believe you.' If the 
power of working miracles were necessary to prove a 
right to preach the gospel, perhaps you, sir, would be 
also at a loss to prove your own right, either to preach, 
or thus to question a fellow creatuje. 'Sir, you are q, 
deceitful, hypocritical man. If you had come jSroperly 
in at the door, I should have received you; J>ut you are 
an impostor,* I pronounce you an impostor,' That is 
more tnan you know, sir, and I add, more than I know 
myself; but if we cannot agree about the church and the 
door, blessed be God ! Ave can agree in one fundamen- 
tal point: While we were yet sinners » Christ Jesus died 
for us, and while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son. The old gentleman start- 
ed from his seat, and, running wund the apartment, 
exclaimed, in a loud and thundering voice, to tnofie whO 
14* 
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were without: ' Come in, and hear gibberish, gibberish, 
gibberish.' I was astonished, and when he had so far 
spent his rage, as to remain for one moment sileDt, I 
looked full in his face, and asked: Pray; sir, what lan- 
guage do you make use of ? Is it possible, that yov, a 
clergyman, highly distinguished, the head of the Pres- 
bytery, and now in the evening />f life, should be so lit- 
tle acquainted with the scriptures, as to call the language 
of revelation, gibberish ? * You know nothing about rev- 
elation: their never was an individual of the human 
race, that ever had any interest in Christ, or in God, 
until they had Repentance and faith.' Pardon me,isir: 
you do not believe this yourself. ' I say, I -do. Excuse 
me, sir; you certainly do not. ' Give me ]eav» to tell 
you, you have a sreat deal of impudence, thus to talk to 
me.' Nay, sir, fdo not wish to offend; I wish you to 
re-consider your assertion: I am confident, you do not 
believe it; and I am confiaent, you will have the good- 
ness to own it, before I quit this apartment 4 ^ ^ Let me 
tell you young man you have the greatest stock of assur- 
ance, I have ever met with in any young person. I 
tell you again, there never was an individual of the hu- 
man race, who left this world without faith and repent- 
ance, who ever had any interest in Christ, or ever tasted 
happiness.' Not one.^ 'No sir, not one.' Oh! sir, I 
am very sorry you compel me to make you to retract this 
affirmation. Turning to the company, he required them 
to say, whether they did not think my insolence surpass- 
ed credibility ? The company were silent, and, afler a 
pause, I said: I know, sir, if you believe Calvinistic 

f)rinciples, you believe some infants may be eternally 
ost; but no Calvinist denies, that some infants are in- 
terested in Christ, and eternally blessed, although they 
Fassed out of" time, without repentance or faith. • Sir, 
never thought of infants.' So I imagined; and it was 
therefore, sir, I took the liberty to say, you did not believe 
what you advanced. « But I believe it with respect to all 
besides infants'. No, sir, pardon nie, you do not. Again 
he was exceeding angry, uqtil I mentioned idiots. * 1 
did not think of idiots.' I believe, you did not; but, my 
good sir, would it not be as well, if you were always to 
think, before you speak? ' Again I say, I am astonish- 
ed at your impudence; I could not have believed a young 
man, like you, could have had so much impudence.' I dare 
say, sir, you are disappointed; you expected to have 
met ^ timid, poor, destitute stranger, who would hav« 
been confounded by noise, and such cogent arguments* 
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as gibberish, gibberisb, repeatedly vociferated; you ex- 
pected^ I should not have dared to utter a syllable; you 
have been pleased to treat me very roughly; joxx know 
not, but you have been pouring vinegar into wounds 
already sore: you have, sir, been vexing the stranger; 
and without any provocation on my part. *• Ay, ay, this 
is the language of all impostors.' 

Thus ended my morning repast. I was very much 
hurt, yet 1 reaped advantage from this new trial. Re- 
turning to my lodgings, I experienced the most painful sen- 
sations, but the rebuff, I had received, operated a£r usual, 
it drew me nearer to my God, and, pouring out my heart 
in secret before the Father of my spirit, I obtained what 
the favorof th^ clergy could never give— consolation and 
peace in believing. 

My conduct at this breakfasting conference was repre<^ .. 
sented in such a point of view, as increased the number 
of my friends; and clerical gentleman, jm this place and 
its environs, forbore direct attacks; but the tongue of the 
private slanderer was busily employe^). A gentleman of 

C , the Rev. Mr. S , repeatedly attended my 

. public labors; addressed me after preaching, continued . 
some time in conversation with me, and appointed a day, 
on which he pressed me to diiie twith him. I accepted 
his politeness with gratitude, and was punctual to the 
time. Mr. S received me with manifest satisfac- 
tion; we were alone, and w^e passed many hours most 

pleasantly. Mr. S seemed solicitous, that I should 

view" him, neither asj a sceptic, nor a caviller, but simply 
an enquirer after truth. He asked me many questions, 
which I answered as clearly as I was able; and he ap 
peared sometimes dissatisfied, sometimes silenced. Upou 
the whole, his deportment was gentlemanly, and I could 
not forbear regarding him, as a sensible illumined Chrb 
tian. On my departure he urged me to consider birt 

house my home, whenever I visited C ; waited on 

me while I mounted my horse, pressed my hand, and, 
with much apparent devotion, snpplicated the blessing of 
Heaven upon me. On recurring to my journal, I find 
my notice of this interview concluded as follows: Thus 
far am I brough^on my way rejoicing; the Lord is my vSini 
and Shield; blessed be the name of my God! Yet no 

sooner was I out of view, than this same Mr. S 

ordered his horse, and posting to everj^ respectable fa- 
mily in his parish, informed them, that, with all my 
eunningy he had outwitted me; that he had asked me 
to dine, and, by Jidttery and carresses, had thrown me 
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off my guard, and obtained a complete knowledge of my 
principles. Well, dear sir, and wnat are his principlos?' 
U ! truly s.hocking ! horrid ! most horrid ! I dare not re- 
late them, you shall not be contaminated by the recital; 
it would be dangerous in the extreme. Nor was this 
enouffh. Being a member of the Bresbytery, he wrote a 
circular letter, addressing every leading associate, which 
effectually steeled all hearts, and, so far as his influence 
extended, barred every door against me. C alumnies of 
various descriptions were disseminated; rancor became 
uncommonly prolific; astonishing efforts were made to 
destroy my reputation; but God was with me, and his 
spirit was my never-failing support In the midst of these 
fiery trials, I passed on : succeeding weeks and months 
rolled away, while my days were appropriated to ray 
beloved home, to different parts of the Jersies, Philadel- 
phia, New York, and many of the intervening towns, 
scattered between those cities. 

In the commencement of the Autumn of 1773, I was 
strongly induced to journey as far as Newport, in Rhode- 
Island; and having dropped a tear, at parting with my 
faithful friend, I commended him to the care of Heaven, 
and began my new tour of duty. The chilly mornings 
and evenings, of even the first autumnal month, gave me 
to experience the want of an outside garment. I was, 
however, determined not to solicit human aid; this I be- 
lieved, would be taking the business out of the hand of 
my Master. If God had sent me, he would put it into 
the hearts of his people to supply me; yet I did not cal- 
culate, that this want would be supplied, until I reach- 
ed New York. -I believed I had in that city a friend, 
who would derive pleasure from administering to my 
necessities. But when I was preparing to leave Bruns- 
wick, a person entered the parlor, displayed a number 
of patterns, requested I 'Would make a choice for a 

freat-coat; and asked, how long I should tarry in town? 
told him, I should leave town early on the succeeding 
morning: *Well, sir,' he returned, 'your coat shall be 
ready.' I asked, by whom he was sent? ' Sir, I was 
ordered not to say by whom.' It is "very well, I know 
who sent you. 'Do you, sir?' Yes, sir, it was God, 
m^ Father; who, having M hearts in his hand, has 
stimulated your employer. Early the following morn- 
ing, the coat was brought home; I was deeply affected, 
and laying my hand upon it, I said: Henceforward thou 
■halt be my monitor; whenever I feel my heart despond- 
ing, in silent, but persuasive language, thou shalt say : 
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^Oaitt thy care upon God, for he careth for theo.' It 
was not so much the supply of this pressing want, that 
pleased me, as the recognition of the immediate han4 
of paternal Deity, who thus vouchsafed to own and bless 
my mission. On my arrival in New York, I learned, 
to my great astonishment, that the friend, on whom my 
hopes of a winter garjnent had rested, was become my 
enemy! I was greatly pained, he was very dear to me; 
but a religious slanderer had been at his ear, and 
had prejudiced him against me. I lost him forever — 
alas! alas! how many such losses- have I sustained, 
since 1 became a promulgator of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

Leaving New York, I postponed my journey to New- 
port, passed through East Jersey, and stopped at Amboy, 
where I had many friends. Sitting one evening at tea 
with a lady, she complained, that her maid had quitted 
her, having been seduced fr6m her duty, by a foot soldier. 
This immediately reminded me of Mrs. Trinbath, the 
poor unhappy lady, at whose house, in Cork, I liad, in 
oompany with Mr. Whitefield, and others, been so splen- 
didly entertained. I related the mournful tale, when the 
lady assured me she knew the unhappy creature: she had 
seen her in Amboy, and that she was now in New York 
in a most wretched situation. I immediately conceived 
a hope, that, if I could obtain an interview with her, I 
might prevail upon her to return to her widowed mother; 
and to her children; and although her husband was no more, 
she might yet, in some measure, retrieve the past. Alas ! 
alas ! I did not calculate, that I was thus making provi- 
sion for the most serious calamity, which, during my 
sojourn in this new world, had until then overtaken me. 
The following day, intent on my purpose, I took passage 
in the packet for New York; accompanied by the Ser- 
jeant major of the regiment to which the fellow be- 
longed, with whom this deluded woman lived. I asked 
him, if he knew such a person? Yes, he knew her,*and 
she was in a very wretched condition. I sighed from the 
inmost recesses of my soul, while I listened to his account 
of her manner of living. I begged to know if I could see 
her. Yes, he could conduct me to her abode; but on our 
arrival, passing over the common, near the gaol, to the 
residence of this poor creature, we chanced to meet her 
infamous seducer, who, not having heard of the death of 
Mr. Trinbath, immediately concluded I was that injured 
husband, come to reclaim my wretched Wanderer. Un- 
der this impression, he hastened home, and effe^tuaUy 
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secreted her, before we reached the door. I was disap- 
pointed, but I informed a poor creature in the house, 
that I would call, upon the ensuing day, at one o'clock, 
when I hoped I might obtain an interview. I was, the 
next day, punctual to the appointment; but, instead of 
the misguided woman, I received a letter, directed to Mr. 
Trinbatn, entreating most earnestly, that I would not at- 
tempt to see her ; that, afler treating me as she had done, 
she never would see me more; and that, if I persisted in 
pursuing her, she would leave the city, and, taking with 
ner, miserable children,, they would all perish together, 
for she would, rather than meet my eye, suffer a thousand 
deaths. I was beyond measure shocked at this letter; I 
saw the absolute necessity of seeing and convincing her 
of her error; but how was this to be effectuated.^ I 
could devise no plan. ' I told the old woman, it was a 
most capital mistake; that I was not the person she sup- 
])osed. O, said she, you need say nothing about that, sir; 
every body knows you are her husband, and every body 
pities you, poor gentleman, that you should have such a 
wife; but she has bad advisers, and I dare say, if you 
can see and forgive her, (and every body says, that if 
you did not intend to do so, you would never have sought 
her,) she will again be a very good woman. I was pro-, 
voked beyond endurance: but every appearance of irrita 
tion was imputed to my disappointment, and consequent 
resentment. My soul was harrowed up by agonizing 
distress; unable to convince the old w^oman, I returned 
to my lodgings. My friends perceived the anguish of my 
spirits, for- which they were well able to account; they, 
however, carefully avoided the subject. At last, not 
being able* to control my emotions, I burst into tears. 
The^ were alarmed. « What is the matter? ' I circum- 
stantially related the whole story, and dwelt upon my 
sufferings, consequent upon my inability to see Mrs, 
Trinbath, and convince her of her mistake* My friends 
appeare<l relieved, and proposed my writing to her, and 
leaving it at her lodgings; she will see it is not the hand-* 
writing of her husband. The propriety of this measure 
was oJSvious; I asked the gentleman, if he would accom- 
pany me.? 'Most gladly.' I wrote immediately, labor- 
ing to convince this unfortunate woman of her error, 
and assuring her, that mv friejjid, Mr.Trinbath, had been 
many years dead; that if she would but give me a meet- 
ing, for a single -moment, she would ac^owledee she 
had nothhig to fear from me. This letter was inefSctual 
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806 was positive it was all, a deception, and that, with a 
view of deceiving her, I had employed some other pen. 

This story was a sweet morsel to my religious foes. It 
was painted in the most odious colors, and industriously 
exhibited. They declared, the woman was unquestiona- 
bly my wife; and. that, on account of the treatment she 
had received from her barbarous husband, %he had pre- 
ferred putting herself under the protection of a conmion 
soldier; that she had attended church, upon a lecture 
evening, and upon seeing me, her husband, in the pulpit, 
she had shrieked aloud, and fainted. This, and a thou- 
sand other falsehoods, were circulating through the city. 
My humane friends, at length, interfered; they solicited 
the commanding officer to oblige the fellow, with whom 
the woman lived, to produce her; she approached with 
dread apprehension; a large company was collected, 
spectators of the scene. She caiiffht a glance, and ex- 
claiming, in a tremulous accent. It is, it is he— imme- 
diately fainted. Curiosity, and humanity, combined to 
recover her; she was led into the parlor. I appeared full 
before her, entreating her to take a view of my face; she 
did so, and no words can express her coilfusion; her aC/- 
kuowledgments were repeated and copious; she did not 
recollect, ever to have seen me before. I was most hap- 
py in the result of this untoward business, which had 
nearly annihilated niy anxiety respecting her restoration 
to her connexions. Indeed I was assured, no entreaties 
would procure her return to Cork. So many^^ad wit- 
nessed an ecclaircisement, so honorable to nie, that I 
fondly believed it would be attached to the narration; but 
alas ! there was not a thousandth part of the pains taken 
to publish the truth, as had been taken to spread far and 
wide the slander; here it was the still voice of friendship; 
there it was Slander with her thousand tongues. None 
but God can tell, how nmch I have Suffered, from the 
various trials, I have encountered. Again, I mouri^^ully 
acknowledged, that my object in coming to America was 
'not in any view obtained; that my grand desideratum 
appeared further and further from my reach; again I 
wished most ardently to be in England; yea, in the very 
scenes from which I had escaped, if I might thus be de- 
livered from the distracted situation, in which I*, was in- 
volved; and the more I c^templated the indignation, and 
S>wer of the clergy, the^nore frequently I exclaimed, 
oubtless I shall one day per^^h by me hand of my ene- 
my. Yet, in the darkest night of my affliction, my gra- 
cious God frequetidy vouchsafed to grant me peace and 
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Y>j in believing that His almighty power was sufficient 
for me; and, in the pulpit, whatever was my previous 
situation, either mental, or coporeal, when engaged ip 
the investigation of divine truth, I was not only tranquil 
but happy: And this happiness I often enjoyed; for ao 
ardent curi^ity obliged the people every where to hearj 
and, when*^ pulpit could not be obtained, a private 
house, a court-house, a wood, answered the purpose; and 
I rejoiced, while contemplating the irradiations of davine 
truth, bursting through tne dark clouds of prejudice, and 
with such imposing splendor, and could only be effectu- 
ated by Omnipotent power. 

I received frequent and most pressing invitations to 
visit New-England. During my residence in New York, 
i became known to many gentlemen of Connecticut; and 
i was requested to stop, and deliver my testimony in 
various places, along the road. I resumed my purpose 
of visiting Newport, determining to proceed thither with 
all possible despatch. I had, however, promised to stop 
at a friend's Jiouse, in Milford, and at another's, in Guil- 
ford; at which places I preached to very large congrega 
tiuns; several strangers, having seen me elsewhere, 
recognized me, and entreated me to accompany them to 
their respective homes: but my object was Newport. 
Many individuals, from Norwich, departed from Guilford 
with me; they gave me to understand, that, having made 
part of my audience, on the preceding evening, they 
were extremely desirous I should proceed with them to 
Norwich. We passed the day very agreeably together, 
conversing with great freedom. About sunset, we reach- 
ed New-London, where it was my resolution to bid ray 
new associates adieu; but they so earnestly importuned 
me to go on, one gentleman in particular, that, accepting 
his proffered kindness, I was that night lodged in his hos- 
pitable dwelling. He soon became, and .ever after con- 
tini^d, my steadfast friend. Many, in Norwich, received 
me with great kindness; a house of worship was provid- 
ed; but it not being sufficiently spacious, the doors of the 
great meeting-house were thrown open, and never after- 
wards shut against me. Thus, in, this instance, the zeal 
of the people has been sufficiently imposing, to prevail 
against ministerial opposition. The Friends I obtained, 
in Norwich, were, in truth, inettimable;- some Individuals 
are not yet called home; th^#remain unwavering in the 
belief of the truth, as it is in Jesus; and in their affection- 
ate attachment to its feeble advocate. At Norwich, I 
was solicited to preach,ip the meeting-house of Mr. Hart, 
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of Preston; to which place many of my new friends 
accompanied me. Having passed the night at Preston, 
on the succeeding morning, I recommenced my journey, 

with theTlev. Mr. H ,* of Newport. The distance 

was between 30 and 40 miles; but as Mr. H , was 

^oing home, he would not stop to dine ^the road. In 

the course of the day, Mr. H — thui^uestioned me; 

* Well, sir, I suppose you will preach in Newport?* 
Very likely, sir. 'You have friends there, I presume?* 
No, sir, I do not know a single soul. * You have letters 
of recommendation, perhaps? ' Not a line, sir. ' Where 
then do you intend to ffo, and what do you intend to do?' 
I have laid no plans^ sir. * f promise you, you shall not 
preach in my meeting.' I should be very much surpris- 
ed, if I did, sir, *And I suppose, you think you are 
called of God, to go to Newport?' 1 think it is not un- 
likely, sir. ' I believe, you will find yourself mistaken.' 
It is possible. ' Suppose you should find no place to 
preach in, .what would you do then?' Devote myself to 
private conversation. * But, suppose you could find 'no 
one to converse with?' Then I would turn about, and 
come back again. ' But what would you think of your 
faith ?' Call it fancy. But at present, I think I shall 
preach the gospel iu Newport; and, although I am an 
utter stranger, knowing no one, nor known by any one; 
yet I expect, before I leave the place, to have many 
friends. ' Ay, these are fine fanciea indeed.' Had' you 
not better suspend your decision until you witness the 
result? will it not then be full time*to determine, whether 
it hefttith or fancy? ' If it should not be, as I predict, I 
should not be ashamed to own my error: -if it should, you 
ought to blush for your unwarrantable confidence. ' But 
as it is not impossible, you may preach in that city, and 
that some of my people may be among the number of 
your Irearers, I think i have a right to question you.' If 
'God wjll give me leav^e to preach to his people, I am 
content. ' Wfiat do you mean by that, sir?' Your ob- 
servation brought to my mind, what on a certain occasion, 
a very distinguished servant of dod said to his master, 
when he was told to go down and see what his people 
were doing. O Lord, they are not my people, they are 
thy people. However, Moses was not settled on your 

* Nearly tlie whole of thi^Wrersation was published in t\\e first 
volume. Letter Fourth, of * Letters, and Sketches of Sennons.' In- 
stead of the letter A. the letter H...., which was the original and true 
initial, is now substituted. 
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plan. • Well, sir, I look upon my people to be God's 
peofile.' fou are perfectly right, sir, so indeed they are: 
and if I speak to them at all, I shall speak to them, in 
that character. * Well, sir, as you call yourself It preach- 
er of the gospel, and may, as I have said preach to my 
people 3. it is jp|M)er I should know what ideas you have , 
of gospeL T^fme, sir, what is gospel?' I am happy 
IB being able to give you a direct answer. The gospel, 
sir, is a solemn declaration, given upon the oath of Je- 
hovah, that, in the Seed of Abraham^ all the nations 
should be blessed. 'Is that all you know of gospel? 
Would it not, my sood sir, require a very Ions time to 
inform mankind, who, and wfiat, that Seed is; now, and 
in what manner all the nations of the earth are, and ahaU 
be blessed therein; and what blessings they are blessed 
With, in Christ Jesus? The apostle Paul, although he 
labored more abundantly, than his brethren, found this 
vast, this important subject, abundantly sufficient for his 
whole life; and those, who are blessed in that Seed, will 
find the contemplation of that blessedness, which they 
shall be blessed with, in Him, sufficient to furnish a song, 
which, although, never ending, will be ever new. ' If 
such be your views, you know nothing at all of gospel.' 
You could not so absolutely detei'mine this matter, if you 
yourself were not acquainted with the meaning of the 
term, gospel. Tell me then, sir, if you please, what is 
gospel? ' Why, sir, this is gospel: He, that believeth) 
shall be saved, and he, that believeth not shall be 
damned.' Indeed, sir, I had thought, the literal, simple 
meaning of the term gospel was, glad tidings. Which 
part of the passage you have cited, is gospel, that which 
announces salvation, or that which announces damnation? 
' Well then, if you please this is gospel: He that believ- 
eth shall be saved.' Believeth what, sir? ' Th^t.' What, 
sir? That I tell you. What, sir? ' That, Itell you:<Hc 
that believeth, shall be saved.' Believeth what, sir? What 
is he to believe? « Why that, I tell you.' I wished, sir, 
to treat this investigation seriously; but, as you seem to 
be disposed to be rather ludicrous, we will, if you please, 
dismiss the subject. ^ No, sir, I do not mean to be ludi- 
crotis; I am very serious.' Well, sir, if so, then I he{ 
leave to ask, what is it I am to believe; the believing oj 
which will save me? ^ That JeM|| Christ made itjpom^l 
for sinners to be saved.' By wflBhieans? ' By believing,' 
Believing what? ' That.' What? ' That Jesus Christ 
made it possible for sinners to be saved.' By what means 
is it possible that sinners may be saved ? « By belieTlnflr* I 
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tell you. • But the devils believe ; will their believing save 
them.^ ^Noj sir.' Suppose I believe, that Jesus Christ 
made it possible to save sinners; will that save me? 
^Noj sir.' Then, sir, let me ask, what am I to believe, 
the believing of which will save me? ' Why, sir, you 
must believe the gospel, that Jesus na^^it possible for 
sinners to be saved.' But, by what melHp * By believ- 
inff,' Believing what? * That, I tell youT 

Mr. H could not but be conscious the ground he 

had taken was untenable. Had he answered in scripture 
language, that the truth to be believed, and which w« 
make Qod a liar by not believing, was that Christ had 
given himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time; 
that he had absolutely tasted death for every man; and that 
eveiy man should be made alive in Christ Jesus, &c. &c 
the inference was unavoidable, nor man, nor devil could un- 
do, what God had done; the power exists not, which can 
set aside the decrees of God. If the Redeemer did not 
taste death for all; if He has not purchased all; then 
those, for whom He has not tasted death, whom ne has 
not purchased, have no right to believe He has^ and 
were they so to believe,. they must indubitably beheve a 
lie. But, finding the t«nper of Mr. H ' • rise higher 
and higher, every time! repeated my question; I endea- 
vored to bring the matter to a conclusion, by observing, 
that I was astonished to find a master in , Israel^ and a 
wi'iter too, either not able, or not willing to answer a 
simple question, viz : what I am to believe is the founda- 
tion of my salvation ? what am I to believe procures my 
justification in the sight of God? ' And I am astonished 
at your blasphemy.' This is in character, sir; men of 
your description were long since fond of fixing this charge 
on both the Master, and his witnesses; but, remember, 

sir, if I have blasphemed, it is only Mr. H -. , whom I 

have blasphemed. 'Well, sir, I believe I have gone too 
far; I will, if you please, take back the charge.' With 
all my heart, sir. ' I do not doubt, you may be admired 
in Newport a whole fortnight.' That no doubt will be 
fourteen days longer than you would wish. Arriving in 
sight of Newport, Mr. H — said: * There sir, is my 
meeting-house; at a little distance f^om thence is my 
dwelling-house, and my friends are multiplied.' Well, 
sir, I have no home, mfieting-house, nor friend, in New 

Eort. Yet, I repeat, before 1 leave that city, I expect to 
ave more than one home, and many friends. *Well> 
now I think of it, there is one man, who has a little P^ace* 
m whjcb^ possibly, you may get leave to preach; I win 
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direct you to a man, who has some acquaintance with 
him.' I will thank you, sir, to inform me where my 
horse may be taken care of j for myself, I have little 
concern. * I promise you, horse-keeping is very high 
in Newport.' That, sir, is very sad tidings to me, 
for I promisa^ou, my finances are very low. Some 
very bitter s^fthes were made; and I regretted, that I 
was so unforMKte, as to have taken the journey with 

Mr. H . Your people, said I, are leavened with the 

lipiven of the Pharisees, and you seem to be leavened 
with the leaven of Herod. ' What do you mean by the 
leaven of Herod? ' I mean the nature of Herod ' How 
does that apply ? ' i^ome persons urged our Master to 
fly, in conseauence of Herod's seeking his life. Go, 
said He, tell tnat fox, I work to-day ana to-morrow &c. 
&c. Our Master denominated Herod a fox, for the pur- 
pose of giving an idea of his nature. What is a fox? a 
creature that lives upon the spoil 3 but he is dependent 
upon the secrecy of the night, and, we are told, in order 
tne more eflectualiy to cover his designs, he sometimes 
imitates the watch-dog, thus endeavoring to make it ap-, 
pear, he is defending the property of the husbandman, 
while, under the guise of watcnful care for others, he is 
covertly acting for himself, till the morning dawns, till 
the light appears, and then his labor ends. This is the 
leaven of Herod, and it was of the nature of this insidious 
animal, that our Lord cautioned his disciples to beware. 
' Well, there is something ingenious in that I confess.* 
AVe reached the ferry a little before sunset, and on land- 
ing at Newport : * There said Mr. H , pointing to a 

small shop. If you will call on that man, he will give you 
direction.' I walked on, stopped at the door, and hold- 
ing the bridle in my hand, asked the man behind the 
counter, if he would be so obliging 913 to inform me, 
which was the best inn for keeping horses ? ' Please to 
walk in, sir.' I fastened my horse and entered the shop, 
and seeing the man look very gloomy, and hearing him 
sigh very bitterly, I concluded he must be under jthe pres- 
sure of some heavy calamity; and, as no woman appear- 
ed, I suspected the poor fellow must have lost his wife, 
and my sympathies were very powerfully excited. I was 
however solicitous about my horse, and again requested 
the requisite information. * Do not make yourself uneasy, 
sir, my little boy will be here in S few moments, when I 
will send him with your horse, ancTyou will be so oblig- 
ing as to tarry here, and drink tea; my wife is out ot 
town, and of course things will not bo so well, as if sh' 



LIFE OF REV. JOHN MURRAT. 173 

I 

^^e here.' I was \ery much relieved by tfiis inteiUi- 
genop, and sat down. ' How far have you travelled to- 
itay, sir? ' From Preston, in Connecticut, sir. ' Did you 
come alone, sir? ' No, sir, I came ia company with a 

Mr. H i one of your teachers; I parted with him at 

the feiTy. ' Did he not ask you to his hoflk? ' No, sir. 
Well, sir, I hope you will believe, ther^^not another 
man in this town, who would have been so deficient; you - 
must, however, tarry here to-night, and we will take es- 

Eecial care of your horse.' You are very obliging, sir; 
Lit I had rather, if you please, attend to my horse my- 
self. ' Will you, sir, be so good, as to leave this matter 
to me, and tcxke some refreshment yourself? You are a 
public character, and I have been accustomed to attend 
to j3ublic characters,' How do you know I am a public 
character ? there is nothing in my appearance* which in- 
dicates it. 

' The moment you came to my door, it seemed as if 
sjme one had said. The person who addresses you is a 
})reacher ; take kind notice of him ; and I inunediately 
.letermined to obey the impulse.' This instance of pro- 
vidential care nearly overpowered me, I was the mpre 
affected by this brief manifestation, as it closed a very dark 
day. It spoke to my wounded mind, the language of 
assurance ; my Divine Master was with me, and had 
prepared the heart of this man to receive me, and this 
soothing consideration gave me inexpressible pleasure. 
Had I been in a clerical dress, or had the smaliest ves- 
tige of those habiliments been discernible, I should have 
believed those externals had produced their effect. But, 
divested as I was; of every thing which could speak to the 
eye, I could not but greatly rejoice in this instance of recog- 
nising goodness, and my full soul glowed witli fervent 
and devojional gratitude. My cup of tea was mingled 
with my tears; but they were tears of joy, of sacred rap- 
ture. It was like the priest leaving me, and the good 
Samaritan taking me .up; and the oil and wine, thus 
poured into my lacerated bosom, was most salutary, truly 

refreshing. 

My kind host summoned a number of his friends to 
pass the evening; they all appeared very gloomy, and 1 
had sympathy for their situation. After beinff introduc- 




* very religious people to be very melancholy, and these 
were very religious people; so much so, that I afterward* 



very 
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diflcoYered, there was no society in town, with which 
they could bonscientiously associate. It was proposed, 1 
should narrate, my experiences, that they might judge if I 
were a child of Ood. I very readily accommodated myself 
to their wish^^ and gave»them a sketch of some memmo- 
rable ''scenej^B |ny life. When I closed, a profound 
aliened intenlpted only by sighs, succeeded: at last, one 
fiifirmed, I was not a cnild of God, my experiences were 
not of the true kind, he could not go with me; a second 
pronounced, I was a child of God, for he felt me as I 
proceeded. Being thus divided, they knew not on what 
to determine; at last, it was proposed to apply to Mr. 
D — - for his meeting-house This was the very place 

pointed out by Mr. H . I knew his design was to 

ruin me, and therefore, without hesitation, I said I did 
not feel a freedom to speak in the proposed place. Well, 
would I preach in the room, in which we were sitting; 
many had so done, and Why not me.^ This also I 
rejected, it was too much confined. They pronounced 
ine very difficult; they did not believe, I should find any 
other place. I assured them, I was not anxious in this 
respect. If God had sent me, he would provide a place 
for me; if he had not, I was willing to return, whence I 
came. * Perhaps God has provided you a place by di- 
recting us to make these oflfers.' No, sir, if God had 
directed you to make these offers, and had thought proper 
I should deliver my message in either of the places men- 
tioned, he would have msposed my heart to embrace 
them; but this I feel He has not done. They pronounced 
me very odd, and took their leave; but the master of the 
house, and one of his friends, conceiving there wjas some- 
thing uncommon in me, my manner, and my matter, 
contmued with me in conversation the greater part of 
the night, and, although I had travelled all day, yet I 
found no inconvenience from this additional fatigue. 

After breakfast on the ensuing day, I walked round 
the town, ancj was much pleased with its situation; its 
harbor, and perspective views, delighted me, and, al- 
though a stranger, with only a few shillings in my 
pocket, my bosom was as tranquil, as if in my own res- 
idence, and master of thousands. Blessed be God! I 
have never yet experienced much solicitude about this 
world, or the gifts, which it has to bestow. It never 
entered my head, or heart, that I should not be suppli- 
ed with whatever was necessary for me; I had &red 
hard, and I could again accommodate myself to the vi- 
cissitudes of life— yea, and without a murmur. I con- 
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tioued perafnbulating the streets, until the hour of dining, 
when 1 returned to my lodgings. ' Well, sir, the com* 

mittee of Dr. 's meeting have been here, to engage 

you to supply their pulpit to-morrow, — Sunday, — and 
they will call for your answer in the evening.' I was, 
I confess, astonished; but the evenings produced the 
committee, and I acceded to their wishes.^ One^ of the 
gentlemen pressed me to return with him, and take 
up my abode at his house, during my continuance in 
Newport; I did so, and was soon domesticated in his 
family, which continued my occasional home for many, 

very many years. Doctor S was absent, and it 

was the business of the committee to supply the desk,' 
till his return; my appearance was opportune, and the 
people were generally pleased. I was requested to pub- ' 
iish a lecture for the next day. I did so, and the con- 
gregation was crowded, and attentive. I informed the 
au(fience, that I purposed tarrying in Newport two weeks, 
during which time I was ready to unite' with them, in 
consulting the sacred writings, as often as they pleased; 
but, if I delivered any more lectures, it must be in the 
evening; my reason for which was, that there were 
many laboring persons, who could not attend, without 
loss of time, — and loss of time to them, was loss of prop- 
erty. I was then informed, that, when Mr. Whitefield 
was last there, the parish had passed a vote against 
evening lectures. I replied: The parish has an indubi- 
table right to adhere to their vote, ; but they must excuse 
me, if I thought it my duty to abide by my determination. 
The parish met, re-considered their vote, and request- 
ed me to preach in the evening. Here then I preached, 
every evening, until the Doctor's return; to whom my 
kind, honest hosi, requested me to accompany huh on a 
visit, insisting upon my promising, that I would return 
with him. Simple man, because he, a hearer, was pleas- 
ed, he conceived his minister would also be pleased, and ' 
that he would press me to abide at his house ; I prom- 
ised him, and he exulted in having gained his point. 
The Doctor received me with cool civility; asked me a 
great many questions; spoke of my pulpit talents, in the 
Vvay I expected he would speak of them; and finally ex-* 
pressed regret that he could not ask my assistance on the 
ensuing day, — Sunday, — as there were so many individ- 
uals who would be offended. My friend was astonish- 
ed. I was not. My friend observed, there was but one 
in the congregation, who was opposed to my preaching 
in their meeting-house; and, he added, if I did not preach. 
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the people would be greatly disappointed. The Doctor 
would uot hear him, and we parted, without my receiv- 
mg even an invitation to repeat my call. My guileless 
hogt expressed great surprise. ' So good a man as the 
Doctor; why, I imagined, he would have taken you into 
his arms, and«never, if hg could help it, have permitted 
you to lodge ftny where but under his roof.' From this 
moment, I had much to grieve me in Newport, f^r, al- 
though my friends were numerous, and my enemies but 
few, yet those few were uuconimoniy industrious. 

On Mohday morning, one of the committee, who had 
first engaged me to preach, called upon me at my lodg- 
ings; and informed me, that there came on Saturday night, 
from New York, a reverend divine, who had given me 
a most horrid character; he had said many things, which 
he hoped and believed were not true. Pray, sir, where 
is this good man? 'He is, sir, at the house of Mr. 
Rogers, father of the Rev. Mr. Rogers.' Will you, sir, 
call upon this gentleman with me ? ' Certainly, sir, but 
you had better first take breakfast.' By no means, 1 
may miss him, and I want to see him in your presence; 
We hurried off immediately, but alas! he had led town 
at break of day; he had just cast out firebrands, arrows, 
and death, and withdrawn from the investigation, upon 
which he had reason to calculate. The parade was full of 
people; the reports ran like wild fire; fame had blown 
the trumpet 01 slander, and, at the house of Mr. Rog^ 
ers, many were assembled. I regretted, that the rever- 
end calumniator had fiown : I wished to be tried in the 
presence of the people. I requested, however, that they 
would exhibit the charges, lodged against me. They 
did so, and they consisted of the following, items: — 1st, I 
had formerly labored for jny living: 2djy, i was a mar- 
ried man; Sdly, I had children; 4thly, I had been a stage 
player; and 5thly, I had sung songs. Upon which I ob- 
served: Perhaps my denial of these charges may answer 
little purpose; yet, as in the presence of heaven, you will 
allow me to say, that, although I have made some unsiic 
cessful attempts to ob^in an honorable competency, yet 
I have, alas t and it is with extreme sorrow I make the 
declaration, I have in this worlds neither wife nor child; 
I solemnly assure you, I never was an actor upon any 
stage; I ackowledge I have sung songs, I was once pro- 
nounced a good singer; yet I do not recollect, that I ever 
sanff any bad son^s, indeed I have been so long out of 
the habit of song-singing, that I do not remember what 
songs I have sung. I do not, however, admit, that if 
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these charges could be substantiated, they ought to cri- 
minate me. It cannot be a crime to labor; Six days 
shalt thou labor,' The apostle Paul labored with his 
own hands. Many of you are married men; many of 
you have children; many, in pursuit of business, quit for 
a season both wives and children; and if I had relin- 
quished the stage for the life of a religionist, it should 
be considered as a testimony in my favor. With regard 
to song-singing, while music makes a part even of divine 
worship, a sentimental song could not -be supposed detri- 
mental to the interests of morality. I requested to know, 
if there were any other charges; and was answered with 
a murmur of applause^ ' none, sir, none.' The tide now 
turned in my favor, and the people were astonished, that 
they had annexed the smallest consequence to those re- 
ports. 

I had now in Newport a very respectable circle of 
friends, and the occurrence, thus briefly recorded, aug- 
mented their affectionate attentions. As a testimony 
how little they regarded it, they made a party to go out 
in a number of carriages, and pass the day upon the 
-island; and, most delightfuUv did we enjoy ourselves. 
We left town in the midst of the tumult; but those who 
were present at the examination, mingling with their 
fellow citizens, gave them an account oi what had pass- 
ed, and it was generally considered, as a plan to bar 
their pulpit a^amst me; this irritated them and they 
determined it should not succeed. They dispatched a 
message to me; I could not be found. I returned in the 

evening, and received, by the sexton of Doctor S 's 

meeting, tin address, signed by a large number of influen- 
tial characters, earnestly requesting I would upon that 
evening, deliver a lecture. I consented; the bell an- 
nounced my consent; the congregation assembled, and 
the house was very full. .1 selected my subject from 
laaiah '.Who hath believed our report.' I was divinely 
supported; my heart was very full; gratitude glowed in 
my bosom, gratitude to that Being, who had upon this, 
as well as upon many former occasions, so conspicuously 
appeared for me. 

Among othe|: valuable acquisitions, which.crowned my 
labors in Newport, was the friendship of Mr., afterwards 
General Varnum, who gave me, upon the succeeding 
morning, a letter to Mr. N. Brown, of Providence, for 
which place I departed. Mr Brown received me with 
much civility, and distinguished me by many acts of kind- 
ness Thellev. Mr. Snow's meeting-house was thrown 
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open; the congregations in Providence were large, lac- 
quired many respectable friends, and my visit was truly 
S leasing. 1 contemplated extending my tour as far as 
•oston, but the season beiu^ far advanced, I postponed 
my purpose, and hastened back to my pleasant home 
Visiting my friends upon the road, I did not reach the 
dwelling ot my patron, until the winter was at the door. 
This enduring friend began to fear he should eventually 
lose me; and in truth the pressing calls, made upon me, 
allowed me but little leisure to tarry with him. In the 
course of this winter, I made many visits 5 but my little 
stock of money was nearly exhausted. Had I consented 
to the mode of collecting, then in practice, such was the 
zeal of my hearers, that I might have amassed large sums; 
but I had no family, I. did not want money, I beiifeved I 
should be less noxious as a preacher, if I levied no tax- 
es upon the people; and I was ambitious of being able to 
ask, Whose ox, or whose ass have I taken .^ Still, as I 
proceeded, the rancor of the clergy pursued me; this 
pained me to the soul, and I have passed many agonizing 
hours, originating from this inveterate source. 1, how- 
ever, veiled those scenes of sorrow from the eye of the 
many; in fact, when engaged in conversation, I so un- 
reservedly enjoyed my fnends, that I ceased, for the time 
being, to reflect upon my enemies or their enmity. I 
never left home, without increasing both the number of 
my friends and my enemies; and thoy were, individual- 
ly and collectively, very much in earnest, while every 
attempt* to oppose the progress of truth became, in the 
hand of God, subservient to the purpose of opening the 
eyes of the people. 

I think it was in the January of 1773, that a most im- 
portunate solicitation drew me to Philadelphia; and, hav- 
ing frequently visited that city, I had many opportunities 
with strangers, collected there. Many bore with them to 
their respective homes, such an account of my doctrine 
and my manner, as excited much curiosity, I was repeat- 
edly and earnestly urged to proceed to Maryland; an 
eminent physician, bv repeated letters, reiterated his solici- 
tations. A sense o^ duty imperiously insisted upon my 
accepting every invitation 91 th0 kind, to the extent of 
my power, and I consequently determined upoa an im* 
mediate commencement of my journey to Maryland; 
accordingly my horse was produced at the door, when it 
occurred to me that I had no money. Well and what 
then ? said I. * You will not think of a journey in such 
circumstances?' said cold-hearted Prudence. 1 certainly 



will. ' But how are you to get through a strange country, 
in which youi have no acquaintance?' For shame; is 
this a time for these remarks ? Do you not know, that 
God Almighty can, at all times, and in every place^ open 
the heart; and that, if He be disposed to do any thing with 
me, or by me, he will most assuredly bring me on my 
way? * But had you not better let'your friends in this 
city know your circumstances? They will unquestiona- 
bly make provision for you.' But this would be leaning 
upon an arm of flesh ; it would be making provision for 
^myself.' 'What will you do at the first stage? you 
will not be able to purchase any thing, either for your- 
self, or your horse.' If I meet with no support. I will 
return immediately; by this I shall know, if it be the 
will of God I should proceed. ' And will you really 
go on in this way?' Most assuredly; and I was on the 
point of mounting ray horse, when a gentleman crossed 
the street. Are you going out of tovni, sir?' Yes sir. 
•How far, pray; which way?' To Maryland,- sir, to 
visit a place, which, as I am told, is eighty miles from 
this city. ' Are you goinff alone, sir?' 1 am, sir. ' I 
wish I had known of your aetermination one hour since, 
i would certainly have accompanied you part of the way.' 
Well sir, you can do that now; if you please, I will wait 
an hour. ' Will you ? then I will get ready as goon as 
possible.' The gentleman was punctual; in less than an 
hour he was on horseback; and we commenced our jour- 
ney together. We passed on to Chester, delighted with 
our riae, and dined luxuriantly at one of the best inns in 




neither; I will trust in the Lord, and stay upon the God 
of my salvation. Our horses were ordered out, again we 
proceeded together y and our conversation was interesting, 
animated, delightful In the middle of the afternoon, we 
inade a second stage; here, said my companion, I had de- 
termined to leave you, but I find 1 am not able; I must 
proceed. We went on until evening, when we put up at 
the house of a friend of my fellow traveller, in Newark. 
This town contained an academy, in the hall of which T 
afterwards preached. We spent the night most agreea- 
bly, and although I expected to pursue the residue of my 
journey alone, my slumbers were unbroken through the 
night, and I arose happy in the thought, that I was ena- 
bled to cast my care upon God. 
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Here my friend, after commending me to the proteetiott 
of Heaven, bade me adieu. I tarried until breakfast yfas 
over, when I requested my horse: it was brought to the 
door. I took the bridle in my hand. Prudence again 
was ready with her expostulations : * Well, and what are 
you to do now ? you have been thus far brought on by 
an obliging friend; you have fifty miles more to ride, 
through a country, not an individual in which you have 
ever seen, and you have not a penny in your pockeU 
Again, I say, am I not here, as in rhiladelphia, under 
the care of that beneficent Being, who holds the universe 
in His hand? I will go on. Just as I raised my foot to 
the stirrup, the master of the ho^se appeared. * One 
word, sir, if you please; step in for a moment.' I ouce 
more entered the hospitable dwelling* ' You will, I hope, 
excuse me, sir; but, ever since I left my bed this morning, 
1 have been strongly excited to do, what however I am 
afraid to mention, and what I had concluded I would not 
venture to do. But when I saw you in the act of mounting 
your horse, I could no longer withstand an irresistible 
impression, which impels me to ask your acceptance of 
tliis trifle: '-^putting into my hands abundantly sufficient 
to bring me to the end of my journey. * You may not 
want this, sir; but you may meet with some Individual, 
who does.' Could my spirit, at this moment forbear 
ecstatic prostration before the throne of my God, my 
Father ? This was manifestly another instance of the 
interposition of my Divine Master. It was He, who has 
the hearts of all in His hand, that had thus disposed the 
heart of this man. I could not forbear felicitating him 
on being appointed to distribute. 1 communicated to 
him my real circumstance, while tears of pleasure gushed 
into his eyes. He would then have made an addition to 
the gratuity; but this I resolutely refused: I had enough 
for my present purpose, and more than enough would 
have been burdensome. I went on frpm this place, with 
inexpressible delight, my soul warmly disposed to mag- 
nify the Lord, and to trust Him at all times not being 
afraid. My faith, by these manifestations thus invigorat- 
ed and renewed, I rejoiced in the good pleasure of my 
God; my way was made clear before me, and I nothing 
doubted that my journey would be crowned with success. 
This day was indeed a happy day, I shall certainly 
never, so long as memory shall continue its officej recur 
to it without the most pleasurable emotions. ^^ 

Upon the evening or this memorable day, I- .&i^yed at 
the end of my journey, and I was received by the pbysi- 
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^lan, whose letter of earaest solicitation had brought me 
thus far, with many demonstrations of joy. I was, how- 
ever greatly surprised, to find a person, who I understood 
was master of a large fortune, plain, if not penurious, 
both in his house, furniture, and apparel j but, if I was 
disappointed by the appearance of the man and his dwell- 
ing, I was abudantly more so, by his conversation, from 
which I learned, that he had been imposed upon by the 
accounts he had received of me; he had been made to be- 
lieve I was for matter and manner, a second Whitefield. 
My heart sunk, as 1 reflected what I had to expect from a 
gentleman thus circumstanced. I beheld before me a 
gelf-righteous Calvinist: and I believed, when he discov- 
ered (as I was determined ho immediately should) the 
amount of my testimony, he would sincerely repent, that 
he had summoned me to his abode, and that I snould, in 
consequence, have much to suffer. The house afforded 
no spare bed, and, of course, I lodged, I cannot say slept, 
with my host. The whole night was devoted to conver- 
sation, and I embraced the first pause to inform him, that 
I once viewed the Deity, and the creature man, precisely 
as they now appeared to him; but that a complete revo- 
lution had been wrought in my mind. Sir, 1 once be- 
lieved the faithfid Creafor had called into existence by 
far the greatest number of human beings, with no other 
intention, than to consign them to endless misery, rescu- 
ing only a few respected persons, from a state of sin and 
suffering. Yr>u will, my dear sir, probably regret that 
you have invited me hither, when I mform you, that the 
Christ in whom I trust, and the gospel, which I preach, 
is not the Christ of whom you expected to hear, nor the 
gospel you supposed I should preach. The Christ, in 
whom I formerly confided, was a, partial Saviour; but tho 
Christ, in whom I now trust, is the Saviour of the world. 
The gospel, you have been accustomed to hear, and 
which you expected I should preach, is a partial gospel, 
<*.onveying the glad tidings of eternal life in Christ Jesus 
only to an elected few. The gospel, I preach, is glad tU 
dings to every individual of the human race; assuring 
iJiem that, in Christ, the promised seed, all the nations, 
idl the fkmilies of the earth shall be blessed. I fear, sir, 
that, not being accustomed to the ministry of the recon- 
ciliation, committed to the apostles, to wit, that God was^ 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imput-'^ 
ing unljjji them their trespasses; that, when all mankind 
like sh*ep had gone astray, the Lord, the offended God, 
laid upon Jesus the iniquities 6f us all, that he might put 
16 
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them away by th^ sacrifice .of himself, that they might 
thus, as a mill-stone, be cast into the depths of the sea, 
and be found no more at all;, that Jesus thus performing 
the will of God, the world may ultimately behold him io 
his true character, as the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world; thus becoming the Saviour of all 
men, — not in, hut from their sins. I fear, my good sir, 
that when you hear me thus preaching the gospel, which 
God himself preached to Abraham, and which he testified 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets ever since the world 
began, your disappointment will be grievous. I know, 
sir, you hare not been accustomed to hear of. Universal 
Love; of boundless compassion; and these sounds may 
make you as angry^ as they have made many of our 
brethren in every age. Here I made a full paus^ con- 
tinuing for a few moments in painful stispense^ I was, 
however soon relieved. * No, sir, you have nothing to 
fbar from me; for although the things, of which you 
speak, have never entered into my head or heart, yet, 
give ine leave to assure you, it will never give me pain to ■ 
know, that God's Ways are not as my ways, nor his 
thoughts as my thoughts. MJy mind is so far from revolt- 
ing at the tidings you bear, that nothing would give me 
more unutterable joy, than to l)e assur^ of their truth.* 
Thus was my mind exonerated from a weight of dread 
apprehension. I asked him, what assurance he could 
either wish for, or expect ^ * Nothing more than a " Thus 
saith the Lord." ' 1 continued, through the residue of 
the night, preaching the gospel, according jto the scrip- 
tures; and it pleased Almighty God so to furnish my mind 
with testimonies, drawn from the sacred volume, that I 
went on, from Genesis to Revelations, until the morning 
dawned ujk>n us. But a brighter morning dawned upon 
the long-benighted mind of my wandering hearer; he ex- 
hibited, what he said he experienced, rapture before un- 
known. He was indeed, as one, brought out pf darkness 
into marvellous light, and from the power of satan, unto 
God. I never before saw so great a change, wrought jn 
sa short a time. He gave me a sketch of his life, which 
had been employed in seeking to accumulate riches, and 
righteousness. The former he had gained, but the latter 
he had not; and he was constrained to confess, that if 
the wealth, he had taken such unwearied pains to obtain} 
and to keep, were no better in the sight of man, than his 
righteousness was in his own estimation, and in the esti- 
mation of his God, he had been all his life laboring in vain, 
and spending his strength for nought. By commevee, 
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and the practice of physic, the Doctor bad acquired a for- 
tune of forty thousand pounds sterling; yet from the ap- 
pearance of the man, ^ve should have concluded his re- 
sources extremel}^ limited. His offsprings were o'nhr one 
son, and one daugbtej*; his wife was no more; his son a 
prodigal; his daughter a married woman, in eligible cir- 
cumstances, and of a most amiable character. The Doc- 
tor was far advanced in life, and although he had been 
uniformly employed in getting and hiding money, yet he 
was so religious a man, as to part with four hundred pounds 
sterling toward building a meeting-house; and he was 
greatly mortified, at not being able to obtain permission 
for me to preach therein, though he went so far, as to as- 
sure those, who had the care of the house, that he would 
put itin complete repair, if he might be indulged with the 
pleasure of hearing who he pleased in thenulpit, "lyhen it 
was not otherwise occupied. Bilt the Fresbytery had 
given orders, that no person should be admitted into any 
t>f their meetings, 4vitnout a letter of license, first had and 
* obtained from that body. • So,' said the Doctor, * let God 
send, by whom He will send, the sent of Ood can obtain 
no admission; but those, whom the Presbytery think prop- 
er to send, must be admitted >every where f Is not this 
rank priesteraftV But although the doors of evenr house 
of worship, in that neighborhood, were shut agatn^ us, 
many private houses were devoted to us, and the Doctor 
was indefatigable in strivitig to sphead abroad the saviour 
of the Redeemer's name. His soUl was so highly wrought, 
by the discoveries he had mdde, that h« most ardently 
desirec^o make all men acquainted With the |^i*ftce, in 
which they stood. 

The Doctor was a man of uneoifnnoh abilities; his ipind 
was highly cultivated; I never knew a finer speaker. 
He was well acquainted Mrith the religion of the world, 
and, possessing a happy facility of manifesting his khowl- 
edge, when it pleased God to show him his saltlition,-^ 
when he had powef ^ven him to believe with his heart 
the word of God, which giveth life unto all men, — fVottl 
the abundance of his believing heart, his mouth became 
full of the ?|)raises of his God: and whereter he wetot, so 
often as opportunity ofifered» he deliffhted to magnify thci 
name of the Redeemer: spreading far and wide, to the 
utmost of his labilities, the truth as it is in Jesus, the glad 
tidings of the gospel Every body, who kneW the mdh, 
was astonished; for, strange to tell, he became liberal^ 
liberal of that, with which he htidl heretofore found it s6 
dtecnlt^^o part, he could part with his nidney; and. 



184 LIF£ OF HEV. JOHN MCT&RAT. 

among numerous instances of his generosity y I myself was 
an example. He saw my vestments were rather worn, 
they could not last always, and he ordered me a complete 
suit of superfine broadcloth, I looked at the Doctor, at 
his garment^, much worse than mine. I am really astonish- 
ed, said I. * Not, more than I am myself, sir. I have for 
a whole year been |)erfectly aware ^ that I wanted raiment, 
yet I could not find it in ray heart to purchase even those 
articles of which I stood in most need ^ but, sir I do indeed 
behold my former self with detestation. I continued witli 
the Doctor for several weeks; he accompanied me from 
place to place, enjoying abundantly more than the world 
could give or take away; and his numerous connexions 
were partakors of his felicity. For myself 1 had rich op- 
portunities of preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
my pleasures were proportioned to the satisfaction, which 
I was instrumental in communicating. But it became 
necessary I should return to Philadelphia, and the Doctor 
was exceedingly affected; yet previous to my filial depart- 
ure, I had engaged to preach at an Episcopalian church 
at some distance^ where it was believed a large con- 
course of people would be assembled. But on Saturday 
evening, the wind being north-\y:est, brought on so se- 
vere a frost, that the ensuing day, Sunday, February 
14th, 1773, was by far the coldest day I had ever experi- 
enced. I was, however determined to keep my appoint- 
ment, and I rode six miles on horseback, accompanied by 
a gentleman, who had conceived for me the strongest af- 
fection, and we derived so much pleasure, from^ the di- 
vine subjects, which engaged our attention, that ^^ hard- 
ly adverted either to the severity of the day, or the dis- 
tance; and my fellow traveller, in the fulness of his heart, 
declared, did it depend upon him, we would ride on tiU 
the close of time, and then leap into eternity together. 
The cold, however, was sufficiently piercing to compel 
us to assemble in the schooUhouse, instead of the church, 
where a large chimney, and a blazing hearth, hardly kept 
us from freezing; yet was my own heart, and the hearts 
of many of my hearers, warmed by that fire of divine love, 
eiikindled by the word and spirit of our God; which spirit 
graciously vouchsafed to take of the things of Jesus, and 
show them unto us, giving us not only peace, but joy, un* 
speakable joy, in believing. I proposed departing for 
Philadelphia, on the following Monday; but tne Doctor, 
and his friends,^ prevailed upon me to tarry a day or two 
longer, in which time he labored hard to persuade m#to 
continue with him. ' Only,' said he, ' consent to abide 
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here, and I will very cliceifuUy build for you as handsome 
a church, as any in the country, and it shall be your own. 
1 >vill devote ten, of the forty thougiand pounds, which I 
j>ossess, to this purpoise. 1 thanked liim, most cordially, 
for his flattering offer; but added, that the tender of his 
V. hole estate would be no temptation to me to accept a 
permanent residence. My ii;iiid war,, at that time, sol- 
emnly impressed by a conviction, that I \a as sent out to 
preach the gospel; and that, as the servant of God, I 
must neither loiter by the way, nor seek to evade the spir 
it of my commission. An imposing sense of duty com- 
pelled rae to say, that, so long as 1 was able, I would sub- 
mit to the will of my Master. Upon the night previous 
to my departure, we had little sleep. We expatiated with 
pleasing wonder upon the mysterious ways of Heaven, 
and we poured oin our^ouls in prayer to that God, who, 
having brought us together, had caused us to drink into 
one spirit. The morning came, when, after commending 
ourselves to God, and to the word of his grace, I was on 
the point of departing, in the same manner I had left 
Philadelphia, yet, without even the vestige of apprehen- 
sion. But the Doctor, taking me by the hand,, essayed to 
articulate; but was necessitated to pause for self-posses- 
sion, when he said: ' God forever bless jou, and be with 
you; and wherever you go, make your way plain before 
you ; and, if w6 never meet again in this world, (for I am 
an old man, you know) I rejoice in the assurance, that 
we shall meet iq the presence of God, our Saviour, and 
spend a^|ternity together.' He then put into my hand 
, gold sunRent, abundantly sufficient to bear my expenses 
even to the dwelling of my patron. 'You ma^ want this 
upon the road,' said he, * take this as a memento of friend- 
snip.' I am dear sir, amazed at your liberaiity. ' I also 
am amazed — it is the Lords doings, and truly, it is mar- 
vellous in my eyes. Thus closed my visit to my worthy 
friend, after I had promised, that, if it should so please 
God, I would cheerfully visit him again. 

On my return, being earnestly solicited, I preached ir 
thfe hall of the Academy at Newark; and I ontse more 
reposed under the roof off that hospitable man, who wag 
made the instrument. of administering to my necessities. 
on my way. At Wilmington too, 1 delivered my message: 
and elevated by an excursion, which had been so greatly 
bleisbed, I returned to Philadelphia in perfect health, and 
high spirits. 'During the residue of the spring, the whole 
oTtfae succeeding summer, and a j^art of the ailtuMtti, unti' 
October, 1773, rtiy tinie was divided betweea Peiinsylva* 
16* 
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nia, the Jersiea, and New-York, My friends were to be 
found among every class of people, from the highest to • 
the most humble, and almost every day increased the num- 
ber, both of my friends and enemies. The clergy contin- 
ued a phalanx of opposition. One ffood man stumbled 
upon a most ingenious device. A Mr. Still, a Baptist 
priest, wrote a most elaborate letter, in which he charged 
me with many crimes, assuming as facts, those reported 
crivies, whicfai my soul abhorred. This letter he read in 
every company in which he mixed; sent copies of it to 
New-England, and various other parts of the country j 
giving those, to whom he made his communications, to 
understand, that he had forwarded this letter to me, al- 
though / never saw it, and was indebted for an account of 
its contents, to some worthy individuals, who were among 
the number of those, to whom it was read. Thus did this 
man industriously essay to prejudice the minds of the 
people, trusting that their hatred of njc, vav] my testimony, 
would if possible, be commensurate with his own; and 
thus, at his righteous tribunal, I was tried and condemned, 
and, as far as he could prevail^ executed, without being 
suffered to plead in my own defence, or even furnished 
with a copy of the allegations against me. Had I not 
reason to supplicate : Grant me, O my God ! patient resig- 
nation, and the divine light of thy countenance. Yet the 
character, priest, and adversary, did not always prove 
synonymous. A clergyman, upon a memorable evening, 
entered a house of public worship, in wbich I* was pro- 
mulgating the truth as it is in Jesus. He prei^|ted Mm- 
self with a determination to oppose me; but <^mting the 
church, and entering my lodgings, he folded me in his 
arms, exclaiming (while his eye glistened with pleasure,) 
' If this be heresy, may I so worship the God of my fathers, 
during the residue of my dayg.' Nor was this a solitary 
instance; Mr. Duchee, minister of the established church 
of Philadelphia, Mr. Tretard, of New-Rochelle, Mr. Gano, 
of New- York, Mr. Tyler, Episcopalian minister of Nor- 
wich, were among the number of those, who, if they were 
not fully with me in sentiment, have uniformly discharged 
toward me the duty of Christian friends. My opportuni- 
ties of observing uncommon characters were multiplied. 
I regret, that the limits, 1 have prescribed to myself, will 
not^ermit me to dwell upon the life arid virtues of Thomas 
•Say^f'of Philadelphia; a man, who, it may be said, re-vis- 
ited this world, after being privileged with more than a 
bird's-eye view of another. Anthony Benezet might also 
claim many pages. Christopher Marshall; the celebra|ed 
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Mrs. Wright, and her uacommoii family; many shades 
of departed friends flit before me, but I must hasten from 
the now beatified group, and pursue the sometimes rug- 
ged path, over wliich the journey of life hath condMCted 
me. 

Upon the 10th of October, 1773, I embarked on board 
the Humbird, captain Lawtou, for Newport, which place 
we reachfed at early breakfjist, and where I was received 
ia a manner comporting with my most sanguine wishes. 
Belcher, Warner, Otis, Newton, Wright, Wanton, Wa- 
terhouse, EUery, &,c. &,c., these all received me with open 
arms; but having reason to believe, much confusion 
would result from an attempt to Open the doors of the 

meeting-house, in which Dr. S officiated, I sent the 

Doctor an assurance, that I would no more enter his pul- 
pit. The Governor granted the state-house to the solici- 
tations of my friends, and became himself one of my audi- 
ence. I preached also in the meeting-house of Mr. Kelly, 
and at the prison. The congregations were crowded, 
and attentive. Newport contains a synagogue, and the 
many Jews, collected there, pressed to hear. Mr. Lo- 
pez, an opulent gentleman among the Jews, celebrated as 
well for humanity, as for mercantile knowledge, met me 
at the door of the state- house, and, pressing my hand, 
said : ' God Almighty be with you, sir, ai\d bless and pre- 
serve you wherever you go, giving you good success al- 
ways.' He would have added; but his overflowing heart 
eridentlydenied him utterance. The Jews were gene- 
rally pJB^ed. They declared, they had never iSfore 
heard s^^uch in favor of Christianity. Poor hearts 
they would see the things, which belong to their peace, 
if the appointed time oi the Father were come; in this 
their day are they hidden from their eyes: but the day of 
the Lord cometh, when whatever is hidden shall be re- 
vealed. 

I was solicited to take up my abode at Newport, and 
assured, if I would so do, a place of public worship 
should be erected for my accommodation. These good 
people learned, that I had been necessitated to part with 
my norse, for the purpose of defraying the expenses, at- 
tendant upon re-printing specimens of apostolic preach 
ing, selected from the writings of Mr. Kelly; and they 
insisted upon purchasing me another. Nor was this 
all; they helped me on my way, contributing abundantly, 
hy private gratuities, to the relief of my necessities. Mr. 
Vvard, secretary to the then province of Rhode-Island, 
i#th many others, were, upon this my second y UK^ fiM^d. 
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to the number of my frieiid.s. A member of Dr. S *s 

church informed mo, it was aftij^med, I had absolutely 
said, all men should be saved, 1 assured him, I had 
never said, iiU men should be saved; I had said, Jesus 
was and is the Saviour of all men; and that, in the ful- 
ness of time, he would gather together all things into one, 
— bringing in his' ancient people, the Jews, and with them 
the fuhiess of the Gentiles, — causing all flesh to come 
and worship before hirp, — and making of Jew and 
Gentile O.ne new man, so making peace: and that all the 
kingdoms of the world should become the kingdoms of 
God and of His Christ. I publicly invited any individual 
in Newport, whj had aught to say against the testimony 
1 delivered, to meet me in an open manner, the bible in 
his hand; and if the arguments he should produce were 
more consistent with the* s?icred writings, 1 would upon 
the spot, in the most unreserved manner, acknowledge 
and renolmce mv errors. 

Quitting Newport, I took passage for East- Greenwich. 
A fellow passenger told me, he had been informed I had 
said: Our sins were laid upon the Devil; and that there 
was nothing for us to do; and he wished to know, if I be- 
lieved either the one or the ojther? Certainly not, I repli- 
ed; it was not the Devil, but the Redeemer, on whom the 
Lord laid the iniquities of us all, I assured him, we hail 
many things in our various characters to perform, to 
which it was our boundcn duty to attend; and that those, 
who continued in oflbnt-es, would be experimentally able 
to say, ' Truly, the way of the transgressor is l^Kj ' for, 
assuredly, they would be chastised with mai^^stripes. 
My appearance at East-Greenwich was welcomed by Mr. 
Varnum, and others. Several gentlemen, v^hom I had 
not before known, called updnme at Mr. Varnum's; 
among these was Dr. Hawkins, who questioned me, and 
appeared satisfied with my answers; he introduced me to 
his friends, Mr. Green, &c. I preached, in the court- 
house, to a crowded audience. The superior court was 
then in session; the judges and the lawyers were among 
my hearers. I was laboring under great indisposition, 
but God was with me. Esquire Casey took me to his 
house, where I was met'by judge Potter for the purpose 
of conversation. He said he had never been pleased with 
pulpit exhibitions, because they were so replete with 
contradictions, and he was determined to sifl me thorough- 
ly. We passed the night together; he performed what 
he had prc^osed, with candor, and appeared satisfied with 
the result. At parting, he earnestly wished me succe^. 
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I prayed that I might be preserved from the power of 

priest, and the flatterer. This gentleman continued 
ivince great affection for me; he seemed to understand 
I feel the power of the gospel; I had not seen his supe- 
\ At this period, I was desirous of extending ray tour 
far as Boston : but, notwithstanding the repeated mani- 
:atious of divine protection, with which I had been 
ored, a reluctance to venturirtg on untried scenes was 
dually pervading my spirit, and I was again ready to 
, What am I to do in Boston? Yet I added: O! my 
)elieving heart, who shall deliver me from this body 
sin and death ? Blessed be God who is faithful, Pass- 

an hour at Mrs. Green's, I was introduced ta a lady 
[n Boston, a Mrs. Hubbard) she questioned me upon 

doctrine of reprobation, particularly that passage, 
ich expressly asserts, ' Jacob have I loved, and Esau 
'^e I hated.' My answers were so much to her eratis- 
tion, that she gave me a })ressing invitatiqn to her 
ise in Boston ; and as I contemplated a journey thither, 
I prayed me to take a letter to Mr. Hubbard, and to 
ke his dwelling my abode, during my continuance in 

metropolis of Massachusetts. From East-Greenwich 
roceeded to Pawtuxet, delivering my message in their 
ise of worship; and from thence 1 repaired to Prcrvi- 
ice, where I was received by those, who had before 
le me welcome, with continued kindness. Immediate- 
Dn my arrival, a summons to pass the evening with the 
V. Mr. Snow was presented me; I delayed not to at- 
d him, and I was accompanied by Mr. Binney, a young 
itlemai^f great promise. Mr. Snow's parlor was 
irly fillea by the members of his church and congrega- 



[]. A long and solemn pause succeeded the usual cere 
nies of introduction; Mr. Snow at length broke silence 
observing: ^We are, sir, perfectly aware, that by far 
greater part of the town are anxious to hear you; and, 
our house is the most convenient, we presume appliea- 
Q will be made for its use. But, since you were last 
*e, a few of our members have heard strange reports 
pecting you: (viz.) That you believe all mankind 
1 be saved; and that the new birth is not in us, but in 
rist. I have, therefore, thought proper to call together 
eral of my church, that they may have an opportunity 
speaking to you, and determining whether they think 
►per to open their doors. Do you, sir, believe that all 
nkind will be saved ?' J believe^ Jesus Christ is the fifa- 
ut of all men; that, by the grace of God, he tasted death 
every man, that he is the propitiation for the sins of the 
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whole world; and that God toas, in Christ, reconciling tJu 
world unto Himself, not imputing unio them their tra- 

? assess, ' Well, and do you believe, that all are saved? 
fot as unbelievers; they, who believe not, are damned. 
* How then are they interested in Jesus? ' Precisely as 
they were in the lirst AViam. < But all are not interested 
in Jesuij, as they were in the first Adam.' How then doth' 
it appear, that as, by the offence of one man, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, so by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men to justification 
of life 7 ' * And do you, sir, believe that, in consequen€e 
of this, all will be hnally happy? » Do you, sir, believe 
all who learn of the Father will be happy?' ' O yes.* 
And do you believe all will be taught of God, and come 
to Jesus, and be saved? ^ No, indeed,* Do ministers in 
general believe this? ' No, wje know they do not.' Why 
then do they prny for it? Do they not pray, that God 
would hasten the happy time, when Jie shall bring in his 
ancient people, the Jews, and with them the fulness of 
the Gentiles; that all the kingdoms of the world may be« 
come the kingdoms of God and of His Christ; that they 
may all be taught of God from the least unto the greatest? 
For this, dnd much more, clergymen repeatedly pray: 
and can we suppose they are deuing hypocritically with 
their God? are they such monst«rs of impiety, as to solic- 
it, for what, they believe the Almiffhty had determined, 
before the foundation of the world, he would never grant? 
A profound pause succeeded; after which, I was asked: 
' Do you, sir, believe the New Bir|h is in us, or in 
Christ ! ' He, whq is bom of ^CM, sinneth n^, But if 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. He, who is bom of God, is a new creature; ali 
old things are passed away, and all things are become new; 
a good man, out of the good treasury of his heart, bringeth 
not forth good and evil, but good^only gpod, I conceive, 
therefore, that to be born again, or, as it may be rendered 
to be born anew, or born from above, alludes to the birth 
of the human family in the person of Christ Jesus, we 
beinff members of his body. Hence the sacred record 
decidedly pronounces: Created anew in Christ Jesus^ 
' Well, that is scripture, to be feure.' Are we Christ 
Jesus? ' No, certainly.' Then, can being created anew, 
in Christ Jesus, be understood as being created anew, in 
ourselves 7 A part of the company discovered freat bitter* 
ness; others were more calm. I requested them to ob* 
serve, that, if they reported me as a heretic, they must 
remember they smote me through Paul's skirts,' for I had 
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delivered ao sentiments of my own fabrication; I had 
merely rehearsed in their ears the unadulterated language 
of revelation : I therefore begged I might be honestly re- 
ported. One gentleman declared, that, whether I deemed 
it honest, or not, he should report me as a heretic. I then 
insisted, he should declare, fWhat heresy was. He said, I 
was against the gospel. I requested, he would say what 
gospel was? lie replied, it was whatever was found in 
the new testament. I appealed to the company, whether 
this was either fair or true? whether there were not many 
particulars in the new testament, which were not gospel? 
aud whether the gospel was not preached to Abraham ? 
or whether the gospel was not God's good sayings, or 
glad tidings to all people? Whether I had said any thing 
contrary to this, or proposed any way of salvatign, beside 
Christ Jesus? or whether I had privily strove to tring in 
such a damnable doctrine, as to deny the Lord who^ 
bought them? They were all dumb. At length Mr. 
Snow said; ' Well, my friends, you know the reason of 
my calling you together, and you can now determine re- 
specting Mr. Murray's again entering our pulpit. I 
would have you freely, deliver your sentiments. One 
said, the people wished to hear, and there was no house 
so convenient as theirs; he could s^e no reason why I 
should not preach. Another objected. His conscience 
would not allow him to consent. A third remarked, the 
people would go to hear me, preach where I would; sup- 
pose I was wrong, I could not contaminate the house 
for his part, he did not see that I had said any thing, 
which had been proved erroneous; that he most devoutly 
blessed God he had been present, for he -had received 
more light, th?in he had ever before enjoyed; and many 
united their acknowledgments with his. I assured them, 
it was my solemn determination to preach nothing but 
Christ Jesus, and him crucified for every human being. 
Finally, they determined to open their doprs for my re- 
ception: and thus, by permission of minister and people, 
I again and again addressed a vast multitude from the 
pulpit of the Rev. Mr. Snow, of Providence, and my 
hearers appeared serious aod attentive. 

During my continuance in Providence, I became ac- 
quainted with Doctor Huse of that place, a Very uncom- 
mon man, and, as it appeared to me, of a very luminous 
intellect. Bidding me pod speed, he added : * Sir, I re- 
joice, that you dare be honest; how long you will con- 
tinue so, I know not. At present you are boldly faqing 
danger, and without fear. Continue, I beseech yoU| to 



declare unnjixed truth, although all men should be against 
you.' On the 26th of October, 1773, I took a seat in the 
stage for Boston. Lfvte upon the evening of that day, we 
reached town. I had a letter from Mrs. Hubbard, and 
another for a gentleman, a major Paddock: but I was un- 
MTilIing to disturb strangers at an hour so improper for a 
first introduction, and the old question recurred: 'What 
are you to do now?' The passengersj one after another 
were dropped; 1 remained alone in the coach and the 
coachman civilly questioned: * Where will you be set 
down, sir? ' Can you recommend to me, a decent tavern? 
While he deliberated, a son of Mrs. Hubbard accosted 
him. 'Is Mr. Murray in the coach?' 'Yes, sir.' He 
approached the door. * My Mother, sir, has written to 
my father respecting you, and we have been looking out 
for you with 'great impatience.' All was immediately 
settled; and thus was 1 met, in Boston, by the ^ood pro- 
vidence of God, while my throbbing heart exclaimed; To 
the Lord belongeth mercy; and praise, and thanksgiving 
are his righteous due. 

By Mr. Hubbard I was received with great kindness, 
he was an innocent, honest man, and his family were 
truly friendly. Upon the ensuing morning I delivered my 
letter'to Major Paddock, whose reception of me was such 
as a stranger ought to expect, coolly civil; he, however, 
introduced me to Mr. Williams, a respectable, philan- 
thopic gentleman strongly attached to the writings of Ja- 
cob Bhemen. To Mr. Williams I have most gratefully 
to acknowledge a series of important and essential obliga- 
tions. Measures were soon in train for the purpose of 
procuring a place, in which I might be allowed to deliver 
my testimony; but every effort was ineffectual, until the 
following Saturday, October SOth. In this interval, I re-' 
ceived from Mr. Thomas Handasyde Peck, a polite invi- 
tation to dine. Mr. Peck was a very respectable man, 
and his lady a most valuable woman;* they were unwea- 
ried in contributing, to the utmost of their abilities, to the 
relief of the sons and daughters of sorrow. Ranking 
among the admirers of Mr. Whitefield, they possessed 

* Many of the descendants of this exemplary couple are among the 
mpst opulent dwellers in this town. It is reported, that they are 
marching forward ilt the luminous path of their excellent ancestors : 
that they uniformly extend to the children of adversity a munificent 
and extricating hand ; and, although their voices did not gladden the 
sick chamber of the preacher, yet he rejoiced in their proBperity, and 
in that larse portion of benevolence, ascribed to them t^ tne ecnoing 
tongue of rame. Ed. 
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timinently the characteristic of his adherents, — ^they were 
abundantly less bigoted than other Religionists. In the 
agreeable family oi Mr. Peck, I passed a most delightful 
day; I related to them the manner of my coming to the 
house of my patron, and 1 sketched for them the dealings 
of God with me, since he had called me forth. They lis- 
tened with silent astonishment; and when I had finished, 
they praised God in my behalf. They were evidently 
pained, that I could not obtain a place in which to preach; 
and they added, if no other could be procured, they would 
open their own doors for this purpose. There were in 
Boston, at this period, a few individuals, who were im- 
measurably attached to the writings of Jacob Bhemen. 
Those persons looked down with pity on all those they 
had left behind, who were such infidels, as not to ascribe 
honor and glory to the inspired pages of this writer. I 
could not forbear experiencing great satisfaction from the 
consideration, that Jesus Christ was made unto me wis' 
dom. The adherents of Bhemen enjoyed their philosoph- 
ical divinity very highly, delighting to wrap themselves 
about in a mysterious garment of unintelbgible jargon. 
But thus it must ever be. Error will prevail, until the 
appointed time of the Father shall usher the benighted 
mand into the clear shining of the full meridian of Divine 
Kevelatioii. ■ ^ -^ 

At the house of Major Paddock I met a member of Mr. 
Stiliman's church, who seemed to conceive there would 
be little difficulty in overthrowing my plan; to whom I ob- 
served, that if any iodi vidua! would unite with nie in 
searching the scriptures, f would, supposing there were 
not found in the book of God more positive assertions of 
final, and universal Redemption, than of final Reproba- 
tion, pledge myself immediately to surrender my present 
soul-satistying views. * No one,' he replied, * coidd take 
pleasure in the destruction of mankind.' Why, do not 
you, sir? * No, sir.' Why, sir? ' I wonder you should 
ask such a question.-? Why, sir, why Should you not take 
pleasure in that, in which God takes pleasure; ? ' God 
does not take pleasure in destruction, sir)' What, sir, and 
make individuals on purpose to destroy them ? and Almigh- 
ty too — ruling in heaven above, and in earth beneath, as 
seemeth in his sight good? Do you dare say, if you had 
power, no fellow creacure should be lost; and dare you 
suppose, that He, who hath all power, both in heaven and 
in earth, hath not so much love as ^ou, a finite being? 
Will He say to you, Love your enemies, do good to those^ 
who hate you^ and pray for those, who despitefull;| Ufl6 
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you,--and will He not do likewise ? shall the disciple ho 
above his Master, and the servant above his Lord: He 
answered with a sigh : ' I cannot ar^e with you, sir, that 
last observation has weight.' Ah, sir ! 1 continued, would 
that every individual were more intimately acquainted 
with that most elevating subject, the love of God to maoj 
the ncver-!>eginning, never-ending love of God to man. 
This, sir, is a species of knowledge, which doth not puff 
up; but it lifts up, as on eagles' wings, ever mounting, 
never tiring, but still discovering new wonders., througo 
the wasteless ages of eternity. But man, poor, fallen man, 
who in his present state is enmity against God, is ever 
measuring the love and compassion ot Deity, by his own 
scanty rule. Nay, by a rule, which he Would blush to 
acknowledge. I have frequently said, that there is not a 
person of character upon this continent, who would bear 
to be delineated, whatever character he sustains, as he 
thinks and speaks of the Most High* What father would 
choose to be supposed deficient in providing, to the extent 
of his power, every requisite aid for the beings he has 
been instrumental in mtroducins into existence.^ It is 
confessed by all, that God is Almighty; that he is a sove- 
reign; that he can do, and will do, as he pleases; and that 
no power can resist his will. It is also said. That he will- 
eth not the death, the eternal death, of the sinner; that he 
willethjthat man should be saved; that he hath appointed, 
and therefore sends out his servants to warn mankind, to 
call them to eternal blessedness, to persuade them to come, 
that all things are now ready. All this looks like love in 
God. But we afe informed, the people, called, have no 
knowledge of God; that tHey are enmity against God, and 
that, not froiri a persuasion that God was, in Christ, rec- 
onciling them to himself, but because they do not know 
this, and therefore do not believe it; that no man can 
come unto the Father, but by Jesus; that no man can 
conic unto Jesus, except the Feather draw him; and that 
all, who learn of th§ Father, come unto Jesus; and all, 
who come unto him, he will in no wise cast out. Are 
multitudes cast out forever? Then it is because they 
were not taught of God; for if they had learned of the 
Father, they would have come unto Jesus, and he would 
in no wise have cast them out. But did God attempt to 
teach them, and, finding it beyond his power, did he finally 
give them up? But is not God, almighty? Yes, but he 
aid not choose to stretch forth his Omnipotent arm. Why ? 
Because if he had, they must be saved, and he would leave 
them to the freedom of their own will. Did He not know 
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tke consequence would be their eternal damnation? O 
yes; but this is perfe(;tly right; for, when he called^ they 
would not hear. Did he intend they should hear ! We 
have nothing to do with that. Merciful God! lifl up tho 
light of thy irradiating countenance ^upon the benighted 
family of man. 

Upon the evening of October SOth, 1773, 1 preached for 
the first time in Boston, in the hall of the factory. My 
hearers were attentive, and after I had closed, several in- 
dividuals addressed me, and with apparent kindness invi- 
ted me to visit them at their houses. On the succeedin^^ 
evening, (Sunday,). I again preached in the hall; the con- 
gregation was too large for the place. My subject was 
^echariah ix. 9.. The people were more affectionate than 
the preceding evening; many, solicited me to tarry, and 
assured me, that a better place should be provided fo|: my 
accommodation. On Monday evening, November 1st, I 
preached to a select number at Mr. Peck's, who seemed 
to have the power of God amons them. In consequence 
of a pressing solicitation from this gentleman, I took up 
my lodging in his hospitable mansion; thus goodness ana 
mercy continually ibllowed meu From my beloved friend 
Binney, I received repeated and a^Rsctionate letters, and I 
trusted this young gentleman would become an able advo- 
cate for the Redeemer. 

A Mr. Little, of Newbury port, united his earnest solici- 
tations with a number of gentlemen, who importunately 




stage for Newburyportf 
Ob our arrival, inquiries were made at the coach-sioe, i: 
1 was there; and on being answered in the affirmative, i 
crowd collected. Mr. Parsons, the Presbyterian minister 
a venerable looking gentleman, immediately visited me 
juid asked me many questions. Where I came from 
what clergymen I was acquainted with? and what creden 
tials I could produce ? D uring his inquiries he discovered 
AS it appeared to me, some uneasiness at the idtea of m; 

? reaching in his pulpit: I therefore hastened to inforo 
im, that I was no priest, nor approved of by gentlemei 
of that order; that 1 professed my self somewhat aequaint- 
ed with the- salvation wrought out by Jesus Christ, aiM 
that wherever his providence caUed me, I was willing ti 
speak well of the name of the Redeemer; but> I added 
tnat I had great reluctance in speaking in any place It 
opposition to the wishes of the officiating minister. Mi. 
Persona replied: The house was not his, it was the prop« 
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eit? of the people, and when it was not occupied^ thej 
bad an inaubitable right to invite who they pleased. 
Speaking of my call to preach, whether ordinary, or ex- 
traordinary, I observed I had both when he petulently 
asked: * Pray, can you speak with tongues? ' It is possi- 
ble I may, sir, with tongues that you may not understand. 
However, your question is as much against you as against 
me. Jesus says, among the many signs, that shall n)llow 
those who believe, they shall heal the sick by laymj? 
hands upon them, and if they take up any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them. From these evidences, sir, per- 
haps it would be as hard for you to prave yourself even a 
beuever, as for me to prove myself a preacher, sent of God. 
While we were yet conversing, the bell was rune and a 
large congregation assembled, among which Mr. Parsons 
himself attended; and I selected for my subject, Isaiah Iv. 
10, 11. Agreeably to his earnest request, Mr. Little was 
my host; and upon the ensuing morning, (Saturday,) in 
eoosequence of a very poHte invitation, 1 breakfasted with 
Mr. Parsons, and I was received by him, and his, very cor- 
dially; his countenance brightened upon me, and he re- 
quested me to preach a^ain in his church on that day: 
Nor was this all; he walked with me to the pulpit, and sat 
with me there, while I preached preparatory to the com- 
munion, upon John xv. 12. On the ensuing day, (Sun- 
day), by the request of Mr. Marsh, who was indisposed, 
I preached, both morning and evening, at his church. 
Several friends visited me at Mr. Little's, and we closed 

tbe day wiin prayen i was"rauier sijLrpnsea ta learns 
that I lodged, at Mr. Little's, upon the very same bed, in 
which Mr. Whitefield had reposed; and that I had preach- 
ed in the pulpit, before which he was entombed. I con- 
tinued in Newburyport, passing my time most pleasantly, 
a second Sunday; I preached, morning and evening, in 
the pulpit of Mr. Marsh; I gave frequent lectures there, 
and in the meeting-house oi Mr^ Parsons^ who always sat 
in the pulpit with me, and frequently entertained me most 
hospitably at his house. His lady appeared to merit a 
rank among the most accomplished of women ; she was 
highly socialjo sentimental, and pleasant. The circle of 
my friends in Newburyport was very respectable. Upon 
a lecture evening, afrer I had closed, an old, grey-headed 
man, a member of Mr. Parson^ church, quitting his seat, 
addressed the congregation, and in a loud voice said: 'My 
friends, this is a servant of the living God, who is come 
from a far country, to proclaim the glad tidings of salva-* 
tion. We have too long been in darkness; yea, QW 
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tongues have cleaved to the roofs of our mouths, and thia 
man is sent to animate and renew our faith.' Many hleis- 
ed God, they had seen and heard me; and all this I impu- 
ted to a want of knowledge, relative to the extent of the 
fflad tidings I promulgated. I'he Grace, Union, and 
Membership, upon which I expatiated, were admitted by 
every Calvinist, but. admitted only for the elect; and when 
1 repeated those glorious texts of scripture, which indispu- 
tably proclaim the redemption of the lost world,-— as I did 
not expressly say. My brethren, I receive these texts in 
the unlimited sense in which they are given, — tthey were 
not apprized, that I did not read them with the same con- 
tracted views, to which they had been accustomed. When 
they became assured of the magnitude and unbounded re- 
sult, which I ascribed to the birth, life, and death «f the 
Redeemer, their doors were fast closed against me. For 
myself, I was in unison with Mr. Relly, who supposed the 
gradual dawn of light would eventually prove more bene*- 
ficiai to mankind, than the sudden burst of meridian day.^ 
Thus I was contented with proclaiming the truth as it is 
in Jesu@, in scripture language only, — leaving to my hear- 
ers deductions, comments, and applications. 

While I continued at Newbury port, numerous solicitaF- 
tions poured upon me, from various quarters; but, in 
haste to return to Philadelphia, I could only comply with 
the urgent importunities of several gentlemen from Ports- 
mouth, to which place I journied on the 10th of November, 
1773. I was received at Portsmouth with most flattering 
marks bf kindness. The pulpit of the separate minister, 
Mr. Drown, then recently deceased, was thrown open to 
me; the congregatio^is were large; my adherents were 
truly respectable, and I was earnestly urged to take up 
my residence among them. The raeeting-housef of Mr. 
Drown being too small, I was invited into the pulpit af 
Dr. L , in which I preached, two clergymen occu- 
pying seats therein., In Portsmouth I received many 
marks of friendship; my necessities were sought out, and 
removed; and the name of Clarkson, Morrison, Hart, an^ 
Drown, son of the deceased minister, were, on that firsi 
visit, among my most partial friends. I returned to New- 
buryport, accompanied by Mr. Morrison and Mr Drown, 
and again delivered my testimony in the pulpits of the 
Rev. Mr. Parsons and Mr. Marsh. Mr. Parsons request- 
ed I would vn*ite to him from Philadelphia; and on Wed« 
nesday, November 17th, I returned to Boston,, where I 
learned, that a spirit of inquiry was in operation amcmi 
my friends; that their bibles were in their hands; and that 

^17* 
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ther wore diligently employed in fiearching the scriptures, 
to nnd whether these things were indeed so. Upon the 
evening of the 18th, I preached in the mansion of my ven- 
erable friend, Mr. Peck; and I was distinguished by him 
and his lady, with even parental kindness; Mrs. Peck en- 
treating me to inform my mother, that I had found, in the 
new world, a second maternal friend. It wais apon this 
occasion, that I audibly exclaimed : O God ! thou hast still 
continued my God, and my guide; l^t me not forget to 
render praises unto Thee. 

At the period of whi(*h I am speaking*, there in Boston 
were a number of Deists, who attended my labors. Their 
leader gave me frequent invitations to visit him; he sum- 
* ,K)ned his friends, with whom he united in expressing his 
abhorrence of the character of the Apostle Paul. To this 
gentleman I dwelt upon the respectable proofs, by which 
the authenticity of scripture was supported, and I took 
leave to observe, that he must have received the character 
of Paul from his enemies; that Paul was indubitably a 
learned man, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel; that he 
was celebrated as an orator; and that his morals were un 
impeached. It was true, he was said to have advocated a 
most comfortless doctrine, — to ha\e affirmed, that a few 
were elected to everlasting life; while, by the same irr-eversi- 
ble decree, countless millions were consigned to Fcmedi- 
less and never-ending misery. But, I added, sirs, believe 
it not; for, verily, the doctrine, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, was uniformly pro- 
claimed by our great Apostle. The doctrine of election is, 
questionless, to be found in tl^e pages of this evangelical 
writer; but reprobation is not a necessai^ consequence of 
election, nor does it appear in the writings of the Apostle 
to the Gentiles. A governor is elected by a common- 
wealth, a council, senators, representatives are elected; 
but are the people therefore consigned to perdition .? Thus 
I went on, and my little audience with lifted hands ex- 
claimed: * This plan is worthy of a God; and we felici- 
tate you, dear sir, as the Ambassador of Deity.' The hall 
of the Factory, and the dwelling of my friend being too 
small ior the increasing congregation, Mr. Peck proposed 
I should publish a lecture in tne meeting-houso or Mr. 
C — ;— *-, of which he was the principal support. I at first 
declined this proposal; but his repeated, and earnest so- 
licitations, induced me to preach in Mr. C »s pulpit. 

In the hall of the Factory 'also, I again delivered my mes- 
sage: and on Friday, November 26th, I preached at Fa- 
neuil Hall: my subject, John viii, 86: Jf the Son, there- 
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fore, shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. The 
'principal gentlemen of the town were among my audience, 
who heard me with great seriousness. After lecture, ma- 
ny took me by thie hand, and, urging' me- to return to them 
speedily, prayed in the warmest manner, for my success, 
as a gospel promulgator. This was the last night of my 
, abode in Boston, on my first visit. I passed it at Mr. 
Peck's, accompanied by some friends, and we devoted it 
to scriptural investigations. , My continuance in Boston 
was strongly urged; but 1 was under the necessity of de- 
parting, and devotional prayers for my safetty, success, 
and speedy return, were reiterated- — such are my Cre- 
dentials. I left Boston on Saturday, November 27; 
reaching Providence upon the evening of that day, where, 
again and again, I delivered my testimony in the pulpit of 
the Rev. Mr. Snow. Departing thenccj on the Tuesday 
following, accom'panied by my dear young friend, Mr. 
Binney, for East-Greenwich, 1 met some very dear friands, 
and, aS' iron sharpeneth iron, so was ray countenance 
brightened, and my spirit soothed and 'cheered 

From this period, November 30th, until the close of 
January, 1774, when I reached my lodging-place, at the 
house of my patron, I moved slowly on, preaching glad ti- 
dings in various places, friends and enemies still multiply-, 
ing. At New-London my opportunities of preaching 
wefe repeated and the number of my treasures propor- 
tionably augmented; Hertell, Whey, TrtK?ma«, these were 
of the true circumcision, who worshipped Grod in the spir- 
it, rejoicing in Christ Jesus, and having no confidence in 
the flesh: and my orisons were daily offered up to the 
God of all consolation, that the number of such genuine 
believers might be increased. I delight to dwell upon the 
days I have passed in New-London. Deshon, Wheat, 
Saltonstall, Packwood, Law, Huntington, Champlin, Hub- 
bard, &c. &c., very pleasant have ye been untQ me. May 
the blessing of God descend upon your children's children, 
to the latest generation. 

One capital difficulty, which has encompassed me in 
my progress through this younger world, has been the ex- 
treme reluctance of inquirers to receive their answers in 
scripture language. Standing alone, I have sought to 
wrap myself, or rather to intrench myself in the sacred, 
testimony of my God; and for this I have been accused of 
prevarication, equivocation j and what not? merely be- 
cause I have not generally chosen to garb my sentiments 
in ray own words. For example : The interrogator com- 
mences with a great many compliments, and then follows * 
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* Do yun believe all men will finally be saved?' ihelievii 
Hit good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour j 
tiAo will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. * But do you yourself believe, 
that all mankind will finally be saved r God hath inched 
all in unbelief that he may have mercy upon all. But will 
tdl be finally saved? ' God hath spoken of the restitution 
of all i/iings, by the mouth of all his holy prophets , since the 
world began. ' But still you do not answer my question.' 
Why, sir, for any thing 1 know, the authors, I have cited, 
. mean, by their words, precisely the same as I do. I adopt 
their language, because I conceive it expresses my own 
ide&s better than any set of phrases I could press into my 
service. This mode, however, has rarely given satisfac- 
tion. Persons dare not, in an unqualified manner, deny 
the validity of scripture testimony; they can only assert) 
it does not mean as it speaks, and they earnestly repeat the 
question: * Do you believe,' &c. &c. While my respon- 
ses are drawn from the sacred streams, flowing in the book 
of God, from Genesis to Revelations, still they importu- 
nately, sometimes clamorously demand: 'But do you take 
those scriptures, as they are spoken? To which I can 
n'nly reply : I have no reason to believe that, by saying 
one thing, and meaning another, men, so upright, have 
formed a plan to deceive me. An attempt has then been 
made to prove the texts in question did not, could not, 
mean as they spake.- To which I have answered: Mul- 
titudes are on your side; ^man}^ ha've labored to prove God 
a liar; but I have never yet heard any argument, sufficient- 
ly potent, to convince me that He is so. 

On the ninth of April, in this year, I received from the 
church and congregation in Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 
worshipping in the separate meeting-house, a solemn, and 
affectionate call, to take upon me the pastoral charge of 
that people; but I was not then convinced I ought to ac- 
cept an establishment in any place. I passed the spring, 
and the early part of the summer of 1774, in Pennsylva- 
nia, the Jersies, and New- York with persons, who had 
drank into the same spirit with myself; with my revered 
friend, and father, with the Mounts and Pangburns of 
these happy days. Blessed be God, I have indeed enjoy 
ed richly the consolations of friendship. In Philadelphia 
I was present at the heart-rending trial of some malefac- 
tors, which resulted in their receiving sentence of death: 
and I could not forliear exclaiming: Oh, Adam, what 
HAST THOI7 DONE ? My bosom swcUs to rapture, upon the 
reflection, that I had frequent opportunities of visiting 
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those criminals, and of preaching to them peace, through 
the fountain opened in the side of the second Adam. The 
poor creatures seemed much affected. The proclamation 
of the tender mercies of the Redeemer was more effectual, 
than all the terrors of Mount Sinai. Departing from 
New York, about the 20th of July, I passed, by short 
stages, through Connecticut and Khode-Island, visiting 
my friends in various directions, aiA deriving inexpressi- 
ble satisfaction from beholding their order, their zeal, and 
the magnitude of tlieir faith. On the 16th of August, the 
governor of Rhode-Island sent me a passage of scripture, 
soliciting me to take it for my subject: It may be found, 
Mark xiv, 10. The governor attended, and after I had 
closed, took my hand with much cordiality, and expressed 
himself well satisfied, and truly grateful. 

September 14th, 1774, I again reached Boston. My 
friends had long been expecting me, and I was received 
and with demonstrations of heart-felt joy. Thrx>ugh the 
greatest part of this autumn, I continued preaching^in.the 
nail of the factory; in the mansion of my venerable friend, 
and at Faneuil-ltall Once I attempted to preach in Jtfa- 
sons'-Hall; but the throng, and consequent confusion 
were so great, that I was necessitated to aesist, even after 
I had worded my text: and finally, the congregation still 
augmenting, I yielded to the pressing solicitations of the 
proprietors of Mr. C— — 's meeting-house, and repeatedly 
delivered my testimony th'ere.. On the 81st of October, a 
gentleman, by the name c^f Sargent ,^ called jippn ine from 
^jQiMjeeter, urgitig ine to accornpan^ him tohis place of 
residency My engaffements would not allow my imme* 
diate- attendance, but! gave my word for an early compli' 
ance with hjs wishes. November 2d, Wednesday even- 
ing, I named as the subject of my public lecture, Luke ISth, 
from the 24th to the SOth. After I had closed, a clerffy-. 
man, of a respectable appearance, whom I had never be-» 
fore seen, ascended the stairs of the pulpit, and addressed 
the people to the following effect; * My fViends, you have 
heard a great deal said, (for what purpose I- know not,) 
which Is calculated to lead you astray from the true xnean-f 
ing of the text. The passage refers to the general judg* 
ment, and to nothing else; and all, that has been said, 
can only originate wrong ideas of the scriptures; for how 
can it be, that the Jews should be intended by those, who 
were shut out? When did the Jews see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God.^ or how is it pos^ 
Bible, that, if they should thus behold them, they cbuld 
ever be happy? It is not possible, tb^t any, w\\q 4ie in a 
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State of unbelief, should ever be happy to all eternity; and 
thercf(5re, my bret)^ren, I would exhort you to take care 
you are not led astray %" the words of man's wisdom, and 
the cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lay in wait 
to deceive. O! it is very dangerous to give heed to such 
things.' Thus the gentleman proceeded, earnestly warn- 
ing the people, and then paused. Again I arose, saying: 
Now this is well; I like this. How infinitely preferable to 
secret calumny; no bush-fighting here. And, so much 
am I gratified with this ingenuous manner of dealing with 
uie, that it is with extreme- reluctance I find it necessary 
to dissent from him in opinion. Yet I must beg leave to 
observe: In the first place, the gentleman must assuredly 
be wrong, in supposing the passage in question refers to 
the general and j^/io/ judgment. Do but attend to the 
concluding verse : There are last, which shall be^r«/, and 
firsts which shall be last, Surelji^ the text would not be 
thus worded, if the Zasf judgment^^were designed. The 
parable of the ten virgins illustrates this passage. Then 
turning to the 11th of Romans, I pointed out some par- 
ticulars, which are generally passed unnoticed; and when 
I read, ^for God hath included them all in IJNBELIEFi 
that he might have mercy upon all,^ my opponent, rising, 
looked over my shoulder evidently to ascertain, if I had 




your bible.' I begged we might 

t«»'iMiptAd: and.I affirmed, that my antagonist was entitled 
to my cordial tnaniLS, and luat au^^-v^u^m^^ ..a-j-^^i*. ., 

ample might be generally influential. I then lyoceeded 
to show, that it was possible an individual might pass 
out of time, ignorant of God an yet be taught of God in 
that great day, when the books should be opened, I read 
the fast part of the 22d Psalm, making a few remarks there- 
on ; and, after exhorting the audience to follow the exam- 
ple of the Bereans, paused for a reply. The gentleman 
affirmed, I had given an erroneous view of the parable of 
the ten virgins; that it pointed out the visible church, and 
that the foolish virgins were the hypocrites : an4 he admou* 
ished the people to beware of false teachers, &«, &c, To 
which I replied, by presuming the gentleman did not rec^ 
oQect, that the foolish virgins seemS to be equally a part of 
the kingdom of heaven, with the wise virgins, otherwise he 
would not so liberally consigned them to the devil. ^ He 
would have us believe, the kingdom of heaven is the visible 
church; such are the sentiments of His Holiness at Rome} 
\}^t having abjured one Pope, I trusted^ we^ sbbuld nof 
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again be brought into subjp.ntion to principles, the propri- 
ety of which our hearts refused to acknowledge. 

November SJ, I repaired to Gloucester, and was re- 
ceived by a few very warni-hearted Christians. The 
mansion-house — the heart, of the then head of the Sargent 
family, with his highly accomplished, and most exemplary 
lady, were open to receive met I had travelled from Ma- 
ryland to New-Hampshire, without meeting a single in- 
dividual, who appeared to have the smallest idea of what 
I esteemed the truth, a^J it is in Jesus; but to my great 
astonishment, there were a few persons, dwellers in that 
remote place, upon whom the light of the gospel had wore 
than dawned. The writings of Mr. Relly were not only 
in their hands,hut in their hearts. Four years previous to 
this period, an Englishman, a Mr. Gregory, had brought 
with him those obnoxious pages, and loaned them to this 
small circle of Gloucesterians, by whom they had been 
seized with avidity; the Father of their spirits rendered 
theni luminous to their understandings; and it was in 
consequence of their admiration of Mi*. Relly, that, ob- 
serving in the papers of the day, an individual malignantly 
axrainged, as a preacher of Kelly's Gospel, they delayed 
not to despatch earnest solicitations for my presence among 
them. In Gloucester, therefore, I passed my time most 
agreeably, until November 12th. The clergyraan of the 
principal meeting-house, being confined by illness, I wai 
visited by the deacons, and elders of his church, and by 
them conducted to his house, after which I obtained pei-- 
mission to preach in his pulpit, which I several times did; 
my subjecJfs, 1 Cor. xi. 26: The good Samaritan: Isaiah 
xxviii, 16, &c. Every day, and every evening was appro- 
priated to the expounding of the scriptures, in the spa- 
cious and well filled parlor of my new, and highly re- 
spectable fViend; and I had reason to believe, tnat God 
most graciously crowned my labors in this place, by giving 
to some brighter views, and inducing others to search the 
scriptures for themselves. Every morning commenced, 
and every day closed, with prayer; and, with glad hearts, 
we delighted to hymn the praises of a redeeming^ God. 
Taking a most affectionate leave of those very dear friends, 
on Saturday morning, accompanied by Mr Sargent, I re- 
turned to boston. Upon the evenings of Sunday, and 

Wednesday, I again occupied the pulpit of Mr C , 

and upon the evening of Wednesday the audience woro 
incommoded by a profusion of water thrown avet them, 
and an esg was aimed at me in the pulpit, wbicil however 
happened to miss me. On Thursday a piece of slander 
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was published in the paper of the day, over the signiiture 

of Mr C . He nad before declared, he would print 

no more in the newspaper, so hud I; but although he had 
•iUc&ited hia word, I did not think proper to follow his ex- 
ample, and I therefore addressed the following letter, to 
his private ear. 

Sir: 
Some time since, being under the disagreeable neces- 
Bity of repl3'ing to a dull repetition of 3'our abusive 
slanders, and bemg persuaded, right or wrong, you would 
have the last word, I assured the public I would write no 
more in newspapers ; so did you but your brilliant exam- 
ple shall never in^uence me to undertake the vindication 
of my veracity, by convincing the world I can lie* But 
as, in the close of j^our last performance, you informed 
me and the public, that, if I thought myself wronged, 
what had been asserted should be proved to my face, 
before as large an auditory as I pleased I now, sir, take 
leave to say, I do think myself most cruelly wronged, and 
I should rejoice in an opportunity of vindicating myself 
at the bar of the impartial public; yes, I should Vejoice to^ 
see a very large audience collected : but, as I suppose we 
shall not be able to procure any place, but the meeting- 
house in School-street, I shall expect, if you be an honest 
man, to meet you there. You commend a certain gentle- 
man, who recently spoke to me in that house — ^so do 1. 
He did not, like Solomon's fool, cast about firebrands, 
arrows, and death, and say am I no.t in sport? he spake 
above-board, fair, and openly. I should be glad you 
wouhl come and do likewise^-only I request you will let me 
know in writing, by the bearer, when you will do this 
piece of common justice, to the cruelly, and most unwar- 
rantably treated, 

JOHN MURRAY. 

This letter enraged him, and he sent it back, declaring 
he would have nothing to do with me. But on the follow- 
ing Sunday evening, when I repaired, as usual, to the 

meeting-house to preach Mr C was upon the 

stairs of the pulpit, with a number of his violent adheren|s, 
for the purpose of barring me out. Making no resistance, 
I requested the gentleman might be heard with patient 

attention; and silence being obtained, Mr C entered 

the pulpit, and declaimed for a long time, with great bit- 
terness; accusing me of preaching damnable doctrines, 
though he had never heard me preach ; but so he had 
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been informed, asserting that I was one of Reliy's follow 
ers, and Relly believed all mankind would be saved; and 
Relly was a blasphemer and denied the atonement; and I 
was a Deist, and it was dangerous to allow me to speak; 
for I said once, in his hearing, that God loved the deviPs 
children : and then, raising his voice he vociferated, ' It 
is a lie, a lie, a lie, it is a damnable lie.^ Thus he went 
en alternately crying out ag^ust me, and against Mr. 
Relly, damning my preaching, and his writings, and ex* 
Porting the people to avoid me, &c. &.c. When he had 
concluded, he quitted the pulpit, and was passing out of 
the house as speedily as possible. I requested him to stop ; 
but, observing he was rapidly departing, I urged the 
people to give me an opportunity of having justice done 
rae^ by detaining my accusing adversary that I might de» 
fend joacyself in his presence; and Mr. C ^was accord- 
ingly led into a pew. I informed the audience that I did 
indeed labor under great difficulty. The person, to whom 
I was about to reply was an old gentleman and a clergy- 
man, both of which characters were indubitably entitled 
to respect. Yet truth was, in my opinion, abundantly 
superior 'to every other consideration; it was beyond all 

frice; a gem, with which its possessor should never part, 
should therefore take leave to say, Mr, C wns 

very right, and very wrong. Right in condensing damna- 
ble doctrines wrong in charging me with prei^hing those, 
doctrines. Mr. C — — - — , I said reminded nke-^f Nero 
who to be revenged upon the Christians, caugM the city 
of Rome on fire, and charged the Christians -with the 

atrocious deed. Mr, C had dressed me in bear's 

skins, and then set the dogs at me. He affirms, that I 
preach damnable .doctrines T Suffer me to ask, What are 
damnable doctrines? Peter says. There shall arise false 
teachers among you, as there were false prophets among 
the people, who shall privily bring in damnable doctrines, 
even denying the Lord, who bought them. I appeal' to 
this audience. Did 1 ever deny the Lord who bought 
you.^ On the contrary, have I not borne constant testi- 
mony to this purchase? Did you ever hear me say. It 
made no difference, whether a man lived a good or a bad 
life; was a believer or an unbeliever? Surely it is highly 
inconsistent to rank me with the Deist, who utterly dis- 
owns the Redeemer, when I am arraigned at this bar for 
believing there is no God out of Christ, and that He, who 
is God, our Saviour, ie all, and in all. Mr. Relly is three 

thousand miles from this metropolis, Mr. C has 

neither seen nor heard him. Blasphemy, of which Mr. 
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■accuses him, is no where to be found, in his wii- 



tings. These writings, pve me leave to say, will live, 
ana be held in admiratioli, when ten thousand such 
characters as Mr C ■ 's and mine, will be consigned 
to oblivion. Thus I went on. Mr. C again ad- 
vanced to the pulpit; reiterated what he had before 
a'sserted, without regarding a syllable which I had utter- 
ed, until at length he interrogated: ^Does God love 
all the people in the world as well as Peter and Paul? 
Bt^r me, sir, first to ask you one question, which, if you 
will answer, then I will reply to yours* Did God love Pe- 
ter, and Paul, as well before they believed hs afterwards? 
* God loved Peter, and Paul, from the foundation of tlie 
world.' Again, and again, I repeated my question, but 
could not obtain a direct answer. The people from the 
galleries called out, ' Why do you not say yes, or no?'— 
but he refused thus to commit himself, and of course 1 
dropped the inquiry. Again he returned to the charge. 
^ Does God love all the people in the world, as well as 
Peter, and Paul ?* Yes, sir, I believe He does, as well 
as He loved those Apostles before they believed. * Do 
you believe God loves ail the people in the world?' Yes, 
sir, I do. Then, again he proceeded most violently, and, * 
that the heresy might be confirmed, he once more ques- 
tioned: 'Do you believe, that God loves the devil's chil- 
dren, as well as his own beloved ones?' No, indeed; I 
>^ d^; not think God loves any of the devil's children, 
^ There, there, now he is hiding again.' SuflTer me, sir, 
to ask. What is it constitutes the character of the wicked 
man? ' That is nothing to the purpose.' 

Again I ask, what is it constitutes the character of the 
wicked man? Here several individuals tremulously ask- 
ed: ' Why do you not answer the question ? we are all 
concerned in it, we are seeking information.' ' Suppose 
I cannot: let some one else answer, and, if I like ijt, I will 
agree to it.' No answer was given, and Mr. C re- 
sumed his declamation, afiirming, I had said, God loved 
the devil's children. I denied the charge, and was ^again 
accused of hiding, when I besought the attention of the 
people, while I explained myself. What are we to un- 
derstand by a father, and a child, but begett^ and begot- 
ten? Can you, Mr. C , or can any one present, 

presume to say, that the bodies, or the souls of mankind, 
were begotten by the devil? Is not God the father of the 
spirits of all flesh ? Is not God the Maker of our frames ? 
and doth not the Apostle say, we are all His offspring? 

If it be C0nfeS8pH, we ^H di«fi «*♦» AHnrn r»T«» Te«krA Ar«*^»r9'» 
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in Adam; and if we were in Adam, we were what Adam 
was. But the Evangelist Luke affirms^ that Adam was 
the Son of God, We will next inquire, Who are the 
children of the devil, and who are the children of God? 
I humbly conceive, Christ Jesus himself has put the mat- 
ter beyond dispute, in the ever memorable parable of the 
^ares of the field, and our obligation to the Redeemer, 
for explaining it so clearly to his disciples, is indeed im» 
measurable. 1 then repeated the parable, and the expla- 
nation: and proved from thence, that the abominations of 
the earth, were the children of the devil, becausepro 
duced by him; that the iniquities x>f the people were 
the tares, sowed by the adversary; that our nature was 
the good seed, which Jesua sowed^ A holy God could 
not love sin and, of course, could love no child of the 
devil :- but men, bein^ his offspring. He once loved them 
as his own, and having loved His own. He loved them 
unto the end; that He had proved this to all men, in 
the Gift of his Son; God so loved the world, that He 
gave them his Son, Mr. C — : — interrupted: 'Nine 
tenths of all you have said is nothing at all to the purpose: 
ai|d again, in terms the most violent, he renewed his ac- 
cusation, that I was all the time hidings A voice from 
the gallery exclaimed: ' If he be hiding, why do you not 
iiunt him out of the bush?' Mr. C at length taunt- 
ingly said: 'Come,, come, \esive off hiding, and tell the 
people, in plain English, that God loves them all.' To 
which I answered: I will, sir, in as plain English, as I 
can command;— ^and then, addressing the eongreffation, I 
thus delivered the genuine sentiments of my soul: I am 
commissioned to say, to every individual before me, that 
Ood loves you, and that you are not to accept this dec- 
laration upon my bare word; you have the word of a God. 
fjohichaannot lie; who proclaims Himself loving unto ever} 
man; who has given you proof positive of His love. Hif: 
love has been greatly manifested in your birth; in rear' 
ing you from infancy; in guarding you through the devi- 
ous paths of childhood, and youth; and preserving you 
from ten thousand dangers, to which you have been ex- 

Sosed;> His gracious providence, in so plentifully provi- 
ing for you, is a proof of His love. Four civil, and re- 
jifious liberties are blessed proofs of the love of your God. 
These particulars announce the love of Deity, to every indi- 
vidual, as a Creator, and Preserver. Yet these manifesta- 
tions may be considered as merely teztfporal : But, blessed 
be the holy name of Jehovah ! I am authorised to add, 
and in plain English too, that God loves the i^oul, which 
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emanates from Himself, and that He has proved tMa loTe 
by the gift of Hisr son. Chd so loved the world that He 
gmi^ t&m His $un ; Toub a child is bonty to us a Son it 
giweh. God has evinced His love^ by giving us, in thU 
Bon, Reconciliation, Reeenerationy a new M^ad, a ne^ 
Heart, a right Spirit. Here your Creator so loved you, 
aft to give you fvisdom, Righteousness, Sanctificationj aod 
Redemption, In Christ Jesus, God has so loved you, a» 
to bless you with all spiritual blessing; Cvery individu- 
id should believe this, since it is nothing more than an ac- 
complishment of the promise, of the oath of Jehovah^ 
which he swear unto Abraham^ saying Jtnd in thy Seed 
$hdU all the nations, all the families of the earthy he blessed. 
Such are the glad tidings, which the God, who loved you 
before the foundation of the world, hath conunanded us to 
proclaim to every one of you; such are the glad tidiqgs, 
which you ought to believe. If your heart tell you. It is 
not so, believe It not, it is an unbelieving heart; he, that 
trusteth such a heart, 19 a fool. If the devil tell you. It i» 
not so, believe him hot, he was a liar from the beginning. 
If your ministers tell you. You ought not to believe this 
good report, trust them not; they take ])art with the devil 
and your unbelieving hearts. Irie devil would persuade 
you, not to believe -these glorious truths, because, if you 
were delivered from his usurpation, you would hencefor- 
ward serve your Creator without fear. The arch fiend 
18 solicitous to retain you in bondage; his utmost efforts 
are in requisition to prevent you from believing, that 
God has so loved you, as to purchase you with the price 
of blood, of the precious blood of the Lamb of God; he 
would prevent you from believing, that you are bought 
with such a price, lest, thus believing, you should render 
yourselves living sacrifices, holy, and acceptable to God 
But, let God be true, and every man a liar. Ye are not 
your own, ye are bought with a price, and the love of 
• Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge-, if One died 
for aUy then were aU dead; and that He died for all, that 
they, who live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him, who died for them^ and rose agam. 

All the time I was speaking, Mr. C was kickinff 

my legs, or pulling the skirts of my garment, ever and 
anon vociferating: ' Have done, have done; you have 
said enough; quite enough,' &c. &c. Sometimes he stood 
up close to my side, shouldering me as hard as he was 
able. The congr^ation noticed his behavior, and it did 
not give them pleasure. For myself, I had much cause 
for gratitude to my divine Master; 1st, that he was pleased 
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to give me words; and Sdly^ that he did not suffer me to 
ose my self-command. JNo, not for an instant. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord, 

My next evening lecture was uninterrupted; but, on the 
succeeding Sunday evening, the throns was so prodigious, 
that it was with much difficulty I reached the pulpit; and 
when entered, I was nearly suffocated by the strong efflu- 
via, arising from the asafoetida with which the tools of the 
adversary had wet the pulpit and the pulpit cloth, plentiful- 
ly sprinkling the whole house with the same noxious drug. 
For some moments I was so much overpowered, as to induce 
an apprehension, that it would be impossible I should pro- 
ceed; but the God of my life was sufficiently abundant for 
me. The demons of confusion were, however, not quite 
satisfied; many stores were violently thrown into the win- 
dows; yet no one received any other injury, thah the alarm, 
which was created. At length, a large rugged stone, weight- 
ing about a pound and a half, was forcibly thrown in at the 
window behind my back; it missed me. Had it sped, as 
It was aimed, it must have killed me. Lifting it up, and 
waving it in the view of the people, I observed: This 
argument is solid, and weighty, but it is neither rational 
nor convincing. Exclamations from various parts of the 
house, were echoed, and re-echoed: ' Pray, sir, leave, the 
pulpit, your life is at hazard,' Be it so, I returned, 'the 
debt of nature must be paid, and I am as ready, find as will- 
inv, to discharge it now, as I shall be fifty years henco 
Yet, for your consolation, suffer me to say, I am immortal, 
while He who called me into existence has any business 
for me to perform; and when he has executed those pur- 
poses, for which he designed me. He will graciously sign 
my passport to realms of blessedness. With your good 
leave, then I pursue my subject, and while 1 have a — 
Thus saith the Loan — for every pointof doctrine which 
f advance?, not all the stones in Boston, except they stop 
my breath, sliall shut my mouth, or arrest my testimony* 
The congregation was, as I have said, astonishingly large j 
but order and silence were gradually restored, and I had 
uncommon freedom in the illustration, and defence of 
those sacred truths, which will be ultimately triuraphant, 
J' wo or three succeeding lecture evenings were unmolest- 
ed, when the business of stoning me in the pulpit, was 
again resumed ; my friends were in terror, and, after I 
h^Mi closed, forming a strong phalanx around me, they at- 
tended me home. Many religious people were violent 
in their opposition; they insisted that 1 merited the sever- 
est punishment; that the old discipline for heretics ought 
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to be put in force, and I was thus furnished with abundant 
reason to hless God for the religious liberty of the country 
of my adoption, else racks and tortures, would have been 
put in operation against me, nor would these holy men, 
moved by the spirit, have stopped short of my destruction. 
Tet was the charge of heresy never proved against me. 
I was never silenced either by reason or scripture — 1 had 
called upon men every where, clergymen, or laymen, to 
step forward, and convict me of error; promising imme- 
diately upon conviction, to relinquish the obnoxious 
tenet, whatever it might chance to be, and to adopt that 
better way, which would, in such an event, become lumi- 
nous before me. Truth, and gratitude, originates tbe con- 
fession, that in all eireumstanees, I have hitherto had rea- 
son to bless the God of my life who hath promised, He 
will be with me to the end of the world, and that all things 
■hall work together for good. Amen, and amen. 



CHAPTER VII. 

SimmaryBeeardofMivenlSifrom January 1775 lo October 

^ 1809. 

Amid the haunts of memory let me stray^ 
As duty, love, ^nd friendship, point the 'way ^ 
With iuHid of diligence: and humid eye, 
. Thib faithful reconl tearfully supply. 

Would the beloved preacher had continued his narra- 
tive. The Editor fondly calculating upon assistance which 
she believed herself authorised to expect, pledged herself 
to continue the sketch, even to the closing scene^ But, 
alas! disappointed in her cherished hopes, she stands 
alone. Her health is broken, her spirits are depressed, 
and she is advanced in life^ yea, doubtless, she is inade- 
quate to the pei"^''»rmance of her promise — But she remem- 
bers that this volume is addressed only to the friends of 
the dear departed, and she mournfully proceeds to its com- 
pletion. 

Upon December 14, 1774, Mr. Murray again visited 
Gloucester; the numerous family of the Sargcnts then 
seated in that place, embraced in almost all its branches, 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and their attachment to him, 
whom they believed an ambassaiior of the Redeemer, was 
proportioned to their zeal. Many respectable names 
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were added, and a little congregation was collected, who 
seemed to have among them but one heart, and one soul. 
Like the primitive Christians, they assemibled daily and 
they continued from house to house worshipping the only 
true God. their Saviour. On recurrence to the journal of 
the preacher we find a memorandum, written upon his 
second visit to Gloucester, which is thus worded: ^ Here 
iny God grants me rest from my toils, here I have a taste 
oi heaven. The new song is sung here, and worthy is 
THE Lamb constantly dwells upon their tongues.' Mr. 
Chandler's meeting-house was not closed against the pro- 
mulgator of glad tidings, until some time in January, 1775, 
upon the 20th of which month he made a second journey to 
Newburyport and Portsmouth. Those who had adhered 
to him in those towns, having ascertained that he abso- 
lutely believed the final restitution of all things, united 
with the many in the most unqualified censure. But the 
friends he had lost, particularly in Portsmouth, were re- 
placed by many others, among whom we find the names 
of Judge, and Sheriff Parker, Atkinson, Wentworth, Aus- 
tin, Warner, Slieafe, Langdon, Sewall, Brackett, Whip- 
ple, Thompson, Turner, Gardner, Massey, Jackson, &c. 
KrC. The heaven-instructed preacher continued many 
years an occasional visitor in Portsmouth, where his la- 
bors were greatly blessed, and when other pulpits were 
closed against him in that metropolis, the doors of the 
Episcopal Church were open for his reception. But after 
he had repeatedly lectured in that church, a few persons 
appeared in opposition, and, we have this moment under 
our eye, an original writing, addressed to the promulgator 
upon this occasion; we transcribe a verbatim copy: 
* Whereas it is represented that some objections have been 
made by one, or more persons, belonging to the Church call- 
ed Queens Chapel, against the doors thereof being opened 
for the admission of Mr. John Murray to preach the gos^ 
pel; Wherefore, we the subscribers, proprietors, and 
parishioners of the Church aforesaid, having taken the same 
into consideration — Do (in order to remove any difficulties 
that might arise in that gentleman's breast in consequence 
of such objections) hereby fully declare our free willj and 
consent, that the said Church be opened at ai.l times, 
whenever it may be convenient for li|^ to perform divine 
service in town, more especially durin* his present stay; 
and, instead of deeming it an indulgence granted him, We 
shall, on the contimry, acknowledge it a favor conferred 
on us, in his acceptance of this invitation. Portsmouth*^ 
May 24, 1781.' — Signed by twenty-four of the leacMng 
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members of the Church in Portsmauth. Our preacher 
was aUo made the instrument of irradiating the mind of 
an exemplary philanthropist, Mr. Noah Parker; now in 
regions of blessedness, who was so deeply penetrated, as 
to present himself a servant of the living God, a voluntary 
preacher of the Gospel. A convenient house was raised 
for his use, by the brethren in Portsmouth, and he contin- 
ued, ui.til his departure out of time, a zealous and able 
minister of the Reconciliation. 

Attached to the Gloucesterians, Mr. Murray once more 
believed he had found a permanent residejice; yet, al- 
though he consented to consider that place as his home; 
he did not relinquish the persuasion that his commission 
obliged him to go forth a preacher of the Gospel, where- 
ever, and whenever the providence of God might seem to 
direct him. The inveteracy of his enemies in the town of 
Gloucester, was in full proportion to the attachment of 
his friends, and every means of annoyance was in requisi- 
tion. The spirit of liberty mounted very high in Glou- 
cester, and for the purpose of influencing the ignorant, 
the teacher was proclaimed a Papist, sent out by Lord 
North, to aid the purpose of an obnoxious ministry; 
anathemas, and sometimes stones, followed his steps as 
he passed the streets; a town -meeting was called, the aim 
of which (lest the friends of the promulgator should take 
the alarm) was moait illegally shrouded in silence, and a 
vote was thus surrej)titioiii?ly obtained, that ho should 
forthwith, depart from the borders of Gloucester; of this 
vote he was a4vertised by an officer — let us not say of 
justice. .3till) however, he continued witnessing both to 
small and great, what Moses and the prophets had testi- 
fied concerning Jesus of Nazeroth, that he died for our 
sins, and arose again for our justiiication. The most un- 
warrantable moans were eii]]jj(j} ed, old slanders were re- 
suscitated, and new accusations brought forward; tales 
which had been repeatedly confuted, w^re new garbed, 
and sent abroad, swelling the bosom of integrity with un- 
utterable anguish. Among CvJiintlcss other calumnies 
which were afloat, a story was embellished, and published 
originally propagated by one Maxwell, \xhercin the 
preacher, the lover of the ivedoemer, is represented aa 
treating the Euch^st in a ludicrous manner! although 
the gentleman — Mr, afterwards General Greene, at whose 
house, and in whose presence, the irreverent profanation 

was said to have taken place — had written to Doctor S 

and others, completely exonerating the accused. Mr. 
Murray's sentiments upon tlie sacred and consolatory or- 
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dinance of the Lord's Supper, are explained and expati- 
ted upon, in his Letters and Sketches of Sermons, to 
which the interested reader is referred. It cannot be de- 
nied, that characters generally respectable combined to 
stimulate the mob to the most desperate measures, but 
every unwarrantable project was frustrated. The doors 
of the meeting-hous6 being now closed, the parlors of re- 
spectable friends became the places of assembling, until 
at length a s])acious room was consecrated for that pur- 
pose. Letters of excommunication were now addressed, 
by the established Minister, to seventeen of the most re- 
spectable Church members, and this, for their attachment 
to the Gospel of God our Saviour. While others, avail- 
ing themselves of a Provincial Law, endeavored to expel 
the Ambassador of their God, as a vagrant. To meet, 
and obviate which difficulty, the kind friend under whose 
especial patronage he then was, presented him with a 
deed of gifts which constituted him a freeholder in Glou- 
cester. The months of March and April, in this year, 
were, by the preacher, devoted to visiting his friends in 
Boston, and various parts of Rhode Island, and toward 
the close of April, he returned .to his highly favored home, 
rejoicing that the zeal, and attachment of the Glouces- 
terians, were nothing diminished, and their meetings fbr 
scriptural investigations were joyfully resumed. In the 
month of May, 1775^ the leading officers of the Rhode Is* 
land Brigade, assembled in the neighborhood of Boston, 
despatched a respectable messenger, with a letter, solicit- 
ing the attendance of the promulgator, as chaplain to their 
detachment of the Revolutionary Army. We transcribe 
a verbatim copy of this letter. , .-* 

( Dear Sir : 

' Amidst that concurrence of events which the sreat Cre- 
ator in infinite wisdom directs, for the accomplishment of 
bis own purposes, a British armament hath set hostile 
foot upon American ground. What the design of the Al- 
mighty may be, we cannot at present absolutely determine. 
One thing we know, our cause it just, and also that the 
Parent of the universe can do no wrong. An army hath 
been raised in this Colony, which is now stationed upon 
Jamaica Plains in Roxbury, and that tMs army may do 
honor to themselves, and the cause in which they are em-r 
barked, it is requisite that propriety of manners, regularity 
of conduct, and a due reliance upon the Almighty control^ 
er of events, should be cultivated and enforced. The oiQSt 
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probable human means we can devise to effect an object 
■o ardently to be desired, consist in a decent, sincere, and 
devout attendance, at opportune seasons, upon diyine 
worship. We have, therefore, selected you as a Chaplain 
to our Brigade, well convinced that your extensive benev- 
olence, and abilities, will justify our choice. We cannoi 
without doing violence to the opinion we have formed of 
your character, doubt of your ready compliance with our 
united request. The support you will receive shall exaetr 
hfj correspond with your feelings; and your wishes. We 
are, dear sir, &c. &c. &c. 

Siirned in behalf of the Brigade. 

J. N. VARNUM. 
May 24, 1776. 

A persuasion that he could be of more use in the army, 
than elsewhere, would not allow the preacher to balance, 
and, accordingly resigning the calm recess of friendship, 
he presented himself m t£e American camp, and ' armed 
with the sword of Jesse's youthful ^on,' he was indeed 
most ardently engaged. The scene, however, was not 
calculated to give pleasure to a philanthropist. In a mem- 
orandum of this date, he thus expresses himself: ' My 
troubles have recommenced ^ I am now indeed in the world 
and shall doubtless encounter tribulation ; I am associated 
with an ungovernable set of people. It is true, the officers 
are gentlemen, and call into action every efibrt to strength- 
en my hands ; but the soldiers — alas! the fact is, I am 
not in my own company.' Upon the 3d of July, the chap- 
lain 'accompanied a detachment of the Brigade,_to com- 
pliment General Washington, upon his arrival to take the 
supreme command of the army at Cambridge ; and he 
was received by the immortal chief, with that urbanity 
which he so well knew to practise. The subject of the 
first sermon, preached on sabbath morning at th6 Camp, 
Jamaica Flams, Psalm xliv, 1, 2, .3, and upon the 
evening of the same day, the last verse of the same Psalm. 
The preacher was engaged occasionally at Jamaica Plains, 
and on Prospect Hill. Every morning at 7 o'clock he 
met the several regiments Irpon the pairade ; gradually the 
habits of swearing, and the rough manners of the soldiery, 
yielded to the christianized eloquence of their Chaplain, 
and his success in the army was indeed most wonderful. 
His benevolen'»5e, and benignity while there, is storied by 
many a tongue ; we indulge ourselves by selecting an in- 
stance, which did not reach our ears, until since his 
decease. A detachment of the array were ordered to 
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march, a river was to be forded ; a poor soldier in years, 
and struggling with sickness, was tottering under his bur- 
den : the preacher instantly accoutred hinaself with the 
knapsack, arms, and cartouch box, and, thus arrayed, pro- 
ceeded on, while the sufferer disencumbered passed lightly 
over. The writer of this sketch, could furnish a series 
of similar anecdotes ; oflen, when his finances have been 
at the lowest ebb, and the prodigious expense of living 
had produced distressing embarrassments, she has seen 
him extend to the necessitous, an extricating, hand, and 
he not only indulged, and cherished, but invariably atimvr 
lated every charitable purpose of her soul. 

General Washington, honored the preacher with marked 
and uniform attention ; the Chaplains of the army united 
in petitioning the Chief, for the removal of the promulga- 
tor of glad tidings ; the answer was handed them, in the 
feneral orders of the ensuing day, which appointed Mr. 
ohn Murray, Chaplain of the three Rhode Island Regi- 
ments, with a command from his Excellency, George 
Washington, that he should bo respected accordingly. 
Mr. Murray's commission was made out, and delivered to 
him, when enclosing it in a respectfully polite letter of 
thanks, he returned it to the noble minded Chief, earnest- 
ly requesting permission to continue in the army, as a 
volunteer. General Washington, after perusing, folded 
the paper and, observed: ' Mr Murray is a young man 
now j he will live to be old, and repentance will be the 
companion of his age.' The preacher lived to see this 
prediction fulfilled. Had he embraced the rich opportu- 
nity then presented he might have continued in the family 
of General Greene whose friendship was unbroken, and 
where his abode was hailed as a distinguishing favor, his 
daily ratio would have augmented for his emolument, his 
salary would have accumulated, he would have retired 
upon half pay, or commutation, and during the years of 
languor, and decrepitude, he might have commanded his 
own carriage, and servants; but the reader must have 
seen, that the preacher was accustomed to withdraw from 
the approaches of afiluence. 

Mr. Murray continued in the army so long as his health 
would permit, but bein^ violently seized by an indisposi- 
tion, which terminated m a-billious fever that precipitated 
him to the gates of the grave, he was, by the Physicia|i^of 
the Briffade, conducted to Gloucester: and no sooner was 
his health re-established, than his strongest feelings were 
powerfully excited, by the sufferings of the sons and 
daughters of want in that town. War of any description. 
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is particularly oppressive to its inhabitants, seated upon 
the inari^n of the ocean, their subsistence is principally 
derived from the deep. The rich sources of Commerce^ 
thrown open by -the genial hand of peace, became, to the 
hardy, and enterprizin^ Gloucesterian, legitimate object! 
Qf pursuit; and his uniform, and industrious efforts, art 
crowned by competency. But whatever obstructs his ad- 
venturous plans, inevitably involves him in distress, and 
the period to which we advert was, perhaps, the most 
gloomy of any during the revolutionary war. It had con- 
tinued long enough to try without familiarizing or tnJu- 
rating the feelings, and hope had almost become the vie 
tim of despair. The humane prea<^er surveyed those 
multiplied children of penury — and he surveyed them with 
a philanthropic eye; nor was this all— commencing a 
journey in the depth of a severe winter, he addressed the 
general officers in the American army, beginning with 
their revered Chief, and extending his application, to ina^ 
ny other gentlemen, whose confidence and whose friendship 
he enjoyed. He adressed to those distinguished individ- 
uab, the voice of supplication, and so successful was his 
embassy, that he returned to Gloucester with a largesumof 
money which he converted into rice, meal, and molasses, 
rendering a scrupulous account to the selectmen, and pray- 
ing them to recommend such persons, as were proper ob- 
jects of this providential bounty; the whole was punctually 
distributed, and many sufferers most essentially relieved. 
Yet on the 27 th day of February, in the succeeiding year, 
1777, we find this same feeling solicitor, summoned from 
the house of a friend, Mr. Winthrop Sargent, where he 
was sufiering from indis'position, and arraigned at the bar, 
of the then committee of safety, for the town; of Glouces- 
ter. Some gentleman councelled him to disregard the sum- 
mons, especially as the whole committee were not assem- 
bled, and those who were collected, were decidedly his in- 
veterate enemies, — ^but he answered, that possessing a 
consciousness of innocence, he could not fear the face of 
man. The following account of the extraordinary pro- 
ceeding which ensued, is from the minutes of a gentle- 
man vvho was an ear witness of the scene the chairman 
of the committee opened the business. * We have sent 
for you, to know who you are, and from whence you 
came?' 'Your question is rather difficult, sir, I hardly 
know how to answer you, do you mean where did I come 
from last? ' * I say where di^J you come from.' * I have 
been in various places in this country sir. < I say where 
did you come from when you came into this country?' 
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Ff 0th Enffland.* From what part of England^ » 'Lon- 
don.' ' Wkat business had you to come to thfs country? * 

* Business, sir ! I felt disposed to come, and came — ' * What ^ 
business have you iiv this town ?' * The same as I have in 
every town where I happen to sojourn.' Here ono of the 
committee, arose, and requesting leave to speak, which was 
granted, said : * 1 conceive we have senWor this man to 
know from whence he came, who he is, and what business 
he has here; this is a time of difficulty, we are at variance 
with England, he calls himself an Englishman, we do not 
know what he is. He associates with a great many, whom 
we Jook upon as enemies to this country, and they go to hear 
him converse-— I think— 1 cannot call it preaching-* Here 
Mr. Murray would have spoken, but he was imperiously, 
not to say im'pudently commanded to be silent, and his ac- 
cuser proceeded, until at length the chairman again re- 
sumed: VWhere did you come from? We want to know 
where you were born, and brought up?' Mr, Murray an- 
swered, ' Gentlemen, it is not my wish to give you unne- 
cessary trouble. I was born in England, shortly after I 
had attained my eleventh year, J accompanied my father 
to Ireland, where I continued many years under his care;, 
when I was between 19 and 20, I returned to England, 
where 1 abode, living generally in London, until I quitted 
it for this country. Since I came into this country, my 
residence has been in Maryland, Pennsylvania,- the Jer- 
seys, New- York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachu- 
setts, and New Hampshire.' * What did you come into 
this country for?' ' In pursuit of retirement, but concur- 
rent circumstance's rendered me ^ preacher.' * ' Have you 
any credentials?' * Yes sir.' * Sh^Av them.' I have none 
present, there are many in this town who have heard me, 
and received my testimony; they are my credentials. 'Ay, 
that is nothing — ^you see he has no authority. How. could 
you think of preaching without authority ?' ' When I 
came into this country there was no war, 1 believed it to 
be a land of civil, and religious liberty— every charter, and 
every law made among yourselves, breathed a spirit of 
toleration, I felt assured I should be allowed liberty of con- 
science; my intentions were upright; a conviction that 
God had ordained me to proclaim the gospel, has been pow- 
erfully impressed upon my mind, and I am still convinced, 
that I ought to preach the Gospel.' * How long do you 
intend to stay in this town ?' 'I do not precisely know, 
but certainly until the weather and roads shall be good ' 

* The weather will do, and it is pretty good travelling now ^ 
(At this time the winter having been extremely severe, the 
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roads were nearly impassable.) ' I do not believe I shcS 
quit Gloucester until April, about that time I expect to 
commence a journey to Philadelpkia.' ^ The town is veiy 
mneasy at your continuance here, and we are a committee 
i^ safety. We are to take up ail strangers, and send them 
out (Mf town.' ' Sir, I have already been warned out of 
town, and if youlfe apprehensive of my becoming a charge, 
I can procure bonds.' One of the committee addressed 
the chair for liberty to speak, which having obtained, he 
said: 'Your stay in this town, is cause of uneasiness to 
many; you hurt the morals of the people, and a great ma- 
ny who hear you are enemies to the country.' Mr^ Mur- 
ray responded — * Those who hear me, and believe what I 
deliver, can never be injured in their morals.' * I do not 
believe you.' ' You have not heard all I ha^ said in de- 
fence of my persuasion.' ' I have heard enough, I neither 
heheve, nor lUse »*.' ' Well, sir, there is no act of assem- 
bly to compel you to hear; but you should rememl>er your 
neighbor is entitled to equal liberty with yourself.' ' You 
deliver very erroneous principles.' ' My principles are all 
to be found in the sacred records of divine truth.' ' Ay, 
so you say.' * I was not apprized that I was cited before 
a spiritual court.' Mr. Murray then addressed the chair 
— ' Sir, this gentleman asserts that I associate with a great 
many enemies of this country. I demand that they be 
pointed out. If I associate with an individual of this des- 
cription, it is unknown to me.' A gentleman at the chair- 
man's elbow observed: ' Mr^ chairman, I think we have 
no business to answer this man a single question: we did 
not send for him to answer his questions, but to ask ques- 
tions of him.' The chairman then repeated, that the town 
was very uneasy, and advised Mr. Murray to depart to 
prevent further trouble: to which he answered. ' Sir, I 
nave been nearly seven years in this country j perhaps no 
one has a more extensive acquaintance; 1 have many 
friends, and many enemies. I feel that 1 am a friend to 
all mankind, and I am happy that no circumstance of my 
life can prove the contrary. 1 was invited to this town, 
and 1 have been cordially received, but it seems I am sus- 
pected, because I associate- with many who are enemies to 
this country. I associate with Captain W. S. — pray is he 
an enemy.'* During my residence in this place. I have 
never heard a syllable uttered, which this committee ought 
to consider as reprehensible. I am not acquainted whh a 
single individual who appears to be an enemy to this coun- 
try: two or three worthy characters I know, who do not 
perfectly approve every measure which has been adopted. 
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I have recently endeavored to recollect how many gentle- 
men, the circle of my connexions from Maryland to New 
Hampshire contained, who were suspected of being un- 
friendly to the present order of things, and I could number 
but five persons, not an individual of whom has ever been 
proved inimical to American prosperity* For nnrself^ 1 
rejoice in the reflection, that I am a staunch friena to lib- 
erty, genuine liberty. It is well known that I have labor- 
ed to promote the cause of this countiy, and I rejoice that 
I have not labored in vain. I am so well known, and I 
have the happiness to be so well respected, that his Ex- 
cellency, General Washington, appomted me to officiate 
as chaplain to several regiments. I should have imagined 
this fact would have been sufficient credentials hers. 
I have injured no person in this town. I am invited to 
meet my frifends, in the house of a friend, where they 
desire me to read the Bible, to comment thereon, ania 
io unite with them in solemn prayer to Almighty God, for 
the continuance of his mercies to us, as a people, and 
not unto us only, but to a once lost, and now redeenoed 
world.' A member of the committee observed, that 
they could not be answerable for any thing that might be 
done by a mob, and, it was not in their power to prevent 
it, if he did not, without delay, leave the town. Mr. 
Murray laying has spread hand upon his breast answer- 
ed: ^ Sir, 1 feel such a consciousness of innocence here, 
that I know not what it is to fear. It is with perfect 
composure tharl commit myself to God, si^d the laws of 
this Commonwealth. If I have broken any law, let me 
be punished by law; but I bless God I am not a lawless 
person. Sir, I am a stranger to fear, I have committed 
no action worthy of punishment. Sir, I know not what it 
is to fear. No man can have any power oyer me, except 
it be given to him from above; no mjury can be^olie me, 
but by the permissipn of my God.' But I am not afraid; 
the worst this mob can do, is to deprive me of a life, which 
I have been many years quite willing to resi^. Sir, I 
commit mysellf and my cause to the Ruler of Heaven and 
of Earth.' One gentleman observed, -that the rule upon 
Earth was delegated to them, or words to that effect — 
when Mr. Murrav replied: * Sir, I conceive the God of 
Heaven is the only Ruler in Heaven above, and in Earth 
beneath' — ^and, addressing the chair, he added : ' Sir, I, 
have answered every question you have thought proper 
to ask — and as I find it difficult to speak, I am so very ill, 
I will take leave to wish you a good evening. Gentlemen 
good night' — ^when, without interruption he departed. 
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Alas alas ! bow tyrannical is the dominion of preju- 
dice I in tbis instance it precipitated men, respectable men, 
wbo in the common occurrences of life, had uniformly 
preserved a decent reputation, upon a procedure the most 
absurd and unwarrantable. Interrogations so unceremo- 
niously made to a person, who, as the almoner of his God, 
bad the preceding year, fed large numbers of their almost 
famished poor, who had never committed any act of 
violence, or discovered the smallest inclination to aid the 
enemies of the new worlds was, as we trust, a singular 
outrage. But Mr. Murray was a Christian, and after the 
way that they called heresy, so worshipped he the God of 
his fathers; he could not therefore be allowed to merit 
either confidence or gratitude. 

On the Christmas day of 1780, Mr. Murray first preach- 
ed in a small neat building, erected for his use, by the 
Gloucesterians. His adherents, associated for public 
worship, had, as they believed, organized themselves, and 
solemnly covenanting together,-they conceived themselves 
an INDEPENDENT CHURCH of Christ. A Writing was 
prepared, signed by every individual of the congregation, 
in which, after dilating upon the fundamental principles 
of the faith they had embraced, they professed to acknowl- 
edge, as Christians, no Master but Jesus Christ, rec'eivinff 
as their guide in spiritual matters, only the word and 
spirit of the Redeemer; but they pledged themselves to 
the community at large, and to each other, to yield obedi- 
ence to every ordinance of man, to be peaceable and obedi- 
ent subjects to the powers ordained of God, in all civii 
eases. But as subjects of that King, whose kingdom is 
not of this world; they denied the right of any human 
authority to make laws for the regulation or their conscien- 
ces; they rejoiced in the liberty wherewith Christ had 
made them free, and they determined no more to be 
entangled by any yoke of bondage. They professed a 
disposition to live peaceably with all men, to avoid unne- 
cessary disputation; and, should they be reviled, to en- 
deavor in patience to possess their souls. We make 
from ibis solemn instrument the following extract. 

* As an INDEPENDENT CHURCH OP Christ thus bouud 
together by the cords of his love, arffl meeting together in 
His name, we mutually agree to receive as our Minister 
that is, our servant, sent to labor amongst us, in the work 
of the Gospel, by the great Lord of the Vineyard, our 
friend and brother, John Murrat. This we do, from a 
full conviction, that the same God, who sent the first 
preachers of Jesus Christ, sent him; and that the samQ 
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Gospel they preached we have from time to time received 
from him. Thus, believing hirji a Minister of the New- 
Testament, constantly declaring the whole counsel of 
God, proclaiming the same divine truth that all God's 
holy prophets from tbfl beginning of the world have de- 
clared; we cordially receive him as a messenger from 
God. And as it hath pleased God to open a great and 
effectual door, for the preaching of His Gospel, bythii 
His servant, in sundry parts of this great continent; when- 
ever it shall please his and our divine Master, to cj 11 him 
to preach the everlasting Gospel elsewhere, we will wish 
him God speed; and pray that the good will of Him who 
dwelt in the bush, may accompany him, and make his 
way clear before him.' 

'Thus we repeat, the little congregation in Gloucester 
considered themselves an independent church of 
Christ. They were conscious that they had, in every 
instance, demeaned themselves as good citizens, and that 
their utmost e/forts had uniformly been embodied, for the 
advancement of the public weal; they felt themselves de- 
servedly invested with th^ privileges artd immunities of 
free citizens, entitled to those liberties, ' with which God 
and nature had endowed them, and which thev believed 
to be secured to them by a constitution of governnieRt, 
happily established by the people of this commonwealth. 
Dissenting essentially from the doctrines taught by the 
established minister, they had borne an early testimony 
against his settlement: and they humbly hoped it would be 
sufficient for them to believe the holy scriptuhi:?, and 
to adopt the pure system of morals contained therein, as 
the rule of their conduct, and the man of their coun- 
sel. They rejoiced in the liberty of fre;^ inquiry, guar- 
anteed by the strong arm of government; and they felic- 
itated themselves, that they had been ushered into being at 
a time, when that fearful period had gone by, which arminrj 
the Religionists with the potent vengeance of civjl authori- 
ty, wrapped the whole world in a cloud of impe!ietrn]ilo 
darkness, -debilitated the human intellect, by closing thg 
door of free inquiry, and gave^birth to eight hundred years 
of ignorance, and barbarism, unequalled by any preceding 
era; whence arose an awful chasm in the history of the 
world and men ceased to think because thinking was a 
crime. The Gloucesterians adopted the idea of a respecta- 
ble writer, who considered Ordination as nothing more 
than the solemn putting a man into his place, and office 
in the Church, a right to which he had obtained by previ- 
ous election, which, together with his voluntary acceptance 
19* 
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of such election, became a legitimate base, upon whicb 
was founded the relationship between pastor and flock. 
Thus, as the word okdaiN signifies no more than to ap- 
poiifT, thev conceived that the election, and not the laying 
on of hands, completed the ordination. Reposing upon 
tie second and third article in the declaration of rights, 
the Gloucesterians exuhingly said : ' No subject shall be 
hurt, molested, or restrained in his person^ liberty, or es- 
tate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most 
agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his 
religious profession or sentiments, provided he doth not 
disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their reli- 
gious worship. All religious societies shall, at all times, 
nave the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, 
and of contracting with them for their support and maio- 
tenancc. And all monies paid by the subject to the support 
of public worship, shall, if he require t7, be uniformly (m-- 
plied to the support of the public teacher or teachers of his 
own religious sect or denomination, provided there be any 
on whose instruction he attends,^ Hut while the Glouces- 
terians were confidingly singing a requiem to their cares, 
they beheld, to their great astonishment, and no small 
dismay, their goods seized by an officer, and sold at auc- 
tion, for the purpose of answering the demands of the es- 
tablished minister. Articles of plate from one, English 
goods from another, and, from a third, the anchor of a 
vessel on the point of sailing. 

It was, as we believe, in the autumn of 1782, that this 
act of violence took place. An action 'was instituted by 
the independent church of Christ in Gloucester. Mr. 
Murray wslh urged to allow the prosecution to proceed in 
his name. ' His reluctance to this step was decided and 
affecting. He had passed through the country without 
even allowing or accepting contributions; and, to be con- 
siidered a prosecutor for monies, said to be due to him, 
fox preaching the gospel which he had determined to pro- 
mulgate /rce as the tight of heaven! the very idea was a 
stab to his long cherished feelings: it appeared to him 
like prostrating the integrity of his character, and strip- 
ping him of those honors, which he had fondly hoped 
would remain forever unshorn. The situation of his 
mind, upon this occasion, may be gathered from two ex- 
tracts of letters, addressed to him by a respetcable gentle- 
man: ' You know the inducement 1 had to engage in this 
cause was to be emancipated from the shackles of a ponti- 
ficate ! and my aversion was ever determined, from having 
t>ie suit brought in your name, as well from your abhor- 
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re&ce as that the result, however •favorable, would not 
establish us upon the broad base of genuine freedom. 
However, I am now convinced from reflection, that our 
cause will be ruined, unless you assume it. Mr. Hitch- 
borne was clear it ought to have been in your name be- 
fore; at our pressing request, he drew the last writ. Mr. 
Sullivan has declared it must be in your name. Mr. Pyn- 
ebon (allowed on all hands to be deeply versed iu the in- 
tricacies of the law) assured a gentleman, he would war- 
rant success, and even undertake the conducting the cause 
if the proper use were madeof your name. Mr Sewall's 
opinion is in unison with Mr. Pynchon. I hate delay and 
indecision, and shall lament if chicane andpolitical views 
must prevail over the purest intentions.' 

To this letter Mr. Murray responded, in terms descrip- 
tive of much anguish of spirit, and his sympathizing friend 
immediately replied : 

' I essay not to communicate the impression which your 
letter has made upon me; would that pen and paper were 
adequate to express all that could be conveyed by the 
tongue. Shall I be condemned for being of an unsteady 
disposition, or shall I be justified in my change of senti- 
mentj from the variety of events? Be it as it may, it mat- 
ters not; your letter has produced another alteration in 
my mind; your conflict between, the resolution you have 
taken, and the interest of your friends, which, I am*per- 
suaded, is very dear to yoii, is carried on in your breast to a 
degree of agony. I see how distressing it is for you, even 
in appearance, to ^tand forth and contend for what you 
have so nobli/ helchfn sovereign contempt. In this point 
of view it ceases to be a question. Let the idea of inter- 
est perish; I had rather a large part of mine, dear as it 
is, should be wrested from me, than that you should sac- 
rifice any portion of your peace or your honor; therefore, 
I entreat you, my dear sir, do no. violence to your feel- 
ings. Thank God, the truth of our cause does not depend 
upon the decision of a court of judicature; and admit the 
worst, it is only what we are bi^lden to expect, that this 
world is opposed to the other. Justice, however, notwith- 
standing my sympathy for you, urges me to repeat that 
our lawyers see no rational prospect of success, but from 
your becoming a principal in the business. If you can 
bend your mind, well; take time to deliberate; delays in 
law, perhaps, are not so dangerous as in other affairs; at 
any rate I entreat you to become more tranquil ; I had 

rather make payment to parson F than that you 

should thus suffer.' 
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The preacher, under the direction of many importuniDg 
firiendB, loaned his name, which step was to him a perma- 
nent Bubject of regret. Trials succeeded trials, review 
after review, at Salem, and at the supreme judicial court, 
held at Ipswich, 1733, 1784, and 1785. 

The pleaders seemed an invincible phalanx-, and the 
mind'bending eloquence of the honorable Mr. King was 
indeed a most potent aid. Men characterized the oratory 
of that gentleman, as perstrading commanding, and like 
an irresistible torrent, bearing down every obstacle. 
Many of the senior advocates seemed so to feel, and ac- 
knowledge the superiority of Mr. King as to surrender to 
him the right of closing causes of great importance ; and 
a high law character declared, that, had he a cause de- 
pending of the greatest intricacy and magnitude, to be 
plead before the first tribunal in the world, ne would pre- 
fer Mr. King as his advocate, to any man he had ever 
heard speak. Previous, however, to the adjudication of 
17S5, when a verdict in favor of the plaintiffs, by the suf- 
frage of the jury, (exclusive of the judges) was obtained, 
the political career of this celebrated Character removed 
him from their counsel, and their cause was committed to, 
and ably suptjorted by, Mr. afterwards Governor Sullivan, 
and Judge Tudor. The late Chief Justice Parsons, and 
Mn Bradbury Mt«rc coi»ii«nM^the<4i^Rdants. TheOJkni- 
cestcrians, in their appeal to the * impartial public,' perti- 
nently observed that the decision of the question agitated 
respecting them ultimately involved every citizen of the 
commonwealth, and instantly aifected the several relig- 
ious orders of Episcopalians, Baptists. PresbyteriaDS, 
Sandemanians, Quakers, and every other denomination 
of Christians, who, in this state, were called sectaries,* 

* Til e. following extract from the Modern History of Universalism, a 
work which ought to be in the hands of all who feel interested in the 
cause of truth, may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

' This case was kept in court for a long time. Trial succeeded trial, 
and review followed review, at Salem and at Ipswich, in 1783, and 
1734, and 1785. In the ftill of the latter year a writ of review was 
again served, but the final decision was deferred until June 1786, when 
a verdict was given in favor of Mr. Murray. The conduct of Judge 
Dana attracted particular notice. The view he had taken of the case 
in former trials was unfavorable to the plaintifTj but a revolution had 
passed in his mind, \yhen he noticed that article In-the Conelitution 
which directs that monies may be applied by each person to teachers 
of his own relij^ious sect, he said the whole cause depended upon the 
construction of that clause. He had before been of opinion it meant 
teachers of bodies corporate ;. he then thought otherwise ; as the Con- 
stitution was meant for a liberal purpose, its construction should be 6f 
• most liberal kind j it meai^, in this instance, teachers of any persua- 
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Upon the objection, that their teacher was not a preach- 
er ot piety, religion, and morality, they mildly observed: 
TJiey were not convinced that the question could be dcter-r 
mined from a revision of the motives he offered as to the 
rewards which are to be bestowed, or punishments inflict- 
ed in another world ; they rather supposed it should be de- 
cided upon the evidence of his urging the people to piety 
and morality, as the foundation of the greatest good of 
which their natures were capable, and as a compliance 
%vith the will of their Almighty Creator and Preserver. 
They believed, that the scriptures affirmed, that God 
would punish men for sIl, even in this world, in a manner 
which would /a?', very far overbalance th^ pleasures to be 
derived from vice. They conceived, that the idea that 
it was necessary to the good order of government, that 
the teachers of religion should thunder out the doctrine of 
everlasting punishment to deter men from atrocious crimes, 
which 'they might' otherwise commit in secret, had long 
been hackneyed in the hands of men in npwer, but with- 
out any warrant from reason or revelation. Reason, 
without the aid of revelation, gave no intimation of a state 
of retribution beyond the grave : and the gpspel brought 
life and immortality to light: nor said they, was it until 
the Christian church was illegally wedded to state policy, 
tba|Ljy<>p in.power^dflaid.ioi^hairti4iMiihimiiiU!£L4i£^h^.J^|i^at 
nigh at those who offended against government. But, 
they added, should the point be maintained, that courts 
and juries are authorized to determine, whether the teach- 
er of a religious sect is a teacher of morality, from his 
opinion .either of the cause, mode, or state of men's happir 
ness or misery in another world, or from his opinion of 
the nature, or proportions of the rewards for virtue, or the 
punishments for vice in a future state, no sect or denomi- 
nation could be safe,, it being a matter resting on opinion, 
only, without any earthly tribunal having the ability or 
authority to settle the question. Suppose an Episco- 
palian teacher should have an action in his name to 
recover the money, paid by his hearers. Perhaps he 

^on whatever Jew or Mahometan. It would be for the Jury to deter- 
mine, if Mr. Murray was a teacher of piety, religion and morality ; that 
matter, he said, had in' his opinion been fully proved. The onl^r ques- 
tion, therefore, before them was, if Mir. Murray came within the 
description of the Constitution, and ha!d a right to require the money. 
' It is my opinion,' ho declared, ' that Mr. Murray comes within the 
description of the Constitution, and has a rieht to require the money.' 
Having been out all nisht, the jury returnea a verdict in the moraing 
in favor of the plaintiff, 
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might be one, who subscribed and sworn to the thirty-nine 
articles, the trtUh of which is well supported by act ofparlia- 
fment: an objection might be made from one of the articles, 
that tells us, God from all eternity elected a certain number 
to happiness, and predestinated all the rest of the human 
race to everlasting misery ; and this of his own sovereign 
will, without any regard to the merit of the one or the demer- 
it of the other. A jury might be found, who w^ould decide 
at once, that this doctrine is subversive of all morality aud 

Sood order ; for, if the state of every man be unalterably 
xed from all eternity, and nothing done by him can in any 
wise change the divine decree, why, then the elect may 
conceive themselves justified in seeking to injure those, 
whom God from eternity has consigned to perdition. 

But should an Arminian be in trial, and it appeared he 
taught his peoj^le it was within their own power to procure 
future happinoss, a jury might not be able to distinguish 
between the prescience and the foreordination of God ; and 
it might be callf^ impiety to allege, that the infinitely wise 
Being did not from all eternity know the ultimate fate of 
all his creatures. It would at least be called derogatory to 
the honor of the Most High, to suppose any thing to be con- 
tingent with Him ; and therefore a teacher of such princi- 
ples might in the eye of some persons be viewed as a teach- 
er of impiety and immorality. From these and various 
other considerations, the Gloucesterians humbly conceived, 

that religion was a matter between an individual and his 
God 3 that no man had a right to dictate a mode of worship 
to another ; that, in that respect, every man stood upon a 
perfect equality ; and they believed that the paucity of 
their numbers, and the prejudices of their enemies, had 
pointed them out as proper objects for the first essay of 
religious tyranny ; hence they rather chose to seek redress 
from the great law, made by the people to govern the 
Legislature, than from the Legislature itself 3 believing 
they should betray the freedom of their country, if they 
timidly shrunk from a trial, i^pon the great principles of 
the constitution, indeed they seeme4 to consider themselves 
as the Hamdens 6f our religious world.' 

In the course of the month of .September, 1785, a writ 
of review was again served, and the final decision was' 
referred, and deferred, unjil the June of 1786, when a 
conclusive verdict was obtained in favor of the plaintifis, 
Mr. Murray was then in the state of Connecticut. We 
transcribe an extract from a letter, which wafted to the 
eye and ear of the promulgator intelligence of the emanci* 
pation of his adherents. 
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* Last Tuesday our party with their cloud of witnesses 
were present, and called out at the bar of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. The cause was opened by Mr. Bradbury, 
and replied to by Mr. Hitchborne; the court adjourned to 
the succeeding morning. I arrived just in season to hear 
it taken up by Mr. Parsons, and closed by Mr. Sullivan. 
I wish for an opportunity to render my acknowledgments 
to this gentleman. He displayed upon this day an elo- 
quence, not less than Roman. The judges summed ujp 
the whole. The first was ambiguous, the second was so 
trammelled, and inarticulate, as to be scarcely understood; 
but the remaining three have acquired a glory which will 
be as lasting as time. The conduct of Judge Dana at- 
tracted particular notice. You remember he heretofore 
labored against us; there appeared a disposition to travers 
our counsil; in his comments on the constitution, those 
parts which made for us, he turned against us; he assert- 
ed the tax was not persecuting, but legal;, religiouf* socie- 
ties were bodies corporate ^ or meant to be so; sect and 
denomination were promiscuously used and synonimous: 
and the whole was delivered with a sententious gravity, 
the result of faculties, laboriously cultivated by experience 
and study. But a revolution had now passed'in his mind, 
and when he noticed that article in the constitution, which 
directs monies to be applied to the teacher of his own 
religious sect, he said, the whole cause depended upon 
the construction of that clause. He had heretofore been 
of opinion, it meant teachers of bodies corporate; he then 
thought otherwise; as the constitution was meant for a 
liberal purpose, its construction should be of a niost liberal 
kind; it meant, in this instance, teachers of any persuasion 
whatever, Jew or Mahometan. It would be for the jury 
to determine, if Mr. Murray was a teacher of piety, 
religion, and morality; that matter, he said, had in his 
opinion been fully proved. The only question therefore 
before them was, if Mr. .Murray came within the de- 
scription of the constitution,: and had a right to require the 
money. ' It is my opinion,' he decidedly declared, ' that 
Mr. Murray comes within the description of the constitu- 
tion, and has a right to require the money.' The jury 
received the cause, and departed the court at half past 
three. In the evening they returned, with a declaration, 
thtit they could' not agrees The Chief Judge, with some 
asperity, ordered them to take the papers and go out 
again ; they continued in deliberation through the whole 
night. Thursday morning they came in again, declaring 
their unanimous agreenient, that the judgment obtained 
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the preceding year was in notAing* erroneous. Thus have^ 
we gained our cause, after trials of such expectation and 
severity. We rejoice greatly. It is the Lord's doings. 
and luarv^ellous in our eyes.' 

Air. Murray coutinued uniformly to devote the summer 
months to his multiplied adherents, from Maryland to 
New-Hampshire : in what manner, is copiously described 
in his Letters and Sketches of Sermons. In the February 
of 1783, we fiud the preacher, as usual, deeply interested 
in the cause of his Great Master, and suggesting, in a 
letter to hii friend and fellow-laborer, Mr. Noah Parker, 
the propriety of an annual meeting of the heralds of re- 
demption; his words are: indeed it would gladden my 
heart, if every one who stands forth a public witness of 
the truth as it is in Jesus^ could have an opportunity of 
seeing and conversing one with another, at least once 
every year. I believe it would be attended with very 
good effects. Think of it, my friend, and let me know 
the result of your deliberation. I think these servants of 
the Most High might assemble one year at Norwich, one 
year at Boston, and another at Portsmouth, or wherever 
It may be most convenient. I have long contemplated an 
association of this description; and the longer I deliberate, 
the more I am convinced of the utility which would be 
annexed to the regulation.' In the September of 1785, 
the preacher, writing to the same friend, thus expresses 
himself: ' Although very much indisposed, I am com- 
mencing a journey to Oxford, where I expect to meet a 
number of our religious brethren, from different towns, 
in which the gospel has been preached and believed, for 
the purpose of delijierating upon some plan^ to defeat the 
designs of our enemies, who aim at robbing us of the 
liberty, wherewith the constitution has made us free. On 
my return, I shall communicate to you the result of our 
meeting,' Upon the close, of the same month of Septem- 
ber, he thus writes: /Well, I have been to Oxford, and 
the assembly convejied there was truly primitive. We 
deliberated, first, on a name; secondly, on the propriety 
of being united in our common defence; thirdly, upon the 
utility of an annual meeting of representatives from the 
different societies; and fourthly, upon keeping up a constant 
correspondence by letter. Each of the particulars are to be 
laid before the societies, represented by their delegates on 
this occasion, and, if approved, their approbation to be 
announced by circular letters,, to the several societies. 
Mr. Winchester iielivered a most excellent sermon; his 
subject was, * But though we, or an angel from heaven, 



preach any other gospel unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.' By the 
desire of Mr. Winchester, I closed the subject.' 

Thus was a convention formed, and, we may add, 
organized, by the Father of Universalism in this country 
But, alas! in no long time, a root of bitterness sprang up, 
which destroyed his pleasure in the association. Yet, in 
the last stage of his pilgrimage, he frequently regretted, 
that his attendance upon this convention had not been 
more uniform; as he might possibly, by his years and his 
experience, have met atid obviated the difficulties which 
distressed him. Mr. Winchester, searching the bible for 
'arguments to confute Mr. Murray, became himself a 
Universalistj but he was a Universalist of the Chauncian 
school. He was a man of pure morals, and an ardent 
lover of the Redeemer. 
' At this period, in addition to flie houses erected in 
Gloucester, and in Portsmouth, a convenient place fbf 
public worship was procured by the Universalists in the 
city of Philadelphia; and, in the city of New York, a 
church had been purchased, which they forbore to open, 
until it could be dedicated by the peace-speaking voice of 
the promulgator. In the course of the autumn or winter 
of 1785, the Bostonians purchased a meeting-house in 
Ben net-street. This house they enlarged and beautified; 
here Mr. Murray was occasionally their officiating minis- 
ter. And in the metropolis of Pennsylvania, -New York, 
and Massachusetts, he was earnestly solicited to t£^e up 
his residence. - * , 

Previous to the decision obtained by the Gloucesterians, 
a prosecution was commenced against their preacher, for 
performing the marriage ceremony. Persuaded that he 
was commissioned by his God to preach the gospel, and 
knowing that he was ordained by the people to whom he 
administered, he believed himself authorized to receive 
the nuptial vows of as many ambng his adherents, as, 
furnished with the requisite certificates, made application 
to him for this purpose A single instance was selected 
by his implacable foes, and a special verdict obtaiited, 
which condemned the preacher to pay a fine of fifty 
pounds. But this was not all; he had frequently perform- 
ed the marriage ceremony. Prosecution would most 
unquestionably lucceed prosecution; and the sum total of 
multiplied amercements would involve difficulties not 
easily surmounted. Prudence whispered the persecuted 
man of God,^that he oqght to absent himself until the 
interference of the Legislature could be obtained; and 
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inclination pointed his way over the pathless deep, for tli0 
purpose of once more visitmg his native shores, holding 
sweet converse with a few select friends, ^nd folding to 
his filial bosom his venerable mother. Assured of the 
propriety of a step so important to Jiis numerous Ameri- 
can connexions, on the 6th of January, 1788, he embarked 
for England. Noble provijjion was made for him by the 
Bostonians, and all the expenses of the voyage defrayed* 
Russell, the benevolent Russell, was his friend. Russell 
the philanthropist; who, like his God, delighted in speak- 
ing peace to the sons and daughters of adversity. Dear 
sympathizing friend of man ! to the children of sorrow thy 
memory is right precious. Had thy stinted abilities been 
commensurate with thy will, the voice of gladness would 
have resounded in every dwelling. Nor Russell alone: 
many pressed forward, whose liberal hearts devised 
liberal things; and substantial manifestation of affection 
to the preacher were abundant and munificent. 

Durmg Mr. Murray's absence, the Legislature was" ad- 
dressed. We regret that we cannot exhibit a complete 
copy of the petitions which were presented, but such ex- 
tracts, as we can command, we transcribe : 

' To the honorable Senate, and the House of Represen- 
tatives of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, assembled 
in Boston, in February, 1788; John Murray, of Glouces- 
ter, in the county of Essex, would humbly represent to 
your Honoss that about seventeen years ago, he came io' 
to this country which he considered as the assylum of re- 
ligion and benevolence; that oh his arrival he began to 
preach the gospel of peace; in doing which he met with 
many cordial friends some of whom, namely, a society of 
Christians in Gloucester, distinguished themselves by their 
uniform attachment to the message, and the. niessenger; 
and after your petitioner had occasionally labored among 
them, for a considerable titne, they associated together, as 
an Independent church/^)uilt a meeting-house, and invi- 
ted your petitioner to reside with them, as their settled 
minister; and, in the^ month of December, in the year 
173% did appoint y set apdrt and ordain him to the work of 
the ministry, and to be their teacher of piety, religion, and 
morality; that ever since that period, he has considered 
himself, and has been considered by the people he has 
statedly labored amongst, as their ordained minister, and 
though your (petitioner has, on sundry occasions, visited; 
and labored amongst his Christian friends, in other places^ 
it has always been with the consent of his people, they 
still looking on him, and he on himself, as their ordained 
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'minister. It also appears, that the people, among whom 
your petitioner has frequenjtiy labored, have considered 
nim in the same light; as they have formally requested 
license of his people of Gloucester, who after consultation 
granted that license. Another circumstance that tended 
to confirm your petitioner in the belief of his being an oT" 
dained minister in the strictest sense of the word, and ac- 
cording to the letter and spirit of the law, was the verdict 
given m favob of him and his people, by the Honorable 
Supreme Court and jury, when, after suffering much abuse 
from their persecuting opponents in Gloucester, they were 
reduced to the necessity of apjjlying to the laws oi their 
country, for redress and protection. But their opponents, 
dissatisfied with the verdict then obtained, demanded a 
review; aflfer which review, the former verdict was con- 
firmed by the full, and decided opinion of the honorable 
court given in their favor.' 

* Being thus by constitutional right, and legal decision^ 
established as an independent minister, settled with, and 
ordained bjr, the joint surffr ages of the members of that Re- 
ligious Society, your petitioner supposed his troubles from 
his persecuting enemies were at an end. And upon con- 
sultmg council learned in the law, who gave it as their de- 
cided opinion that he was an ordained minister, he pro- 
ceeded to perform the ceremon^'^ of marriage to such of 
his hearers, who made application to him for that purpose. 
But some of his opponents, unacquainted with the mde- 
pendent mode of ordination, and presuming your petition- 
er was not ordained, because the same ceremonies were 
not made use of in his ordination, to the use of which they 
were acQustomed, brought the question of your petition- 
er's right of* officiating as an ordained minister, before the 
Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court, who gave it as 
their opinion, that he was not an ordained minister, in the 
sende of the law, as the forms of his ordination were not 
sufficiently notorious. Your petitioner, and the people 
who ordained him, conceived nis ordination was suffici- 
ently notorious, as the article was subscribed by every 
member of the society; and the honorable court consider- 
ed him a public teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality.. 
The recent adjudication of the honorable Judges ha^ in-» 
volved your petitioner's little flock, in Gloucester, in ex- 
pense,^ and exquisite distress; and your petitioner is ruin- 
ed, unless your honors can interfere for his relief. He 
must not only satisfy the heavy penalty already forfeited, 
to his said opponents, and prosecutors, but he is liable to 
repeated forfeitures of like penalties for every marriage 
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he has performed, since he has conceived himself the or- 
dained minister of that people, which must involve hb 
friends in expense, or consign him to a gaol. Nor is this 
all; supposing his ordination invalid, he is, by the letter 
of the fa w, liable to ignominious punishment. Now, as 
equity is said to be that Interference of the supreme pow- 
er, which alleviates, where the law, by being too compre- 
hensive, has involved a case to which it was not perhaps 
meant to extend ; and as he, and his people, his council, 
and the world at large, supposed him ordained, as much 
as an Episcopalian, or any other teacher, however differ- 
ent the mode of ordination, he most humbly prays your 
honors, to idemnify him for any further prosecution, for 
any marriage he may have solemnized, under his suppos- 
ed right; and by this means rescue him from the perse- 
cuting power of his malignant adversaries, restore the 
exercise of reUgious rites -to his oppressed, and afflicted 

t)0Dple, establish in the Commonwealth, in whic;)i he has 
ong had his residence, that peace which has been broken 
by the malice of his enemies. Your petitioner would in 
person have waited on such committee of your honors, as 
might be appointed to consider this petition, but his well 
grounded fears that prosecutions would be multiplied up- 
on him, by the zeal of his religious adversaries, has neces- 
itated him to absent himself from the country of his adop- 
tion, and his dear people, until such time as the clemency 
ef your honors might be obtained in his behalf.' 

The- congregation in Gloucester, addressed the Legis- 
lature in a separate petition, and the Judges, Sullivan 
and Dawes, co-operated with Mr. Russell, in persevering 
efforts to obtain a decision. The petitions were referred to a 
committee of three gentlemen, of great respectability, who 
speedily prepared, and handed in their report, which was 
laid upon the speakers table, whence it was drawn forth 
by the speaker of the House, James Warren, Esq., accep- 
ted by a handsome majority, and sent up to the Senate for 
concurrence. The ifeport was called up from the Presi- 
dent's table, by the Honorable Mr Dal ton, when after a 
debate of two hours, it passed the Senate, almost unani- 
mously. This most acceptable result was made known to 
the deeply interested Gloucesterians, by a writing, of 
which the following is a verbatim copy ; 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the House of Representatives^ March nth, 1788. 
Whereas John Murray, and others, have represented 
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to this court, thatthe said Murray, esteeming himself le- 
gally qualified, had solemnized certain rparriages, and that 
by a decision had in the Superior Judicial Court, it was 
determined that the said Murray had no such authority, 
praying that he may be idemnified. Resolved, that the 
said John Murray, be, and he hereby ia, indemnified from 
all pains, and penalties, which he may have incurred on 
account of having solemnized any marriages, as aforesaid, 
fc^ which there has not been any prosecution commenced, 
or had; and the said Murray may, upon trial for any of the 
ofiTences aforesaid, give this resolution, in evidence, upon 
the general issue, which shall have the same operation 
as if specially pleaded. 

Sent up for concurreuce. James Warren, Speaker,, 
In Senate, March Qlth 1738. 

Read and concurred. Samuel Adams, President. 

Approved, JOHN HANCOCK. 

4 

True copy; attest, 
John Avert, Jvn., Secretary, 

Meantime, the persecuted,, and now noblt redhessed 
promulgator was speeding across the great waters. His 
passage over the Atlantic was uncommonly boisterous : 
the European winter of this year was very severe.. More 
navigation, and lives, were lost, in the January and 
February of 1788, upon the tremendous coasts of Corn- 
wall, than had . ever before been known, in any one 
season. At length, however, the Chalky Cliffs of his 
native shore met his gladdened view, and the heaven- 
protected yessel cast anchor in the commodious harbor of 
Falmouth. Mr. Murray was an entire stranger to this 
part of England; but, by the Bostonians and Glouceste- 
rians, he had been furnished with recommendatory letters, 
thus worded: * 

'We, the Subscribers, members of ih^ Christian Ind!e- 
pendent Church, in Boston, do, on behalf of ourselves and 
our brethren, by these presents, certify to all whom it may 
concern, that the bearer, Mr. John Murray,' (settled 
Minister of the Independent Church in Gloucester) for 
more than fourteen years past, hath, occasionally labored 
amopg us, in t-his place, much to the edification, and con- 
solation of God's people; and we bless God, therefore, 
and most sincerely pray, tjbat the good will of Hira who 
dwelt in the Bush may accompany him on his way,, and 
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bring him back to his numerous friends, richly laden with 
the blessings of the Gospel of peace.' 

' Signed by the most respectable members of the 
Church.' 

Gloucester, January 4th, 1788. 

' Be it known universally, that We the elders, oo 
behalf of the Independent Church of Christ in Gloucester, 
dc certify that tne bearer, Mr. John Murray, is, and 
has been for many years past, our ordained minister, 
and we pray God to preserTe him, and return him to us io 
safety.' 

(Signed) WiKTHRop Sargent, 

Epes Sargent, 
David Pjcummer. 

Mr. Murray was received in Falmouth, with fraternal 
kindness. The Sunday succeeding his arrival, the pulpU 
of a gentleman, once in connexion with Mr. Whitefield, 
was thrown open to him, where he preached forenoon 
and aflemoon, and continued delivering evening lectures 
until February 14, when he resumed his journey by land, 
to Lfondon, proclaiming glad tidings from the pulpits, as 
he passed along, to which free access was granted him; at 
Truro Cheswater, Tregony, M'evegessey, St Ausde 
Looe, la the several churches at Plymouth, and Plymouth 
Dock, Exeter, Wellington, &c. &c, he delivered his 
God-honoring, man-restoring message. Several clergy- 
men always attended his lectures, and one gentleman 
accompanied him even to Exeter. We select a few of 
the subjects, upon which he delighted to dwell. The 
jurhts ordained by the Creator for signs, Genesis iii, 15. 
The dress of the Jewish High Priest, the 1st Psalm, the 
89th Psalm, Zechariah ix. 9, ^st John, 4, and many 
passages drawn from Isaiah, and the Epistles of the 
Apistles of the Apostle Paul. His manner of passing his 
time, and the devout propensities of his pious neart, may 
be gathered from a short extract from his journal, a jour- 
aal replete with beauty and interest, to the christianized 
mind, and containing descriptions and remarks, worthy 
the writer: 

^ I am delighted with walking through the fields ; the 
gardens are so very beautiful, the fields so very green, the 
linnets and goldfinches so busy on the hedges, preparing 
their habitations. These songsters of the groves, which are 
vocal on every spray, are to me like old and pleasing ac- 
quaintance, not seen nor heard of for a great number of 
years, while the fascinating choristers, in whom I have 
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taken so much delight^ seem by their cheering notes, to wel- 
come me as I pass along their native fields and . hegdges. 
The primroses, and a variety of other sweet flowers, are 
already in full bloom ; in short,every thing wears a cheerful 
appearance. How grateful ought I to be to the Author of 
every good, who, in this dear country, follows me with the 
same loving kindness and tender mercy, with which he 
followed me in the dear country, I have left. The numer- 
ous friends, with whom I occasionally sojourn, are as 
anxious to detain me with them, and lament the necessity 
of my departurcj precbely as did my American friends ; 
their hearts swell with transport, while I simply declare 
the gospel of the grace of God, and they reiterate their exr 
presston§ of admiration of the gracious words, which God 
enables me to utter, in like manner as did the good Glou- 
cester ian Elder, Mr. Warner, on my first visit to that 
place. We mingle our supplications and addresses our 
thanksgiving and our praises, and our hearts burn within 
us, while we converse of the goodness of our God, and the 
gracious purposes of redeeming love. Surely it would be 
ill judged, if not cruel, in such circumstances, to dash the 
cup of felicity from the lips of these humble dependents 
upon the grace of our^Lord Jesus Christ, because perhaps 
they do not see to the, end of the divine purposes. I never 
will preach any thing but the gospel of God our Saviour, 
any where ; but I will leave those dear people to draw 
their conclusions, and, in the interim, I wilf fd^d them with 
the sincere milk of the word, that they may||row thereby. 
The inhabitants of this place rFal^outh; are a v^y 
friendly religious people. May Uod grant them peace, 
and ffive them abundant consolation in believing. The 
peofSe every where hear with American attention. 
Clergymen, wherever I sojourn, are generally my hosts. 
Gospel unadulterated gospel is pleasant to the believing 
soul ; I content myself with showing that man is lost by 
sin; that the law is the ministration of death; that the 
gospel is a divine declaration of life, by Jesus Christ, to 
every creature; Yes, I will continue to preach the gospel 
freely to every creature. I will endeavor to point out its 
glories) and the many advantages attendant on believing 
the divine report. This, by the grace of God, shall still be 
the business of my life. Many clergymen attend me in 
my progress; no less than seven have been among my audi- 
ence at one time ; and on' my descending from the pulpit, 
they usually take my hand, and devoutly thank me for 
bearing so good a testimony for Jesus Christ; for speaking 
so well of the Redeemer, adding, that it is a pity I should 
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do any thing but preach. Numbers flock around me; and, 
in fact, were I an angel descended from above, I could not 
be followed with more uniform attention.' 
London is two hundred and twenty railes from Falmouth. 
The preacher did not reach that metropolis until the 16tli 
of March, and his time was most delightfully passed in the 
service of God the Saviour. Upon one occasion, his en- 
trance into one spacious place of worship was hailed 1^ the 
musical choir devoutly chanting : 

' Blow ye the trumpet; blow- 

Tlie ffladly solemn Bound , 

Let adl the nations know. 

To earth's remotest bound, 
The year of Jubilee is come, 
Return, ye ransomed sinners home/ 

Yet, even in this short visit to his native island, the pro- 
mulgator went through evil as well as good report. We 
subjoin a specimen of each. A^ gentleman of Falmouth, 
writing to his friend in TregonyV thus expresses himself: 
Mr. JJfurray will shortly be in your town; we have at- 
tended upon him here with inexpressible delight; three such 
sermons as be has delivered, my ears never before heard) 
^such a preacher never 'before app^red in this town. I<am 
convinced his ideas are all his own; ^never heard any thing 
like them; his mind seems clearly informed, and his heart 
very muchTwarmed by the love of God.' But the following 
advertisem^t appeared in a London paper: 
*^ * Mr. Murray k an American, the most popular preach- 
er in the United States. In the conclusion of one of his 
sermons, preached on that continent he endeavored to 
enforce with all the powers of eloquence, the necessity of 
establishing in those States the same Olympic games, which 
were for many ages esatblished among the Grecians.' Bui 
this was not all; it was storied, that he had left America in 
consequence of a criminal prosecution. 

Arriving at London,' he was once more enriched by the 
maternal benediction. * He found his venerable parent in 
the enjoyment of a fine green old age, and again she re- 
joiced, in the presence of her" son. In London, and at 
Hamstead, in the meeting-house once occupied by Mr. 
Whitefield, he delivered his message of peace. Patronized 
in the city of London, by an opulent family, who cherished 
him as a son, he was strongly solicited once more to take 
up his abode in that metropolis; but the providence of God 
had not so decreed, and, after continuing there a short 
time, he departed thence, and journied to Portsmouth 
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for the purpose of being in' readiness to commence his re- 
turn to America. In Portsmouth, he was again a solitary 
stranger; but 'he had not been more than four hours in that 
celebrated and important emporium, ere he was engaged, 
by a respectable clergyman, to preach a lecture, which had 
been previously announced. In Portsmouth he tarried two 
weeks, preaching frequently. On his first lecture, he was 
^^olicited by a doctor Miller to accompany him to his habi- 
tation, where he abode until he departed from that town. 
The circle of his acquaintance soon became lar|:e, among 
whom he numbered very respectable friends. When the 
clergyman, with whom Mr. Murray associated, during his 
last residence in England, became ascertained of his full 
and comprehensive views of the magnitude and extent of 
the redeeming plan, although very few adopted his ideas 
yet they still continued warmly attached to the preacher 
and the letters they addressed to him, after ais return tv> 
America, which are still in being, would till a volume. A 
few of the preachers responses are contained in the vol- 
umes of Letters and Sketches of Sermons. 
Mr. Murray proceeded to-Cowes, upon the isle of Wight, 
and from thence embarking for America, commenced his 
voyage with a fair wind,* which soon changing, they were 
under the necessity of dropping anchor in Portland harbor, 
where they were long wind bound. His passage was un- . 
commonly protracted; but, fortunately, the passengers uni- 
ted to give it every charm of which society issusceptiblje; 
and, when we add, that our late respectable PresideiS^ the 
Honorable John Adams and Lady were of the nuriiber, the 
- pleasures of the voyage will be nothing doubted. Books, 
music, and conversation, varied the tedium of the passing 
weeks; nor was the preacher debarred the exercise of his 
sacred avocation; Mr Adams requested he would officiate 
as their teacher, every Sunday, and accordingly tfie ship's 
company, and the passengers, were, upon this holy day, 
collected round him. His first subject was the third com- 
mandment. They united in their addresses to the throne 
of grace, and in hym ling the praises of their God, 

Again reaching the hores of this New World, the yoice 
of exoneration and of Freedom bade him welcome; and 
the glad acclamations of joy resounded among his congrat- 
ulating, and most affectionate friends. A summons from 
the Gbvernor to attend a select party at his house, met him 
on the day of his arrival, and every liberal mind partook 
the rational hilarity of the moment. 

The Gloucester! ans, determining no more to hazard in- 
vidious persecution, and its train of evils appointed a day. 
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the Christmas of 1783, on which to renew y the ordinatioii 
of their pastor: and, after assembling, and:;^ effectaating 
their purpose, that tiioy might bestow upon the solemfi 
transaction all possible publicity, they procured its inse^ 
tion in the Centinel of January 3d, 1789, from which 
paper we transcribe it verbatim : 

' Last Thursday week, Mr. John Murray was ordained 
to the pastoral charge of the Independant Church of 
Christ in Gloucester. After Mr. Murray had prayed, 
and one of the congregation had announced the intention 
of the meeting, and presented him, formally, with a call, 
Mr. Murray replied: 

' Persuaded of the truth of the declaration, made by the 
compilers of the shorter catechism, that God's works of 
providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful, preserv- 
ing and governing all his creatures, and all their actions; 
and having a full conviction that the affairs of the Church 
are, in an especial manner, under his immediate direction; 
and that you my christian friends and brethren, are now 
as formerly, under the directing influence of that divine 
spirit, which, taking of the things of Jesus, and showing 
them unto me, constrained me to become a preacher of 
the everlasting Gospel, ahd directed you to set me apartf 
and ordain me, to be your Minister I now again, with 
humble gratitude to my divine Master, and grateful aflec- 
tion for you, my long tried and faithful christian friends 
and brethren, most cordially accept of this call.' 

One of the Committee then read the vote of the Church: 
* Resolved, that we, the proprietors of the Independent 
Meeting-House in Gloucester, the members of the church 
and congregation usually attending there for the purpose 
of divine worship, do by virtue of that power invested in 
us by the great High Priest of our profession, the Bishop 
of our souls and the Great and only Head of the Church ; 
and according to the institutions of the first churches in 
New-England, and in perfect conformity to the third arti- 
cle of the declaration of rights, in this public manner, 
solemnly elect and ordain, constitute and appoint Mr, 
John Murray^ of said Gloucester, clerk, to be our settled 
Minister, Pastor, and teaching Elder; to preach the word 
of God, and to inculcate lessons and instructions of piety, 
religion, and morality, on the congregation; and to do, 
perform and discharge all the duties and offices, which of 
right belong to any other minister of the Gospel, or pub- 
lic teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality; and it is 
hereby intended, and understood, that the authority and 
rights hereby given to the said Mr. John Murray, to be 
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our settled, ordained Minister, and public teacher, are to 
remain in fu]j force, so long as he shall continue to preach 
tlie word of God, and dispense instructions of piety reli- 
gion and morality, conformable to our opinions and no 
longer.' 

* The Committee then solemnly presented him the 
Bible, saying on its presentation : * Dear sir. We present 
you these sacred scriptures as a solemn seal of yo;ir ordi- 
nation to the ministry of the New Testament; and the sole 
directory of your faith and practic.e.' His acceptance 
was alfecting: as what comes from the heart reaches the 
heart. 

* With my full soul I thank our merciful God, for this 
inestimable gift. With grateful transport I press it to m'y 
bosom; I receive it as the copy of my Father's Will, 
as the deed of an incorruptible inheritance: as the uner- 
ring guide to my feet, and lanthorn to my paths. Dear, 
precious treasure, thou hast been my constant support in 
every trying hour, and a never failing source of true con- 
solation, f thank you, most sincerely do I thank you, for 
this confirming seal, this sure directory; and I pray that 
the spirit, which dictated these sacred pages, may enable 
me to make the best, use thereof.' A sermon by Mr. 
Murray, from Luke v. 2, succeeded. The harvest is 
great, but the laborers are few, &c. &c. 

' The solemnity, attention, and christian demeanor, that 
attended the whole transaction of the ordination, and every 
other occurrence of the day, gave universal satisfaction to 
a numerous audience.' 

Days of tranquillity now succeeded; weeks, months, 
nay years rolled on, and harmony, unbroken harmony, 
presided. Religion shed her balmy influence, 'her mind 
irradiating, passion-subduing consolations; and we were 
ready to say, stability dwelleth even in our times. But 
alas! we too soon experienced that ' bliss, sublurun^ bliss,' 
was not the durable |)ossession of mortality. 

It was in this interval of most pleasant memory, that 
Mr. Murray in the summer of the year 1790, then on a 
visit to his Fennsylvania, Jersey, and New- York connex- 
ions, was by tjie Universalists convened in the city of 
Philadelphia, associated with Mr. William Eugene Imley, 
to present an address to the immortal Washington, then 
President of the United Slates. We proceed tO transcribe 
the address. "> 
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To tHE President op the Uwited States* 

The Address of the Convention of the Untversal Chureki 

assembled in Philadelphia. 
«Sir: 

* Permit us in the name of the Society which we repre- 
Fent, to concur in the numerous congratulations which 
have been offered to you, since, your accession to the gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

* For an account of our principles, we beg leave to re- 
fer you to the pamphlet, which we have now the honor of 
putting into your hands. In this publication it will appear, 
that the peculiar doctrine which we hold is not less friend- 
ly to the order and happiness of society, than it is essen- 
tial to the perfection of the Deity. It*is a singular cir- 
cumstance m the history of this doctrine, that it has been 
preached and defended in- every age since the first pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel; but we represent the first societjj 
professing this doctrine, that have formed themselves into 
an independent church* Posterity will hardly fail to con- 
nect this memorable event, with, the auspicious years of 
peace, liberty, and free inquiry in the United Statesj 
which distinguished ' the administration of General 
Washington. 

* We join, thus publicly, with our affectionate fellow 
citizens, in thanks to Almighty God, for the last of his 
numerous signal acts of goodness to our country, in prje- 
serving your valuable life, in a late dangerous *in«$sgosi- 
tion, and we assure you, Sir that duty will not prompt us, 
more than affection, to pray that you may long continue 
the support and ornament of our country, and that you 
may hereafter fill a higher station, and enjoy the greater 
reward of being a king and priest to our God. 

* Signed ia behalf, and by order of the convention. 

* John Murrav 
' William £ugene Imlet 



President's Keplt 

* To the Convention of the Universal Churchy lately of-i 

sembled in Philadelphia, 

• GentlemenT 
' I thank you, cordially, for the congratulations^ which 
you offer on my epointment to the office I have the honor 
to hold in the government of the United States. 
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* It gives me the most feasible pleasure to find, that, in 
aur nation, however different are the sentiments of citizens 
on religious doctrines, they generally concur in one thing: 
for their political professions, and practices, are almost 
aniversally friendly to the order and happiness of our 
civil institutions. ' 1 am aiso happy in finding this dispo- 
sition /?ar^icuZar/y evinced by your society. It is moreover 
xny earnest desire, that the members of every association, 
or community, throughout the United States, may make 
Buch use of the auspicious years of peace, liberty, and free 
inquiry with which they are now^ favored, as they shall 
hereafter find occasion to rejoice for having done. 

*With great satisfaction, I embrace this opportunity, to 
express my acknowledgments' for the interest my affec- 
tionate fellow citizens have taken in my recovery from a 
late dangerous indisposition. And I assure you. Gentle- 
men, that in mentioning my obligations for the effusions 
of your benevolent wishes on my behalf, I feel animated 
with new zeal, that my conduct may ever be worthy of 
your good opinion, as well as such as shall, in every re- 
spect, best comport with the character of an intelligent 
and accountable being. 

'(i. WASHINGTON.' 

And now, a large number of Mr. Murray's first friends 
in Gloucester were numbered with the dead. He had 
himself again become the head of a family. The times 
were oppressive, and he considered it his duty to provide 
for those of whom he had taken charge. The Bostonians 
were solicitous to hail the preacher, as their settled pastor; 
andiit was certain his usefulness would, in the metropolis, 
be more extensive. A partial separation from the Glou- 
cesterians was, by mutual consent, effectuated. It was 
however stipulated, that Mr. Murray should occasionally 
visit them, and that they should be allowed to command 
his presence, upon eveiy distressing, or important exi- 
gence; and the distance being- no more than an easy ride 
of a few hours, the adjustment was accomplished without 
much difficulty. Yet did'the preacher continue dissatis- 
fied, until the establishment of his successor, in the midst 
of his long loved, and early friends. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Jones, a native of Wales, 
whom he had induced, by his representations, to unite 
with him in his American mission, is a gentleman of great 
respectability, of the purest morale, and high in the ranks 
of integrity. Mr. Jones was educated at the college, es- 
tablished by the Countess of Huntington: in which con- 

21 
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nexion he continued, until his attachment to the doctriliefl 
of the ffospel, in their most unlimited import, became the 
fiignai for hid exclusion. The installation of Mr. Jonesj 
in Gloucester, gladdened the heart of the philanthropic 
preacher, and his satisfaction was complete. The Glou- 
cesterians love and respect their pastor and, their una- 
nimity is unbroken. They have erected a iiew and 
elegant house of wor^ship. In Salem alsO) and in Ports- 
mouth and Charlestown, in New York, and in Philadel- 
phia, commodious buildings are reared tp the honor of 
God our Saviour. 

On Wednesday, 23d of October, 1793, the installation 
of Mr. Murrav,tookplace in the Universal Meeting-house 
in Boston; toe Presiding Deacon, addressed the church 
and congregation : 

* Brethren, it having pleased the Father of mercies to 
unite in bonds of Christian love and affection the hearts 
of the people, usually worshippinff in this place, in the 
choice of Mr. John Murray for their Pastor and Teacher. 
We have accordingly assembled together, at this time 
and place, for the solemn purpose of ratifying here below, 
what we humbly trust is already recorded in heaven. It 
is the duty of all men, at all times, and in all places, 
humblv to implore the direction of the great Head of the 
Church, in all their lawful undertakings.' (Then follow- 
ed an appropriate prayer by Mr. Murray.) After which, 
the Deacon demanded of the church and congregation, as 
they had heretofore expressed their desire, that Mr. Mur- 
ray should become their Pastor, and Teacher, if, at this 
time, they continued of that lAind, they would publicly con- 
firm h, hy vote-— which was unanimous, lie then requested 
Mr. Murray's answer, which being given in the scffirma- 
tive, he concluded his address : ' I, therefore, in the name 
and behalf of this church ami congregation — supported 
hy the constitution of this coTranonweaith, declare you, 
John Murray, to be the Pastor and Teacher of this First 
Universal Church in Boston; and in their name I present 
unto you the Sacred Volume, as the 1-ule of your faith 
and practice, and as containing a perfect and^ complete 
revelation of the perfections and will of God: and I fur- 
^thermore declare unto yqu, that so long as you continue to 
preach the gospel, as delineated in these sacred pages, which 
is glad tidings of great joy to every creature, as the purchase 
of the blood of Immanuel, so long you shall be considered 
as our Pastor, and no longer. And now, dearly beloved 
Sir, 'I charge thee, therefore, before Ood and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at 
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His Jtppearing, and His Kingdom; to Preach the Word, 
be* instant in Season, out of Season; Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort, with all long Suffering, and Doctrine. In aU 
things showing thyself a Pattern of Good Works: In 
Doctrine showing Vncorruptness, Gravity, Sincerity, 
Sound Speech that cannot be condemned; that he that is 
of the contrary part, may be ashamed, having no Evil 
thing to say of you, Ji Workman that needeth not to be 
Ashamed, Rightly Dividing the word of T^'uth,' And 
now, sir, commending you with the Church and Congre- 
gation, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you Over- 
seer, to the care and protection of Him ' that loved its and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood,' earnestly be- 
seeching Him to build us all up in unity of the One 
Spirit, and in the bond of peace. Now unto Him whc 
is abundantly able to perform all these things for us, aoc. 
to present us all. faultless before the throne of an Infi- 
nite Majesty, be all honor, glory, dominion and power, 
throughout the ages of time, and a wasteless eternity. 
Amen.' ^ 

Mr. Murray's reply was animated and replete with af- 
fection; after which, a hymn was performed by the choir* 
of singers, accompanied by the organ. Next, an exc^- 
lent discourse by Mr Murray, from 1 Cor. ix, 14: 'I^ 
Though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: 
for necessity is laid upon me; yea woe is unto me tf I preach 
not the Gospel,' A collection for the distressed inhabit^ 
ants of Philadelphia succeeded the sermon, and an an^ 
them suited to the solemnities of the occasion was mos^ 
admirably chanted. The whole was conducted with stric 
decorum, to the satisfaction of a very numerous, respect- 
able, and attentive audience. 

Perhaps no congregation were ever more unanimous 
and more perfectly satisfied with the pastor of their elec 
lion, than were the people worshipping in the Church ii 
Bennet-Street ; and perhaps no minister was ever mon 
unfeignedly attached to the people of his charge, thai 
was the long-wandering preacher. Both the minister anc 
congregation might truly be said to worship the Mos 
Hign in the beauty of holiness. The ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was administered agreeably to their ideai 
of its genuine import. Parents brought tneir children in* 
to the great congregation, standing in the broad aisle, io 
the presence of the - worshippers of God ; the father re- 
ceived the babe from the hands of the mother, and pre- 
sented it to the servant of God ; who, deriving his author- 
ity for this practice from the example of his Redeemer, 
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who says, * suffer little children to come unto me,' &c. 
&c., pronounced aloud the name of the child, and receiv- 
ed it as a member of the mystical body of him^ who is 
the second Adam, the Redeemer of men. How often has 
his paternal heart throbbed with rapture, as he has most 
devoutly repeated, * JVe dedicate thee to Him, to . whom 
thou properly beUmgeat, to he baptized with his own bap- 
Ham, in the name of the Fathei*, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost ; and we pronounce upon thee that bless- 
ing, which He commanded his ministers, Moses, .daron, 
and his Sons, to pronounce upon his people, saying. The 
JLord bless thee, and keep thee; The jLord cause His face 
to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto, thee; The Lord 
lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. ^* 

The preacher, however, never surrendered tne persua- 
.sion, that he was sent out to preach the gospel, and his 
visits to his far distant friends were frequently repeated; 
yet these visits were always made by the assenting voice 
of the society, and he regarded everv individual^ congrega- 
ted under his directing auspices,. as m an essential and sol- 
emn sense, his children. A gentleman, attending in tie 
church in Bennet-street, addressing Mr Murray by letter, 
thus observes: * I was very much pleased at your meeting; 
die orderly, res]>ectable, and serious demeanor of your so- 
ciety; their silent and fixed attention upon you, penetrated 
me with sentiments of attachment and satisfaction, and 1 
forbore not to invoke the providence of God, that no fro- 
ward, or adverse spirit, should interrupt the harmony which 
now BO evidently subsists between you.' 

Yes, it is indeed true, that Mr. Murray considered the 
interest of the people of his charg'e as his own. Most 
fondly did he cherish, and perseveringly did he seek, by 
every possible means, to advance their reputation. He 
sympathized with the afflicted, and largely partook their 
sorrows ; while, so oflen as the course of events brought 
joy to their bpsoms, his eye beamed gladness, and his 
tongue exulted to dwell upon facts, which illumined the 
hours of his protracted pilgrimage. His voice, at the bed 
of death, was the herald of consolation. Are there not 
uncounted numbers, still passing on, in this vale of tears, 
who, while attending upon their expiring relatives, have 
witnessed the divine effects emanating from the luminous 
understanding of the preacher, and lighting up a blissful 
BWiiie of anticipated felicity, amid the agonies of dissolving 
nature. To the aged he delighted to administer consola- 
tion; his presence gave a face of cheerfulness to those 
social hours, which the numerous classes, with whom he 

* Note — See page 319, 
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mingled^ were wont to appropriate to enjoyment. Chil- 
dren lisped with infantile transport the name of the phi- 
lanthropic preacher, and they were even eloquent in ex- 
pressions of unfeigned attachment. The pleasures of 
young people, if under the dominion of innocence, were 
uniformly sanctioned by their preacher; and his appear- 
ance in well-regulated circles of. hilarity, so far from 
clouding, was always considered as the harbinger of high- 
wrought entertainment. If we except a single instance, 
wo do not know, that^ through a series of revolving years, 
the harmony subsisting between the minister and his con- 
gregation, suflfered either interruption or diminution 
This instance originated in political pertinacity. Party 
spirit occasionally ran very high; and federal and demo- 
cratic leaders were among the adherent^ of Mr. Murray. 
A July Oration was to be delivered; much invidious dis- 
quisition was afloat; ,but it is fruitless to delineate; suffice 
it to say, that this oration, and its consequences, were 
pregnant with anguish to an oA-stricken heart; but bless- 
ed be God, the threatening aspect of affairs, which seem- 
ed to gather darkness^ was soon dispersed, and the sun of 
righteousness seemed to break forth, with renewed splen- 
dor. Nor is it wonderful, that transient animosities exist- 
ed; it is rather astonishing they were not more frequent. 
It was truly affecting, it was beautiful, and eminently 
consolatory, to behold persons of the warmest feelings, 
and strongest prejudices, depositing every dissenting, ev- 
ery foreign 'sentiment, at the foot of the cross, meeting, 
and mingling souls, and emphatically, although tacitly, 
saying to every minor consideration, 'Tarry, ye hiefe, 
while we go up to worship.' [ . ■ * 

Too soon have the years of felicity fled awsiy; They 
rise to view like the vision of some blissful era, which we 
have imagined^ not realized. Suddenly we were aroused 
from our dream of security; the torpid ii^nd of Pftlsy* 
blighted our dearest hopes; the Preacher, ibe Hea^' the 
Husband, the Father, was in a moment precipitated from 
a state of high health, and prostrated beneath the tremen* 
dous stroke of the fell destroyer. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Record continued Jrom Oetdber, 1809, to September {I^IS, 

including the cioxtng* scene. 

Portentously the dense, dark cloud arose ; 

Long was the night, surcharged with olust'ring woes; 

But, blest Religion, robed in spotless white, 

With torch of laith, pointing to realms of light, 

March^ splendid on ; wide o'er the brightening way, 

Leading the saint to never-ending day. 

It was upon the nineteenth day of October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nine, that the fata] blow was giv- 
en to a life so valuable, so greatly endeared, so truly pre- 
cious', but, although the corporeal powers of the long 
active preacher became so far useless, as to render him as 
helpless as a new-born babe; although he was indeed a 
complete cripple, yet the saint still lingered; was still de- 
tained by the all-wise decree of the Most High, a prisoner 
in his clay-built tenement, nor did his compFete beatifica- 
tion take place until the Sabbath morning of September 
3d, lacking only a few days of six complete years. Yet 
was his patience, so far as we have known, unexampled. 
No murmur against the inflictions of Heaven escaped his 
lips; praises of his paternal Creator were still found upon 
his tongue, and the goodness of his God continued his en- 
during theme. Unwavering in his testimony, he repeat- 
edly, and most devoutly, said : ' No man on earth is under 
so many obligations to Almighty God as myself; yes, I 
will adore the ffreat source of Being so long as I shall ex- 
ist, and evenr faculty of my soul shall bless my redeeming 
Creator.' Yet, it is true, that when the once cheerful 
sabbath bells vibrated upon his ear, he would frequently 
lift towards heaven a humid eye, and mournfully articu- 
late: 'Alas{ alas! it is not with me as heretofore, when 
I could hear the tribes devoutly say, * Up, Israel, to the 
temple haste, and keep this festal day:' Soon, however, 
his mind was hushed to peace, by calm and nrm confi- 
dence in his God, and he would add — ' Well, well, when 
I awake in thy likeness, I shall be satisfied. We are asleep 
in the present state; we are asleep in the likeness of the 
earthy man; all our uneasy sensations are unpleasant 
dreams. Pleasures, derived from mere terrestrial enjoy- 
ments, detached from intellect, are also dreams, and, like 
the baseless fabric of a vision shall not leave a wreck be* 
hind. But if my life have been a continued sleep, and 
the greater part of my pains, and pleasures, dreams; yet, 
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while this deep sleep has been upomMie, the Almighty hath 
instructed me; yesj blessed be His name^ the roof of His 
mouth is as the best wine^which*goeth down sweetly^ causing 
the lips of those who are asleep to speak, 0/ for more of 
this best wine, that my lips may show forth his praise, that 
I -may drink and forget all sorrow.^ 

Thus wasJhe tenor of his mind generally acquiescent, 
and his impatience to i e gone was frequently subdued, by 
an*operative conviction of the sovereign wisdom, as well 
as paternal love of Deity. His bible was his constant . 
companion. Seated by his aifectionate assistant, in hia 
easy chair, and the book of God opened before him, the 
man of patience, during six succeeding years, passed the 
long summer mornings from the sun's early beams, in exam- 
ining and re-examining the will of his aucJust Father. 
He 4iad, through a long life, been conversant with a va- 
riety of English authors. Poets, di*amatic writers, essay- 
ists, and historians, were familiar to him; he took great 
delight in perusing them; but, travelling through those 
multiplied pages, might be termed his excursions, while 
the sacred volume was his iNTELLECTUAii home. Many 
hours in every day were devoted to the attentive perusal 
of the scriptures, and yet his sentiments were unvaried; 
not a single feature of the system, he had so long advoca-. 
ted, was changed. 

Mr. Murray was fond of calling himself the Lord's 
prisoner; and he would add, I am, by consequence, a 
prisoner of hope. During his confinement many respect- 
able gentlemen, clergymen in Boston, visited him. One or 
two repeated their visits, and they apparently regarded the 
npw white-haired servant of God with kindness and respect, 
(ine clergyman questioned him respecting his then pres- 
ent views, wishing to be ascertained if his faith were still 
in exercise, if he were willing to depart, ^ O yes, yes, yeg,^A ]|^ 
exclaimed the long-illumined christian, ' the glorious mani- m^ 
festations of divine love still brighten upon me. Right *^ 
precious to my soul are the promises, the oath of Jeho- 
vah; and, sir, so far from shrinking from my approach- 
ing change, my only struggle is for patience to abide, un- 
til the time appointed for my emancipation. I would cul- 
tivate a humble, child-like resignation; but hope deferred, 
doth indeed too oflen make the heart sick.' Another geii* > 
tleman congratulated him on his apparent convalescence. — 
'Oh ! sir,' he returned, 'the voice of gladness suits not my 
present feelings; it is, as if, when I believed, I was voyag- 
ing to my native shores, where health, happiness, and 
peace awaited me, borne onwards by gales the most pro* 
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pitiousy and supposing myself almost in the moment of 
obtaining the long desired haven, when suddenly driven 
back by some adverse circumstance, instead of being 
Boothed by condolence, I am pierced to the soul by the dis- 
oordant sounds of felicitations.' Yet, we repeat, the re- 
vered teacher was in general astonishingly patient, resign- 
ed, and even cheerfbl. He was frequently heard to say, 
that he had experienced, in the course of his oonfinement, 
more of the abundant goodness of his God, than through 
the whole of his preceding life; and those, most conver- 
sant with him, pouid not forbear observing, that the pro- 
tracted period which would in prospect have risen to the 
eye with a most melancholy, if not terrific .aspect, taken 
as a whole, exhibited the saint more equal, calm, and dig- 
nified, than any other six years of his existence. A re- 
spectable gentleman, not of his persuasion, but candid 
and benign, remarked, that his character was elevated to 
no common height; that his uncomplaining endurance of 
suffering, and the unwavering steadfastness of his faith, 
had stamped his testimony with the seal of integrity, and 
gave that confirmation to his confidence in his own views 
of sacred writ, which could not fail of rejoicing the hearts 
of his adherents. - 

The chamber of adversity was occasionally illuminec. 
by the presence of ?i few fast friends; and one sympathiz- 
ing, kind-hearted, affectionate brother was so uniform io 
his appearance, with the close of every week, that we 
might almost have designated the day, and the hour of the 
evening, by his approaches. Nor was the demise of his 
teacher the period of his kindness; his countenance, his 
aid, his commisseration, his society, are still loaned to the 
solitary, the bereaved iamily. Dear faithful man! May 
the rich blessings of Almighty God rest upon thee and 
thine, until thou hast finished thy mortal career, and may- 
est thou, in the regions of blessedness, renew, with thy be- 
loved teacher, that friendship which, while tenanted in 
clay, thou hast so well known to appreciate. 

To three other gentlemen, devoted adherents to the la- 
niented deceased, warm acknowledgments are, also, most 
righteously due. Their kind, and still continued atten- 
tions, are gratifying proof of their attachment to him, who 
was so dear to them, and gratitude hath, with mournful 
alacrity, reared her altars in the bosoms of the widow, and 
the fatherless. 

.Some strange occurrences were noted, which filled the 
heart of the venerable man of God with sorrow, unutter 
able sorrow. Eviftry thing seemed to point homeward to 
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the skv, and upon Lard's day morning, Aagust twen^- 
seventn, one thousatid eight hundred and fifteen, at four 
o'clock, an especial summons was despatched by the Most 
High, to recall his long-tried servant; but alas ! we did not 
recognize the messenger; we rather believed, that the cir- 
.cumstances, which marked the acknowledged change, 
would look with a friendly aspect upon the health of the 
beloved man, during the succeeding autumn and winter; 
but the honored , sufferer himself, apparently better in- 
formed, anticipatin^ly observed — ' Who knows, perhaps 
the liberating hour is at hand;' and his feelings were al- 
ways elated or depressed, in exact proportion as the mo- 
ment of his departure seemed to advance or ^recede. The 
progress of the new disease was astonishingly rapid. A 
physician was summoned, who permitted thje indulgence 
of hope. On Tuesday, 29th, nis complaints evidendy 
abated, insomuch, that while the features of his strongly 
marked face expressed the deepest mortification, he trem- 
ulously exclaimed, * Am I theu once more thrown backj 
the melancholy subject of alternate hope and fear?' On 
Wednesday, every symptom increased, he obtained little 
rest, and hope manifestly triumphed in his bosom. Anoth- 
er physician was called in, whose doubtful answers to 
proposed questions created much alarm. He seemed to 
consider nature as surrendering her offices. In the course 
of Thursday, 31st, he repeatedly and earnestly said,. • I 
cannot be sufficiently thankful to God, my Saviour, that 
I suffer no pain, either of* body or mind.' To a'younff 
and tenderly interested friend, he smilingly observed, * 1 
am hastening through the valley of the shadow of death; 
I am about to quit this distempered state; yet a little mo- 
ment and I shall [bo received int^ the city of the living 
God, with the innumerable company of the apostles, and 
spirits of just men made perfect, and I shall continue for- 
ever in the presence of my divine Master.' 




he 

Christ 

eyes upon them, * remember, that, however, tried in this 
world, there is another and a better state of things; and 
that, although pierced in this vale of tears by the arrows 
of unkindness and ingratitude, there is One who loveth 
you, with an everlasting love, and who will never leave 
you nor forsake you.' * 

On Friday mornine, September 1st, some expressions 

gave positive proof of his sanity; but as the day advanced, 
is derangement was supposed unquestionable, and from 
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t^if hour, until Saturday eyening, a little after sunset, he 
continued, wilh few intervals, incoherently repeating the 
most consolatory passages in the book of God. His right 
hand was constantly in motion, and when any one ap- 
proached, whatever might be the question, the answer 
was ready. ' To Him,' said the expiring christian, 
' shall the gathering of the people be, and His rest shall he 
glorious, glorious, glorious, 1 am blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, in Christ Jesus. Nor I alone, Christ Jesus 
hath tasted death for every man,'^ &c. &.c. These God 
honoring, man-restorinff truths, were audibly articulated, 
while voice and strength continued; and when speaking 
only in a whisper, to the listening ear applied to his moving 
lips, it was ascertained that the same consolatory assurances 
still dwelt upon his tongue. Was this delirium? or, if it 
were, was it not a delirium irradiated by the powerful in- 
fluence of redeeming love ? Did not the luminous truths, 
upon which the noblci the capacious mind^ had so long re- 
posed, beam refulgent over the scattering fragments, then 
dissolving, which had for a term of more than seventy 
years, embodied the immortal tenant? 

Almost immediately ufler sunset, on Saturday evening, 
he ceased to speak; his right hand no longer waved, and he 
continued in the same position, in which the enduring kind- 
ness of his faithful assistant had placed him, until six o'clock, 
Lord's-day morning, September third, one thousand eight 
Hundred and fifteen; when, without a sigh, or a struggle, or 
a single distortion of countenance, he exjured. His long 
imprisoned spirit escaped to the God who save it. 

It did not appear, through the whole of Friday and Sat- 
urday, that he suffered the least pain except when an at- 
tempt was made to move him. His breath grew shorter, 
and shorter like the siteet sleep of a tired infant, until it 
could no more be distinguished. He departed this life in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Sacred be the scene which immediately succeeded. "We 
do not wish — ^we attempt not to lift the veil; but we exult 
in the conviction, that we shall ere long, follow the eman- 
cipated spirit to the abodes of blessedness. 

The interment could be deferred only until Monday 
eyening, September 4th. The ebbing attachment of cer- 
tain individuals now reverted to its pristine channel. 
Funeral honors were promtly and unanimously decreed. 
The children of the society, distinguished by a badge of 
mourning, preceded the body; along solemn, well ordered 
and respectable procession followed the train of mourners; 
private carriages were added to those appointed by the 
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society ; the body was deposited upon stands in the aisk 
of the church ; the pulpit and galleries were hung with 
black; religious exercises were performed; when it was 
entombed with the ashes of those to whom he had been 
fondly attached. Every thing, which immediately referred 
to the sacred, the ikdividual remains of the deceased, was 
liberally provided by the religious adherents of the pro- 
mulgator, and the arrears which would have been due to 
the family, had the vote of March, 1815, been similarno 
that of March 1S14, were paid to a single farthing. 



CHAPTER IX 

Conclusion. 
' And now the feverish dream of life is o'er.' 

Had we talents, we would exhibit a portrait of the 
deceased: But, besides, that we feel ourselves inadequate 
to a task so arduous, we are not perfectly convinced of 
its propriety. Friendship might be too warm, and admi- 
ration too lavish. <His colleague has been his eulogist, 
and no friend of the deceased will pronounce the 
panegyric an exaggeration. Perhaps it does not contain 
a more just, or a more happy paragraph than the follow- 
ing : ' Without a second to aid Aim, you saw him pass 
along these shores from Maryland to New Hamfshire, 
like the lonely Pelican 0/ the wilderness^ publishing €u 
with the voice of an angely the tidings of everlastif^ life to 
the whole world, in the name, and through the mission qf 
our Lord Jesus Christ.^ ' *?► 

It has been said that persuasion dwelt upon the lips of 
our philanthropist. The pages of recollection furnish 
many instances of his powerful, and soul-subduinff elo- 
quence. We are impelled to select, from the lading 
i;ecord, two facts which are well authenticated : — 

A London mdb had assembled in great force, with the 
most destructive and murderous designs. Time-honored 
edifices were to be demolished, and the weapons of death to 
be pointed at the most valuable lives. This scene of riot was 
exhibited during the troubles relative to Mr. Wilkes; all was 
tumult and tremendous uproar; an attempt at reasoning 
was stifled by outrageous clamor; the efforts of peace 
officers were fruitless, and the military was on the point 
of being called into action, when Mr. Murray, returning 
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from some religious meeting to his peaceful home, foUiid 
himself in the midst of the infuriated rioters, and instantly 
mounting a stand, which opportunely presented, he bar- 
roDfued the lawless multitude ; and by soothing their 
prejudices, addressing their passions, and pointing out the 
only legitimate steps for the purpose of obtaining redress^ 
he first obtained silence, next softened and ameliorated 
their passions, and finally dispersed without mischief a most 
enraged populace. A nobleman, seizing him by the hand, 
impressively said, -* Young man, I thank you; I am ignorant 
of your name, but I bear testimony to your wonderful abili- 
ties. By your exertions, much blood and treasure have this 
night beien saved.* 

The^second instance which we present is nearer home» 
A motion was made in the legislature of a sister state, then 
province, to riiise a sum of money for the relief of the Bos- 
tQpiahs, suffering from the severe decrees of a British min- 
istry. Mr. Murray attended the debates; the motion was 
seconded, and supported, with spirit and judgment, and it 
was opposed with some violence, and little reason. It was 

Sut to vote, and lost by a majority of twelve persons; Mr. 
furray's particular adherents voting against it. It hap- 
pened ne was, on that day to dine at the house of a Doctor 

n , one of the triumphant majority, with several . 

gentlemen on the same side of the question, when his po¥^ 
erful animadversions, and reasoning upon the subject, 
wrought so great a revolution, as to produce a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and the motion for succoring the Bostoni- 
ans, passed by a majority of nine persons. 

Mr. Murray has been accused of licentious opinions and 
practices. His letters to his friends would fill many vol- 
umes; addressed to the, private ear of those he best loved, 
they ought to decide upon his opinions; and, for his life, 
pernaps no man of abilities so stinted was ever a greater 
blessing to mankind. We indulge ourselves with giving 
one letter, written to the son of a most intimate friend : — 
' You are placed at school for two purposes; the im- 
provement of your understanding, and the formation of vir 
tuous principles. It cannot be doubted that the improve- 
ment of the heart is esteemed by those to whom you are 
most dear, beyond the most cultivated intellect. It is your 
business to unite these estimable objects, your heart and 
understanding should be emulous in pursuit of excellence. 
£^tbics, improved and elevated by the christian religion, be- 
come the guides to real wisdom and solid happiness; these 
they could never have attained in the schools of heathen 
philosophy. It is not expected that you should thus early 
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tie engaged in the urofoupd disquisitions of theology. Th« 
plain doctrines of the religion, which it is hoped you will 
profess, have been explained to you; but the principal bu- 
siness is to open your heart for the reception of those sen- 
timents and principles, which will conduce to the direction 
of your actions, in the employments and engagements of 
your subsequent life. Permit me, however, to .remind you 
of the necessity of reading the scriptures, that is, of drinking 
the sacred waters at the fountain head. But, to read the 
scriptures with advantage, judgment is necessary, and as 
your judgment is not yet matured, you must submit to the 
direction of your instructers. The plainest, and most per- 
spicuous passages will, for the present, best deserve and re- 
ward your attention. The historical parts of the Old Tes- 
tament will entertain you, if you consider them only in a 
classical point of view, as valuable passages of ancient his- 
tory; but I would call your attention more immediately to 
the books which are most replete with moral instruction, 
such as the Proverbs of Solomon, the Wisdom of the Sod 

' ^ - I 

of Sirach, and the admirable book entitled, Ecclesiastic^s. 
J trust the time will come, when the prophecies will most 
pleasingly instruct you; at present you vdll peruse them 
for the poetical beauties, which they confessedly [display. 
Isaiah abounds with fine passages of this description, and 
Jeremiah is by no means deficient in this line. You have 
no doubt read Pope's Messiah, and could not but have 
observed, that its most pleasing imagery is selected fronj 
Isaiah, If you read the Old Testament with a taste for its 
beauties, you will accomplish two important purposes; you 
will acquire a knowledge of the Holy Bible, which is your 
duty, and you will improve your taste and judgment. The 
JSTew Testament requires the attention of every one, who 
professes himself a christian. You must read it with that 
aumiUty, which becomes a finite being, but more particular- 
ly a young person; you will do well to pay especial at- 
tention to the sermon on the Mount, and to that admirable 
epitome of all moral philosophy, the rule of doing to 

OTHERS, JLS WE WOULD THET SHOULD DO UNTO US. If yOU 

pay due obedience to this precept, you will never hesitate 
an determining what part you are, upon every occasion, to 
act. It is proper you should familiarize your mind to the 
langttage of scripture; although you may not fuUy com- 
prehend the sacred writings^ you will thus treasure up in 
your memory many useful passages, which may become in 
future highly consolatory. An early acquaintance with the 
letter of the old and new testaments, has been found sub- 
stantial props through lengthening years; but all this, my 
22 
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dear young friend, will avail but little, unless you add 
thereto prayer and praise. Make it therefore a rule, never 
to be violated, to pray night and morning. The Redeemer, 
while clothed in humanity, earnestly and fervently address* 
od the Deity; forget not, therefore, to offer your private 
addreraes to the Father of your spirit, at retiring to rest, 
and with the early dawn. Your age is^the age of inadver- 
tance; you enjoy health, and you are a stranger to the 
cares of the world. Cheerfulness does indeed become you, 
but let me pray you to consider the value of time, and the 
importance of appropriating it to wisdom. Consider your 
parents; the anxiety they experience upon your account- 
most ardently do they desire your improvement. Laudably 
ambitious, they are solicitous that you should be emi 
ncnt, in whatever profession or employment ybu may be 
destined to engage. To see you contemptible, would fill 
them with the extreme of anguish; and, trust me, nothing 
will rescue you from contempt, but individual merit, a good 
disposition, adorned by literature, and embellished by the 
lighter accomplishments, and especially elevated by chria- 
tianity. Your parents have labored indefatigably, to pro- 
mote you; but it remains with yourself to give success to 
their endeavors. The mind is not like a vessel, into'which 
we tnay ppur any good quality, whatever the director may 
choose; it is rather like a plant, which, by the operation of 
its own internal powers, imbibes the nutriment afforded by 
the earth. I repeat; it is certain, that instructers can serve 
you only in conjunction with your own efforts. Let me 
then entreat you to exert yourself, if you have any regard 
for those parents, whose happiness so much depends upon 
your conduct; if you have any regard for your own honor, 
felicity, and prosperity; if you hope to be useful, and res- 
pected in society. 

* Always consider nie as your friend and servant, 

JOHN MURRAY.' 
If the testimony of respectable contemporaries; of men 
who disdained flattery, and whose judgment was unques- 
tionable; who delighted to address our departed friend in 
the stt'ains of panegyric — ^if these vouchers were permitted 
to decide in his favor, we could produce a cloud oi witness- 
es. We content ourselves with a few extracts, ' from the 
many letters which might be produced. General Greene 
thus writes : * You may remember, I promised you a letter 
at the close of every campaign. Had I the tongue of a 
Murray to proclaim, or the pen of a Robertson to record, 
the occurreqces of this campaign should be delineated to 
the honor of America. The Monmouth battle, and the ac- 
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tioa upon Rhode-Island, were no small triumphs to us, who 
had so often been necessitated to turn our "backs. To be- 
.bold our fellows, chasing, the British off the field of battle, 
afforded a pleasure,- which you can better conceive, than I 
describe. If, my dear Murray, I had before been an unbe- 
liever, I have had sufficient evidence of the intervention of 
Divine Providence, to reclaim me from infidelity: my 
heart, I do assure you, overflows with gratitude to Him, 
whose arm is mightier than all the Princes of the earth. 
[n the midst of difficulties, and I have encountered many, 
my heart reverts to you; were you addressing me from the 
pulpit, you could convince me that considering the world 
to which I am hastening, I have not the least cause of com- 
plaint — I sigh for an ojjportunity of listening to the^music 
of your voice. 

* Are you and the priests upon any better terms .^ Or 
are they as mad with you as ever? Well, go on, and pros- 
per, and may God bless you to the end of the chapter.'. 
Again, General Greene writes: 'It is, my dear wr, a long 
time since you and I have had a friendly meeting. God only 
knows when we shall be thus blest. It is impossible for me 
to give you an adequate idea of the distress of the once 
. happy people of New Jersey; I know your fancy is lively, 
and your genius fertile; give your faculties full scope, in 
drawing a picture, and it will stiU fall far short of the origi- 
nal. How greatly would you be pained were you present; 
you who sympathize with every thing in distress, and feel 
°''^ **" - ■ "' — «aiafiries of all around you. Oh, my dear 
friend, may God preserve you from such complicated dis- 
tress. Soon after you left me upon Long Island, I -was 
seized with a violent fit of sickness; my restoration was un- 
expected, but my health is now confirmed. Oh what would 
I give for a few hours uninterrupted conversation with our 
dear Murray. I beseech you to visit Mrs. Greene in Coven- 
try.' One more extract from the letters of General Greene 
shall suffice. ' Onc^ more, on the close of the campaign, I 
am to announce to my very dear friend, that I am stifl an 
inhabitant of this globe. We have had a hard and bloody 
campaign, yet we ought rather to dwell upon the mercies 
we have received, than to repine because they are not great- 
er. But man is a thankless creature : yet you, dear Murray, 
know, that the mercies. of God are happily proportioned to 
our weakness. . Retired to winter quarters, the social pas- 
sions once more kindled into life. Love and friendship 
triumph over the heart, and the sweet pleasure of domestic 
happiness, call to remembrance my once happy circle of 
friends, in which you, my dear vSir, appear in the first rank 
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My fHendship for jou is indeed of the wannest description. 
My attachment was not hastily formed, and it will not easily 
be relinquished. I early admired your talents; your mor- 
als hare earned my esteem; and neither distance nor cir-^ 
cumstances will diminish my affection.' ^ 

The subjoined extracts are from letters written by a 
gentleman of high respectability, in the merc^tile, litera- 
ry, and christian world. The first extract is from a letter, 
soliciting a visit from the preacher. , 

* The grand the glorious expedition, in which you arp 
engaged, to disseminate truth, and knowledge; the assur- 
ances we can give you how little is knovm here, and how 
eagerly it is wished, that the ways of God to man should be 
made manifest, will, I trust induce you to make an exer- 
tion in our behalf. My ardent prayer is for your life, and 
health. The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; yet I trust in God, that the beams of light will irradi- 
ite this benighted world, and that he will accelerate that 
Jternal day, when the Son shall give up the kingdom to 
he Father, and God shall be all in alK' 

You solicit me to write; my writing can afford you no 
aovelty, for what intellectual ground is there that you have 
ttot trod or that I can mark Out, which you have not be- 
fore observed. I am wearied with reiterated reflection, 
and I pant for that sky, where I may range without con- 
fmement. The simple truths of the gospel please me much. 
I rest in confidence that Christ died for me- ro«ft ngain Aw 
my justification, and will makomc romplcieiy blessed; that 
I am e««enti«xll> united to, and a part of that nature, which 
pervades all space, and a spark of that fire, that shall es- 
cape to heaven, its native seat. I recollect your preach- 
ing with pleasure, and I bless God for the light he has been 
pleased to convey to my mind, through your instrumentali- 
ty; may your labors be blessed with Success; but I predict 
the genuine gospel laborers will be but few. Poor man \ 
you must stand singly opposed, ^without human aid: be 

f' ersuaded that the conflict will be inferior to your strength, 
really despise the world, for their treatment of you; but 
you know who says, ' Be of good cheer I have overcome the 
ujorld,^ What mildness was there in the majesty of the 
person of the Redeemer ! He eould have been no other 
than the Deity, enrobed in a manOe of flesh. I venerate » 
the liberal, the magnanimous principles of your general and 
jrour colonel; and I love them for their friendship for you, 
&nd the estimation in which they hold you. It is so rare 
lo meet with liberal and enlarged minds, that when I do, 
I exult at the discovery, an<l my soul leaps to err^bracQ 
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them. Should you have a vacant, moment^ you will do 
well to fill it, by writing to us your children.' 

Never my dear Murray, can I forget you, while mem- 
ory holds her seat in this benighted vale. The impres- 
sions are too lasting to be effaced, and so deeply are they 
marked together, that when the i^eas of the great redemp- 
tion arise in my mind, those of Relly and Murray, are in- 
seperable therefrom, as the mediums- through which sul>- 
lime truth beamed upon my soul. I am desirous of antici- 
pating that adult age, you so beautifully describe, when 
knowledge shall be conveyed, not by the obstructed tongue 
or tardy pen, but by intuition. But my dear Sir, you must 
wait till that expected day, before I can tell you how much 
I esteem, how much I love you. Among a number of 
things you have taught me, I reckon it not the least, that 
the disposal of human affairs is in the direction of a Being 
whose operations will always produce the best consequen- 
ces. I, however, find it difficult to suppress the indigna- 
tion I feel at the treatment you receive. What shall cure 
these distempered minds? what shall compose the tumult 
of their frenzy, or rouse their feveris"!! repose? Not the 
skill of an Isaiah, nor the pra3^ers of a Paul ; nothing short 
of the prescription of the grand physician, who is the Healer, 
of the Nations, and the application of that tree, whose 
leaf is for, medicine. My wishes for you in this case are 
vain; but I can never appreciate the aspirations of my * 
heart; not that you may be exempt from the conflict, but 
that you may conquer, and you will conquer; your re- 
ward is abovt;, secure from the rage of impotent man, and 
the invasion of the graij-l adversary of human nature.' 

' To be possessed of your confidence and friendship, 
would be flattering to me in the highest degree. My wish- 
es are to deserve both. You do indeed appear to me a chosen t 
one an elect 3 ouL' Oall these expressions extravagant, if;, 
you please, but they are as far short of what I feel, as lan- 
guage is inadequate to the expressions of the refined taste 
of the mind.' 

* Among the almost innumerable systems, respecting our 
nature, being, and our end, in which the world has been so 
perplexed, and have exposed themselves so variously, none 
claims so fair a title to truth as the one you promulgate. 
But the world have not so liberally attributed goodness to 
Deity. Our benignant religion developes the goodness of 
God in the enlightening sun, the fructifying rain, the 
cheering wine, and the nutritious bread; in short, in a 
thousand million examples, with which nature so liberally 
abounds. Indeed, we should seldom be unhappy, did wq 

22* 
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more constantly realize the presence of a redeeming God. 
I adaiire the candor of your mind, which is ever stepping 
forth, as the advocate of your friends, although I may occa- 
aionally drop from that stand in your friendship, which it 
would be my pride to maintain : it is a persuasion, which I 
can never relinquish, that the wanderings of my heart may 
be reclaimed in an instant. Your letters are under my pil- 
low; I bind them to me as phylacteries, and I attentively 
watch for a moment of leisure, to acknowledge them. 
Murray, should you pass out of time before me, I should 
experience some exquisitely painful sensations. O ! may 
you be for a long, long time to come, invulnerable co the 
shaAs of disease; yet why should I wish to turn the dart, 
that will give you passport to a life of bliss and immortality! 
You who agonize at the present state of existence. No, 
let nie neither accelerate, nor retard, even by a wish, that 
period of humanity, but invoke our common JFather that 
we may be strengthened by the way, and with faith and 
patience quietly wait the expected release.' 

' Your letter, My dear Murray, is like a great magazine, 
full of instruction and entertainment* Were I to attempt 
to give it due and just consideration, I should write a vol- 
ume, and probably not succeed at last. Vou say, and I be- 
lieve it, that we shall be built up again upon a superior 
principle. The world is so involved in the wicked one, 
that I am really glad to find any one willing to allow the 
goodness of God, in any view; it is at least one step 'to- 
ward a just way of thinking. I pray you to be content 
with your present standing, you are too infirm to visit far 
from home; where you speak, you are heard by many 
strangers, who enter your Capital, whom you know not, 
but who hear and know you; so I think your station is 
clearly pointed out, to which you do well to adhere I re- 
gret exceedingly, that I cannot attend vour expositions of 
the ceremonial Law, in which 1 understand you are enffag- 
ed Those laws are a deep and rich mine of instruction. 
1 he scriptures are One, like a great Epic; their action is 
One, the Restoration of a lost nature. The subordi- 
nate parts evidently point to the great Head end captain 
of our salvation. Go on, my dear Sir, and may you be 
the means of bringing many sons to glory. Allow me to 
say, you ought to wnte more frequently; your diligence 
and activity are well known to me, but it seems incumbent 
upon you to give to the world your explanations of the 
sacred writings. Yes, I repeat, you would do well to be- 
stow some portion of your time to record and elucidate 
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man^r passages which, when you are gone, may speak fat 
_y6u. The event of your death, however dreaded, must be 
met by the greater part of your hearers, and, although 
they may have remaining to them the sacred writings, yet 
you are aware, that a preacher is necessary. I have com- 
pared you to some of the general elements of life, tvhose 
good and salubrious existences are not known, until they 
are lost. I consider you enipioyed in removing the scales 
from the darkened eye, fortifying the timid mind against the 
approaching dissolution of nature, seciiring it from the blan- 
dishments of delusion and leading it to arm against the 
terrors of calamity and pain. I myself am indebted to you 
in hundreds of instances for light, and most important in- 
formation. I need not repeat my best wishes to you; tbfey 
present themselves to me in full, whenever your memory 
occurs to me. I feel that it is hereafter, when you and I 
are liberated,, that I shall derive a part of my happiness 
from the perfection of your friendship. May the least and 
lightest pains infest you here; this is the utmost a mortal 
dare wish, or request.' 

^Yes, my dear Sir, I am now sensible of the value of ex- 
istence; and the insurance of immortality has become my 
greatest happiness. The time was, when, to my serious 
moments, immortality appeared garbed in horror; many 
a time have I wished I had never been bom; but, blessed 
change, I can now perceive that light, which shined in me, 
even then, — although my darkness comprehended it hot; but 
blessed be God, my eyes are at length opened. O ! may 
God, all-gracious, watch over you, and preserve you from 
every evil. The Almighty in great mercy hath loaned you 
to a benighted world; may the rich .blessipg be long con- 
tinued.' 

' Gratitude, dear and honored Sir, calls upon me to ac- 
knowledge my great obligations for the glorious declara- 
tion of those important truths, of which, until I had the 
pleasurje, of seeing Mr Murray, I was entirely ignorant 
From that blessed era, I date the commencement of my 
terrestrial felicity. It is to you, as an instrument, I am in- 
debted for a glimpse of the beautiful harmony of the sacred 
writings; I can now behold, with devout admiration j the 

5reat salvation promised us by the word, by the oath of 
ehovah, in that holy book, which, although possessed by 
many, is neither understood nor valued, except by a few 
elected individuals. I much wish for your continued in- 
struction; and I know you take pleasure in considering it 
your duty to impart your knowledge of the Redeemer to 
the creatures whom he hath purchased with his blood. 
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Would it were the will of God to give you a permanent 
standing among the circle of my friends, who are so great- 
ly devoted to you; then, dear Sir, would our heaven be 
commenced upon earth, and all would be one continued 
scene of uninterrupted praises and thanksgiving, for the 
great Redemption, wrought out by the death and sufferings 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 

' Murray, how greatly you succeed, when engaged upon 
a theme which I emphatically call youk own. I love to 
hear you speak upon any subject; but on this, you are, I 
had almo&t said ^(li vine; your whole soul seems engaged, 
when dwelling upon the Redeemer, and his love to man; 
nothing but the voice of the God who made you^ and who 
hath so wonderfully endowed you, can exceed the honied 
accents of your heaven-inspired tongue. Do you wonder 
that I am daily wishing myself among the number of your 
hearers, your hal^py hearers ! but how contrasted is the life 
of a soldier, to that of the peaceful christian seated at the 
feet of Jesus, t 

A respectable gentleman, writing, nearly two years since, 
from the city of Philadelphia, and speaking relative to the 
recent publication of the venerable, the now departed saint, 
gratefully says: ' These volumes, your Letters and Sketch- 
es, are all I hoped for, wished, or expected; they are much 
more. I bless God, not only for the treasures of wisdom 
committed to his venerable servant, but also that his valua- 
ble life has been preserved to accomplish this work; a pro- 
duction, which will live, and be read with ineffable delight, 
when the rubbish of ages shall have been consigned to ob- 
livion.' 

Should any curiosity exist respecting Mr. Murray's po- 
litical sentiments, it may be sufficient to say, that he was in 
heart an American. America was the country of his 
adoption. He was decidedly and uniformly opposed to the 
oppression of the British ministry, and he would have em- 
braced any upright measures to have procured redress; yet,, 
perhaps, he would have been as well pleased, had England 
and America been united upon ternjs of equality and recip 
rocal benefit; nor can it be denied, that he was, indubita- 
bly, an Anti-Gallican. In our opinion, a total deceliction 
of country stamps miscreant upon the individual, who har- 
bors feelings so reprehensible. England was the native 
country of the preacher; the virtues flourished in his bo* 
som, among which the amor patrioB glowed with no com- 
mon lustre. He frequently amused hW(Mb^ with writing 
in numbers, which, so soon as written^ £e generally com- 
mitted to the flames. The foUowfej^^&artificial lines. 
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written one hour aflef be received intelligeiice of the de- 
aise of the celebrated and meritorious Earl of Chatham, 
nay be considered as a correct delineation of his political 
dews and wishes. 

Swift on the ear of fancy home along, 
And safely landed on my native Isle, 
I join the mourning train, assembled there 
And stand unnoticed near the hallow'd corse: 
I mai^k the empty pageantry of state, 
A pageantry, alas ! not empty here, 
f^or here are real signs of real wo 3 
All ranks, all orders, mingle in the throng j 
Some raise the voice in majesty of wo : 
Some silent stand as statues — pale with grief- 
At sight of these, my tears more copious flow. 

Hark^-from yon seat a voice assails my ear, 
. Than music in its softest strains more aweet. 
'Tis Camden ! favored sage, exalted chief, 
He calls his mourning cmmfry t* »i*««>a. 
As thus he pojors the elegiac strain, 

— HrxTmrn»«'?^ i.u- .-ita -rrnere all was calm repose, 
And,.taught by heaven, the mind drank classic lore. 
To the tumultuous seenes of busy life, 
This peerless man, in hour of dread dismay. 
By pitying Heaven, in mercy to our land. 
Was summoned forth. He gracious heard, and came. 

Hailed by Britannia^s united voice;' 
His royal master looked benignly kind. 
And bade him welcome to his arms, his heart ; 
For howso'er renaote their varied spheres. 
Congenial souls, /t vrould seem, informed them both. 

- " • 

No longer viewM as servant, but as friend, 
In all his :^6vereign's councils b^ ))ad part, 
Their hopes and fears, their aims and ends the nune 
The Nation gave her treasures to his care. 
Himself the richest treasure she possessed; 
And anxious eyes from every rank were raised, 
With serious awe, and steadfast hope to him; 
Nor were their hop<>s, their expectations vain. 
New life, new views, fresh vigor nerved his arm, 
All that was wrong, his vigilance set right, 
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And, what was greater far, preserved it so. 
The foes he met (for who from foes is free) 
Were, to the peerless jewel of his worth. 
Like toiling lapidary to the costly gem, 

They made its brightness more conspicuooB shine. 

♦ 

The fawning sycophant ofl sought his smile. 
Bat piercing eye-beams struck the caitiff blind} 
The foes to virtue trembled at his nod. 
While her glad sons flocked hovering round their Siie* 
The Merchant watched his eye ', the sons of Art, 
The swain who turns the glebe, but chiefly he 
On glory bent, who ploughed the watery way, 
Panting to grasp the treasures of the globe. 
He carefully this Pole-Star still observed. 
And safely voyaged, with this star in view. 
How wild alas 1 he'll wander now 'tis hid. 

The secretR of all states, blest heaven-taught sage, 
To thy pervading eye were all unveil'd, 
And •▼•ry Hark intrigue was known to thee. 
The Gallic power trembled at thy nod, ^ 

Aua p.o -a r« „,in i;^ -Cflw^ringjjent to thee. 
In dire suspense the awe-struck~lVairOTrannoo«iy...__ 
Nor could predict where next would burst the storm. 

Lo ! as he points, our Castles float along, 
And British thunders roll from shore to shore 3 
The sooty tribes of Afric shrink appall'd, 
And China's crafty sons distrust their skill. 

In this great Legislator's hand, our flag, 
Like that fam'd wand into a seipcnt changed. 
As Hebrew sages sung in days of yore, • 
Made every other flag obsequious bow, 
And every Nation own'd or felt his power. 
But, while remotest lands through fear obey'd. 
His grateful Country serv'd with filial love. 
And every son of Albion shared his care. 

Nor did the British garden, blooming round 
Alone engage the heavenly laborer's toil 5 
With watchful eye he viewed those tender shoots. 
Whilom© transplanted to Columbia's soil ; 
Those tender lambs he gently led along, i 

And to their plaints still bent a parent's ear. 
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De&r, much loved offspring of this hajipy We, 

With us, sincere, ye mourn the common loss 5 

With us lament the Father and the Friend : 

But, while our bursting hearts deplore his flight 

Per^dious Bourbon ghastly grins his joy 3 

The Gallic Cock now feebly claps his wingjs 

And thinks tp hear the Lion roar no more. 

Base, treacherous, cringing, dastard slaves, beware i 

Although our Sun be set to rise no more, 

The moon and stars shall guide the Lion's paw 

To seize thee trembling in thy close retreat. 

Already mark ! he shakes his shaggymane, 

And growling rises from liis murky den j 

His eye-balls roll witli rage — they shoot forth flames 3 

He grinds his teeth^ and finds them solid still 3 

He tries his paws, and finds his talons strong. 

Our groans have rous'd him ; see, he sleeps no more 

But still the royal issue of this Isle, 

This highly favored regent of the main. 

Secure may stand, nor fear the Lion's rage. 

What though the Demons of this Land may striye 
To set the gen'rous Lion on her sons. 
The Lion shrinks — so ancient Bards declare— 
Nor will destroy the issue nobly born. 
But those perfidious, who would set him on, 
With gha?5tly looks, and souls appall'd by fear, 
Too late shall feel the horrors of despair.' 

But it is the Religionist we are solicitous to characterize; 
and although tlie sentiments of the preacher may be gath- 
ered from bis writings, yet, as this volume may come un- 
der the eye of some individuals, who may not possess the 
publication to which we have so often alluded, it may be 
proper, in this plac? to attempt a brief outline of the most 
prominent features in his creed. 

His full soul believed in one Great and indivisible First 
cause, or origin of all created beings; before this great 
First cause One Eternal now, was^ is, and vfill be everpres^ 
ent. Every thing which has past, in passing, or shall pass, 
was ordained in His eternal purpose, and actually passed in 
review before Him, ere ever the worlds were formed, or 
countless systems commenced their revolutions. 

The God of our Philanthropist was Omnipotent Om- 
nipresent ; and Omniscient; consequently he performed 
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all his will; was, is, aud will be, present through all 
space, through time and through eternity. In the piose* 
cution of His plans, myriads of angels, in their various or* 
ders, were by nis Omnipotent power commanded into being; 
these cherubim and seraphim, angels and archangels, sur- 
rounded the throne of the Most High, The morning stun 
sang together, and all the hosts of heaven rejoiced. 

But strange as it may appear to our finite understanding 
fell discord mth peacenlestroying influence, reared his hy- 
dra, his tremendous head. Various conjectures hover round 
this phenomenon. The origin of evil has exercised intel- 
lects the most profi>und and erudite; but he, who can de^ 
velop the arcana of the Almighty^ may claim equality witli 
his God. It should be our care not to attribute to Deity a 
mode of conduct irreconcileable with rectitude; and to keep 
close to that revelation, which he hath graciously vouch- 
safed to bestow upon us. 

The creation ot man succeeded the fall of the angelic na- 
ture. God said, — Let Us make man, &c. &c. Speaking 
in the plural, with an eye to the complexity of that charac- 
ter He had predetermined to assume, and, as we before oh* 
served, past, present, and future, constituted, the token of 
Deity, one complete whole; and thus were important oc- 
currences gai'bed in language, suited to the elevation of the 
Godhead. In process of time, this august Creator, was to 
be enrobed in humanity and become the son born; was to 
be exhibited as a bolt spirit of consolation, taking of the 
things of Jesus, and exhibiting them to tb? mind, thus speak- 
ing peace. Mr. Murray was at the same time a Unitari- 
an, and a Trinitarian, beholding, constantly beholding 
the trinity in the unity. Let us make man in our ima^e, 
after our own likeness, — Yea, verily, man may be consid- 
ered as' made in the image, and after the likeness of his 
Creator. The figure is striking; man is a triune being, 
body, soul, and spirit, yet no individual is' considered as 
three, but one man, the Trinity in Unity. The Almighty, 
clad in garments of flesh, became the Goo-Man, and, 
speaking of Himself as man, he says, my Father is greater 
than me; while, reverting to the divinity, he affirms, the 
Father and He are One,. Philip, have 1 been so long with 
thee, and dost thou say, sliow me the Father. ' He who 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.' Was this true,— 
or was Jesus Christ an impostor.'* In this view the 
scriptures are beautifully consistent. I am God the Sav- 
iour: a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me, 
7— This same evangelical prophet exultingly exclaims; Isaiah 
ix, 6: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, his 
name shalw be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty 
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Xxodj the everlasting Father, the Prince of. Peace. Such 
were the comprehensive views of Deity, which became 
more and more luminous to the mental eye of the preacher. 

He believed, that the creation of human beings made a 
part of the divine purpose^ in which sacred, uncontrollable, 
and irreversible purpose, the whole family of man were 
originally d.nd intimately united to their august Creator, in 
a manner mysterious, and as much beyond our limited 
conception^ as the Creator is superior to the creature whom 
He hath, formed. - ^ , 

Adam the first was a figure of Adam the second. Adam 
the first, the prototype; Adam the second, the substance of 
the prototype, the Creator of all Worlds, the Lord from 
Heaven* The sacred scriptures abound witl| figures of 
this mysterious, this ennobling, this soul-satisfying Unions 
among which, perhaps, none is more expressive than thai 
of the Head and Members constituting one body, of which 
Jesus Christ was the immaculate Head. Hence the pro- 
priety and necessity, of locating with a single eye to Jesus 
Christ. We are members of the body of Christ, who is the 
head of every man: Should a single member of this mysti- 
cal hoily be finally lost, the Redeemer must, through eter- 
nity, remain imperfect. 

A Law was given, to the complete obedience of which, 
everlasting life was annexed; but no individual member 
was ever able to fulfil tljis Law; it was only the head and 
irienibers: collectively in their glorious head, that was fur- 
nisiied v/ith abilities adequate to a performance of such vast 
iniignitude. Yea, veiily, we do indeed break the Divine 
Law, in thought, in word, and in deed, and the lip of truth 
declares, he who offends in one point is guilty of all. 

Why then was the commandment so exceeding broad ? 
To convince mankind of imbecility; and that the rectitude 
they had forfeited, could never, in their own individual cha- 
racters be regained. But the plan of Deity was without 
an error, the revolution of time ushered in the great Repre- 
jrentative, or more properly speaking, the Head of the body; 
and the forfeit was paid, full atonement was presented, the 
ransom given, and, in this hour of nature's jubilee, the 
prodigal family restored to their original possessor. 

To make this truth manifest was the great business of 
our promulgator. He was convinced, that only he, who 
believed, could be saved; and that he, who believed not, 
was indubitably damned. Hence he has frequently said, 
he did not believe in Universal salvation, because he saw the 
majority of mankind were not saved. But he was a firm 
believer in Universal Redemption; because that sacred 
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volume, which he steadfastly, and unwaveringly I eheved 
to be the word of God, assured him the price was paid, and 
the whole human family was redeemed. 

It was the neglecting* to distinguish between salvationnxid 
redemption, which so frequently drew upon the preacher 
the charge of prevarication, or, as it was termed by Mr. 

C , hiding. An article of intelligence may be an 

eitahlished fact ; it may most importantly affect us; but so 
long as the mind refuses to admit its authenticity, we are 
unaeniably subjected to all those agonizing appreheusions, 
whi**!! we should endure, if no such fact existed; and it was 
the salvation from these mental sufferings, which Mr. Mur- 
ray supposed consequent upon a preached Gospel; in other 
words, an exemption from those tortures, that conscious- 
ness of condemnation, which is most emphatically describ- 
ed, when it is said, He who believeth not, is, or shall be 
damned. 

Yet it is an established truth, that every believer was 
once an unbeliever; every believer, then, was once damned^ 
and it was only when he became a believer, that he wa« 
saved from those countless agonies, which erst times 
pierced him through with many sorrows. But he was re- 
deemed, the price was paid, ere ever he was called into ex- 
istence. Thus, in this view, redemption and salvation are 
distinct considerations. 

The preacher unhesitatingly believed, aW who learned of 
the Father would come to Jesus, and that all vvou]d finally 
be taught of Ood. He was a decided believer in the doc- 
trine of augels of light, and angels of darkness, of minister- 
ing spirits of light, and of demons stimulating to deeds of 
darkness. He looked forward to fi judgment to come, when 
countless numbers, among the children of men, would rise 
to the resurrection of damnation, and, ignorant of the gen- 
uine character of the Redeemer, would call upon the rocks 
and mountains to fall upon them, and hide them from the 
WRATH OP THE Lamb; and, believing himself a humble 
instrument in the hand of God, ordained by Him to the 
ministry of reconciliation, he was never so completely hap- 
py, as when declaring the gospel to be believed; and calling 
upon men every where, to receive the tflad tidings of salva- 
tion. He was persuaded that thos6, wno lied down in sor- 
row, would continue unhappy wanderers, until the opening 
of that book, in which every human being, every member 
of Christ was written ; yet he had no idea of any purgation 
for sin, save what was suffered by Christ Jesus, ivho, by 
Himself , purged our sins: Writing of Mr. Winchester to 
a friend, Mr. Murray thus expressed himself, ' Mr. Win- 
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Chester is full with Mr. Law, and of course preaches pur- 
gatorial satisfaction. According to these gentlemen, every 
• man must finally be his own Saviour ! If I must suffer as 
riiuch in my own person as will satisfy divine justice, how 
is, or how can Christ Jesus be, .my Saviour? If this pur- 
gatorial doctrine be true , the ministry of reconciliation, 
committed to the apostles mu^t be false; ^ to wit, Ood was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself not imputing 
unto them their trespasses.* In fact, I know no persons 
'further from Christianity, genuine Christianity, than such 
Universalists.' 

Mr Murray supposed the inquietude of unembodied, or 
departed spirits, a natural eflfect, derived from a cause. As 
unoelievers, they cannot see the things which belong to their 
peace; but he greatly rejoiced, that, however, at present en- 
veloped in darkness, there were, and are, things that did 
and do belong to their peace; that the day cometh, when 
whatsoever is hid shall be revealed; and, that at the period 
of the restitution of all things, the word, the oath of Jeho-^ 
Vah was pledgerl, that every eye should see, and every 
tongue confess. The preacher was persuaded that a few, 
even in the present dispensation, were elected out of the 
world, to embrace the truth, previous to their passing out 
of time. These judging themseFves, are, therefore, not to 
be judged : Saints of G-od, they shall surround the Redeemer 
at his second coming, or be caught up in the air to meet 
the God-Man; after which, the whole world shall be sum- 
moned at the imperial bar of the Sire'of angels and of men, 
the Creator of all worlds: That a separation will then take 
place; the Judge, the Redeemer will divide them, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats; will' separate 
every individual from that body of sin and death, of which 
Paul complained, being burdened; from that fallen spirit, 
which attaches to every individual in such sort as to the 
man among the tombs rendering it a truth, that he who 
sleepeth, apparently alone upon his bed, is, nevertheless, 
still connected with his tormentor, and will so continue, 
until this glorious day of separation^ and of restitution; 
when these two shall he separated, one from another, the 
one taken the other left. The fallen angels, figured by the 
goats, shall be ranged on the left hund, while the harassed 
human nature, redeemed by the God who created it, shall 
be found on the right hand of the Most Hioh Thus, after 
the world is judged, out of the things written in the books; 
after they are found guilty before God, and every mouth is 
stopped, the book of life shall be opened^ in which all the 
members of the Redeemer, every individual of the Human 
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Family, $hdU be found vfritten; and the ransomed of the 
Lord shall be declared denizens of that kingdom, where 
dwelleth felicity uninterrupted. 

Such were the leading sentiments of Our Uniysrsalist; 
and he was firmly of opinion, that the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, rightly understood, would teach men every where, to 
he careful of maintaining good works, to Ioyb one another, 
and In all things to regard the best interests of their 
Brother Man. 

Conversant with the preacher upwards of forty years, we 
never knew his testimony to vary, in the smallest degree. 
In joy and in sorrow, in health, in sickness, and in death, 
not a single cloud appeared to gather upon the countenance 
of his God, or to obstruct, so far as it referred to his pros- 
pects, beyond the grave, the clear sunshine of his sou]. 

If we except the Rev. John Tyler, Episcopalian minister 
in Norwich, Connecticut, and the Rev. Edward Mitchell 
in the city of New-York, we do not know that the senti- 
ments of any preacher of Universalism now upon this Con- 
tinent, are exactly in unison with the departed promulga- 
tor. But if they build upon the great foundation, we de- 
voutly wish them Gods speed; weU assured, that those 
who build upon this foundation—goZef, silt er, precious stone*, 
woody hay, stvbhlet — every man^s work shall he made mani- 
fest. For the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire; and thejire try every man's work, of what sort it is. 
ff'any man's work alnde which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burnt, 
he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved; yet so, as 
by fire, 

Mr Murray's last marriage was the result of a strong and 
holy friendship, founded upon the rock of ases; and, orig- 
inating in devout admiration of redeieming love, it is fer- 
vently hoped, and unwaveringly believed, that this union 
will be perfected in another A?«n a better World. 

One son, and ojie daughter, were the offspring of this 
niarriage. The son surrendered his innocent life in the 
birth; the daughter still survives, the prop, and consolation 
of her WIDOWED mother. 
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It affords us a high degp'ee of satisfaction to know 
that at this period in our history a lively and increasing 
interest is felt in the life and opinions of the distinguish- 
ed individual, who, by his faithfulness and zeal in a 
good cause, entitled himself to the appellation of the 
' father of Universalism ' in this country. We regard 
it as a favorable omen, that multitudes are at this time 
disposed to award him the meed of their approbation, 
and cherish a heartfelt respect for his name and vir- 
tues — to rescue his fair fame from the reproaches cast 
upon it by the opponents of the truth he promulgated, 
and bestow upon his doctrinal views that candid atten- 
tion which their importance demands. Seldom have 
men of the next generation understood the motives, 
appreciated the labors, or so fully shared the triumphs 
of a predecessor, engaged as he was in a conflict with 
errors at once venerable, and pernicious. 

We do not claim for the venerated Murray the credit 
of having invented a new system of religion; nor do 
we place him on a \ete\ with those who have gained a 
short lived notoriety by defending* creeds which they 
themselves had made. Neither should we feel justi- 
fied in awarding to him the honor of having discovered 
truths before unknown. Nor do those who find most 
in his talents and character to admire, feel over anxious 
to have him ranked with the greatest reformers that 
have ever lived. But we claim for him the honor of 
having been the friend, and to the full extent of his 
ability, the benefactor of mankind. It may be confi- 
dently affirmed, that his public and private labors were 
not less useful than those of many whose fame, or to 
speak more correctly, whose notoriety exceeds his own. 
The very genius and spirit of his religion forbid that 
posterity should add any thing to the humble, yet sig- 
nificant title, by which he chose to be distinguished—* 
thi^t of a ' Promulgator of glad tidings'. 

23 • 
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Compared with Calvin, Luther, Wesley, and othen 
who have at different periods risen into notice, and 
labored, industriously, and perhaps successfully, to 
uproot old errors, that new ones might be established in 
their stead, he may, at first, seem less deserving of our 
admiration and respect; but when we consider that his 
object was to disenthrall the mass of mind — to elevate 
the moral nature of our species— and to induce man- 
kind to seek for truth, rather than to be satisfied with 
their present^ attainments; — and when we consider that 
though he was reviled — ^persecuted — stoned — ^he did not 
return railing for railing — ^that his hands were not 
stained with blood, nor his lips polluted with cursings, 
we feel, deeply^, and gratefully, that when the mist of 
error and prejudice shall have been dispelled by the 
sun-light of truth and righteousness, it will be known, 
and every where confessed, that the first promulgator 
of yniversalism in this country, imitated, more closely 
than many other reformers, the examples of the great 
Master of christians, and that his memory may be as- 
sociated with all that is lovely and of good r^ort. 

His object was a benevolent one. He labored to 
bring the moral affections of mankind under the influ- 
ence of those high, sacred,^ and ennobline;' principles, 
which a kind heaven has disclosed in the plan of salva- 
tion by free and impartial grace; — ^to adorn this earthly 
paradise, not with the productions of another world, 
but with the indigenous fruits and flowers of this, — ^to 
water them with the dews of heaven, that the love of 
God, shed abroad in the hearts of mankind, might pro- 
duce righteousness and peace. And when we consider 
that the sentiments which he promulgated were entire- 
ly at variance with the religious views which had long 
Erevailed in this country, and that, by preaching them, 
e exposed himself to every kind of opposition, we are 
at a loss to account for that heroic fortitude which led 
him to go forward in the discharge of the duty impos- 
ed upon him, or the success which attended, And has 
followed his exertions, without admitting that he was 
directed and sustained by a particular providence. 

We need not apologize for introducing into this ap- 
pendix to the Life of Murray, the following beautiful 
and highly interesting extract from a discourse, deliv- 
ered on Nov. 4, 1832, at Norwich, N. Y. by Rev. A. B. 
Grosh, as it will give the reader a just idea of the 
fruits of Mr. Murray's exertions in the day of small 
things. 



^' From what trifling C]rcum9ta]ice0 ,do the greatest 
events seemingly take their rise ! What apparently 
chance-produced beginnings doea God choose as the 
causes of revolutions in states^ communities, and de- 
nominations t There are individual now living, who 
were old enough in 1770, dearly to remember now, 
events that then transpired. Suppose yourself such a 
one, and to have stood on the banks of the Delaware 
in September, of that year'--^what might you have seen f 
^ You might have beheld a European merchant vessel 
returning down the river from Philadelphia, whither it 
had sailed on a piece of false information — ^you might 
have seen the vessel, by another mistake, driven into 
Cranberry Inlet nearly wrecked — ^you might have be- 
held part of its loading transferred from the vessel to a 
sloop, and a sorrowing stranger placed as a guard over 
it — ^you might have seen the vessel sail out of the Inlet; 
but, by a sudden change of wind the sloop prevented 
from following. Destitute of provisions for himself 
and the liands under his command, the melancholy 
stranger might have been. seen going on shore to pur- 
chase some. He miffht have been Watched as, wan- 
dering in the noble &rest and resolving to bury him- 
self, and his talents, and his usefulness, in spine such 
retired spot, he came to a log house in that beautiful 
wild, and, directed by its inmates, pursued his way to 
another house in search of fish, a sample of which he 
had seen. There you might have beheld a tall man, 
rough and advanced in years, refuse to aelly but offering 
to bestow on the stranger as many of the finny heap be- 
fore them, as he wanted. Had you continued your ob- 
servations you might have witnessed and heard the 
friendly, vet earnest altercations which succeeded, and 
continued, at intervals, for several days, between this 
inhabitant of the New World, and the stranger, from 
the Old. You might have heard the aged resident in- 
sisting that the sorrowing stranger should preach to 
them on the following Sunday, and the latter as ear^ 
nestly declaring that he would depart for New York by 
the first fair wind* 

But the wind changed not. Sunday came, and found 
the sorrowing stranger still the guest of his hospitable 
friend, — and, reluctantly, indeed, he consented to deliver 
his message. Trembling and tearful you might have 
seen him delivering his gospel message to an auditory 
gathered out of the wilderness, in a house erected, as 
the host declared, expressly for him, and such as preach- 
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ed the same gospel — ^in a temple where never before 
had preacher promtilgated the same glad tidings. 

Suppose you had l^en there sixty two years ago, and 
heard that sermon— delivered in despite of so many 
opposing circumstances, resolves, and determinations- 
delivered in consequence of so many trifling, but unac- 
countable chance-occurrences, as some would call them 
— Yes; suppose you had heard that sermon, so full of 
love und benignity— overflowing your partial creed 
of mingled blessings and cursings with universal and 
impartial grace— ^-and th^t you had then gone ydur way 
in the levity of youth, and the forgetfulness of indifier- 
ence and prejudice. * • * * * 

Now change the scene. Suppose that now, after 
three score years have elapsed, yom were to journey 
over these States, scarcely remembering that early oc- 
currence of your life,^but observantly regardful of the 
changes which half a century has produced in the the- 
ological views, and religious feelings of the people of 
this new and rising empire* 

You could not but hear of Universalists as the fifth 
(if not the fourth) in order, in point of numbers, re- 
spectability and talent, among the denominations of 
the land. You would hear that, though persecuted, 
calumniated, and contemned, they were among the 
greatest reading people in the Union; having no less 
than nineteen or twenty periodicals, issuing every 
month at least one hundred thousand sheets to twenty 
Ave or thirty thousand subscribers, and among at least 
thrice that number of regular readers. You would 
find a Universalist Convention of the New-England 
states, attended by nearly fifty preachers and hundreds 
of lav delegates — ^that the States of Maine, Connecti- 
cut, J^ew York, Ojiio, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina 
had each their State Conventions — ^that in Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and other States, 
similar Conventions were being organized — ^that a 
United States' Convention was talked of, and measures 
commenced, for its formation — that Associations exist 
in North (Carolina, Indiana, and other States where 
conventions are not yet organized — ^that, in the United 
States, there are upwards of six hundred Universalist 
societies and congregations; more than one hundred 
meeting houses owned by them, or in part, and about 
three hundred preachers— that, in the southern and west- 
ern States the doctrine is extending its progress faster 
than preachers ean follow to proclaim and defend it, 
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while, in the..ea3tem %ad middle >St&tes, ministers, lay- 
. inen, and even whole societies, are embracing this cal- 
unmiated doctrine, and coming over tg its avowal and 
support. You would also find that this ' sect, which is 
everywhere spoken against,' is awaking to a just sense 
of its duty and importance, and is freeing itself from 
the fetters of dependence — ^has established two Semi- 
naries of learning; has devised, and is about progress- 
ing to completion with two others, and has taken a 
stand of disinterested lov.e to untrammelled science 
and knowledge, which must ultimately cause many a 
partial and bigotted institution to tremble under the 
power of reformation to the very centre, or to crumble 
to dust in the jarring conflict of their slavish measures 
with purified public opinion. 

Astonished, beyond measure, at the numbers, indus- 
try ,« talents, extent, influence, and rapid spread of a de- 
nomination whose very name, most probably, had never 
saluted your ear sixty years ago, you would seek to as- 
certain the origin of a people diflering so widely in 
sentiment from all others in the la^d, and increasing, 
so ri^pidly, in'despite of the united opposition of all the 
other denominations. What wrould be the increase of 
your wonder on being informed, that the sorrowing and 
solitude-seeking stranger, whom you beheld, in Sep- 
tember, 1770, (sixty two years ago,) driven into Cran- 
berry Inlet as by accident — whom you saw so providen- 
.tiallydetained there— whom you noticed straying, as by 
chance, to the hoapitable mansion of the rude, unletter- 
ed, but kind-hearted Potter — whom you heard with 
tears, prayers, and supplications, declining to exercise 
the functions of a preacner — whom you saw watching, 
with much anxiety, but in vain, for a change in the 
wind to carry him to New York before the coming Sun- 
day, and thus forever release him from appearing be- 
fore a congregation — whom you heard with much weak- 
jiess and trembling,^ break the bushed stillness of that 
ibrest-embowered meeting-house, by proclaiming the 
Gospel with demonstration and power,— 4hat lon^l^r^ 
^orroMvine stranger wa» JOHN MUKRAY — ^the Jlrst 

avowed Universalist preacher in the United States — 
and that sermon, you then heard, was the first Univer- 
salist sermon preached in America — and that meet- 
ing-house, built expressly by the pious and venerable 
Thomas Potter, for *one of God's own preachers,' is 
jljie first Universalist meetinff-house erected in the 
Americas by the bands of man !" 
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In view of the foregoing facts, all persons of ingenu 
ous minds will be disposed to give Mr. Murray a char- 
acter, and acc»rd to bim merits, wbicb sball entitle 
him to an elevated rank among those who, in different 
ages of the church, have entered the field of moral im- 
provement, and who, by their exertions, have secured 
the respect, and excited the admiration of their fellow 
men. Of the truth that he was sincere in the belief 
and maintenance of his peculiar opinions there can be 
no doubt — the best encomium that can be bestowed up- 
on his talents and character, is to be inferred from toe 
fact, that the first were universally admitted to be of 
a high order — sufiiciently so to entitle him to eminence 
in his profession, And that no charges have ever been 
preferred against him that remain unrefuted. And 
of this latter fact the denomination of which he was, 
under God, the founder, may justly be proud; since the 
novelty and unpopularity of his views exposed him to 
assaults from " those of the contrary part;" many no 
doubt feeling under solemn obligations to God, to as- 
sail his reputation, and disturb his repose in order to 
prevent his turning the world up-«ide down. Still, he 
did not " daub with untempered mortar," but advance<l 
sentiments, which, as foreseen by the more - intelligent 
among his enemies, were destined to overthrow the 
then popular divinity of the times, and estabtish a new 
systeir of faith, not upon the ruins of traditions at once 
Venerable and mischievous, but upon the broad, and 
indlstructible foundation of the Redeemer's love and 
grace. If, then, with so much to contend with^ he ac- 
complished his warfare and came out of the battle-field 
unscathed, we may safely claim for him a reputation 
far— very far above that of many others whose names 
and memories have been embalmed in the affections of 
their disciples. 

Here it may be well to remark, that Mr. Murray was 
a person distinguished by peculiar characteristics. His 
sensibility, as we learn from those who were his inti- 
mat« acqiiaintaoces, was uncommonly acute. Of him 
It may be justly saMi, that "he \vept Wlrh T.ho»f! whci wKpt, 
and rejoiced with those who rejoiced." His sympathies 
were easily excited. In conversation he was free, and 
remarkably interesting, frequently indulging in that in- 
nocent hilarity which made him a welcome guest 
wherever he went. In the discharge of his public du- 
ties, he was always animated, and not unfrequently in- 
describably interesting; at times apparently absorbed 



APP£KOIX« 375 

in coDtempiation upon the theme of his discourse, and 
overwhelmed with emotions excited by the glories of 
that grace which he proclaimed. Many anecdotes re- 
lated by his friends who survive him, and many inter- 
esting reminiscences of his life, might easily be col- 
lected; |}ut this appendix being designed for . more 
serious and important purposes, we pass them over in 
silence. 

Such being the character of the man; such his tal- 
ents; such bis eminent ministerial qualifications; and 
such the results of his labors, it becomes a ^quiestion of 
no little importance, How extensively his views have 
affected the theology of this age and country; and not. 
less interesting, to know in what respects th^y have in- 
fluenced the religious and moral concerns of mankind. . 

In regard to the extent to which the theology of this 
country has been affected by the promulgation of the 
distinguishing views of Mr. Murray, it may be proper 
to observe, that the change which has been wrought 
does not, as some seem to have imagined, consist in the 
conversion of here and there an individual; nbr in the 
gathering of societies in various parts of America; nor 
in the erection of churches, the issuing of periodical 
publications, nor in the establishment of schools and 
seminaries — ^it consists in none of these things exclusive- 
ly. His views have taken a far wider range, exerted an 
influence upon creeds and doctrines which yet retain 
many admirers, and have wrought many improvements 
which are as yet recognized but by a few, and acknowl- 
edged, as the fruits of his labors, by none, save those . 
who have openly avowed their attachment to his prin- 
ciples. True, the friends of liberal Christianity nave 
enough to gratify and encourage them, in the facts above 
mentioned^n what may be denominated the visible 
seals of his ministry and crowns of our rejoicing — but 
where, it may be triumphantly asked, where is the doc- 
trine that prevailed in this country fifty years ago, that 
has not been more or less affected by the sentiments 
which were advanced, and defended, by Mr. Murray ? . 

It is sufficiently well known, that a half century ago, 
Calvinism, rank and impure as it came from the hands 
of its author, was the prevailing doctrine of this coun- 
try. It was adapted to the stern and unenlightened na- 
tures of our puritan forefathers; it had been sanctified by 
the persecutions of its trans-Atlantic opponents; anci, 
as common in all new governments, it was, to all in- 



tents and purpos^H, united with the institutions ftnd lawi 
of the land. 

Few, perhaps, even among those who remain appa- 
rently firm, in their adherence to the orthodoxy of that 
period, are sensible of its grossness and ieibsun&ty; and 
yet, but here and there one can be found, who is willing 
to- undertake its defence. The damnation 6f infants 
was then believed, and preached^ as among the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel. The same may be said 
of the personality— perhaps we might safely add, the 
materiality and ubbiquity of the devil; of the locality 
of hell; of absolute election and reprobation; of the 
final perseverance of the saints, and many other con- 
comitants of an erroneous and antl^scriptural religion^ 
These dogmas, though still retained in creeds and arti- 
cles of faith, and never openly denounced by calvinis- 
tic churches, have been silently, and without reluctance, 
abandoned. 

The doctrines of the sects who have professed a pi- 
ous abhorrence of Calvinism, but still clung to the dog- 
ma of endless punishment, may be regarded as the off- 
spring of a desire (which has always existed in the 
hearts of christians) to shield the character of God 
from the hatred of his creatures, by finding an excuse 
for the creation of intelligent beings with a fixed pur- 
pose to render them forever miserable. The notion 
that some will be forever lost had become so firmly 
rooted in the minds of professors, was so congenial 
with the spiritual pride of their hearts, and conduced so 
directly to the aggrandisement of those entrusted with 
the guardianship of their moral interests, that it was 
next to impossible to eradicate it. To these circum- 
stances may be imputed the efibrts which were made to 
modify Calvinism, and the rapid spread of sentiments 
less repugnant to the feelings of mankind, but which 
recognize, in the grand result, the same unhappy doom 
of a portion of the human race. 

Let it now be inquired. What at first rendered it ap- 
])arent to the minds of the clergy, that these modifica- 
tions and improvements were necessary .? The answer 
is a plain one, and its correctness will hardly be ques- 
tioned. The promulgation of Universalism, the preach- 
inr of Heaven?s impartial ^ace, produced that effect. 
Those who were interested in these matters, were not 
long in being convinced, that, unless some method of 
exonerating God froni the charge Jof deliberate ci%elty, 



ia the produetion of mtllions pre-doomed to hopeless 
WFetchednesS) could be deyised, Uie people troald re- 
ject, with little ceremoDy, the whole scheme of partial 
grace. Hence the rapid spread and popularity of the 
views of the Methodists in tb^s country. The idea that 
the Almighty, in gathering up his jewels, would have 
regard to the works of mankind, seemed less repugnant 
to reason and revelation than the Calvinistic doctrine 
that some men and angels were chosen to enjoy eternal 
life, and oj:hers consigned to despair ' without the least 
foresight of fahh, good works, or any conditions per- 
formed by the creature,' and was consequently embrac- 
ed with great readiness. 

The same observations apply to many of the views 
advanced by the celebrated Dr. Hopkins. They Jiav- 
ing been engrafted on Calvinism, and intended to ren- 
der the doctrine of endless punishment less glaringly 
absurd, in the estimation of those who had formerly ad- 
hered to it, made considerable progress in the New 
England states, and has had the effect to soilen, in 
some measure, the hard features of puritanical theolo- 
gy. How far the mind of Dr. Hopkins himself may 
nave been wrought upon, by the sentiments of Mr. 
Murray, it is of course impossible to determine; but 
when we consider that they had not a little conversa- 
tion upon the subject, that Mr. Murray gained many 
converts in Newport, the place where Hopkins resided, 
aqd that he published his work eii titled " An Inq(uiry, 
concerning the future state of those who die in their 
sins," in 1783, about thirteen years after Mr. Murray 
commenced his labors in this country, and that hedirectr 
ed his arguments against Universalism and its advocates, 
particularly against Relley, — ^when all these things are 
taken into the account, it is impossible to resist the Cob- 
viction that Hopkins, while conteoiding against the 
views of Mr. MTurray, labored to render his own or- 
thodoxy less vulnerable, by divesting it of some of its 
more palpably odlo\is characteristics. He has b^en ac- 
cused, by the Calvinists, and no doubt justly, of having 
advanced sentiments favorable to Universa&sm.< — 
'Why,' demanded an opposer of his views — *why 
hsve not the Universalists, &c. multiplied within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Chtfrch as rapidly as they 
have in New England ?* * The afiswer which he 
would have inferred from subsequent femarks, is the 
same fits would be given by any candid pei^n — *heh 

* tfy'B Contrast, p. 257. 
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cause Hopkinsianism prevailed in New England^ ' and, 
though designed to render Caiyinism less odious, it en- 
couraged inquiry, and paved the way for its abandon- 
ment. 

The foregoing instances have been mentioned to show 
that the labors of Mr. Murray have been eminently 
conducive to the improvement which has taken place 
in the religious affairs of this country. That a great 
change has been wrought no one will deny; and that 
the reformation commenced at the time when Mr. 
Murray began to attract the attention of intelligent 
men oi all denominations, is now susceptible of conclu- 
sive proof. It is no more than is justly due to his nan^e 
and memory, to jsay, that he gave that impulse to the 
mass of mind, which has impelled it onward to freedom 
and liberality; and that the different sects whose creeds 
have been altered to suit the era of better feeling, are in- 
debted to him, as much as to any other individual, for 
the beneficial change which has been wrought in the 
doctrines they profess. 

It has been the singular fortune of Mr. Murray to 
have been claimed by two classes of Christians, both 
agreeing in the belief of the final salyation of all man- 
kind, but differiiipr in opinion respecting the duration 
of punishment. We are glad that it is so; for it argues 
that both parties are dUposed, now, while a recollec- 
tion of his virtues, and the lessons which fell from his 
lips, is fresh in many hearts, to render him the honor 
he earned by his faithfulness. StilL we are compelled 
to say that the influence of his name belongs exclusive- 
ly neither to the one, nor the other. His fame, be it 
more or less, is the property of the liberal portion of 
community. His doctrines affect the interests of all 
alike. He possessed a soul too much under the influ- 
ence of gospel principles, to bequeath his name, or the 
benefits of his labors, to any sect. 

It has been deemed important to compare the viiews 
of Mr. Murray with the sentiment^ maintained by his 
highly esteemed fellow-laborer, the pious and talented 
Winchester; and this may be done, to an extent suffi- 
cient to show that, in certain respects^ they disagreed, 
while, at the same time, they cherished feelings of pure 
regard for each other. But, in doing this we disclaim 
having any desire to render the comparison invidious, 
by throwing the influence of a name, however sincere 
ly venerated, into the scale against any sentiment how 
ever erroneous in the estimation of those who consider 
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^emsdyes entitled to the distinctive appellation of 
(Jniversalists. _ 

That neither party may consider him as exclusively 
their own, iiistfinces will first be mentioned in which 
the less important opinions which he maintained differ- 
ed from those of Universalists of the present time; 
and- then some notice will be taken of instances in 
which his views disagree with those of persons who 
|iave chosen to be distinguished from their brethren, by 
the appellation of Restorationists. 

^The following are among the instances in which he 
advanced sentiments which are- held but by few among 
those now denominated Universalists. We quote his 
own language. ' It is manifest that our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is both God and man. All fullness dwelleth in 
him. He wa» the God with us. The fulness of the 
God-head dwelling in him was the offended Being; the 
fullness of ^ur humanity in him was the offending na- 
ture. From the fulness of the God-head came the law 
by Moses; through the fullness of the humanity came 

frace and truth.' Letters and Sketches of Sermons, 
^ol. 1. p. 81. In this quotation two ideas are express- 
ed from which Universalists now very generally dissent. 
The doctrine of the incarnation of the whole God-head 
is pure Sabellianism. The advocates of that doctrine 
express their views as follows. , * The whole God-head 
was incarnated, so that God dwelt in the man Christ 
Jesus, as he formerly did, with a visible glory, in the 
Jewish temple.' * We need not multiply words to 
show, that Unitarian TJniversaUsm admits no idea of 
this kind. Nor is it now admitted, by Universalists 
generally, that man . possesses two natures; and their 
views necessarily conflict with many of Mr. Murray's 
interpretations of scripture, in which he fully express- 
ed and maintained, that human beings were thus con- 
• stituted.* • 

Again: His views of the nature of salvation differ 
essentially from those now entertained by Universal- 
ists. He held that all were ^condemned in the first 
Adam; and justified by the vicarious atonement of the 
second, Christ. This is evinced by the use he made of 
the following passages. Isa. liii. 4. and Jer. xxx- 
$3, with other similar texts. After quoting, in his let. 

* Those who are desirous of examining more minutely Mr. M.*8 
views upon this topic, will find them fully expressed in Letters and 
Sketches of Sermons, VoU I. pp. 45. 50. 49. 62, 8, 4. 85, 6. 88. 
06. 



ter to an afflSeted Lady, the words ' Behold tke wbM- 
wind of the Lord eoeth forth with funr^ a continmng 
whirlwind, it shall fall with pain upon ttae head of the 
wicked' — he adds, ' Either on Jesus Christ who wu 
made tin for iw, who is the hemd of every man% or, final- 
ly, on * that vfieked ' sjpoken of by the a|>ostle Paul. 
in his second epistle to the Thessalonians, ii.S. 'And 
then shall diat wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of his coming.' Again he says, 
Vol. 1. p. 44. * The soul that sinneth it shall die, saith 
the prophet, and this sin, when it was finished, brought 
forth death; and as there is no man who liveth, and 
sinneth not, so the sentence of death is passed upon all 
men; and as God declared be would by no means dear 
the guilty, this sentence has been fully ^ executed on 
every nian. When Jesus died for the ungodly , when be 
died for the sins of the world, when by the grace of 
God he tasted death for every man, then, sm being 
finUhed, brought forth death. Again be says, ilnd, p. 
45. 'Thus God, instead of clearing the guilty, exacted the 
uttermost fartbinj^; hence he is a just God, and a Sa- 
viour i hence he is just in justifying the ungodly; and 
hence, also, appears the justice of God, in the sufferings 
and death of him, who in himself, detached from the 
race of Adam, was pure and undefiled, perfectly xihleM. 
But, it should be remembered, Christ is \he head of 
every many the individuals of the lost nature constitute 
the aggregate of our Lord's mystical body, the compre 
hensive term union is the key by which we unlock this 
mystery, the head and members are united, and the in- 
iquity of the members is visited upon the Head. Yes,' 
he continues, ' he bore the sins of all those who went 
astray, and, thus standing in our place, it was just the 
effect should follow the cause, that death, the wages of 
sin, should faU on the transgressor.'* 

From the foregoing quotations it will be seen, that he 
held to a complete salvation fi-om punishment, through 
the merits of Christ, — an idea whidb has been very gen- 
erally abandoned by Universalists, as well as by many 
of other denominations, and superseded by the more 
rational and scriptural doctrine of salvation from sin 
through the medium of truth and grace as communicat- 
ed by our Lo'rd Jesus Christy Indeed it is well known, 
that the method by which he proved the final salvation 

* See alao Vol. 1. pp. 48, 60, 66, 88 & 9« where hie views on 
^his subject are more fully expressed, 



▲PPKNDIX. 381 

of all men, and hisintorpretations of scripture, differed, 
essentially, from those of the denomination generally. 
Still, between him and those who now profess the doc- 
trine of ' the final restitution ' in regard to the result 
of the gospel plan, there is no disagreement. He be- 
lieved in no future panishment beyond the ' great day 
of the Lord;, ' but held to the complete triumph of eter- 
nal goodness over sin, death, and hell, at, or immediate- 
ly succeeding a final judgment, which, according to him, 
would be a day of triumph for the Saviour, and un 
speakable joy to a ransomed workL 

Having said thus much of Mr. Murray's views, it 
may be proper to go still further, and exhibit his opin- 
ions relative to the future condition of those who die 
in a state of impenitence and unbelief. 

He did not believe that the wicked would be imme- 
diately at death, introduced into the enjoymei^s of the 
heavenly kingdom. His belief, dn relation to this sub- 
ject is thus expressed in his own language. ' He who 
dies in unbelief, lies down in sorrow, and will rise to 
the resurrection of damnation, or, more properly, con- 
demnation. Blessed are the people who know the 
joyful sound; it is they, and they only, that walk in the 
light of Ood's countenance. If this was not the case, 
T^ere would be the necessity of preaching the gospel 
at all } If, in the article of death, every one for whom 
Christ died were made acquainted with him, and con- 
sequently, with the things that made for their peace, 
wJiy trouble mankind, in life, about these matters f 
Why go forth as sheep amons wolves, suffering every- 
thing that the malice of blind zeal can inflict, in order 
to turn men from darkness to light, if the period to 
which we are all hastening, will efiectually open the 
eyes of the understanding? If death destroys all dis- 
tinctions,, would it not be well to say, 'Let us eat, 
drink, and be merry; for tp-morrow we die?' 'We 
are commanded to preach the gospel, and this is a suffi- 
cient reason why we should preach the gospel.' Very 
true; but why are we commanded to preach the gospel? 
Is it not« that faith may come by hearing, and that, liv- 
ing by faith on the Son of God, we may finish our 
course with joy? But, if every one of the ransomed 
race are to be equally happy in death, then, although 
they did not live by faith, they, nevertheless, finish 
their course with joy, nor shall any individual arise to 
the resurrection of condemnation* This may be con- 
solatory, but it is not scriptural. These Sectarians, 

24* 
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aware of this eivor, ■iq>port it bgr aaother, and, ^kem- 
lore, deny a fblittre jadffmeot. 

* BleBsed, saith the Uoly Sjpuit, are ^e dead^ who die 
in the Lord, they rest from their labours. But if all are 
alike in death, it may be said. Blessed are the dead^ 
who die in their sin, that is in unbelief, for they rest 
firom their labours; but this cannot be, since it is only 
those, who belieying the word of the gospel, put on the 
Lo-RD Jesus, and haying received him as their right 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption, so walk in 
him, that can be said to die in him. These, and these 
only, have part in the first resurrection, on whom the 
second death can hare no power. These, in the resur- 
rection, shall meet their Saviour with transport; they 
shall rise to the resurrection of salvation ; they shall 
come to Zion with songs; they shall rejoice, wlule the 
many ^ho are, nevertheless, redeemed, yet unac- 
quainted with the things, which make for their peace, 
and who rise in the second resurrection, shall be filled 
with anguish. It is from these, unhappy, despairing 
beings, that the Loan God will wipe away all tears; 
it is from these benighted beings, that the hand of 
divine benignity shall tike away the veil. Tho^e, who 
live and die in faith, shall have no tears to wipe away, 
no veil to remove. Tears, weeping, and wailing, will 
continue as long as unbelief, the procuring cause shall 
remain. These evils WiH be done away together, not 
in the article of death, but in the day of the Lord, 
when every eye shall see, and everjr tongue shall con- 
fess to the glory of the Father.^ — Ltfe and Sketches, 

At the day of judgment, as before observed, Mr. 
Murray supposed that all sin and misery would end. 
Men are not, according to his views, then to be sen- 
tenced to punishment for. their sins, but, as the inherit- 
ance of Christ, to be gathered together ^ in him, and 
made holy and happv. Unbelievers are then to awake 
to a knowledge of the truth; but this is to them the 
resurrection to condemnation, inasmuch as they are 
not, before death, prepared for happiness. But of the 
two classes he speaks as follows. 

'The believer is, in death, peculiarly happy; he is 
then made perfect in holiness, and doth immediately 
pass into glory. He leaves everything distressing be- 
nind, and enters into the glory of the Lord. Thus holy 
and thus blessed, he hath part in the first resurrection. 
The second death hath no power over him. He cometh 
not to the judgment; it is the world that will be judged. 



Tliese haTing j<i(^ed themselves, sfaail not be judged. 
These are not of the world, these were chosen out of 
the world. These rise to the resurrection of life; and 
instead of being judged, we are informed by an Apostle, 
that they shall judge angels. . 

The unbeliever is a wretched slave, first to the devil, 
secondly to sin, and thirdly to fear. Fear, we know, 
hath torment; — he is like the prodigal feeding on hujs^. 
Has he hope ^ It js the hope of the hypocrite, which 
will make him ashamed; it wiU be as the giving up of 
theehost. 

The unbeliever is miserable in life, and in death, not 
crediting the gospel of pod, our Saviour, which declar* 
eth that Jesiis died for him : death appeareth to him no 
shadow, it approacheth as a moat formidable substance: 
it is the king of terrors. Not having put on. the Lord 
Jesus, the unbeliever dies in his sins; and where Christ 
is, where is fullness of joy, he cannot come : %vhen he 
dies he lies down in sorrow, he leaves all his happiness 
behind him. Death and the grave, darkness and hell, 
receive him; and when the trumpet, destined to raise 
the dead, shall be sounded, he will rise to the resurrec- 
tion of damnation or condemnation: he will call upon 
the rocks and mountains to fall upon him, to hide him 
from the wrath of the Lamb. The books will be opened: 
he will be judged out of the things written in the books; 
ha will be condemned or damned, which words are 
synonymous. ^ £very man will be rewarded according 
to his works. To him who, by patient continuance in 
well doing, did the will of God, ^lory and honour; to 
him who was disobedient, tribulation and anguish. To 
the Jew first, and also to the Gentile. 

For the Lord shall be revealed from, heaven in fiam- 
ing fire, taking vengeance on them who know not God, 
and who obey not the gospel, who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. , Then shall he 
say, bring f(H*th these men who would not that I should 
reign over them, and slay them before me. Then shall 
a sword^roceed from the mouth of |iim that sitteth on 
the white horse, with which he shall slay the nations 
They shall be slain as Paul was slain when the conb> 
mandment slew him, and he died; every mouth shall 
be stopped, all the world shall be guilty before God, 
confessedly guilty. 

But, blessed be God, another book shall then be 
opened, and whosoever is found written in this book} 
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shall be saiyed from the power of the adversary. But 
who are written in this book? 

In thy book, saith the spirit, all iny meoabers are 
written, and the aggregate of the human family, make 
up the members of Christ's body. The Redeemer will 
then separate his redeemed, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep n'om the goats; placing the fallen angels, who 
have still stimulated the race of Adam to every evil, 
and prevented them from every good — ^placing these 
fallen angels, whose names are not written in the 
Lamb's book of life, upon his left hand, while those 
who have been distressed and harassed by their decep- 
tions, thus separated from every evil, shall be placed oq 
the right hand. 

And in a letter to a friend, he further says: — ' Ye6, 
all who are in their graves shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they who hear shall live. Yes, the 
prince of this world is judged, and the angels who kept 
not their first estate are reserved unto the judgment of 
the great day. The saints, the chosen few, tne elect, 
shall be in the judgment seat, judging the worlds. Know 
ye not that we shall judge angels, said an Apostle. 

The dead in Christ shall rise first. There are, among 
the children of men, but two characters: such who, 
according to the direction of the spirit, put on the Lord 
Jesus, and having lived by faith in him, finished their 
course with joy, and laying down in peace, rise to the 
resurrection of salvation; having judged themselves, 
they shall not be judged according to the word of the 
Redeemer, 'judge yourselves, and you shall not be 
judged.' These are the first fruits, the dead in Christ, 
who shall first risel 

The second description includes those who have not 
believed, because they have not known. They never 
conceived that Jesus died for their sins, and rose again 
for their justification; — ^tbey lay down with a damning 
consciousness of sin, and of course they must rise to the 
resurrection of damnation. Dsmmatiou, so the transla- 
tors will have it; they are extremely fond of this phrase; 
yet they know there is no such phrase in the New- 
Testament; but they think it sounds well,.more terrific. 
Sir, you knoW the word thus rendered, should be con- 
demnation; they shall rise to the resurrection of con- 
demnation; and, while continuing in ignorance and 
unbelief, they shall imagine the Lamb is possessed of 
wrath, and under this apprehension we repeat, they 
will call upon the mountams to fall upon them. 
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Bat, as I before obeier^««d, another book will be 
opcnedj the book of life; and the face df the coyerinir 
will be taken from all people, and the veil from afi 
nations, and every eye shall see, and every tongue con- 
fess; and every creature in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth, and in the sea, yea, all of them shall ascribe, 
Blessing, and glory, and honour, to him that sitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever. And 
there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, nor pain; 
all old things shall pass away, and all things shall 
become new. 'Then, indeed, shall the accuser of the 
brethren be cast out into hid proper element, darkness; 
then shall the tables be turned upon the adversary, and 
like Hainan, he must himself submit to the death he 
intended for Mordecai.' 

We conclude these extracts by one quotation from 
his hints, relative to forming a christian church. — 'Yes, 
the books shall be opened, and the dead, both small and 
great, shall be judged out of the things written in the 
books. Every mouth shall be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God; and while conscious 
of guilt, but ignorant of a Saviour, and that the Saviour 
is the only wise God who isjwt even as a Savior, they 
shall call upon the rocks and mountains to fall upon 
them, that they may, beneath the covert of the falling 
mountains, b« hidden from the wrath of the Lamb. 
But in this judgment, the Judge is the Savior. Here 
all judgment is committed unto Jesus, because he is 
the Son of man, the Son of the offending, suffering, 
affrighted nature. In that future day, upon which G^ 
hath appointed the judgment, it is the Prince and the 
Saviour who is appointed to judge the world in right? 
eousness, even that man whom the divine Nature 
ordained. Here, instead of head and members being 
judged together by the head of Christ, the divine 
Nature, the members are considered, in their distinct 
eharacters, as good and evil, or believer and unbeliever, 
as children of fight or children of darkness, and judged 
by their own head, for the head of every roan is Christ. 

Affain, The business of this judgment may be consid* 
efedf, in some sort, different from the former. That^ 
was to suffer the wages of sin; this, afler suffering the 
consequence of unbelief, which is the torment of fear, 
to stop every mouth, that the Lord alone may be 
exalted, and to bring every one into a state of willing 
obedience unto the gospel. In the former judgment, 
sin was put away from the lost pature, by the death QX 
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of the Saviour as the second Adam, bo that 
God may behold the once lost and polluted nature, as 
saved and pure in him. The last judgment is to bring 
each member into the same state in themselves. Onee 
more; as in the former judgment, the prince of this 
world,, who also is called the God of this world, was 
cast out, in the last judgment the whole of the aDgelic 
nature, who fell from their first habitation, and who are 
reserved in chains of darkness unto the judgment of 
this great day, will, in the character of goats placed od 
the left hand of the Shepherd of the sheep, be judged, 
and sent, as accursed, into the fire prepared for them. 
Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and destroy 
by the brightness of his coming.' 

Having given an epitome of Mr. Murray's views 
upon several important subjects, we are now prepared 
to enter somewhat particularly into a consideration of 
the light in which he viewed the sentiments of his dis- 
tinguished cotemporary, and fellow-laborer. Rev. Elba- 
nan Winchester, and to notice the tenderness of feelinff 
which the former cherished towards the latter, and 
which we trust was duly reciprocated. 

Mr. Winchester, like the first promulgator of glad 
tidings in this countrv, was a man possessed of extraor- 
dinary talents* and he adorned them by au «levated 
piety. These great and good men maintained opinions 
which were decidedly dissimilar Still it has often been 
said, and may be here repeated, that, unlike many 
cotemporary reformers, they entertained no feelings of 
enmity towards each other. 

Mr. Winchester became a convert to the doctrine of 
the final restitution, and avowed his change of opinion 
at Philadelphia, in the month of October, 1780. Mr 
Murray at that time resided at Gloucester, Mass. The 
conversion of one so deservedly popular as he seems to 
have been, could not but attract public attention. The 

Sadsome intelligence soon reached the ears of Mr. 
!urray, who expressed his feelings at the time as fol- 
lows. " My wish for a union of sentiment among those, 
especially teachers, who advocate the pure doctrine of 
God our Savior, is a predominating wish. I have 
been accused of assuming the dictator, but the truth is, 
it would give me inexpressible satisfaction to find, in 
every town on the continent, a preacher infinitely supe* 
rior to myself, both for matter and manner. I do not 
thjnjt I should be tortured by envy, God all-gracious, 
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increase the number of faithful, well-instructed labors 
ers, who may administer the truth in righteousness.' 
(^Letters and Sketches^ Vol. 3, j?. 111.) In acommuni- 
cation addressed to Mr. W., he says — 

' RiiviiREin) Sib, — Although personally unacquainted 
with you, yeryou will not be surprised at hearing from 
me, when you recollect a letter which you have recently 
written to a Mr. B. which has been handed to me, ana 
4n which I ami mentioned. 

The letter to which I advert contains many excellent, 
because divine truths; and it afforded me, in the read- 
ing, some heavenly sensations. It is so rare to find any 
person on earth speaking the language of heaven, that 
with every other charm, it possesses also the charm of 
novelty. 

Many months have elapsed since public fame brought 
to my ears the soul-reviving intelligence, that a certain 
gentleman who had breathed forth the spirit of Saul of 
tarsus, was now like the Apostle Paul preaching that 
faith which before he persecuted, boldly affirming that 
in the way the worshippers of antichrist called heresy, 
so worshipped he the God of his fathers. When I heard 
this report, I felt, I believe, much as people in general 
do when they hear the gospel. I thought it was too good 
to be true. I did not, at the moment, attend to ' the 
power of him who calleth whom he will out of dark- 
ness, and bringing them into his marvellous light; who 
sendeth them forth to publish his salvation to every 
".reature; to proclaim to every creature, that he died 
for their sins, and arose again for their justification. 

However, as public report is so little worthy of credit, 
I determined to suspend my judgment, well persuaded 
*:hat if you were indeed a genuine disciple of the true 
Christ, the deceived worshippers of antichrist would 
soon, by their manifold calumnies, sufficiently ascertain 
the fact; for he who said, Lo, I am with you always to 
the end of the world, said also. If ye be of me, the world 
will hate you, and they will thrust you out of the syna- 
gogye, saying all manner of evil of you, falsely, for my 
name sake. But. if it is given you on the behalf of 
Christ to believe, I trust it will be also given you cheer- 
fully to suffer for his name sake; nor will you sorrow 
as those without hope, for, blessed be God, our hope is 
fvU of immortality, and therefore it is a hope that maketh 
not ashamed. 

O, the distinffuishing ^race of God f To you it is 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but 



to others in parables. But light is pat into you, as we 
put a candle in a candlestick, that it may give li^htto 
all that are in the house. Mankind are even now m the 
house. In God we live, move, and have our being*, bat 
they knoto not where they are; if thou hadst Arnoun, 
says our Saviour, who it is that saith unrto thee, Gm 
me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of him^ and he 
would have given thee living water, &.c. &c. This is 
life eternal to know him, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent; and why? Because Jesus is 
the life of the world. 

Go on then, thou highly favoured of the Lord. I bid 
thee God speed. Go on and preach Jesus and the fes* 
urrection. Cry aloud, spare not; tell professors their 
transgressions; tell churchmen their sins, and show 
them that they, on whom the tower of Siloam fel], were 
not sinners worse than they; tell them that their works 
are evil. They will hate you for this; but remeihber 
him who hath said, They hated me before they hated 
you; and if they have done these things in the green 
tree, what shall they not do in the dry?' — [Let, 8f SkJ] 

Their subsequent introduction, and the commence-' 
ment of their personal acquaintance is described in Mr. 
Murray's journal as follows — ' I have a prospect of 
bein^ introduced to a clergyman of great eminence in 
the religious world. He was, i am told, a zealous and 
most inveterate persecutor, of those who professed to 
believe in the doctrines of the gospel, and was diligent- 
ly employed in searching the sacred records, to qualify 
himself to enter the lists as a disputant, should chance 
ever throw me in his way : but being a man of great in- 
tegrity, and remarkable for candor, much to the aston- 
ishment of his clerical brethren, the result of his in- 
vestigation, produced him a Universalist of the Chaun- 
cey school. 'Yet, this shade of difference I conceived 
would operate as an effectual bar to his intercourse, or 
religious communion with me. However, I have, as I 
said, some reason to expect an interview with this( same 
Mr. W^ , and my expectation originates in a conver- 
sation, of which, considering the event it may produce, 
I think proper to preserve the following minutes. 

* Q, Have you ever seen Mr. W ? 

Jif. No, Sir. 
, Q. I attend on his ministry. Sir; and but that he is 
too ill to go abroad, I am persuaded he would have 
waited upon you. * 

•^ I am told Mr. W^ is ill, Sir, and I veiy much 



A^^SNDkl. 389 

tegret his indisposition. I will thank you to present 
faim my respectful compliments. 

6, That I will, Sir, wjth a vast deal of pleasure. I 
shall be very happy indeed, Sir, to carry such a mes- 
sage frofn^ou to him. 

M. Well, Sir, I will make you more happy still. I 

will pray you to assure Mr. W of my heart's best 

affection, not as a compliment, but with such unfeigned 
sincerity, as one servant of the Redeemer ought to cher- 
ish toward another. 

G. Well, sir, I am exceedingly pleased to be the 
bearer of such a message. 

And thus, as I presume, the way is opened for my 
Introduction to this zealous, benevolent, and most un- 
common man.' 

He further remarks — ' I dined yesterday, agreeably to 
promise; many gentlemen were present. But, *by the 
life of Pharaoh, they were all spies.' However, I 
treated them as spies in general are treated, when they 
are not hanged, I gave them something to carry away 
with them. 

My message has been delivered to Mr. W-^ , with 

which he expressed himself exceedingly pleased. He 
would have met the party collected, had he been 
able;. and he expressed a strong desire to see and con- 
verse with me. If requested, I shall certainly visit him. 

I have been, by invitation, to visit Mr. W — ; he 
seems tottering on the verge of another world. I have 
been edilied by his remarks; and although I am not 
united with him in sentiment, in every particular, yet 
we join issue in one glorious and fundamental truth, the 
final restoration of the whole posterity of Adam; and on 
this ground I hail him as my friend and brother. Our 
interview has been extremely affecting ; he clasped me 
with ardor to his bosom, and dropped such tears, as 
friends are wont to shed, upon meeting each other, after 
a long and painful separation. I anticipate both pleas** 
ure and profit, from associating with this gentleman.-^^ 
[Letters ^ Sketches,"] 

The kindness of Mr Murray's feelings towards Mr. 
Winchester is clearly evinced in the following: — 

« Pray, Sir, said an inquirer to me yesterday, pray. Sir, 
did you ever hear Mr. W preach ? 

Murray, No, Sir. 

Inquirer, I understand he is turned quite about. 

'Jtf. Yes, Sir. 

Inq He has frequently, preached in this place. 

35 
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Jtf . So I am told. 

Jnjf. He was a very violent adversary to the tratL 

j£ So I have heard. 

htq. But be has out-stripped you now, for he preaches 
the salvation of DeviU, as well as men. ^ 

Jfef . So I understand. 

Inq, But, is.tfaere not as much danger in goin^ beyond, 
as in conung short, of divine revelation ? 

M. I rather think not, Sir. Truth, and nothing but 
truth, is, no doubt, greatly to be desired. Yet, it 
appears to me, there is more to be said in favor of him, 
who views the mercy of God as boundless, and thus, as 
a consequence, embraceth every intelligent being; I 
say, such a person deserves more credit, than that indi- 
vidual, whose narrow soul, wholly unacquainted with 
the immensity of divine love, limits the Holy One of 
Israel, to a small number of the human race. Yet, Sir, 
I confess to you, that as the Redeemer passed by the 
nature of angels, and took not upon him their character, 
but the nature and character of humanity, I am willing 
to pass them by also; I conceive I am not called to 
preach to the fallen angels, nor do I aim at being wise 
above what is written. 

Inq. But Mr. W insists upon the restitution of 

all things i is not the restitution of aU ^Aing-^ a scripture 
doctrine? surely, what is written in scripture, is a scrip- 
ture doctrine. ^ 

M, The restitution of all things is undoubtedl^i; a 
scripture doctrine, and I am far from objecting to the 
will of God, if he should choose to mak& the ci'ooked 
straight, as well as the rough places smooth. Yet, as I 
said, I do not conceive I am sent to preach to Devils. 
One thing, however, I know; that if God should show 
favor to the deceiver, there can be no doubt of his 
showing favor to the deceived; and although the scrip- 
tures may not, in my view, appear to teach the doctrine 
of salvation, to fallen, angelic sinners, yet, another ser- 
vant of my great Master, under the direction of the 
same spirit, may be permitted to fathom more deeply 
those waters of the sanctuary. 

Inq, Why, I think, you must allow that all things are 
possiole w:ith God. * 

M. Surely; and I acknowledge it to be an incontro- 
vertible fact, that we know not the extent of his power, 
OP of his grace; and wherever I find a person p^-eaching 
Christ Jesus, as the Saviour of the world, he shall have 
my heart, ^nd my hand, nor will I quarrel with him. 



A»»EKBIX. 9^1 

because he thinks too. highly of the ^aee of our Lord 
•)esus Christ. 

Inq, Do you know if it be true tha^ Iffr. W— is a 
preacher of purgatory ? 

^ Jtf. I really do not know what are his views of an 
intermediate state, as I have an account of this particu- 
lar, only irom his enemies. It is said of me, that I take 
n purgatory into my calculations; but my ideas are 
wholly confined to the baptism of Christ, where our 
God as a consuming fire hath purified the whole of his 
inheritance; a knowledge of this fact, purj^eth the eon- 
science of the individual who receiveth it from dead 
works, to serve the living God; and when this knowl- 
edge is universally communicated, then shall the ri^t^ 
eons shine^ forth, as the sun, in the kingdom of the 
Father. The views of Mr. W— are, perhaps, simi- 
lar to mine; at any rate, there are, from the same spirit, 
diversity of gifts: and it is proper that we shbuld cher- 
ish toward each other a spirit of liberality. *-[Lel. ^ 8.] 

In a letter to a friend in England^ he says—' I be- 
lieve Mr. W. to be a verv sincere man, and a very 
warm hearted ChitsCian. 1 think him in an error — I 
think his plan cannot be supported upon christian ^inci- 
ples; but he believes it can. I have labored to convince 
him of his error, well persuaded that he would aban- 
don any principle which he could be convinced was 
wrong. But when Iliear our divine Master upbraidinc 
hii^ immediate disciples, with their harchiesB of hear! 
and unbelief, and yet loving them with an everlastina 
love; when I learn that he hath compassion on the ig- 
norant, and upon those who are out of the way, I am 
ashamed of the reserves which I experience toward 
tho.se who differ from me in sentiment.' 

' Since I last wrote to you,' he said in a letter to 
Rev. Noah Parker of Portsmouth N. H. < I have 
seen and conversed with the Rev. Mr. Winches- 
ter. I admire him much; his conduct and expressions 
evince one of the best hearts I have known. I have con- 
ceived a very strong affection for him, and to the con- 
fusion of the enemies of the gospel of God our Savior, 
a very large number of respectable hearers have seen 
him and your friend enter the pulpit together. Mr. 

W i- sang, and addressed the throne of grace, and, by 

his request, I preached. A greater part of his congre- 

fition are enemies to me, because, m their |adgment, 
do not sufiiciently expatiate upon inward holiness; for, 
Although they call tbemiselves Universalists, yet Cfhriet 
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is not sufficient for tbem; bat I hare preached to their 
preacher in prirate, and I have the satisfaction to pro- 
nounce, that he receives the grace of God with avidity. 
^'(Letters and Sketches, Vol. ^ p. 112, IIS.) 

The following is a Sermon by Mr. Murray, delivered 
before the first meeting of the general convention of 
Universalists, convened at Oxford, Mass. September, 
1785. The * beloved friend,' to whose exposition of the 
gospel he alluded, was Mr. Winchester. 

* Our beloved friend, and very dear brother, having 
given you a clear view of the gospel, has referred to me 
the consideration of the apostolic affirmation — 'But 
though we, or an angel Jrom heaven preach unto you any 
other gospel, than that tohich we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed,^ Suppose, for example, vre who 
have now preached that you are redeemed from the 
curse of the law, in consequence of Jesus being made a 
curse for you; that you wno, being unrighteous, could 
in such a character have no iiriieritance in thiikt kioffdoro, 
which the unrighteous cannot inherit, are now heirs, 
joint heirs with Christ, according to promise, in the 
fulfilment of that prophecy,* ' The name whereby he 
shaU be called is the Lord our righteousness;' that we 
who have sinned, and on whom, as sinners, the sentence 
had passed — * The soul that sinneth shall die;' shall 
live and not die, not in consequence of making void the 
law, but in conFcquence of Jesus dyins for us, and that 
in such a way, that his death was, in the eye of infinite 
truth and justice, considered our death; so that con- 
strained by the love of God, we judge that if one died 
for all, then all are dead; and that the jtut, thus dying 
fbr the unjust, was to bring them to God, and that being 
thus brought to God, he hath accepted us in the Belov- 
ed; and that we are complete in him;, and that^he just 
God, who hath accepted us in our head, will in no wise 
cast us out; and that he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness not by 
themselves; the apostle would not dare to judge himseli 
by himself, but by that man whom he hath ordained, 
not only to be the judge of quick and dead, but also to 
be a Prince and a Savior; -to give repentance to the 
impenitent, and remission of sins to the offender.- That 
your transgressions are blotted out, and your iniquities 
pardoned. That when we all like sheep had gone astray, 
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tirery one to his own way, the Lord laid upon the He^ 
deemer the iniquities of us all, and that havingf sutfered 
for our sins, and put them away by the sacrifice of him<* 
self, Qod is now a reconciled Qod, not imputing unto 
the world their trespasses; having made the humanity 
of Christ sin for us, that we may be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. 

* Suppose, I say, that we who have thus, by the grace 
of God, authorised by divine authority, preached this 
true, this everlasting gospel, should, through the muta- 
bility of pur naturerand that dreadful prop^isity in our 
evil hearts to turn aside as a broken bow, irom the mark 
of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus-Hsuppose 
we should preach unto youanother gospel, assuring you 
that your oion obedience to the righteous law must 
exempt you^ from the curse denounced against law- 
breakers, or you would never be exempted; that you 
must be distinguished from the rest of mankind, who 
are unrighteous, by a change wrought In yourselves, so 
that you may be So fully convinced you are not like 
other men, that you may be able in the presence of God, 
to thank him for hh discriminating grace, or you never 
can have any legal or just claim to an inheritance in the 
kingdom of God, and of Christ-— that sinners not thus 
changed, and made righteous, must assuredly die the 
death, and. the unjust assuredly suffer in their own per- 
sons, for their own sins, before they can be brought to 
God; and that should they approach him previous to 
this change, he will assuredly cast them out into the fire 

Srepared for the devil and his angels — For that although 
esu9 died for sinners, yet his death in the sight of 
infinite justice was not the death of the sinner, and that 
the sentence passed on the sinner is still in full force; 
the soul that smneth shall die — That we are not accepted 
in the beloved, nor complete in him; and that therefore 
the just God hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteou^ess, by that righteous 
law which condemns the offender to everlasting perdi- 
tion, and sets the obedient free — That on that day the 
sinners of mankind will find that their transgressions 
are not pardoned; that their iniquities were not blotted 
out; that they were not laid upon Jesus; or if they 
were, that he did not put them away; that he performed 
no more than was performed by the sacrifices under the 
Moeaie dispensation; putting them away and yet leav« 
ing the people still in guilt, and under condemnation: 
and that, consequently, God m not, cannot be reeaneiied 

' 25* 
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unto the i0orld; nor ever will be until they are first rec- 
onciled unto him; that be really does still impute unto 
them their trespasses; and that although it may in some 
sense be true that Jesus was made sin for them^ yet we 
cannot think that sinners, black with crimes in them- 
sehes, can be made the righteousness of Grod in him. 

< If, I say, we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach a gospel so different from that already declared 
to you, let him be accursed. Let him be considered in 
the same point of view, with respect ta the gospel, that 
the Jews considered the ignorant Gentiles with respect 
to the law — ^let those who Know not the law be accursed. 

' But. should it be asked how, with ^hat propriety, 
can the preaching you thus describe, be termed gospel;* 
since gospel is literally glad tidings, or food news^ 
We answer. The apostle did not consider this testimony 
gospel; his sentiments were the reverse of this testi* 
mony; he only speaks of it as the first believers, who 
being zealous for the law, spake of the soul-perverting 
doctrine they preached. They called their preaching 
gospel-preaching; and for the purpose of making it ap- 
pear in some sort consistent with the name, they 
declared unto the people fflad tidings; that in conse'^ 
quence of the descent of Jesus Christ upon this our 
globe, we may now be iaved, and it is entirely Our own 
fault if we be not; that we have not the same law, in 
all its fulness to obey that the Jews bad; that many of 
the ceremonies are taken out of the way; that God now 
only requires tu to keep his commandments, to do jus^ 
tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God; and 
should we, through the imbecility of our nature, err 
from the path of rectitude, we being able to appeal to 
God, that it was not willingly or by design, the Media- 
tor will, in such circumstances, intercede for us; and 
on our repentance and reformation, we shall be taken 
into favour. Thus, although the law be indeed broken, 
and your souls have sinned, yet to such favorites we 
bring glad tidings; you shall not die, nor suffer the curse 
of a broken law. 

What although the unrighteous cannot inherit eternal 
life, yet behold we bring unto you glad tidings: you 
may be righteous if you will; for Jesus came into the 
world to show you, by his bright example, what you 
must do if you would be righteous; which but for his 
appearance you never could have known; and not only 
so, but if you will only see, and be in love, with this 
divine pattern, and do all in your power to imitate him. 
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whoever you find yourself through human weakness^ 
unable to attain to his likeness, he will, if you continu- 
ally call upon him, help you; nay, he will work in you 
to will and to do; behold therefore we bring you glad 
tidings; you will have all the reward and commenda- 
tion, as if you had by your own inherent strength, 
wrought out your own salvation. 

Thus, if by close attention to the rules laid down in 
the precepts of the law, and the example of Jesus Christ 
you attain to righteousness, you shall not be condemned 
with sinners; but when God shall say to them. Depart 
ye cursed into everlasting fire, he shall say to you. 
Come ye blessed of my Father; while to the sinner he 
says. Thou wicked servant, thou shouldst have pat my 
money to usury, he will say to you who have kept his 
comniaitdments, Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, ent^r thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

But as this does not seem glad tidings to every erea^ 
ture^ we would say to the unjust^ who must suffer for 
their sins, that their sufferings shall finally bring them 
to God; that when they have suffered as much as the 
justice of God can demand, so that on scrutinizing the 
account, it will appear that the sinner has paid the ut- 
termost farthing ; then they shall come forth from the 
deep dungeon, where by the grace of Jesus Christ they 
have been enabled to suffer so much, and give glory to 
him, who by suffering so much in his own person, ren- 
dered it possible for them to obtain salvation by their 
own deeds and sufferings. 

Thus shall all finally be happy; although not all pre- 
cisely in the same way. Some shall attain endless 
felicity by obedience to the law, and others by suffering 
the pains and penalties annexed to the breach of the 
law. What then becomes of the finished redemption 
wrought out by the Redeemer of nien ? Yet it is easy 
to prove that this testimony is gospel; but it must be 
confessed that there is as much difference between the 
two gospels, as between heaven above and earth be- 
neath; and such who are under the influence of the 
spirit of this world, merely of the earth, earthy, will 
undoubtedly prefer the latter gospel; while such who 
are under the influence of his spirit who says, I am 
from above; my kingdom is not of this world; and who 
consequently see their treasure in heaven, and nothing 
which merits the name of durable riches and righteous* 
ness any where else; so that they can with truth say, 
when they ask whom have \ in heaven but thee ? there 
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U nothing on earth I . desire beside thee. Persons of 
this description will give the preference to Paul's go»* 
pel: and continuing under the influence of that spirit 
which taketh of the things of Jesus, and showeth them 
unto the soul, they will assuredly follow the apostolic 
direction in all things, delighting to imitate his exam- 
ple, and determining to know nothing save Christ Jesus, 
and him crucified. ' God forbid,' they exclaim, < God 
forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by-whom the world is crucified unto 
us, and we unto the world.' Yea, doubtless, and they 
count all things but loss for the ezc^lency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus their Lord, for whom they would 
gladly suffer the loss of all thiols. They desire, ear-, 
nestly desire, to be found in the Redeemer, not having 
their own righteousness which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christy the righteousness 
which is of God by faith. They believe it to be life 
eternal to know Ood and Jestu ChrUt tdkom he hatit 
aent. They listen to the voice of the Lord, who saith, 
Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, nor the rich man in 
his riches. But let him that clorieth, glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me; that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment and right- 
eousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. 

The believers of Paul's gospel, uniformly consider 
themselves as complete in Christ Jesus; they know that 
the Redeemer alone hath colleoted the materials; that 
he alone will build the temple; bringing forth the head- 
stone thereof with shoutings crying, ' Uraee, grace wUo 
it.'-^Lettera, ^c. ii. 118—122. 

From the foregoing extracts it will be seen that Mr. 
Murray was conscious of the fact, that Mr. Winches- 
ter's opinions difiered from his own in many respects, 
and in relation to points of doctrine concerning which 
he was tenacious. Still, he manifested, and doubtless 
felt, a pure friendship for Mr. W. personally, and ap- 
preciated his highly useful labors— estimating them, and 
the sentiments tauglit by him, by their tendency to aug- 
ment the sum of human happiness. The conduct of 
these great and ^ood men may be commended to aU, as 
worthy of imitation, and especially to the serious con- 
sideration of such as profess to have embraced the doc-, 
trines wh^ch they inculcated. 



The following ingenious arrangement of scriptare 
passages^may be interesting to the reader, and it is sub- 
joined as an evidence of Mr. Murray's confidence in 
the views which he so zealously promulgated. 

ALL THE SACRED WRITEAS UNIVERSALISTS. 

I have no doctrine, but the doctrine taught by €rod 
the Savior. I reject every doctrine, which the mouth 
of the Lord hath not spoken. The apostolic churches 
were formed by professors of the doctrine of universal 
redemption. Jesus Christ, and his apostles, preached 
and defended this doctrine. All the writers of Revela- 
tion were strong in the faithful belief of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation; so saith the Apostle Peter, when 
speaking of the world's Redi^emer. ' The heavens 
must receive him, until the restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets, since the world began.' How much is 
Contained in this single testimony of the Apostle. Yes, 
indeed, God blessed Abraham, and said, in thee shall all 
nations of the earth be blessed. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, believed God, and were 
therefore JJmversaHata. And the Lord said, I have 
pardoned according to thy word. But as truly as I live, 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of. the Lord. 
Numbers xiv. 30, 31. Moses believed God, and was 
thercifore a Univeraalist. 

All the eUds of the world shall remember, and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall 
worship before thee, for the kingdom is tlyB Lord's. 
All they that go down to the dust shall bow before him. 
Psalm xxii. 37, 3&, 3d. < Let the people praise thee, O 
God, let all the people praise thee.' 

/ AH nations shall call him blessed, and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory, amen, and amen.' Psalm 
Ixxii. 8, 17, 19. 

'All nations whom thou hast made, shall eome and 
worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy 
name.' Psalm Ixxxvi. 9. ^ 

< My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and 
let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.' 
Psalm cxliv. 31. ' 

Thus it appears that the Royal Prophet was a strong 
Univeraaliat 

« They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 



amuntsiii; for thm euth ahaU be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.' Isaiah xi. 9. 
* And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people, a feast of fat things. And he will 
destroy, in this mountain, the face of the covering cast 
over all people; the veil that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death in victory. And the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the 
rebuke of his people will he take from off all the earth, 
for the mouth of tne Lord hath spoken it.^ xxx. 6, 8. 

All this, no doubt, Isaiah fully believed, fiiaiah, 
therefore, was a Umversalut, 

' Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the 
house of Israel, and to the house of Judah.' See also 
Jer. xxxi. 91, 34. 

Jeremiah, in full assurance that Gt>d would perform 
what he promised, was unquestionaUy a Universalist, 

* When thy sister Sodom ^d her daughters shall re- 
turn to their former estate, and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters shall return to their former estale, Then thou aud 
thy daughters shall return to thy former estate.' £ze- 
kiel xvi. ^5. 

Sodom and her daughters were those who Buffered 
the eeMg'eanee ofetemM fire* But the prophet Ezekiel, 
being a Universdlietj was persuaded they would not he 
etemtdtg Buffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

' Pharaoh shall see them, and be comforted ov^ all 
his multitude; even Pharaoh and all his army slain by 
the sword, saith the Lord.' Ezekiel xxxii. 31. 

' Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you 
shall be clean from all your filthiness, and from all your 
idols will I cleanse you. Then the heathen that are 
Hfi round about you, shall know that I the Lord build 
the ruined places,' Ezekiel xxxvi. aS, 36. 

Thus we see Ezekiel, in declaring the salvation of 
Jew and Heathen, was a Umver«a/tsli 

^ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sin, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness.' 
Daniel ix. S4. Surely Daniel was a very strong t/fii- 
verBiHut. 

' Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea shore that cannot be measured or 
numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them, ye are not my people, 



tliere it dbaU be said unto tlMin, ye are tire sods of the 
liiiriiig XSod.' Hosea 4. 10. * And I will sow her unto 
me in the eartk, and I will have mer<^ on her that had 
Bot obtained mercy, and I will say to them which were 
not my people, thou art my people, and they shall say, 
thou art my God.' Uoseaii. &. Was not Hosea a 
UnhersaUst? 

'And it shall come to pass afterwards, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh,* &c. Joel ii. 98. 
' For I will cleanse their bloodj that I have not cleansed.' 
Joel iii. 21. - 

' In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, 
that is fallen, and. close up the breaches thereof, that 
they may possess the remnant of all Edom, and of the 
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the Lord, 
that doeth this.' Amos ix. 11, 13. 

' And Saviors shall 'Come upon Mount Zion, to judge 
the mount of Esau,<and the kingdom shall be the Lord^.' 
Ofoadiah 31. 

' And he shall judge amone many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off, and tney shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into prun'ing-hooks. 
Nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit 
every man under his rine,' aud uader bia fig-tree, and 
none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it." Micah, iv. 3, 4. .' He will turn again, 
he will have compassion upon us, he will subdue all our 
iniquities, and thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths 
of the*sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and 
the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our 
fathers, from the days of old.' Micah vii. 19, 20. Thus 
it is plain, the prophets were all Universalists, 

But the angels of God are also Universalists. Let 
us listen to. these messengers of heaven, while addressing 
the wondering shepherds of Judea. ' And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not, behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; and 
suddenly there was with the ansel a multitude' of, the 
heavenly host, praising God^ and saying, Giory be to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
towards men.' Luke ii. 10, 14. 

The devout Simeon was a Universaliat. « For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation whiph thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.' % Luke ii. 30, 
81, 32. 
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But, that we may ascertain what all the erangelisil 
and all the apostles were, in one yiew, let us hear the 
sentiments of our Savior himself, upon this subject 
< For I have given unto them the words which thmt 

favest me, and they have received them.' John xrii. 
. < For I have not spoken of myself, but the Father 
which sent me; he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak, and I know that 
this commandment is life everlasting. Whatsoever I 
speak, therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I 
speak.' John xii. 49, 50. See also ver. 32. 

Let us now attend to the ministry committed to the 
apostle. ' God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing unto them their trespasses.' 
2 Corinthians v. 19. 'And h^ shall send Jesus Ghriflt, 
who before was preached unto you, whom the heavens 
must receive, until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets, ever since the world begail.' Acts iii. 31. 
It IS plain, from these testimonies, and many more 
which might be adduced, that the doctrine of Universal- 
ism is the doctrine of God our Saviour; and while the 
UniverBali$t$ can produce so many illustrious vouchers, 
they never can be discomfited, or even embarrassed.- 
Letters, ^e. ii. 433—495 
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IIR. MUSSAT'si ACCOUNT OF HIS VISIT TO TH£ PLACB 
WHERE HE FIRST LANDED, AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS 
BELOVED FRIEND AND PATRON, THOMAS POTTER. 

.-^jyiy ride to this place has been very disagreeable, 
the keat so intense and the sand so deep, and no hospit- 
able friend P in view— dear, honored friend, the 

first patron with which I was blessed in thisnew world, 
how indulgent wert thou to me, — with how much 
benevolence didst thou cherish me, when a stranger in 
thy mansion, and how didst thou labor for my advance- 
ment. 

* Many aged persons, who w6re in the habit of attendr. 
ing my labors^ have visited me. They express^ ' 
honest sensibility in a variety of ways; but all are 
joyed to See rhe; they are solicitous to pour inti? my 
ear the story of their accumulated sufferings; they im- 
agine they shall reap pleasure from commiseration; yet 
what, alas! can helpless pity do.? There is, however, 
much pleasure in communicating our sorrows to asyiki- 
pathizing frietid. 

* I am now in the house that once belonged tQ the 
venerable P rj to my friend P— -. I am not how- 
ever an occupant of the same apartment which he fitted 
up for my use, ai)d directed me t6 consider as my oWn; 
that apartment, and the greater part o^ the house, i^ 
devoted to those who loved not Kim, and k^ew hot me. 
Alas ! what is this world ! how often We thus e:iceliairii. 
thus ask, bbcause we imiigine it ^ not whall it; should 
be; were it uhdbr our direction it woiikFbe better man- 
a^d; but it is not nor ever will be— One ^ih^ iif certain, 
on life there is little or no dependence — ^Thisdidarman, 
tbw American 'man of Rostr,' was suddetity' snatched 
froin the scenes of time, deprived his^'ntl^ of readon, 
ftild lira fevr hovttfi of Me. ^ Ilf^iotlt p^N>u'<f selehce 
never taxrgfht to' sfl*^.^ But W was A' ^m^ 6f the fitst 
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quality, and notwithstandinff the crust, wbicb from hk 
birth enfolded him, yet by the rubs he suffered frmn the 
pebbles among which he was jplaced, this crust was bo 
far broken, as to emit, upon almost every occasion, the 
native splendor of his intellect. Had this man in early 
life received the culture of nature's hand-maid, what a 
luminous figure he would have made ! But the God of 
nature had stamped upon his soul tUe image of himself, 
unbounded benevolence. 

' I reached this place yesterday evening, the sun was 
judt setting and as I passed through the well-known 
fields, and saw them rich and flourishing in alt the pride 
of nature. I felt an irrational kind of anger glow atmy 
heart, that those fields should look so exceeding gay, 
. when their master had taken an everlasting leave of 
every terrestrial scene. The depression upon my 
spirits, as 1 reached the house, was indescribable; I 
beheld one, and another, whose faces I had never before 
seen. An ugly mastiff growled at me as I passed; and 
this is the first time, said I, that I was ever growled at, 
in this place, by any of thy kind; but he was soon 
silenced by a lad, who was brought up by my friend. 
* Lord bless me — Is not this Mr. Murray? ' Why, Matt, 
do you remember me? * Remember you, Sir=— remem- 
bgr Mr. Murray — ^yes, indeed. Sir.' This dog does 
not. Matt. ! / But he would if he had lived in master's 
time; but he is a stranger.' They are all strangers, 
Matt., are ,they not? < Indeed they are all, but my 
mistress and myself.' And where is your mistress, 
Matt. ? ' I will call her. Sir.' No, my good lad, not 
yet; what have you for my horse? ' Nothing but grass.' 

Nothing at Mr. P 's but grass ? ' Ah ! sir, it is not 

now the house of Mr. P .' True, true, true. Leave 

me, my good Jad, leave me. 

* I walked round the house, entered every avenue, 
looked at my garden; it was made for me; the trees, 
the flowering shrubs have run wild, and the whole sur- 
face of the spot is cov^ed with weeds. This pleased 
me: just so I would have it. 

This is .the tree planted by my own hand; how flour- 
ishing ! But where is the other, planted directly Oppo- 
site at the same mc^ment, by my friend? alas! like its 
planter, dead ! On this very spot I first saw the phi- 
lanthropist—Can you assist me, Sir? *Yes, Sir. On 
what terms.?' 'I receive no payment. Sir. He who 
gave to me did not charge me any thing; you are wel- 
come at the prico.' — ^Here* our acquaintance com- 
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menced— but it is ended, at least in the present stale. 
I shall see him no more on this side eternity. On this 
seat "Vve satj and there the tear of transport rolled down 
his furrowed cheek, when we conversed upon that re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus. Under that oak 
w^e have frequently sat, contemplating the shadow from 
the heat, the hiding place from the storm. At yonder 
gate he bid me farewell, and wiped his venerable eye; 
at yonder gate I turned, he waved his hand, ' God Al- 
mighty bless you; you will come again; forget not your 
friends, your ancient friend.' If I do, said my heart, 
may my right hand forget its cunning. But 1 forgot 
thee, good old man, too long I forgot thee ! and now 
that I am at last returned, thoU art not here to bid me, 
in the politest, that is in the sincerest manner, wel- ' 
come. 

•Mrs. P approached; she lifted up her hands^ 

and eyes in speechless anguish, seated herself, changed 
color — ^no matter — ^the worst is past. I have visited the 
meeting-house reared by his hand for the worship of 
1ms God. It is embosomed in a grove of stately oaks, 
all trinamed and in beautiful order — under this shade 
reposeth the man, by whom the house was raised, b^ 
whom the grove was planted. I beheld his grave; it 
was not a marble, a hard marble that informed me 
whose dust lay there, it was a feeling mechanic, who, 
having experienced much kindness from the deceased, 
wept when he told me that spot contained the dead. 

1 carefully examined the grave, to spe if any weeds 

grew there. — No, no, they had no business there. I 
could not pluck a noxious nettle from his grave: there 
grew upon it a few wild flowers, emblematic of the 
mind that once inbabited this insetisate clay. At the 
foot of the grave stands the most majestic and flourish- 
ing of all the oaks which surround' the grave; it was 
once on the point of falling a sacrifice to the axe-man, 
but my friend solicited for its continuance, pronouncing 
that it would flourish when he should sleep beside it; 
and having thus rescued it, added my informant, he 
has since paid it particular attention, which is the rea- 
son of its so far sur|)assing the other trees. 

« Peace, peace to thy spirit, thou friendly, feeling, 
faithful, man; thy dust is laid up to rest, near the house 
thou didst build for God, but thy spirit rests toith Qod 
fn the house built by him for thee, and though our dust 
may not meet again, our spirits will meet and rejoice 
together, in those regions of blessedness, where pain 
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can find no entrance, where death can no mare usurp 
dominion, where no tear o( sorrow shall ever dkn ike ^ 
joy-briffhtened eye, for we shall part no more forever. V 
I said there was no nettle on this grave: one thing, ^j 
however, was very remarkable; a gourd had crept ^' 
along until it came to, and spread over his grave, mix- 
ing its foliage with the sweet-«cented jflowers that grew 
thereon. 

' Never was place better calculated for melancholy 
musing thao this spot, so thick the grove around; the 
little neat grave-yard at the end, the shutters of the 
house for public worship all closed up, the lonely situ- 
ation in vi tins the birds^ their music serves to meiloir 
the scene; all, all, is most trtUy for solemn meditation 
fit. 

' Bv the following article in the will of my deceased 
fViend, this house of worship becomes my property. 

*^ The house built by me for the worship of God, it is 
my will that God be worshipped in it etill, and for this 

Surpose I will that my ever dear friend, Mr. John 
[urray, preache;: of the gospel shaJl possess it, having 
the sole direction, disposal and management of siid 
house, and one ^crfi of land upon which it staads, and 
by which it is surrounded." 

* In this house of WiOrship I have once more preached. 
It is full two years s^nce divine service has been per- 
formed there. I selected for my subject, 1 Corinthians 
tI. 20; ' For ye ure bought with a price : therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's.' — [Letters and Sketches, vol. 1. pp. 334 — 340.] 

In closing the discourse delivered on tnat solemn and 
most deeply interesting occasion, Mr. Murray paid the 
following tribute to the memory of his eariy friend, 
whose place of ryepose could be seen from the desk 
where he then stood, and where he firist dispensed the 
word of life, on his arrival iu this country. 

* Through yonder open casement, I behold the grave 
of a man, Che recollection of whom swells^ my heart 
with gratitude, ;^d jfills my eyes with tears. There 
sleeps the sacred dust of Jbim who well understood the 
advantages resulting from the public worship^ of the 
true God. Th«re rests the ashes of him who gioriiied 
God in his body, and in his spirit, Which he well knew 
•were the Lord's. JHe believed he was bought with a 

Erice, and therefore he declared that all he was, and 
ad, were righteously due to the God who had created, 
and purchased l^ wit^i a price, aH price beyond. 
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Tti6r« rests the precious dust of the friend of strangers, 
whoso hospitable- doors wer6 ever open to the destitute, 
und him who had none to relieve his sufferings. I 
myself .was once thrown on these shores a desolate 
stranger, this Christian man brought me to his habita- 
tion. God, (said he,) hathi blessed me, he has given 
I tie more than a competency, and he has given me a 
heart to devote myself and all that I have, to him. I 
have built a place for his name and worship; I would, 
continued the faithful man, erect this temple myself, 
with what God had given me. My neighbors would 
have lent their aid, but I refused assistance from any 
one. I would myself build the house, that God might' 
be worshipped without contention, without interrup- 
tion, that he might be worshipped by all whom he should 
vouchsafe to send. 

' This elegant house, my friends, the first friends who 
hailed my arrival in thid country, this elegant house, 
with its adjoining grove, is yours. The faithful found- 
er bequeathed it to me, that . none of you may be 
deprived -of it. His dust reposes close to this menu 
ment of his piety; he showed you by his life, what it 
was to glorify God in body and spirit; and he has lejft 
you this house that you may assemble here together, 
listen to the voice, and unite to chant the praises of 
the God who created, who has bought you with a price, 
and who will preserve you. 

' Dear faithful man, when last I stood in this place, 
he was present among the assembly of the people. I 
marked his glistening eye; it always glistened at the 
emphatic name of Jesus. — Even now I behold in imag- 
ination his venerable countenance; benignity is seated 
on his brow, his mind is apparently open and confiding; 
tranquility reposeth upon his features, and the express- 
ion of each varying emotion evinceth that faith which 
is the parent of enduring peace, of that peace which 
passeth understanding. 

' Let us, my friends, imitate his philanthropy, hi;« 
piety, his charity. I may never again meet you, until 
we unite to swell the loud hallelujahs before the throne 
of God. But to hear of your faith,^o/ your persever- 
ance, qf your brotherly love, of your works oi charity, 
will heighten my enjoyments, and soothe my sorrows, 
even to the verge of my mortal pilgrimage. Accept my 
prayers in your behalf, and let us unite to supplicate 
our common God and Father, for the mighty blessing 
of his protection.' — [Letters and Sketehet^ vol. 1. p. 841. J 
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PARTICULARS IN BELATION TO MR. POTTER Ttfl . 

• CHURCH ERECTED BT HIM^ &C. 

It has been already intimated that Mr. Murray seems 
to have been sustained and directed by a particular prov- 
idence. The truth of the account which he has left us of 
his reception by the warm-hearted Potter, has been, by 
aome, deemed improbable ; but those who have taken 
pains to make themselves acquainted with the facts con- 
nected with his history in relation to the events of that 
period, have found conclusive proof of the correctness 
of the text. Since the visit of Murray to Potter^s 
meeting house, noticed above, no minister of» our de- 
nomination had visited the hallowed spot, until October, 
1832. At that time, Rev. Abel C. Thomas, of Philadel- 
phia, visited Good Luck, and preached in the pulpit 
where Murray first lifted up his voice as a herald of 
the cross, on the shores of America. The following 
account of his visit to that place cannot fail to interest 
the reader. In allusion to the facts mentioned in chap. 
V. of this edition, Mr. Thomas observes — 

" Were all these circumstances the result of chancer 
No. The confidence of Potter that the vessel he saw 
enter the Inlet contained the minister of whose coming, 
in due season, he had not the shadow of a doubt — his 
solemn conviction that Muri'ay was the man, and that 
the wind would not change until the message from God 
was delivered — these things, considered in connexion 
with the result, firmly persuade me that the directing 
hand of Divine Providence is visible in the \y hole train 
of events. Let others believe differently, if they can— 
I cannot. 

' Murray returned to the hospitable abode of bis Ari^gnd 
and patron, and preached for a considerable time. In 
the conscientious discharge of his ministerial functions, 
he occasionally visited the regions round about ; until, 
at length, he settled at Boston. 

* In Murray's 'Letters and Sketches of Sermons,' 
Vol, i. Letter 11,. we have a very touching accouptof 
the preacher's last visit, after several years absence, to 
the neighborhood in which he first proclaimed the good 
tidings of salvation in this country. His friend and the 
friend of humanity had departed to the land of the liv- 
ing on high. His memory will ever be dear to every 
Universalist who has heard of his virtues ; and children 
for generations to come, will be taught to lisp with 



ADDENDA. 807 

ffratkude and reverence the name of the venerable 
friend of God. 

' I ha4 long felt a desire to visit the region where 
events transpired of so much interest to every believer 
in the doctrine of universal grace — ^but did not find op- 
portunity for so doing until . recently. I have just re^ 
turned — and f)urpose presenting a brief account of my 
visit, believing it will be found not wholly unworthy of 
attefntion, and that it may afford some satisfaction to 
the elder contemporaries of Murray in particular, and 
to our denomination in general. 

* Cranberry Inlet was situated about 60 miles East of 
Philadelphia. I say loas — for it was entirely filled up 
with sand many years ago, and the beach is now as 
high at that place as at any other in the vicinity, though 
not so wide. 

' I vtsited the house in which Potter lived and died. — 
It is situated less than half a mile east of Good Luck. 
An addition has been built to it, and the appearance of 
the whole exterior is changed, but the interior remains 
as it was in the days of Potter. It is a plain, substan- 
tial, building. I have been invited to make it my home 
when next I visit the neighborhood. 

' The meeting-house stands in the edge of a beautiful 
wood. The exterior presents an aged appearance, but 
the interior, constructed of the best cedar, manifests no 
signs of decay. The ' lafge square pew,' (of which 
Murray speaks) long occupied by Potter and his family, 
was removed about a year ago, and plain benches sub- 
stituted. The .pulpit has been somewhat cut down at 
either end. In other respects the building remains in 
its original state. It was left by will to John Murray, 
for the use of all denominations. By the mismanage- 
ment'of the executor, it became necessary to sell apart 
of the estate, to pay certain demands against it^ — of the 
injustice of which, however, the heirs entertained no 
doubt. In disposing of the property contiguous to Good 
Luck, no reservation of the meeting-house was made 
in the deed. It was subsequently purchased by the 
Methodist society, who have it now in possession. — 
Should they hereafter evince an exclusive spirit in re- 
lation to its occupancy, their title may justly be called 
in question. 

* Thomas Potter died nearly fifty years ago. His 
grave, at the east end of the meeting-house, was pointed 
out to me by one of the oldest inhabitants in the neigh- 
borhood. Owing to inattention and the sandy nainre 
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of the soil, it was long ago levelled with the adjacent 
ground. It was enclosed soon aAer his burial — but the 
fence was broken down some twenty years ago — ^and 
two posts and a rail, very much decayed, are all that 
remain. The oak of which Murray speaks, ('Sketch- 
es,' vol. i. p. 336^ no longer exists. I have obtained 
permission to remclose the grave, and erect a tomb- 
stone to his memory. 

< On Sunday morning, 7th inst. I stood in the desk 
where Murray first lifted up his voice in this country aa 
a herald of the cross. I will not attempt a description 
of my feelings on that occasion. They may be imag- 
ined — they cannot be described. In imagination, I saw 
the joy-glistening eye of the venerable Potter^ and 
heard the words of salvation flowing from the, lips of 
the man of God. I fancied the darkness «f the pastiu 
contrast with the- br^htness of the 'pre$ent ; and, by 
the eye of faith, I beheld Murray and Potter smiling in 
regions of glory on the prosperity of the divine testi- 
mony in which they believed and rejoiced. My heart 
was melted in gratitude and love ; and I felt a fervent 
desire that He in whose strength the weak are m^de 
strong, would ever be with me in the ministrations of 
the word, inspire my soul with an ever-growing zeal in 
the cause of my Master, aud make of. me an humble 
lustrumobt in spreading the knowledge of salvation in 
the name of the once crucified and glorified Redeemer. 

' I felt freedom to select as the subject of my discourse, 
the langus^ge recorded in Isaiah lii : 7 — •' How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of good^ that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion. 
thy God reign eth.' 

' I found a/etp^ndividualsin that neighborhood, (as 
also at Tarns River, 8 miles north, where I delivered 
two discourses,) wha had listened, in their youth, to 
the preaching of Murray — and who, I have reason to 
believe, have long cherished in their souls, < the faith 
once delivered to the saints.' The people, generally 
speaking, yielded devout attention to the sentiments ad- 
vanced, and many received the word gladly. 

• I'must not forget to mention, that several aged per- 
sons with whom I conversed, remembered having 
heard the circumstances related by Murray in his 
* Life' — but time was rapidly defacing the impression. 

< I am particularly desirous that something should be 
done for the building up of Zion in the neighborhood 
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of potter's Meetings-house. If what Murray planted 
be duly watered, the increase will not be withnolden. 
Should nothing farther transpire to prevent than is now 
foreseen, it is expected a Universalist Conference will 
be held in that vicinity next spring or summer — of 
which due notice wiH be given.* 

In accordance with the intimation given in the last 
paragraph of the preceding extract, a Universalist 
Conference w^s bown in Potter's INJeeting-House, May 
15, 1833. Present, .Brothers Thomas, Andrews, Saw- 
yer, Hillyer, and Moore — and an equal number of lay- 
mefi. Richard Norton, of Hi^htstown, N. J. was 
chosen Moderator, and A. C. Thoj^as, of Philadelphia, 
Clerk. As the principal object of the conference was, 
to effect, if possible, a renovation of gospel faith in that 
part of the Lord's heritage, little bu^ness was laid be- 
fore the coutmH. Some difficulty having been experi- 
enced in obtaining the use of the meeting-house, -the 
brethren proposed to purchase of the niethodist society, 
who now hold the property, a right to occupy it one 
day in each and every year. And although the Metho- 
dist brethren were not then prepared to meet the prop- 
osition, it js hoped that such an arrangement will yet 
be effected.* There is a erowing Interest manifested 
in that neighborhood, in lavor of the doctrine of uni- 
versal, efficient graces and it is believed that the Trus- 
tees tff the meeting-hotfte, (though opposed td-^univer- 
salism,) will not long feel disposed to refuse the. use of 
it to those wJjQ rejoice^ as did Potter«and Murray, in 
tJbi,e salivation of the whole family of man. 

The coijgrega.tion's assembled to attend public wor- 
ship, were not large, but devout attention was given to 
the testimony delivered. Four sermons were preached. 

* It was thought best to attempt purchasing the right referred 
to — ^notwithstanding it is believed that there is no legal authority to 
prevent the .occupancy of the house by any denomination of Christ^ 
lans. 
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A tomb-fitone, proTided by A. C. Thomas,' was erect- 
ed in memory of Thomas Potter. The foUowinf is the 
inscription: 

In Memorj 

OF 

THOMAS POTTER, 

The 
Friend and Patron 

OF 

JOHN MURRAY, 

An early Advocate of. Universalism 

rn Anierica. 



<^ Have we not all one Father9 " 



Erected May 15, 1833. 

After the toml>stone was erected, and the grave sod- 
ded, an address was delivered by Br. Thomas, and the 
following hymnj composed for the occdsion wwas 
sung: — *- 

To Thee, O God, we humbly bow — 
The halo of thy trhth unveil; 

And give us all to feel that Thou 
In Gospel grace will here prevail. 

O may our hearts in union feel * 
The quick'ning of the mystic dove; 

Be nerved our souls with holy zeal 
To spread abroad ImmanuePs love: 

And tho' in silence rest the bones 
Of Potter, 'neath this verdant sod, 

O may we hear the spirit tones 

Of Murray's friend, the friend of God! 
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Like him, may we fore'er confide 
« In Thee and in Thy boundless grace^ 
Believing Thou wijt e'er provide 
All needed good for all our race. 

Around, before Thy truth, we see 

Rebellion, sin and error fall; 
And joy that Thou at last wilt be 

Acknowledged and adored by all. 

An arrangement was made with the present proprie- 
tor of the patriarch's old mansion, to have a suitable 
paling erected around the grave of Potter; and after re* 
solving that another conference should be holden at the 
same place, at such time as should be appointed by the 
Clerk, the Council adjourned. 

The following is an extract from the circular letter 
of the conference : 

^ Dearly Beloved Brethren — ^We have been on a mis- 
sion of love and gratitude. A little band of those who 
have felt that they had been ' blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham ' have assembled jn the ancient house of our Fa- 
thers, and there *took sweet counsel together' con- 
cerning the good things of God. We have convened 
around the grave' of the venerated Potter and dropped 
a tear of grateful remembrance on the sgot where his 
ashes have reposed for liear half a century. We have 
united in prayer and praise in the temple where in'this 
land was first proclaimed by the sainted Murray, the 
everlasting Gospel of the blessed God, the * Savior 
of all men.? And we have there lifted up our voices 
and endeavored to show forth the boundless Love and 
unchangeable Truth of God, and the ^unsearchable 
riches of his Grace,* in his holy purpose, as revealed 
in the covenant of promise, to bless all the nations, 
kindreds and families of the earth. 

' This to us has indeed been a season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. Wcf have found our 
feelings chastened and our hearts made better by our 
communion in faith, with the spirits of the \renerated 
Dead, who < walked to that house of God in company,' 
more than sixty years ago. We have felt it m our 
hearts to ' praise and magnify the great and holy 
name ' of our God, that we were permitted to convene 
in council within the very sacred walls, where 

* Armed with the sword of Jesse's youthful ton 
Engaged with ardor in the freedom won 
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By Christ, the anointed Lord of earth aod bfeai^, 
Did Murray boldly tell the boon that*e given.' 

* And we would do injustice to our -feelings were we 
to omit declaring unto you ^hat we have here seen and 
heard, and inviting our brethren from the East and 
from the West, from the North and froai the South to 
unite with us in an annual pilgrimage to this sacred 
spot — ^this ' Holy Land ' — ^in order that we may all 
receive a little of the God-like spirit of Benevolence 
which warmed the soul of that man of God and friend 
of man — ^Thomas Pottek. 

UNITING COxMPACT OF THE FIRST UNlVERBALIST SOCIETY 
IN OL.ODCESTER, UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF MS. 
MURRAY. 

As the first Universalist Society in America was 
organized in Gloucester, Mass., the uniting compact 
becomes a matter of historical interest. We give the 
instrument entire, which will be found characterized 
by a truly catholic spirit. 

'New England: State of Massachusetts, January 
1st, 1779. - 

' Inasmuch as it hath pleased God, of his great mer- 
cy, in every age of the world to choose a people for 
himself, giving them his fear and revealing to them his 
secret; and as this Great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
the Father of ouf Lord Jesus Christ, hath been pleased 
to reveal unto babes, what he has hid from the wise 
and prudent; We^ the subscribers, greatly affected 
with a sense of the Divine Goodness in thus distin- 
guishing us, w^o had nothing in us to merit his notice, 
think it our interest and bounden duty to ' let our light 
shine before men, that they may see our good works, 
and glorify our Father which is in Heaveii.' As there- 
fore It hath pleased God to make us acquainted with 
the voice of the good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, we cannot 
from henceforth follow the voice of a stranger; nor ever 
give attention to such as are unacquainted with the 
Savior of the world. But though we cannot have 
fellowship with them whose fellowship is not with the 
Futher and with the Son Jesus Christ, yet we are de- 
termined, ly the grace ofGijl, never to forsake the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is: but as a church of Christ, meet togeth'Ot' in his 
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name,, being persuaded wherever or whenever two or 
three are thus met together, the invisible God will be 
present with them. 

< As Ghnstians, we acknowledge no Master but 
Christ Jesus) and as Disciples of this Divine Master 
we profess to follow no guide in spiritual matte^s^ but 
his word and his spirit. As dwellers in the world, 
though not of it> we hold ourselves bound to yield obe« 
tlience to every ordinance of men, for God's sak«; and 
we' will be peaceable and obedient subjects to the pow- 
ers that are ordained of God in atl civil eases ^ but as 
«iubjeots of that King whose kingdom is not of this 
world, we cannot ackno^vledge the right of any human 
authority to make laws for the regulating of our con- 
sciences in any 'spiritual matter. 

' Thus as a true Independent Church of Christ, look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and ^nisher of our faith. We 
mutually agree to walk together in Christian Fellow- 
ship, building up each other in our most Holy Faith, 
rejoicing in tne liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and determining by his grace no more to be entan- 
gled by any yoke of bondage. As disciples of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, we resolve, as far as in us lleth, to 
live peaceaMy with all men; yet as believers, living 
godly in Christ Jesus, we expect to suffer as mu^h per- 
secution as the laws of the country we live in will 
admit of. But we resolve, by the grace of God, none 
of these things shall move us to act inconsistent with 
our characters as Christians. We will, as much as 
possible, avoid vain jangling and unnecessary disputa- 
tion; and should we be reviled, endeavor in patience to 
possess our souls. 

' As an Independent Church- of ChrJ^st, thiis bOQtid 
together with the cords of love, and meeting together 
in his name, — ^We mutually agree to receive &s our 
minister, that is, our servant sent to labor anioiigst us 
in the Work of the Gospel, by the great Lord of the 
vineyard, our friend and christian brother, John Mur- 
ray: This we do from a full conviction, that th<e ^me 
God that sent the first preachers of Christ Jesus, sent 
him; and that the same gospel they preached, we have 
fl*om tioie to time received from him) thus believing 
him a minister of the New Testament, oongtantly de- 
claring the whole counsel of God,'proclaiiillD[g the sam'ft 
divine truth that all God's holy prophets from the be- 
ginning, of thd world bath tledaFed', we cordiatly rfe^elve 
&m asa mesosngier'froRi Qod^ aBd> asit hai^ pldAfewd 

8' 



314 AHLILSOA 

God to open a great and effectual door for th^ pi^acluiiy 
his i^ospel, by this fats servant, in some parts of this 

Beat continent, whenever it shall please his and our 
ivine Master to call hiin to preach the everlastiiig 
S«pel elsewhere, we wish him God speed, and pray 
at the good will of Him who was seen -in the bush} 
may accompany him and make his way clear unto him 
But should ne at any time preach any other gospel than 
that which the Apostles proclaimed, we will not wish 
him God speed, but consider him as a false teacher j 
and whereas, the great Lord of the harvest has taught 
us to pray that he would be pleased to send forth labor 
ers into his harvest, and as he never taught us to piay 
doubting, but has assured us that every one that ask- 
eth receiveth, and whosoever se^ke.th findeth; and as 
the promise of the divine presence is, to any two or 
three that meet together in the Savior's name, we are 
resolved, by Ged*s grace^ whethec we ftre blessed with 
the public preaching of the word or not; as often as we 
find convenient to meet together, to supplicate the Di- 
vine favor; to praise our redeeming God; to hear his 
most holy word, and freely to conununicate whatever 
God shall please to manifest unto us, for our mutual 
edificatioo. And that we may more efiectually show 
forth his praises, who hath called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, we resolve tA pay a seriv^ 
regard .to his expostulations, Admonitions and instrti6> 
tions given to us by the spirit of Ood$ in the Epistles 
dictated to our Holy Apostles. We will, as far as in 
us lieth', do food to all men, but especially unto them 
of the housenold of faith. We will, by tile grace of 
God, in word and in deed endeavor to adorn the doc- 
trine of God otir Saviour. As children of One Father, 
as members of one head ^ We, who are bound together 
in christian fellowship, will, once every month, meet 
together to hold conference, and deliberate on whatever 
may tend to our mutual edification and profit.' 

OlMOIir OF THE GENERAL CONVBKTIOK OF THE NEW 
BKOLAKD STATES AHD OTHERS. 

The following letter from the Society of (Jniversal- 
ists in Oxford was addressed to the Universalist Society 
in Gloucester. 

' Oxford, August 38, 1785. 

' The Second Religious Society in Oxford, to Mr. 
John Murray and his Society, sendeth greeting: This 
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Society would wish to congratulate you in the most re- 
ciprocal manner, on account of our happy Constitution, ' 
which tolerates free liberty of conscience to all denom- 
inations of Christians, which cause highly corresponds 
with the rules of the gospel. But as we expect the ex- 
ecutive part of the government will make the most 
scrutinous investigation into the matter, in order to 
know who are to be denominated Christians in the 
Commonwealth; we, being duly sensible that our 
strength depends on our being cemented together in one 
united body, in order to anticipate any embarrassment 
of our ^constitutional rights, have in some qfieasure or- 
gmized ourselves, that we may be known as a religious 
body. And though it may be acknowledged universally 
that we belong to the spacious family of the great parent 
of the Universe, yet we are like a child without a name. 
And as we have had the happiness of Mr. Murray's 
administrations in this town when we Were in a state 
of miniature ad to religious knowledge, therefore we 
would wish to correspond with the Society at Glouces- 
ter. And being informed that you act upon the princi- 
ple of ' universal benevolence,' it induces this Society 
most earnestly to desire your friendship and correspond- 
ence and advice; for which purpose thi» Sopiety have 
i^poiniedan Association to be held' at Oxford, on die 
I'M day df September next, in order to take into con- 
sideration what measuresv will be the most conducive to 
the j^ood of the Society at large. For which purpose 
we have also written to Boston, Providence, &c. desir- 
iirg their attendance at the time and place offered. And 
we should be exceedingly happy to wait on Mr. Mur- 
ray at the said place, with any of your brethren you 
shall choose. And as your advice and assistance will 
be of much consetfuence to jthc society at large, we 
wish for an interview with you. And may the God of 
peace be with you and bless you, which is the sincere 
desire of your friends at Oxford. 

* Per order, . Daniel Fisk.' 

The Society in Oloueesier returned the foUowtng 

answer. 

* 

* Brethren, 

'The Independent Society of Gloucester have re- 
ceived your friendly epistle of the 28th of August, and 
are glad to express their satisfaction in an opportunity 
to correspond with you on a subject s« important a^ 
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that lield out by your letter. God and nature bav« 
made us free, and we hope to enjoy religious liberty by 
right, and not by sufferance. There is no doubt the 
executive and judicial departments of government will 
be attentive to exert Aid retain all the power they pos- 
sibly can; bat we conceive our cause is so closely inter- 
woven witb the cause of the other sectarians, we trust 
that no jury will be found so uninformed as not to see, 
that in sacrificing us they destroy themselves. The 
compass of this sheet would be insufficient to detail a 
history of what we have passed through, as well as of 
our present state. A number of pamphlets sent you 
herewith, will in some measure answer that purpose. 

* Had we been a little earlier apprized of your design, 
•ne of our society would have accompanied our dear 
friend and brother, John Murray, wlknn we have sent 
on this occasion. We declare ourselves ready to afford 
you all legal, brotherly, and christian aid in our power, 
considering ourselves to be strengthened by cHir union 
with vou. Praying that the Savior of the world would 
afford yott freedom, peace, and comfort, we are with 
friend^ip and esteem, your brethren at Gloucester, 

' S^t. lOth, 178^' . B. H. HoaoAK. 

The following are the records of tbe Association at 
Oxft>r<V which met, at the time proposed by the society 
in that place, at which meeting Mr. Murray and Mr. 
Wincheiter were present, and took part in the services 
of the occasion, as stated in this appendix, -p. 392. 
The minutes of their proceedings were laid before the 
Society in Glouceister, jon the SSth of the same month, 
by Mr. Murray. 

,^ Oxford, Sept, 14, 1786. 

< At a meeflOg of the '^Second Religious Society in 
Oitford," together with Messr^-Elhanan Winchester, 
Shippte Townsend, Abijah Adams, John Murray, 
Francis Liscombe, Daniel Melvil, John Lazeel, Eben- 
ezer Sumner, Noah Wiswall, Samuel French, Caleb 
Rich, and Laban Bates, council from the different re- 
ligious societies ^rresponding .with said soeiety, it was 

Voted, That Mr. £lhanaa Winchester be chosen 
moderator of said meeting. 

Voted, That Mr. Daniel Fisk be clerk. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Thursday, 
the 15th last, at 9 o'clock in the morning. 

Tkwrsdaif, Sept^ lUh, 17$5. — Met aceordii^f to. acb- 
journmeiii. 
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- Vpiedy by the several committees, to adopt the Dame 
of ^ Independent Christian Societies, commonly called 
Universalists.' 

Voted, That each of the coiomittees from Boston, 
Slc. shall convey to their several societies, together 
with the name adopted, a proposal to consider the pro- 
priety of each society's agreeing not only to be called 
by one name, but to be cemented in one body; conse- 
quently bound by the "ties of love to assist each other, 
at any and at all times when occasion shall require. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several socier 
ties, that committees of correspondence be appointed, 
-to write circular letters, informing thefm what meas- 
ures they have adopted ^n three months from the date 
hereof. . • ^ 

Voted, That the xsoimnittees propose to. their constit- 
uents the propriety of an annual meeting, and that the 
first be held in Boston, th^ second 'Wednesday in Sep- 
tember, 1786;' 

BRIEF ACCOtJNT OF THE FlRSl' -UNIVEBSALIST SOCIETY 

IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

The follojving sketch was furnished for the gratifioa- 
tion of General Convention* which assembled <dt Leb- 
anon, N. H. Sept. 15th, 1830. * 

In the year 1785, the society of the latet Cotton 
Mather sold their place of worship to Shippie Town- 
send, John Stoddard, John Page, Josiah Snelling, and 
others; but there do<es not appear to be any records 
Gomruenced until January 1st, 1736, when it is recorded 
that various sums of money were collected each.- sab- 
bath; the first as follows, viz.: « Jan^ 1, 1736, by con- 
tribution, £2 Is. Delivered, Mr. (Adam)' Streeter £fl 
Is. Jan. 15th, by contribution, £4 9s. 6d. Delivered 
Mr. (John) Murray £4 9s. 6d. Jan. 22, by contribu 
tion, £3 93. Given between Messrs. Streeter and 
X*Iurray, £3 9s.' In this manner the records continue 
until Sept. .12th, 1786, when I find the following: 'Re- 
ceived of Shippie Townsend, John Stoddard, James 
Prentiss, John Page, and Josiah Snelling the sum of 
£16 4s. lid. as a contribution from the christian society 
m Boston, for the relief and benefit of the widow and 
children of our deceased brother Adam Str«eter, to be 
disposed of for saicl purpose, according to our best dis- 
cretion, with the advice of the widow. (Signed) Saihue) 
Davis, Jr., Daniel Fisk.' 
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Brother Murray continued to preach from time r to 
6di^ aqd receive from ft to i&4, oy contribution, until 
Sept. 1738, when I find the following record: Sept. 
14tb» 1788. Voted, to request Mr. Murray to min- 
rsMff to US one; half his time, or as much as he can, 
eonainent with his other engagements.' - ' Sept. 98. 
Vwiiedi to give Mr. Murray £4 per fortnight, or every 
Lord's day he preaches, or £104 a year.' — The society 
coBtiBued to conduct their concernsL in this manner un<- 
til Feb. 1793, when doubts arose in the minds of many 
proprietors tur to the legality of their proceedings. 
Accordingly, a warrant to jMessrs. Townsend, Brazier, 
Hicks, Dillaway, and Lane, under the seal of ' James 
dttllivan, justice of the peace, throughout the common' 
wealth,' was obt^kied, and a meeting called under the 
warrant, March l9^* 119^^ which is the first eommence- 
iwuiVof a regular record Of the pr^prietqM^^e^ings. 
At this meeting it was voted to give Mr; * MXirray £4 
per week * until further orders.' — April 5th, 1792. It 
was Voted, to enlarge the meeting-house; but no rec- 
ords are made. for several years, excepting at the yearly 
meeting of th<^ proprietors. This year Brother Rich- 
ards supplied the desk in the absence of Brother Mur- 
ray. 'ln-l79S, it waa| 'Voted, That Mc Murray's 
salary b» £4 per we^.' And, < Voted, That Mr. Rich- 
ards' salffi-y 4i^ £S per week.' "^j^his year also, a regu- 
lar textoii was chosen. 

On Wednesday^ Oct. 94thi 1798, Brother Murray 
was solemnly installed < Pastor and Teacher of the 
First Universatist Church and congregation,' by deacon 
Oliver W. Lane. April, 1794, Mr. Murray's salary 
was raised to £5. And in 1796, « Voted, That Mr. 
Murray's salary the present year' be 22 dollars each 
sabbath.' In 1796, a regular tax on pews was laid, to 
defray the expenses of the society. No important 
• event took pUde in the jsociety until 1806, in which 
year they were incorporated. Ity an'ilct 6f!the legislature. 
Ift 1810, Brother Mitchell was installed colleague with 
Brother Murray, and in 1811 the connexion was dis- 
acdved. In 1812, the society voted to give brother P. 
Dean a call, and in 1813 he was installed junior pastor. 
In 1815, Sept. 3d, brother John Murray departed this 
life, to dwell with Christ. In t82S, the connexion with 
Mr. Dean was dissolved, and the desk was supplied by 
Brother Winchester and. Adin Ballon, until the eaff 
ao^ aettlement of brother Sebastian Streeter, which 
took place in 1824. — Prom this society in lesatbfiB half 
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a (century, have emanated six societies, who bsLtfi 
ep<fcte^ for themselves places of worship, in this city 
and vicinity, all of which are as fully attended, if not 
more so, than any ^ther places of worship. 

That God would thus prosper his church throuffhout 
the habitable globe, is the earnest prayer of your hum 
We servant, - 

Thomas Kettell, Pro. Clerk. 

Boston, Sept 7th^ 1830. 

P. S. Since writing the above^ brother Uicrks 
handed me some old papers, among which I find the 
following scrap: 'March 6th, 1791. The christian 
church commonly called Universalist, celebrated the 
Lord's supper fpr thf first tim^; Renumber of twenty 
brethren and nine'^isters. U ^^jfe ^tefebrated after the 
aflernpoaiRsej*ci3e^ when M^. Murray had entertained 
us throu^'the day from Isaiah xxxv., four first verses. 
The collection was for procuring the elements, and the 
overplus to furnish the furniture of the table after the 
bread and wine; for there remains in the hands of 
Deacon Lane, 8s. Id.' ' . 

Exact dopy, verbatim. T. K. 

« J. ' ^ 

MR. Murray's account op his 'Having ork^inated 

THE CEREMONT OF DEDieATIO^l * 

On my first appearance in this country, during my 
residence in the state of New Jersey, I was requested, 
as the phrase is, to christen the children of my hearers. 
I asked them what was their design in making such a 
proposal to me ? When they replied, they only wished 
to do their duty. How, my friends, returned I, came 
you to believe infant sprinkling a duty? 'Why, is it 
not a command of Goq ,to sprinkle infants?' If you 
will, from scripture authority, produce any warrant 
sufficient to authorfee refe; to baptize children, I will 
immediately, as in duty bound, submit thereto. Our 
Savior sprinkled no infant with water: those who were 
baptized by his harbinger, plunged into the river Jor- 
dan, which plunging was fi|furative of the ablution ^by 
which we are cfewnsed in the blood of our Savior — - 
but infants are not plunged in a river. 

* Paul declares- he was not sent to baptize, and he 
thanks God that he had baptized so few: nor does it 
appear that among those few, there were any infants. 
It ui Heft a solitary instance to find a whole household 
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without a babe. The eunuch conceived it necessary 
there should be much water for the performanc4i?of the 
rite of baptism: all this seems to preclude the idea of 
sprinkling and of infant baptism : and it is said, that 
whole centuries passed by after the commenceraent of 
the Christian era, before the sprinkling of a single in- 
fant. I nm, however, commencing a long journey- 
many months will elapse before my return. I pray 
you to search the scriptures during my absence; and if, 
when we meet again, you can point out the chapter and 
verse wherein my God has commanded his ministers to 
sprinkle infants, I will immediately prepare myself to 
yield an unhesitating obedience. I pursued my journey 
~I returned to New Jersey, my then home — ^but no 
authority could be produced from the sacred writings 
for infant sprinkling* Srill, however, religious parents 
WQre uneasy, and piously anxious X9 give testimony, 
public testimony of their reliance lipfoii and confidence 
in the God of their salvation. Many, perhaps, w^ete 
influenced by the fashion of this Avorld; but some, I 
trust, by considerations of a higher origin. 

'I united with my friends in acknowledging that 
v.'hea God had blessed them by putting inta their hands 
i\n(\ under their jc;ire one of the members 6f his body 
vvliich he had purchased with his precioils^ blood, it 
>jnomed proper and reasonable that they sh«mld present 
tlio infant to the God who gave it, asking his aid in the 
imj)ortant duty which had devolved upou them, and 
religiously confessing by this act, their oblio^ation to and 
dependence on the Father of all worlds. Yet we could 
not call an act of this kind baptism; we believe there 
is but one baptism; and this, l>ecause the spirit of God 
asserts, by the apostle Paul, that there is but one bap- 
tism, arid the idea of this single baptism is corroborated 
hv the class in which we find it placed. One Lord, one 
faithi one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all; and tn you all, Ephesians 
iv. 5, 6. After much deliberation I proposed, and 
many of my hearers have adopted the fallowing mode : 
The parent or parents (I am always best pleased when 
both parents unite,) bring their children into the great 
congregation, and stand in the broad aisle, in the pres- 
ence of the worshi ppers of God . The Father receiving 
the babe from the arms of the mother, presents it to the 
servant of God, who statedly ministers at his altar.. 
The ambassador of Christ receives it in his arms, deriv- 
ing his authority for this practice from the example of 
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the Redeemer, who says, Suflfer little children to come 
unto nJH, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. The 
minister, therefore, taking the infant fVom its father, 
who gives him, as he presents it, the name of the child, 
proclaims aloud, John or Mary, we receive thee as a 
member of the mystical body of him who is the second 
Adam, the Redeemer of men, the Lord from heaven. 
We dedicate thee to him, to whom thou properly be- 
longest, to be baptized with his own baptism, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; and we pronounce upon thee that blessing which 
he commanded his ministers, Moses, Aaron, and his 
sons, to pronounce upon his people, saying, 

'The Lord bless thee and keep thee ; 

' The Lord make his fkce to snine upon thee, and be 
^gracious unto thee 1^ 

< The Lord lift up his^ countenance upon thee, and 
give the peace. • * 1 - ." 

♦For this procedure we have the command, the ex- 
press command of God. Our reason and our religion 
ocncar to approve the solemnity, and our hearts are at 
peace. - ' ' .^ 

• The Lord, we repeat, hath commandea us to bledft 
the peoplp;^od himself pronounced this blessing upon 
all tne people, in. the iirst Adam, when' he placed him 
in the garden of £Lden, and blessing and cursing came 
not fVom the same mouth upon the samoe characters. 
God, our God, is the ever blessing God ; nor are bless- 
ings given only to the deserving. The blessings of 
providence and of grace are freely bestowed upon the 
evil and the unthankful; and when the evil and the 
unthankful obtain the knowledge of this truth, they 
earnestly sigh to be. good, to be grateful. 

* But the ever blessed God, not only blessed the peo- 
ple in -their first general head, but in that seed which 
IS Christ. In thy. seed,. said the Lord Jehovah, shall 
the families, all the fancies of the earth be blessed. 
This was a royal grant. We al-e not, in general, suffi- 
ciently attentive^ to this particular. It is common to 
talk of being blessed &y, and some say, through Chri$t, 
but few, very few, ever think of being blessed tn 
Chriat.'— Sketches, ^e. ii. S69— S68. 

See also < Letters and Sketches^' iii. 845, 



INDEX. 

Adawu, Pre$ident John, invites Mr. Murray to preach m tbe 

voyage from England to America, 237. 
Aiton, Eaffland, the birth>pl:ice oi Murray, 10. 
America, Murray's first idea of visittug, 129. 
Both, arrives at, 71; is entertained by tbe hay aiaker, 72; preadi- 

es here, 78. 
Beliefs the object of, interesting dialoj^e upon, 100. W 

Beaton, Murray's first vioit to, 192; his reception, 192; preaches for 

the first time here, 195; second visit, 197 ; is attacked by Rev. 

Mr. Bacon, 172 ; controversy with Croswell, 203, 209 ; is stoned in 

Croswell's pulpit, 200 ; is installed pastor of the Society here, 242. 
Boslon, First Universalist Society in, 242; its history, 317. 
Cahimtm, a half century ago, what it was, 275. 
Chatham, Earl of— Murray's lines upon the death of, 261. 
CJaaa Ma^inea of MethodUta, how conducted, 23« 
• tfowotntion Oanaral of tJniveraaliata of N. E. States and others, 

229; Ortgia of, 314; ^Records -ol^ 316; Murray'* Sermd^at, 

292. • ' '. '• 

Convention of, UniveraaUata in Fliillidelphia in 1790, letter to 

Gen. Washington, ^39, 240. * *' 

Cork, Murray visits, 64. 

Croawall, Rev. A. slanders Murra^r in the papers, 203; ia an- 
swered, 204; his conduct in relation to Marrav* 204, 205, 206. 

I^dietUton of infanta introduced by Murray, 244. 

Bunham, Rev. M. friend to Murray, 157. 

JPngtomf, Murray's father leaves, lo; Murray's return and arrival 
in 1778 from Afuerica, 2S3. 

Factory, in Boston, Murray preaches io,*196. 

Faneuil Hall, preaches in, 198. 

Olouceater, Mass. Murray visits the fint time,i^3;^aeoond |ii|e 
210; views it as his home, 212; his measures to relieve the in- 
habitants, 216; conduct of Committee of Safety, 216; Dedica- 
tion of Universalists' Meeting house here, 220; formation of a 
church, 220 ; views of ordination, 221 ; their property is attach- 
ed for the support of orthodoxy, 222; the church bring an ac- 
tion to recover, 222; Messrs. Kins, Siillivan and Tu^r Coaa- 
sel for Murray, 224; the Universalists appeal to the public in 
relation to the case, 224; case finally settled in favor of tbe 
Universalists, 228; the eloquence of Sullivan on the occasion, 
227; the opinions and conduct of Judge Dana, 227; petition 
to the legislature in favor of Murray, ^0 ; ^e receives a cer- 
tificate of ordination, 234; ins^'ument of cotnpact, of the socie- 
ty, 233; renewal of ordination, 238. 

Greene, Gen. correspondence with Murray, 264. 

Graah, Rev, A. B. extract from his discourse, 270. 

Hitchina, Rev, Mr. by his arsuments.JMorray is led to adopt the 
doctrine of Universalism, 111. 

flopjbtns. Rev, Mr. his journey and.diaIogue with Murray, 169; 
writes against Reliy, 277. 

Ireland, Murrav's removal to, 17; leaves for England,'^. 
> Jonea, Rev. Thomaa, his conversion and settlement at Gloucester, 
241. 

iMtle, Mr. his conversion to Methodism, 32; he adopts Bforray 
as bis son, 49; Murray excites bin displeasure, 69. 



1ND1SX. SSS 

Zrondoh, jirrival of Murray at^ 75; Ills arrival there in 1788 from 
AInerica, 236. 

Lord^a Supper ^ the views of Murray, 243. 

Maaon, Pres. of a Society 103; atlemptsto refute Kelly's Union, 104. 

Methodiata Meetingat manner of conducting them, 25. 

Mitchell, Rev. E. agrees with Murray, ^GS. 

Moht dispersed by Murray^ in London, 251. 

Murray* a father, an Episcopalian, 10; removes to Irelanil, 17; 
joins the Methodists, IT; his sickness, 40; death-bed prayer 
for his son, 41 ;- his character and attainments, 43 — 44. 

Marray^a Mother, a Presbyterian, 10. 

Murray, John, his ancestors, when born, is baptized by an Epis- 
. copalian minister, JO; fear of his father, 12; removes to Ire- 
land, 16; visits London, 16; quits London for Bristol, 16; 
escape from a boat 16; made wretched t>y a sermon, 20; ap- 
pointed leader of a class, 23; is regenerated andbfoomes aa^ 
object of attention and regiM*d, 23; d^^eall^' with a priest» 
^ ^d7; ^onfrmed by the' Bf shop SO; j-ecflSyea die attention of_ 
'Wesley, 30; Incomes acdita in ted with Mv. and Mrs. Little, 
32; becomes attached {9 Miss Dup^,^83, 34; writes «£ love- 
letter*, 85.; is sick with a fever ^ 39; prays with* his father, 
42; lo'ses his father, 42; takes the place of his father in the 
&mjly, 45; pleads a case at court, and gains his case, 48; 
i8» adopted by Mr. Little, 49; preaches for the first time, 50; 
is accused of being dishonest, a singular mistake, 51 ; is the 
object of envy, 52; is reproved for absence b^ Mr. Little, 53"; 
determines to leave for England, 53; is surprised in an int^lT^ 
esting predicament, with Miss Little, 54; resolves^ to quit the 
family of Mr. Little,«55; changes his mind, 67<;''teave8 the 
scenes of his youth, 59; visits his mother, 59; receives the 
blessing of bis mother, 61; leaves for Cork, 62; he contem- 
^^^ates thiftscefUs of his youth, 63; visits his grandmother in 
Cork, 64; is invited to repair to Lunerick, 65; hears Mr. 
Whitfield and becomes much attached to him, 66; leaves Cork, 
671; arrives in England, 69; attends meetings in Bristol, 71; 
leaves for London, 71 ; is entertained by a Hay Maker, 72; 
preaches in Bath, 73; reaches London, 75; forms convivial 
. connexions, 77; becomes embarrassed, 78; hears Whitfield 
And resolves to auit dissipation, 80; pavs all his debts, 85; 
introduced to Miss Neale, 90; his love for her, 93 is mar- 
ried to Miss Neale, 98 » conversation with a young wo- 
man, 100; seen Kelly's Uifion, 106; hears Mr. Kelly, 109; is 
summoned before the church, and excommunicated, 112; has a 
son moA loses hiro, 114; loms his wife, V17; arrested for debt, 
122; IS relieved by Wm. Neal, 126; his friendship for Kelly, 
128; thinks of visiting America, 129; meeting and parting 
with his mother, 130; Sails for New- York, 131 ; arrives in the 
1>elaware, 134; first interview with Potter, 138; is invited ^to 
visit New York, 152; visits New Jersey, 153; is abused by 
Rev. Mr. Tcnnant, 160; receives the present of a coat, 164; 
arrives at Newport, 172; consents to preach, 176; is accused, 
176; invited to Philadelphin and to Maryland, 178; singular 
interview with a Physician, 181 ; is invited to visit Boston, 
180; arrives in Boston, 192 ; visitiP Newburyport, 196; visits 
Portsmouth, 197; visits Pennsylvania, Jersies and New York, 
200 and 201; has «a egg thrown at h\m,20%\ coQdnicXtS.^^xBir 



■litle* of «afet3r by whom Miirrmy i» summoaecl, 216; ii or- 
dained at Gloucester, 220 leaves for Eogland, 296. veaches 
London and meets his mother, 286; leaves for America, 237; 
moras to GloocMter and is rerordaioed, 23^; visits Philadel- 
phia, 340; consents to settle in Bostoo, 241; is crippled b; 
diseasv^' 246; his death, 250; his power of persuasion, 251; 
his morality, 252; correspondence with Gen. Greene, 254; his 
political sentimenu, 260; compared with Calvin, Luther, and 
Wesley, 270; his social character, 274; compared with Win- 
chester, 278; bis views of a future state, 281. 

Neale, MUa £/tza, becomes acquainted with Murray, 90; gains 
his afiectioos, 91 ; receives his address^, 92; her grandlather 
is displeased and disinherits her, 93; she leaves his house, 97; 
is married to Murray, 98; is sick, 114; pariing with her hus- 
band and happy death, 117; his afiectioaate remembrance of 
her, 124, 127, 133, 160. 

iSr««rf, fTm, k,iMii^»to l^rravw^T, 125. 

jynppprt^ arrrfes a|K^172.- 

Oxfmrd^ Mass. ors^ Gen. Convention of Vniversalists at, in 1786, 
, 228; Sermon at by Mr. Murcay, 292. 

Parker^ Noahy is converted to Universalism, 212. 

Peek, Thomaa Hatidande, receives Murray on his anriral in Bos- 
ton, 192. 

Potter, l^^mos, first interview with Murray, 186; persuades him to 
. preach, 138; his pleasure in hear ins; him, 144; his grave is visit- 
ed by Murray, 801 ; his cba^racter, S04 ; fuitlier particulars, 306; 

pLeUy, Ktv. Jamea, is heard by Murray, 103; Murray sees hi* 
'Union' for the first time, 106; his friendship for Murray, 128; 
urges him to preach, 128. 

Skterea toritertt'oW Universalists, 297. j^ 

Salvation, in what way the effect of faith, 100; Murray's view's of 279. 

Sargeant, IVintkrop, oT Gloucester, patron of Murray, 201 ; 203. 

i9erfnon,by Murray, in 1785 at first meeting of Gen. Convention, 292 . 

Stilea, Rev. Ezra, 175. 

Still, Rev. Mr, tilanders Murray, 186. 

^nday, how kept in the family of Murray's father, 18: — 19. 

Tennan^, Rev. Jkfr. abuses Murray, 160--1-2. 

Thonuu, Rev. A. C. bis account of Murray^s landing. 

Trinbath, Mr. ia visited by Murray ,^67; is deserted by his wift, 
77; Murray hears of tier in New-York, 165; attempts Co re- 
claim her, 165. 

Trinity, Murray's belief in, 264. 

Tucker, Rev. Mr. entertains Mr. iSfurray, 73. 

Tyler, Rev. John, friend to Murray 186. 

Umverealiem, the first effects of, 276. 

TJniveraaliste, condemned by Murray before his cooversion, 102. 

Vqrnum, a friend to Murray, 177, 213. 

Washington, President, Committee of the Universalist Convention 
Philadelphia address him, 239; bis reply, 240. 

Wesley, Rev. John, attention to Murray, ^2; is idolised by the 
Methodists, 87; opinion of ^le Calvmists, 76. 

Whitfield, Reiy. Geo, seen by Murray for the first time, 66; Murray 
^ becomes much attached to him, 76. 

Winchester, Rev. Elhanan, preached at the General CoDvention, 
Oxford, Mass. 1785, 228; agrees with Channcy,229; Murray's 
regard for him, 291*, difiera from Murray^ 278, 297. 
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